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News
For the attention of: news/education editors

Wednesday, 23 February 2005 [PR4970]

Stretching the brightest secondary school students: OU ready to help

Stretching the brightest and most able secondary school students by giving them an early experience of university level study – one of the key elements of the Government’s 14-19 Education and Skills White Paper released today – is an area where The Open University has already taken a leading role. It could also do much more according to the OU’s Vice-Chancellor Professor Brenda Gourley.
The Open University is currently providing higher education programmes to more than 1000 secondary students in some 80 schools across England, Wales and Northern Ireland through the Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (YASS). 
According to Professor Gourley, the OU is in an ideal position to expand and develop the scheme to other schools across Britain, in line with the UK Government’s objectives.
The Vice-Chancellor welcomed the Government’s intention, as outlined in the White Paper, to develop a scheme to enable talented young learners to stretch themselves and broaden their academic experiences before they leave secondary school. “The OU’s national reach, flexibility and expertise in distance learning – together with our commitment to making higher education available to all – means we have the capability and vision to deliver higher education programmes to the most talented and able school students utilising economies of scale,” said Professor Gourley.
“We welcome the Government’s initiative to provide increased opportunities for sixth form students and look forward to making an important contribution to this exciting new programme.”

Professor Gourley said learners should be encouraged regardless of their age and many young people will benefit from the knowledge and confidence that will come from pursuing higher education studies while still at school.
The Open University’s YASS project was piloted in 1996 in collaboration with Monkseaton Language College in North Tyneside, enabling final year students at the school to pursue the OU’s Open Mathematics course. 

In partnership with the Specialist Schools Trust, hundreds of school students across the country have the option of taking some 40 courses offered by the OU covering a variety of subjects including science, mathematics and computing, technology, humanities, social sciences and languages. 

The Open University’s regional centres in England, Wales and Northern Ireland have a dedicated contact to advise and support schools and students, and promote the opportunities locally.
“Successful YASS students need to be able, motivated and committed. School students who demonstrate self-discipline and application to their studies are best positioned to cope well with the formal structure of OU courses,” said Professor Gourley.

“School students who have gained higher education credits through OU study can set themselves apart, differentiate themselves as highly talented students, and demonstrate they can succeed at university level study.” Professor Gourley said that through YASS the OU had shown it has the quality programmes, student support processes, infrastructure, school network and technological capability to deliver higher education to the brightest school students across the country.

Editor’s Notes

Further information about YASS is available at http://www3.open.ac.uk/courses/search/yass.shtm
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