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1.2 The Media Relations Office

The Open University Media Relations team, part of the university's Communications Group, is made up of:

Gary Spink
Head of Media Relations
g.r.spink@open.ac.uk
53343

Eulina Clairmont



Media Relations Officer
e.clairmont@open.ac.uk 
53248

Neil Coaten
Media Relations Officer
n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk 
52580

Louis De La Foret



Media Relations Officer
l.delaforet@open.ac.uk
53256

Gabi Nobis
Media Relations Officer
g.nobis@open.ac.uk
55026
1.3 News releases issued

During the nine-week period covered by this report, 34 news releases were issued by the Media Relations team. Subjects included:

 the National Teaching Fellowship award for Chris Pegler of the Institute of Educational Technology (IET);

 the arrival at Saturn of the Cassini-Huygens probe, on which staff from the Planetary and Space Sciences Research Institute (PSSRI) are key scientists;

 the Open University Business School alumni dinner and awards ceremony for top-performing students and graduates;
 the presentation of honorary degrees to a number of honorary graduates, including artist Jack Vettriano, athlete Tanni Grey-Thompson and Jill Moss, founder of the Association of Young People with ME;

 the suite of new masters courses to be offered by the Open University Business School;

 upcoming BBC/OU peak-time series, including A Mile in their Shoes (for BBC One) and Sounds of Life (for radio);
 the election of Open University Business School Dean Prof Roland Kaye to the presidency of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA);

 a UK conference, organised by the university, about the history of criminal justice;

 Adult Learners Week activities (May);

 a number of OUBS alumni and networking events;

Copies of all news releases issued by the Media Relations team can be downloaded at www.open.ac.uk/media/
1.4 Media enquiries

The figures below show the number and source of media enquiries received by the media relations office during the period of this report (April 24 2004 to June 28 2004).


From newspapers (national, TES and THES)



22


From newspapers (local and regional)




97

From magazines (general interest)




18

From magazines (specialist and trade press)



  7


From radio







52


From television







19


From others (including website operators)



22









TOTAL
237

1.5 Media coverage

The figures below show the number and source of media coverage for the Open University during the period of this report (April 24 2004 to June 28 2004).


In national newspapers






 168


In regional newspapers






 537


In TES, THES







   18


In specialist and trade titles





   64


In general interest magazines





   51


Radio: local







   15


Radio: national







     8

Television







     6


Others including websites





 463









TOTAL          1,330
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           Report highlights


SECTION 2

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

A total of 1,800 of this year’s graduates took part in the Media Relations team’s Graduate Publicity Exercise, in which they agreed that information about their successful studies could be passed on to their local media. Work for the project reached its peak during the period of this report. At the time of preparing this report, 220 local media articles, prompted by the project’s work, were published. Details will be included in the September 2004 Media Coverage Report.

The level of expert comment provided for media articles by members of the academic staff remains consistent. More than 40 academics provided this type of comment or wrote articles for national and specialist titles during the period of this report.
The Beagle 2 Mars lander mission continued to attract extensive media coverage, particularly at the time at which a report into the failure of the mission was completed. More details can be found in Section 6 Research.

A wide range of university news and developments attracted coverage in a number of media sectors. A number of this year’s honorary graduates, for example, were the subject of significant levels of coverage.

Media relations work and resulting coverage for BBC/OU peak-time series continued. More details can be found in Section 11 Broadcast Features.
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SECTION 3

OU NEWS AND DEVELOPMENTS

Several of this year’s awards to honorary graduates were featured in national and regional press. They included:


 Journalist Feargal Keane, who received his degree at the Portsmouth ceremony

The News, Portsmouth
 Jill Moss, who founded the Association of Young People with ME

Milton Keynes Citizen; MKWeb

 Athlete Tanni Grey-Thompson, who received her award at the Newcastle upon Tyne ceremony






        BDaily website
 Artist Jack Vettriano, who received his award to mark his contribution to the arts

The Observer; Press Association; Aberdeen Press & Journal; Scotland on Sunday; The Scotsman; Birmingham Sunday Mercury; Coventry Evening Telegraph; Dundee Courier & Advertiser; Evening News, Edinburgh; Evening Times, Glasgow; 
Grimsby Evening Telegraph; Nuneaton Evening Telegraph; Oldham Evening Chronicle; Wolverhampton Express & Star; Yorkshire Evening Post;

 TV presenter and journalist Kirsty Wark, who received his award to mark his contribution to education and culture

Evening Times, Glasgow; Scottish Sunday Herald

 Journalist and entrepreneur Anthony Wilson, who was presented with his honorary degree at one of the Manchester ceremonies

Manchester Evening News
 Poet Benjamin Zephaniah





   The Voice
The Higher Education Bill, now going through Parliament, continues to attract coverage that refers to the OU. Among it:

 Reference to the tabling of an amendment, supported by Chancellor Baroness Boothroyd, that would ensure part-time students have access to the proposed new grant and bursary packages available.
             Times Higher Education Supplement
 “A range of assurances” offered by Government ministers about the OU’s future funding (May 2004)            

             Times Higher Education Supplement
News that the last course-related programmes are to be broadcast on BBC TV in 2006 was carried in THES and followed up elsewhere. The article went on to describe how the university will focus on prime-time broadcasting instead.



