
Summary of Open Justice Projects for October 2022 Presentation of W360 

Justice in Action 
 

This document provides a summary of the Open Justice projects planned for the 22J 

presentation of W360 to help you make an informed decision regarding which project to put 

yourself forward for. All these projects have been designed to develop your knowledge and 

skills and are transferable into legal practice and beyond. They all require a significant time 

commitment and involve group work.  

Please note the following important information: 

1. The Open Justice Centre cannot guarantee that all projects listed below will run in 

22J 

2. When you have registered for W360 the Open Justice Centre will contact you and 

invite you to express your preferences regarding your project allocation 

3. We cannot guarantee your project allocation will reflect your preferences 

 

Project 1 – Open Justice Simulated Business Law Clinic  
 

This is a new project for 2022 and builds on our experience gained from the Open Justice 

Law Clinic.  

Time commitment: In part one of the project, you will be required to attend a project 

briefing plus 2 x 1.5 hours online training sessions that cover business and commercial law 

and prepare a toolkit that offers advice on an area of business law determined by your 

supervisor. In part two of the project, you will attend 1.5 hours of clinic training to learn 

how to use a case management system and then work in a firm to advise a client on a case 

that covers an aspect of business law. You will need to complete a significant amount of 

compulsory training for this project 

Location: Online 

 

Description: There is a significant demand from law firms for law students to demonstrate 

commercial awareness and gain commercial law experience. Students are allocated to a firm 

and work in teams, building and maintaining valuable working relationships with their 

colleagues. In part 1 of the project students will research and prepare a toolkit that advises 

on an area of business law- this will be an opportunity to put in practice the knowledge and 

understanding gained from the legal training part of the project. It is envisaged that the 

toolkit will be disseminated to organisations offering advice to charities and not for profits. 

In part 2 of the project students will work in small groups to advise on a simulated business 

law matter that will involve a client interview, research of the legal issues, and the 



preparation of a letter of advice. The case will be conducted through the practice-based 

management system.  

Knowledge and skills: Students will gain an understanding of business and commercial law, 

and an opportunity to develop skills relevant for working in legal practice.   

 

Project 2 Open Justice Policy Clinic 

Time Commitment –You will be expected to research and produce policy analysis and 
advocacy documents between November 2022 and April 2023. You will need to work closely 
with members of your team to co-ordinate your research and producing the report, 
including regular online team meetings. Outside of the team meetings this project offers 
flexibility in terms of when you carry out the work. 
 
Location – Online 
 
Description 
 
Many charities and other organisations seek to influence governmental decisions, policies, 
and laws for the benefit of the people affected by the area of law in question.  Your team 
will receive a brief related to one public policy area which is the subject of consultation by 
government, an area of the law where reform has been suggested or an area of law a client 
organisation has asked us to research. For example, in previous years the online policy clinic 
has carried out research into climate emergency declarations for an environmental law 
charity, research on how housing law and practice impacts animal owners for an animal 
rights charity and comparative research on the law protecting victims of FGM for a human 
rights charity. The research project may be run in partnership with other university policy 
clinics. The precise brief will depend on the consultations being undertaken at the time the 
project runs and the requests we receive from charities and NGOs.  

You will be asked to conduct research on the topic and produce recommendations for how 
the law could be improved.  You will produce a group report detailing your findings which 
will be used by the organisation who has requested the work be undertaken.  It is therefore 
important that your research, analysis, and the final report is completed to a high standard. 

You will work as part of a small group of approximately four to eight students. 

Student Feedback 

I would highly recommend the policy clinic. My participation in the clinic provided me with 
an unexpected but most welcome opportunity to become curious, explore and understand 
environmental law, focusing particularly on climate change emergency declarations as part 
of a UK wide research project. Tutor support has been invaluable. I have also enjoyed 
working as part of a supportive student team.  Finally, I had the opportunity to represent the 
Open Justice Centre as part of a national meeting with other students across the UK, which 
was a real privilege.  The policy clinic is the hidden gem of W360! 



A blog about the policy clinic work is available here. 

 

Project 3 – International Law Project 
 

Location: Online 

Time commitment: 

You will be expected to be available between November 2022 and April 2023. At the outset, 

there will be several information and training sessions, normally in the evenings, that you 

will need to attend. You will need to work closely with members of your team and the 

supervising lawyer to co-ordinate producing the materials, including regular online team 

meetings. Outside of the team meetings this project offers flexibility in terms of when you 

carry out the work, but you should expect to dedicate up to one to two days a week during 

the duration of the project. 

