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TRUST ME, I’M A LEADER – THE OUBS ANNUAL LECTURE 2003
Rare insights into leadership during conflicts will be put in the spotlight when Air Chief Marshal Brian Burridge reflects on his experience while commanding UK forces in Iraq to present this year’s Open University Business School Annual Lecture.

In Trust Me, I’m a Leader – Orthodoxy or Oxymoron, ACM Burridge, Commander-in-Chief Headquarters Strike Command, will consider how strategic leaders need to operate in today’s multi-faceted, media-driven world. He will also discuss how the generation of trust both inside an organisation and between it and its stakeholders remains a key requirement for today’s strategic leaders.

ACM Burridge, who gained an MBA from the OUBS in 1999, says:  “The generation of trust is made more complex because we live in a world characterised by ambiguity and chaos where there are few certainties capable of common interpretation.  In addition, society is fast developing a zero-defect mentality and competition in the media shines an ever brighter spotlight on institutions.  In wars of the type seen recently in Iraq where the stakes are high, trust between military commanders is a vital commodity.” 
A former Nimrod pilot and flying instructor who joined the RAF as a University cadet in 1967, Air Chief Marshal Burridge held senior posts in the Ministry of Defence before promotion to Air Vice Marshal in 1998. He gained his MBA (Open) in 1999.  He became Commander-in-Chief Strike Command in July 2003.
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The Annual Lecture will be held at the CBI Conference Centre at Centre Point in New Oxford Street, London, on the evening of Wednesday, November 26.
OUBS Dean Prof Roland Kaye, who will chair a Q&A session after ACM Burridge’s presentation, said the event offered an excellent opportunity for students, graduates and the general public. He added: “We are delighted that ACM Burridge has agreed to give this year’s OUBS Annual Lecture and look forward to hearing his views on a number of topical managerial issues that are becoming increasingly important to managers and their staff in all sectors.”
Tickets are limited and cost £25. To book email oubs-alumni@open.ac.uk or call Nicola Gray on 01908 652097. 
EDITOR’S NOTES

Journalists who wish to attend the lecture should contact Neil Coaten on 01908 652580 or at n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk  A photograph of ACM Brian Burridge is also available from him.
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003).

Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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