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8 March 2004
ROUGH SCIENCE ROCKETS INTO SPACE AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM
Rough Science enthusiasts will be able to get up close and personal with a number of the space-exploration themed models produced by Rough Scientists in the latest Open University/BBC Two television series.
The replica models will be on display as part of the Science Museum’s Science Week activities, during which a number of hands-on Rough Science workshops will be run. However, Science Museum staff are so impressed with the models they have decided to keep them on display until August.
Models include the Rough Science rover (built by Dr Jonathan Hare in episode one), a light communicator (which carries sound via a sunbeam), and a water rocket (which was successfully launched complete with an ‘egg astronaut’ in the final episode).
Rough Scientists Dr Hare, from the University of Sussex Attending and Mike Bullivant from the Open University will be attending the week’s activities.
The workshops, aimed at Key Stage 2 and 3 school groups, take place from March 15 to March 19, and are inspired by the final episode of Rough Science 4 entitled “Rocket”. 
In this episode the Rough Scientists had to make three different rockets. But there was a catch; they were only allowed to use water as a fuel! They also had to design their rockets to carry a “passenger” – a raw egg which had to be returned safely to earth. The workshops, which will see the pupils launch a rocket and investigate the forces that act upon its journey into space, will focus on the scientific ideas introduced in this programme.
m/f

The popularity of Rough Science among young people is evident as the workshops have been fully booked for months. The first workshop (taking place twice daily from March 15 to17) is entitled Rocketeer Training for Beginners. This workshop will involve a mini rocket launch, taking in the sights as it orbits the earth on a voyage of discovery. The second workshop (also twice daily on March 18 and 19) is entitled In Your Face Space Race and is a race to build the best aerodynamic rocket. Pupils will also discover the secrets of satellites and send a message through space.
Editors’ Notes 

Rough Science 4 ran on BBC Two on Tuesday nights from 5 January 2004 to 10 February 2004. The series, which was filmed in Death Valley, USA, saw host Kate Humble and her team of five intrepid Rough Scientists (Kathy Sykes from Bristol, Jonathan Hare from Sussex University, Ellen McCallie from  the USA, Iain Stewart from  Glasgow University and Mike Bullivant from the Open University) take on a number of space-related challenges. 

The Science Museum is also holding a further two Rocketeer Training for Beginners workshops (without the Rough Scientists in attendance) on Sunday March 14 and Saturday March 20, which are open to the public.
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