Description  

For the International Law Project, you will undertake a piece of practical legal work with an 

international focus. The exact nature of the work will vary from year-to-year but is likely to 

cover international human rights law and / or international humanitarian law. It could include 

a piece of legal work to assist an international non-governmental organisation, a community, 

or a group of individuals. The work might include legal research, reviewing documentation, 

taking witness statements, or drafting a document to be submitted to an international forum 

such as a United Nations body. 

You will be supervised by a practising lawyer and given training to support your work. Training 

will include the relevant area of international law, your duties and responsibilities as a 

practising lawyer, the ethics of international legal work, and how to deal with additional 

aspects of the work such as stress and challenging materials. 

In 2020-21, students undertook research into the customary international law of the law of 

occupation, looking at countries as diverse as Azerbaijan, East Timor, Ukraine, and Western 

Sahara. In 2021-22 teams of students undertook a piece of research work on state practice 

during the conflict in the former Yugoslavia with a leading firm of solicitors; looked into 

disclosure obligations in different jurisdictions in the context of protected sources for a large 

international NGO; and others looked at how a ‘community development fund’ could be 

established by the African Court of Human Rights in the case of Ogiek v Kenya, on behalf of 

an NGO working on the rights of indigenous peoples. 

 

Project 4 Open Justice Mediation 

Location: Online  
 

https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/sites/www.open.ac.uk.open-justice/files/files/open-justice-week/2020/liz-hardie-blog.pdf


Time commitment: You will be required to undertake 3 x 1.5-hour online sessions of 
mediation training. There will also be preparatory work and practice to be carried out 
between the sessions, either individually or in small groups, including some research and 
written work.  You will then be required to prepare for, and participate in, two simulated 
online mediations towards the end of Block 2. Each mediation will usually last for 
approximately 2 - 3 hours. 
 
Description:  
 
Mediation provides an effective and non-adversarial form of dispute resolution which is 
now recognised and promoted within the UK justice system. Working on the Open Justice 
mediation project will give you the chance to undertake training in civil and commercial 
mediation. You will have the opportunity to understand how mediation skills, typically used 
in a face-to-face context, can be adapted to enable mediation in an online context. The 
pandemic has led to a significant rise in online mediation which is set to continue now that 
the restrictions are lifting. This training is a significant part of the project and compromises 
most of the tasks you will undertake whilst working in the project.  You will apply the skills 
you have developed as a mediator in a mock online mediation. This project will provide you 
with valuable negotiation skills which can be applied in many aspects of life. 

Student Feedback 

‘I have learnt that what could be seen as the traditional route through the legal process, is 
not obtainable or viable for all situations, therefore, mediation as a form of ADR can be a 
route to obtain social justice.’ 
 
‘Participating in the pro bono mediation open justice activities has given me the opportunity 
to develop knowledge, skills and values.’  

‘The mediation training was brilliant and gave me the skills to competently mediate a 
dispute between two fictional clients.’ 

A student blog on the Mediation Project is available here 

You may also want to read this blog about why lawyers should have mediations skills.  

 

Project 5 Open Justice Law Clinic 
 

Location: Online 

Time commitment: The Open Justice Law Clinic involves a serious time commitment before 
you consider choosing this project as an option you need to consider the amount of time 
and collaboration that the clinic requires.  You will be required to undertake induction and 
on the job training at the Law Clinic. The induction training is held at the end of Block 2 of 
W360 it involves attending online sessions and working through further training materials 
independently. You will then work in your small group to put into practice what you have 

https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/pros-pro-bono
file:///C:/Users/fmr52/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/R45N1KC1/Why%20Tomorrow’s%20Best%20Lawyers%20Should%20Have%20Mediation%20Skills%20(lawrina.com)


learned in the induction training in a simulated case. The simulated case gives you the 
opportunity to become confident in interviewing clients and using our case management 
system. In the Law Clinic you will work in small groups to interview clients, research legal 
issues, and prepare letters of advice. This project requires you to be able to dedicate time 
regularly to check and progress client matters in the case management system. You will 
need to be able to meet the clinic deadlines, some of which require action every couple of 
days. You also need to be able to commit to attend client interviews, sometimes at short 
notice.  
 
 
Description: Students in the Open Justice Law Clinic give free legal advice to members of the 
public under the supervision of qualified solicitors. Students are allocated to a firm of 
students and work on cases in teams, building and maintaining valuable working 
relationships with their colleagues. Students working in the clinic are subject to the same 
standards and professional obligations required of all solicitors so hard work and effort is 
required to succeed. The clinic started in 2017 since that time those students who 
successfully completed the training and the simulated case have worked on live cases. Cases 
come into the clinic from several different sources, we have limited control over the 
numbers and types of cases we receive. In the event we do not have appropriate live cases, 
students will work on simulated cases This project gives you the opportunity to work with 
experienced lawyers and gain useful insights into working in legal practice.  

