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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Wednesday, November 9 2005  [PR5088]
Develop Entrepreneurial Business Ideas – with the OU Business School 
Would-be entrepreneurs can develop their skills and knowledge for developing innovative and successful business ideas – thanks to a new Open University Business School course. 
The three-month course – Developing Entrepreneurial Business Ideas – provides an important first step in the business planning process as it leads students through testing their ideas and experience to finalising an effective business proposition.
Course chair Professor Colin Gray said the course was a valuable resource for a wide range of potentially successful entrepreneurs.
He added: “It will benefit a large group of people – undergraduates, graduates, professionals and people without specific qualifications – who feel that within their knowledge and experience there is the potential for a successful business or significant project. This ranges from people with just the germ of an idea to those faced with a richness of attractive possibilities for business development.
“The course has a tight focus on clarifying aims and ideas – essential to success in both learning and business. Even though this should not be seen as a ‘start-up your own business course’ or a crash introduction to entrepreneurship, it does contain essential elements to meet both those objectives.

“It also includes those who are keen to start their own business, those who want to create something as part of a small team, those who want to change the direction of their existing business and those who work in small R&D or innovation units in larger organisations.”

The course has three key learning objectives:
 to provide an introduction to entrepreneurial concepts and competences;
 to lead the student through a critical examination of potential business ideas and the setting of clear objectives;
 to introduce the student to effective distance and online study methods.

The programme will use the methods enjoyed by thousands of Open University Business School students who are taking MBAs and other management qualifications. The School offers a combination of distance learning resources that includes study materials, tutor contact and support, computer conferencing facilities and course websites. Like all OU Business School courses, the unparalleled flexibility of this course allows students to continue to work and allows them to transfer immediately the skills and knowledge they develop during their studies to their work.

Would-be students seeking more information about the course can call 01908 653231 or visit the Courses and Qualifications section of the School’s website at http://www.open.ac.uk/oubs/qualifications/courses.htm
Editor’s Notes
The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.

The OU Business School has 30,000 students in the UK and more than 30 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level; of those, 16,000 have successfully completed their MBA and joined one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States. 
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