          

Times Higher Education Supplement; The Times; BBC News online
In a discussion piece about distance learning, journalist Stephen Hoare referred to the OU’s credentials. The feature also included an interview with Prof David Vincent, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, who described the sensitive economics of operating in the distance learning environment.







          The Guardian

Lord Bridge of Harwich, a former senior law lord, has completed an OU degree in mathematics at the age of 87, reported the Law Diary of the Law section of The Times.

Graduate Peter Tomkins was featured in regional and national press. He described his successful studies and his plans to take a part-time teaching position at the age of 73.

Daily Mail; Metro; Sunday Mirror; Reading Chronicle
The Open University Business School’s awards for top-performing students were the subject of a brief article in the Jobs and Money section of a national title and of articles in some regional media.

 





          The Guardian
Demand for OU courses and qualifications in health and social care has reached a record high, reported Scottish media.





          The Scotsman
News of the university’s new brand project is beginning to attract coverage in the specialist marketing press. 




 The Guardian; Precision Marketing
Precision Marketing also carried a profile interview with Dr Andrew Hobbs, director of marketing and customer development.
A conference that examined the role the Open University in Wales should be playing in post-devolution Wales generated Welsh media coverage.


          Western Mail
The signing of an agreement “to cement their ongoing relationship” between the OU and UNISON was reported.






           Morning Star
Northern Ireland local media reported the official launch of the Business Skills for the Social Economy Programme, which is presented by the Open University in Ireland in partnership with community groups in Northern Ireland.

    Larne Times; Tyrone Constitution
The listing of awards by the Heist higher education marketing awards included reference to an award for widening participation strategy presented to the OU.
          The Guardian
Specialist media continued to report the appointment of Prof Peter Walton as professor of accounting at the Open University Business School.

        Accounting & Business
The university’s Open Eye pages in The Independent continued. They are published on the first Tuesday of each month. Recent article themes have included research that suggests attitude to risk-taking may depend on birth-dates; and the university’s participation in the Knowledge Transfer Partnerships project.

l
            E-Learning and the e-university


SECTION 4

E-LEARNING AND THE E-UNIVERSITY

In an article about the most effective use of e-learning tools, Dean Taylor, director of technology development, commented on the university’s use of e-books and electronic course materials.




             Times Higher Education Supplement

The Open University was featured as a positive example of on-line higher education learning in an article on the failure of UKeU.




          The Guardian

A second article states the UKeU should have been in partnership with the OU, Oxford and Cambridge.





          Accountancy Age, Computing

A third article stated that the OU is on the shortlist of bidders for different parts of the UKeU venture. 





Times Higher Education Supplement
The OU was quoted as a prime example of how universities use e-learning to provide students with a flexible and varied learning experience.


        New Statesman
l




              Expert Comment


SECTION 5

EXPERT COMMENT

5.1 Academic comment in print media

5.2 Academic comment on broadcast media

5.3 Press articles by OU representatives

5.4 Published letters by OU representatives

5.1 Academic comment in news articles

Prof Ellie Chambers, Professor of Education, gave study tips to Bliss magazine.
Professor Clive Emsley is quoted in the New Statesman about the differences between French and British police tactics with the public.

Homophobia was a topic covered by Times Educational Supplement and they quote the OU’s Simon Forrest and his research on sexual behaviour as saying homosexuality in schools can be tricky for faith-based schools.

Dr Paula James, head of Classical Studies, contributed relevant quotes about the planet Venus to a Daily Express article.

Professor Barrie Jones, of the Faculty of Science, talked about other life in the universe in Fortean Times magazine.

Professor Ann Phoenix, of the Department of Psychology, is quoted as saying there’s a shortage of research into racism and mixed heritage young people. 
Dr Stephen Potter, Senior Research Fellow in the Energy and Environment Research Unit, is quoted in The Observer about his report predicting a dramatic shortfall in the annual fuel and vehicle excise duty. In the Kent Messenger, Dr Potter told Maidstone Borough Council about ways to reduce pollution and traffic congestion.

OU Law professor Gary Slapper is quoted in a Sunday Times article on the dramatic decline of the house burglar, and again in The Law Society’s Gazette about students entering law for the postgraduate pay that will enable them to pay off their student debt.

Dr Richard Stevens, senior lecturer in psychology, contributed to Focus magazine’s article on human behaviour.

5.2 Academic comment on broadcast media

Dr Simon Green was on BBC Radio Northampton talking about the asteroid named after him. 
Prof Trevor Herbert, OU Music professor on BBC Radio Wales reviewed newspapers.
Prof Barrie Jones appeared on BBC Radio 4’s The Material World talking about other life in the universe.
Dr Jeremy Mitchell, of the Department of Government and Politics, commented on BBC Three Counties Radio about Tony Blair’s political future.

