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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL ANNOUNCES NEW DEAN
The Open University Business School has announced that its new Dean is to be Prof James Fleck, currently head of the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Group at the University of Edinburgh Management School. 

Prof Fleck, who holds the Chair of The Organisation of Industry and Commerce there, will join the School in January 2005. He succeeds Prof Roland Kaye, who – as Dean from January 1999  – has led the School through a period of significant growth and success. The announcement is made following the School’s recent accreditation by AACSB International (The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) – an achievement that puts the School in an elite group worldwide to be accredited by all three premier management education associations.
Prof Brenda Gourley, Vice-Chancellor of the Open University, is delighted with the appointment. She said: “As Europe’s largest business school, the Open University Business School continues to play a significant role in business and management education in the UK, in the rest of Europe and worldwide. The scale, reputation for quality and specialised supported open learning methods that the School boasts all demand dynamic leadership. We believe Prof Fleck will provide such leadership.”
More than 30,000 students are currently studying with the School, which offers an MBA programme that boasts 15,000 alumni; an undergraduate business studies programme; professional management programmes; an entry-level accounting programme; and a suite of specialist masters programmes. The School is also home to the University’s Law Programme.
Prof Fleck has first degrees in arts and mathematics from the University of Edinburgh and postgraduate education in the structure and organisation of science and technology from the University of Manchester. 
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He also has industrial experience as an engineer – in the North Sea oil-related sector – and as a computer programmer. His research interests include technology development and innovation, industrial robotics, strategic innovations in financial services, multi-media, the design process, and – most recently – e-learning. His work on robotics in the mid-1990s formed the basis for a major £10m DTI manufacturing innovation initiative, and his work on evolutionary innovation remains a key part of the influential Edinburgh “social shaping of technology” approach.

He was Director of the University of Edinburgh Management School from 1996 to 1999 and while at the School initiated the development of the Global Innovation MBA (GIMBA), a major e-learning programme.

Prof Fleck said of his appointment: “I am really looking forward to contributing to the continuing success of the OUBS and OU. The OU is a terrific global brand, and – with increasing globalisation and the further development of information and communication technologies – is, I believe, well placed to play an even more important role in the future. In particular, I think there are opportunities in partnerships with more conventional educational institutions around the world.”
Prof Kaye said: “I have enjoyed my time as OUBS Dean and hope that, like the previous incumbents have done, I contributed to the School’s development and future prosperity. I welcome the new Dean and wish him well in his leadership. I leave with a feeling of sadness, but also one of pride in what the OUBS team has achieved and continues to achieve. I will miss my colleagues and the ethos of the School, which I continue to support wholeheartedly, and hope that I will maintain some ongoing connections to the Open University Business School and to the Open University as a whole.”
Prof Kaye, who is currently president of CIMA (Chartered Institute of Management Accountants) will take up a post as Professor of Management Accounting at the University of East Anglia from January 2005. The Open University Business School is the first exclusively distance learning organisation to be awarded the AACSB International accreditation. The School also holds EQUIS accreditation granted by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd) and its MBA programme has been accredited by the Association of MBAs (AMBA) since 1986.

EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website is at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
MEDIA CONTACT
Neil Coaten

Open University Media Relations


01908 652580










07901 515891










n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk
Media Relations Office	Direct Lines (01908) 653343 / 652580 / 653248�The Open University	Switchboard (01908) 274066�Walton Hall	Email Media-Office@open.ac.uk�Milton Keynes	Fax (01908) 652247�MK7 6AA	World Wide Web http://www.open.ac.uk/





news release














_1019023831.doc
[image: image1.png]TheOpen
UnlverS|ty

BUSINESS







