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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Monday, May 23 2005  [PR5013]
Exceptional OU Business School achievers are honoured
High-achieving students, graduates and a tutor have scooped awards presented by the Open University Business School at its annual awards ceremony at Shakespeare’s Globe, London, on Friday, May 20.
The winners – selected from the School’s 30,000 students and 15,000 MBA alumni –were chosen from the UK and the rest of Europe for successfully combining career achievement and academic excellence.

The OU Business School MBA Student of the Year award was presented to John Farrell, medical director with Pfizer Ireland. John, who oversees the running of Pfizer Ireland’s medical department, highlighted the flexibility of the School’s methods as one of the keys to his success. He has progressed through the School’s suite of professional development courses, beginning with the Professional Certificate in Management.  His award is sponsored by the Chartered Management Institute.

The award for the Continental Europe MBA Student of the Year was presented to Maggy Thorvardardottir, a service business analyst in Leimuiden, The Netherlands. She turned to the OU Business School MBA programme because its flexible methods allowed her to combine full-time work and study. The Continental Europe MBA Student of the Year Award is sponsored by a team of the OU Business School’s marketing representatives in continental Europe.

Other awards were presented to:
Gavin Stephens, of Salfords, Surrey 
Professional Diploma in Management Student of the Year; 
Chris Palm, of Hornchurch, Essex
Prof Derek Pugh Professional Certificate in Management Student of the Year; 
Anna Ozeretskaya, of Germany
Professional Certificate in Management Student of the Year for Continental Europe;

Jill Armstrong, of Leeds, and Sally Newell, of Uppingham, Rutland



Certificate in Accounting Students of the Year;

Mark Parrett, of Faversham, Kent
BA in Business Studies Student of the Year;

Denis O’Brien, of Sanderstead, Surrey
OU Business School Tutor of the Year;        
Neil Hutton, of Kingsclere, Hampshire, and Paul Saunders, of Bath




OU Business School Alumni of the Year.     
The awards were presented by Prof James Fleck, Dean of the OU Business School. He said: “All of the School’s award winners typify the efforts and determination of many thousands of our students, graduates and alumni. The exceptional talent and achievement they have shown make them outstanding examples of inspirational students and colleagues, in whom the School takes enormous pride.”
Editor’s Notes
The awards evening was held during the evening of Friday, May 20. Full information about each award winner, contact details and photographs are available by contacting Neil Coaten in the Open University media relations team on 01908 652580 or at n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk

The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported open learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.

The OU Business School has 30,000 students in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OU Business School course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level; of those, 15,000 have successfully completed their MBA and joined one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States. The School is among the largest schools and faculties of The Open University, itself the largest university in the UK. 
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