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5th February 2004

OPEN UNIVERSITY HONOURS REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
NELSON MANDELA
The life and work of South African lawyer, freedom fighter and AIDS activist Nelson Mandela has been celebrated as he received an Open University honorary degree.  
He joined thousands of Open University graduates around the world who are preparing to receive undergraduate and postgraduate awards at more than 20 ceremonies nationwide and overseas.  

At his home in Cape Town, Nelson Mandela was awarded the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws by Professor Brenda Gourley the Open University’s Vice-Chancellor; she is the former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Natal.   
Professor Gourley explained why the university was privileged to be associated with Nelson Mandela:
“The Open University was founded on the principles of social justice, equality and opportunity.  Nelson Mandela’s work and life embodies these qualities.  His tireless efforts in fighting racism, hatred and discrimination are unrivalled.   
“He is an extraordinary man, a man universally acknowledged and revered as a hero and inspiration for all time, a man who sacrificed every personal freedom in the pursuit of great principle.

“Through all the years of his life, Nelson Mandela has recognised the importance of education.  He once said that ‘education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world’ and he fought wherever he could for the empowerment of people through education.

“Nelson Mandela’s life and work stands to inspire the world and his passion, morality and humanity reminds us, in the business of education, how liberating and powerful education can and should be.”
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Nelson Mandela is the first OU honorary degree recipient for 2004. Later in the year he will be joined by education pioneers, entrepreneurs, diplomats and leading lights in the charity and voluntary sectors who will also receive honorary awards.  

Poet, novelist and playwright Benjamin Zephaniah, the Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan Williams and journalist and television presenter Kirsty Wark are amongst the list of Open University honorary graduates.  

The Open University has been teaching in South Africa since 1997.  The Open University Business School (OUBS) and the University of South Africa’s School of Business Leadership (UNISA SBL) have been working in partnership to offer an internationally accredited MBA and other management development programmes to South African managers.

Professor Anton Ferreira, executive director of UNISA SBL, said: “There is a need for a premier international MBA in South Africa. All managers deserve access to world class management education and our partnership with the OUBS enables us to provide this.”

Notes to editors:

Also attending the honorary degree ceremony were the Baroness of Sandwell, Betty Boothroyd, current Chancellor of the Open University, and the former Speaker of the House of Commons; Professor Pityana, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of South Africa UNISA; Ann Grant, the British High Commissioner; and Andrew Sparks, deputy High Commissioner.  For more information on the Open University, degree ceremonies and honorary graduates visit www.open.ac.uk.  To download a hi-res photograph of Nelson Mandela receiving his award, click on http://www3.open.ac.uk/media/image-bank/news.asp
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