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FREE MANAGEMENT COURSE PLACES TO BENEFIT COMMUNITIES

Would-be students across Northern Ireland who are looking to develop their work-place skills are being encouraged to apply for free places on leading business courses.
A total of 25 students will be studying Open University Business School courses later this year thanks to a new initiative that aims to encourage flexibility among workers in the community and voluntary sectors and aims to upgrade their management and leadership skills. Applications from potential students are now being sought.
Funding for the £140,000 project comes from the EU Programme for Peace and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Border Counties of Ireland 2000-2004 (PEACE II).

Students will take the school’s Professional Certificate in Management, Professional Diploma in Management or MBA (Master in Business Administration) programmes. The Professional Certificate is customised for the public and non-profit sectors. Successful students will be encouraged to apply their new-found knowledge to their own organisations and use them to the benefit of their wider communities.
The Business Skills for the Social Economy Programme project is a joint project from the Open University in Ireland, the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, and a consortium of local enterprise agencies that are delivering the Invest Northern Ireland Community Business Programme (of which LEDCOM – Larne Enterprise Development Company – is the lead agency). 
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A further 25 students will be given the same opportunities next year. Most of the first cohort, who will begin studying in August, will study the Professional Certificate in Management – which can act as the first step towards studying for an OUBS MBA.
The programme will help to fulfil part of one of the priorities for the PEACE II programme – that of “skilling and building the social economy” as part of work to encourage social integration and the rebuilding of the social fabric in those communities most affected by conflict. The PEACE II programme recognises that this rebuilding work is vital to future reconciliation work among communities.
Leslie McCauley, regional manager of the Open University Business School in Ireland, said: “This partnership is providing a great opportunity for a significant number of people operating in the social economy of Northern Ireland to develop their skills capabilities and opportunities through participation at no cost in the School’s management programmes.”

Potential students who are looking for more information are asked to contact the BUSSEP Co-ordinator, The Open University in Ireland, 40 University Road, Belfast, BT7 1SU or on 028 9024 5025. The deadline for applications for the Professional Certificate and Diploma in Management places is Monday, June 30.
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. For more information, visit http://oubs.open.ac.uk
LEDCOM is one of Northern Ireland’s longest established local enterprise agencies; it acts as a catalyst for local enterprise and economic development. For more information, visit http://www.ledcom.org
The Community Foundation for Northern Ireland has a mission to improve the quality of life through enabling communities to tackle social need and divisions. For more information, visit http://www.communityfoundationni.org
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