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News
For the attention of: Financial journalists, TV reviewers, TV previewers


Monday February 5 [PR5282]

Elle Macpherson, diets for men and lifestyle managers – The Money Programme returns to BBC Two
Tx: BBC Two, 7.00pm, Friday February 9
The Money Programme, the popular Open University and BBC co-production, returns for a new series on BBC Two from Friday February 9.

The eight programmes will cover issues as diverse as the male diet industry, the rise of the consumer industry surrounding children, and in a two-part special on the home technology revolution, an exclusive behind-the-scenes report on the launch of Windows Vista – Microsoft’s biggest ever product. 

Presenters Max Flint and Libby Potter will continue to investigate the stories behind the headlines of financial and money news, uncover fascinating facts and interview a whole spectrum of interesting people about their lives. They include the workers who enjoy their dream lives in Europe but commute back to the UK and supermodel turned entrepreneur Elle Macpherson as she continues to develop her international lingerie empire. 

Professor Elizabeth Daniel from the OU Business School said: “The partnership between the BBC and the OU Business School continues to provide entertaining, educational and thoughtful programmes on a wide range of topics. This series of The Money Programme is the sixth the OU has been involved with and we continue to support the programmes through a range of support material on the Open2.net website including exclusive articles and blogs by renowned academics on their specialist areas.” 
Full Series Synopsis

Coming To Your Screen: Microsoft Vista

TX: Friday, February 9th at 7pm on BBC Two. 

In the first of a two-part series on the home technology revolution The Money Programme has been given exclusive access to Microsoft for the launch of its biggest ever product - Windows Vista: the long-awaited successor to Windows XP.  The Money Programme talks to Microsoft chief executive Steve Ballmer, and investigates how the company that he and his partner Bill Gates built over the past 30 years is adapting to today's broadband, online world. The programme examines the unique partnership between Gates and Ballmer, and goes behind the scenes of Vista’s UK launch to discover if the product itself justifies the hype.

Coming To Your Screen: DIY TV 

Tx: Friday, February 16th at 7pm on BBC Two.

79-year-old Peter has more than two million viewers worldwide with films he made at home on his computer. In the digital age anyone can make their own programmes and share them with the world online. In the second part of the series on the home technology revolution The Money Programme meets the new stars of online broadcasting such as YouTube’s Peter who regularly pull in more viewers than some traditional TV channels. The sale of You Tube to Google for £883 million shows there are fortunes to be made in the scramble to launch online television.  Max Flint talks to the entrepreneurs who are hoping to strike it rich in this virtual Klondike.
Dream Commuters

TX: Friday, February 23rd at 7pm on BBC Two.

Britain’s commuters have the worst deal in all of Europe. They spend longer in their cars and trains than anyone else. But now there’s a revolution going on among the workforce as more and more workers are moving to Europe and still keeping their job in the UK. It’s all being made possible thanks to cheap air travel, the growth of flexible working and an increase in communication technology. The Money Programme’s Libby Potter meets the workers who enjoy their dream homes in France or Spain and travel regularly back to Britain for their job. And she looks at why this trend is likely to gather pace later this year when the new high speed Chunnel link comes into operation.

Cost of Kids

TX: Friday, March 2nd at 7pm on BBC Two.
It costs on average £180,000 to raise a child to the age of 21. The Money Programme reveals how these sums add up and the companies that are cashing in on the cost of kids. The children's industry is now big business as new and more elaborate products are coming onto the market. We talk to key players and reveal how nursery company Mamas & Papas is benefiting from parents’ willingness to splash out in style for their children. We spend time in the world of child fashion, where designer clothes have been scaled down but the bill remains as hefty as ever. The programme examines the social cost of these increased expenses as parents juggle work and family and even delay having children until the money’s in place.
Fat Man Thin

TX: Friday, March 9th at 7pm on BBC Two.
Traditionally men don't do diets. They are the great untapped market in the dieting industry: an industry with an annual global turnover of £7 billion. Men are more likely to be overweight than women yet perversely fewer men than women actually go on diets.  But now the industry is waking up to the potential that so many fat men offer. Books, diets, foods and drink are being targeted and launched at the nation’s overweight males. The Money Programme‘s Libby Potter investigates the efforts of Nimble, Coke and Tesco, as they launch new male-orientated lines and he travels to America to meet Nutrisystem, which has become a multi-million-dollar success story by targeting fat men – and is expanding to the UK soon.  
Conrad Black: A Money Programme Special
TX: Tuesday, March 13th at 10pm on BBC Two.
The Money Programme looks at the career of Conrad Black, multi-millionaire, peer and former owner of The Telegraph Group ahead of his forthcoming trial. 
Elle: Super Business Model

TX: Friday, March 23rd at 7pm on BBC Two.
The Money Programme has been granted exclusive backstage access to supermodel Elle Macpherson as she develops her international business empire. Her Intimates lingerie line has already become the market leader in Australia and New Zealand and among the leading sellers in Britain worth £40m last year. Now she's launching a new line of upmarket lingerie and trying to break into the most important market of all: America. We follow the world-famous model from design studios to boardrooms in London and LA to discover the business secrets of the woman they call The Body – the only model to make The Sunday Times Rich List. 

Home Help

TX: Friday, March 30th on BBC Two.
Servants are no longer the privilege of the super-rich. As people become busier, The Money Programme investigates the rise of new service industries that aim to take the strain.  For many people it’s no longer simply the case of having somebody in to help with the cleaning, now there are companies that offer to organise every aspect of their private lives. The programme looks at the growth of 10UK who will do everything from finding a plumber to finding somewhere to live. In a further development major companies such as Citibank and O2 are offering their staff lifestyle managers as part of their employment packages. But is it all worth it? The Money Programme investigates whether having a lifestyle manager can really turn your life around. 

Editor’s Notes

The OU Business School has co-produced eight programmes as part of this Money Programme series each examining various themes and current affairs issues. 
The Editor for the BBC is Clive Edwards and Series Producer is Michael Tuft. Executive Producer for The Open University is Emma De’Ath.  
 The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for more than 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.

 All broadcast information is correct at time of issue. 

For interview requests, Preview DVDs or other information please contact Guy Bailey or Mark Burey, contact details below
Resources

Related Courses and programmes from the OU Business School and The Open University:-
-
Masters in Public Administration (MPA)

-
Masters in Business Administration (MBA)

-
MBA (Technology Management) 


-
MBA (Life Sciences)

-
MSc in Human Resource Management

-
MSc in International Finance and Management

-
B615 Professional Certificate in Management

-
DB123
You and Your Money

Websites: 

OU Business School:
http://www.open.ac.uk/oubs

Courses:

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses 


Programmes:

http://www.open2.net
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Guy Bailey 


g.r.bailey@open.ac.uk 
+(44)
1908 653248

Mark Burey


mark.burey@bbc.co.uk
+(44)
208 225 9412
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