 
Student Feedback 
 
‘The experience I have had undertaking the Open Justice activities, and in particular the 
Legal Advice Clinic, has been some of the most rewarding of any other during my law degree 
and I am hoping that I can continue to be involved after I graduate’.  
 
‘Working on live cases has given me the opportunity not only to make a practical difference 
to people’s lives, but also to test my legal knowledge and skills. …. Many students at the OU, 
due to our geographical dispersal, find it difficult to access legal work experience. By virtue 
of the fact that the legal advice clinic is based online, you have the opportunity to work from 
the comfort of your own home, in your own time on a variety of cases based all over the UK. 
You would not be able to do so in any other law clinic. This gives you valuable experience 
which you can add to your CV and which you can draw from in an interview, and 
transferable skills which you can apply to areas other than law. Use this opportunity! 

A student blog discussing the OJ clinic is here.  

 

Project 6 Criminal Justice Clinic 

Time Commitment: The Criminal Justice Clinic involves a serious time commitment before 
you consider choosing this project as an option you need to consider the amount of time 
and collaboration that the clinic requires.  There is approximately 11 hours of asynchronous 
online training at the start of the project and weekly supervision meetings of an hour and a 

https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/2018-open-justice-award-winner-lidia-dancu-reflects-her-experience-working-open-justice-centre


half with the supervising solicitor. In addition, there is recorded training and you will be 
expected have at least a weekly meeting of two hours with members of your team. There is 
also a significant amount of reading needed.  Some of our cases have 20,000 pages of 
evidence. You must be able to commit to a minimum 20 hours per week to take part in the 
clinic. 

The live training for next year is anticipated to be on the following dates and times and you 
are required to attend the training: 

Welcome Meeting   Mon 21.11.2022 - 1930-2100 

Criminal Appeals Part A  Wed 23.11.2022- 1930-2100 

Criminal Appeals Part B   Thu 24.11.2022 - 1930-2100 

Vicarious Trauma   Mon 28.11.202 -1930-2100 

Vicarious Trauma  Thu 01.12.2022 - 1930-2100 

Clio drop in   Wed 30.11.2022 - 1930-2100 

Blog training   Wed 01.03.2023 - 1930-2100 

Blog training alternative   Fri 17.03.2023 -1930-2100 

 
Location – Online  
 
Description 
 
The Criminal Justice Clinic allows students working in small groups. under the supervision of 
a solicitor, to assist in the process of advising clients on the prospects of appealing their case 
to the Criminal Case Review Commission. These are likely to be live cases and clients have 
been convicted of very serious offences. Please do consider this as some cases deal with 
sensitive topics and you might be reading case papers in relation to murders, manslaughter, 
and other very serious offences. The papers are not edited, and you must be prepared to 
deal with whichever case you are allocated to.  Vicarious trauma training is mandatory.  

The clinic assists clients with investigating whether there are grounds to appeal against their 
conviction and/or sentence. Students assist with a variety of tasks including researching and 
preparing legal arguments on an appeal and prepare a piece of written work to contribute 
to the advice on appeal. 

Students are expected to read a large quantity of digital criminal case files such as witness 
statements, forensic evidence, post-mortem reports, record of interview and court 
transcripts, before researching relevant issues. This work is completed on a case 
management system.  Students must be able to work online on a case management system. 
Training is provided.  Due to confidentiality, students are not allowed to download files or 
print materials. All work, without exception is completed on the case management system.  



This work is a very demanding and rewarding part of the module providing a unique insight 
into criminal practice.  

 
Student Feedback 
 
‘it has been a fantastic experience so far. Although the workload has been more demanding 
than we might have expected, there have also been opportunities to really stretch our skills 
by getting to grips with a complex case and developing our understanding of both practical 
and technical approaches to issues such as special counsel and abuse of process. It has 
certainly given me a lot of motivation and opened my eyes to potentially looking at criminal 
practice, which I would never have considered before. Activities like this, earlier in the 
course, would certainly be a great incentive to get through the remaining modules!’ 
 
‘[It] felt like a professional collaboration rather than an academic exercise so this was a 
great motivator and certainly helped me to feel like I was contributing to a case and a client, 
rather than being treated as a student helper… Being able to submit a body of material to 
the client, not just a one-pager, was also a high point’. 

A Criminal Justice Clinic group blog on this project is available here.  

Project 7 – Independent Project 
 

Note that the responsibility for arranging a placement for this project is with the student 

and not the Open Justice Centre. If you have any questions about this option, please email 

open-justice@open.ac.uk 

Project 7 allows you to arrange your own pro bono project. This might include working as an 

advisor or witness support volunteer with your local Citizens Advice or working to support 

litigants in person with an organisation such as Support Through Court, or perhaps with your 

local Law Centre. W360 students have been successful in gaining valuable pro bono legal 

experience in all these organisations in previous presentations. Typically, students were 

expected to work one day per fortnight during office hours over an initial period of 9 

months, but the exact arrangement is a matter of negotiation with your host organization.  

Feedback from a student working at Support Through Court  
 
‘Approximately one day every two weeks, I volunteer in Family Court for Support Through 
Court. STC exists to offer practical and emotional support for unrepresented litigants in the 
court system. The vast majority of litigants in Family Court do not qualify for legal aid and 
many cannot afford legal representation. 
 
 
Every placement day I have at least one hearing and sometimes up to three. STC clients 
range from the eloquent to those with limited literacy and language ability. Every day is 
different, and it is never boring. It is not for the faint-hearted, as you will hear serious and 

https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/journey-unknown


disturbing allegations being made by the parties. 
 
 
What have I gained from this experience as a law student? The concept of supporting clients 
through legal proceedings has never seemed less intimidating than now. I feel confident in 
understanding the procedure of court hearings. I have also gained insights from observing 
how legal professionals negotiate in the corridor, as well as how judges skillfully question 
unrepresented litigants to test their evidence. The fascinating experience of seeing how 
judges interact with counsel in hearings cannot be substituted by reading about it in a 
textbook. 
 

This blog post discusses the experience of a W360 student volunteering at Citizens Advice. 

Another example is here. Experiences of a W360 Witness Service Volunteer are offered 

here.  

Securing your independent placement  

It is your responsibility to organise your placement prior to the start of the module. For your 

placement to count towards your W360 studies you need to have informed the Open 

Justice Centre by emailing us at Open-Justice@open.ac.uk by 31 August 2022. Your email 

should provide the following information: 

1. Who your placement is with? 

2. Location of placement 

3. Number of hours per month and agreed duration 

4. Provide evidence of acceptance such as email or scanned letter from your 

organisation offering you the placement 

5. A contact name, number, and email for your host organisation. 

Two important points to note: 

1. Your independent pro bono placement can be with organisations other than Citizens 

Advice, Support Through Court or a law centre but, in line with other Open Justice 

projects, it should be a volunteer post and have a legal advice or public legal 

education focus.  If you are considering sourcing your own placement with a 

different type of organisation, please contact Open-justice@open.ac.uk to check that 

it would be suitable.  

 

2. Many organisations, including Citizens Advice and Support Through Court have a 

recruitment process that includes a written application and interview. You should 

allow plenty of time to go through this process before the 31 August deadline.  

 

Useful Websites: 

Citizens Advice https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/support-us/volunteering/ 

https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/experiences-working-citizens-advice-and-open-justice-law-clinic
https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/citizens-advice-volunteers-and-why-it-should-be-you
https://www.open.ac.uk/open-justice/blog/working-witness-service-volunteer
mailto:Open-Justice@open.ac.uk
mailto:Open-justice@open.ac.uk
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-us/support-us/volunteering/


Citizens Advice Scotland https://www.cas.org.uk/about-us/volunteer-citizens-advice-

bureau 

Victim Support Scotland https://victimsupport.scot/how-you-can-help/volunteer/ 

Support Through Court https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/ 

Law Centres Network https://www.lawcentres.org.uk/ 

Law Works https://www.lawworks.org.uk/solicitors-and-volunteers/get-involved/pro-bono-

opportunities  

LawCareers.net https://www.lawcareers.net/MoreLaw/ProBonoInitiatives 

The National Pro Bono Centre http://www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk/pro-bono-

week/volunteer-portal/ 

IPSEA Volunteer | (IPSEA) Independent Provider of Special Education Advice 

 

 

 

https://www.cas.org.uk/about-us/volunteer-citizens-advice-bureau
https://www.cas.org.uk/about-us/volunteer-citizens-advice-bureau
https://victimsupport.scot/how-you-can-help/volunteer/
https://www.supportthroughcourt.org/
https://www.lawcentres.org.uk/
https://www.lawworks.org.uk/solicitors-and-volunteers/get-involved/pro-bono-opportunities
https://www.lawworks.org.uk/solicitors-and-volunteers/get-involved/pro-bono-opportunities
https://www.lawcareers.net/MoreLaw/ProBonoInitiatives
http://www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk/pro-bono-week/volunteer-portal/
http://www.nationalprobonocentre.org.uk/pro-bono-week/volunteer-portal/
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/Pages/Category/volunteer