Professor Colin Pillinger featured in a Channel Five story on Beagle 2.
5.3 Press articles by Open University representatives

VC Prof Brenda Gourley wrote in the Times Educational Supplement that UK higher education needs a new funding model to take part time students into consideration.

Professor of Social Sciences Andrew Blowers wrote in Town and Country Planning about “Integrating environment into education.”

Emeritus Professor of History Arthur Marwick wrote in the Sunday Times how the 60s decade taught the world to swing.

Professor Colin Pillinger wrote about future exploration in space for The Times.

Dr Stephen Potter, Senior Research Fellow in the OU Department of Design and Innovation, wrote in Town and Country Planning about the Rail Review bringing “an end to a cycle of folly and neglect that has brought the UK’s railways to a crisis point.”
Dr Dave Rothery, senior lecturer in earth sciences, wrote a review of two books on volcanoes for The Time Higher Educational Supplement.

OU Law professor Gary Slapper continued his column Case Notes for The Times as well as contributing his list of Ten Great Lawyers and Ten Useful Latin Phrases.

Dr Dan Weinbren, chair of the Friendly Societies Research Group at the OU, wrote an article for Ancestors magazine about the history of Friendly Societies.
Prof Richard MS Wilson, visiting research professor at OUBS, was one of three authors of an article on the “evolving role of the financial function” in Accounting and Business.
An article on Solder Joint Reliability in a Lead-free Environment by Professor of materials Bill Plumbridge was featured in Electronics Manufacture and Test magazine.
5.4 Published letters by Open University representatives

Professor Lorna Hardwick, of the Department of Classical Studies, rose to the defence of the study of classical subjects in a letter to the editor of Country Life.

OU Law professor Gary Slapper warned of big brother government if identity cards are implemented in the UK in a letter to The Independent. Two days later, Dr Chris Williams of the European Centre for the Study of Policing wrote a similar comment in a letter to The Independent editor and one in The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph.
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SECTION 6

RESEARCH NEWS


Faculty of Science

Dr Carol Joinson, a Research Fellow in Biological Science, is quoted in Limited Edition magazine, Huddersfield Daily Examiner and  MK News as saying winter babies have a more thrill-seeking life than summer babies because of higher levels of dopamine in their brains at the time of year they’re born. Dr Joinson originally presented her findings to The British Psychological Society’s Annual Conference at Imperial College, London. 

Professor John Zarnecki of PSSRI is quoted in the Leicester Mercury  and The Daily Telegraph, The Times, The Guardian (twice) on his speciality research: NASA’s Cassini-Huygens impending exploration of Saturn and its moon Titan. He was also quoted extensively in online news articles and took part in a number of radio interviews.
The Garden reported on the research of PhD student Carly Stevens on the effects of nitrogen pollution to UK grasslands, a study that made all the major newspapers and magazine back in March.

Faculty of Education and Language Studies
Researcher Eileen Mansfield, of the university’s Centre for Childhood, Development and Learning asked for babies to be part of an OU investigating the understanding of time that four-month-old infants have and how this understanding influences the way in which they and their parents interact.
MK News; FM103 Horizon
          Other research
The Times Educational Supplement quoted research done by Stephen Godwin of the Open University on creative skills.

Janet Reeves, a PhD research student at the Open University writes in Community Care magazine about research that shows young fathers want to be involved as a good parent.

A former postgraduate student at the Open University (and credited for it), Dan Morgan, has discovered the “recipe” for the 1944 eruption of Mt Vesuvius volcano.

Further Education Today reported on a British Academy symposium organised by OU senior lecturer Dr Ilona Roth on the study of human imagination.

The Eastern Daily Press reported that the Open University was part of a team of scientists studying the murky waters of Diss Mere to determine its origin and history.

MORi/Open University research was used for a story in Local Authority Waste and Environment about what customers need to know about what and what cannot be re-cycled. The same study was quoted in Materials Recycling Week magazine.
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SECTION 7

NEGATIVE AND SENSITIVE COVERAGE

7.1 Beagle 2 inquiry report coverage
7.2 Other coverage

7.1 Beagle 2 inquiry report coverage

The report of the official enquiry into the Beagle 2 mission to Mars attracted comprehensive national and international media coverage. Although detailed information from the report was not made public, recommendations for potential future missions were made.

The majority of press coverage referred to Prof Colin Pillinger as the project’s lead scientist. Not all referred to him being at the OU or the university’s involvement in the mission. Those publications that did include one or both of these references included:

Financial Times; The Guardian; The Guardian Weekly; The Independent; The Independent on Sunday; Sunday Telegraph; Sunday Times;  The Times; New Scientist; Aberdeen Press & Journal; Birmingham Post; Cambridge Evening News; Dundee Courier & Advertiser; Glasgow Herald; MK News; The Scotsman; Western Daily Press; Western Mail; Western Morning News; Irish Independent; The News, Portsmouth
Another 70 national and regional press articles reported on the publication of the inquiry report without making specific reference to the OU’s involvement.

A number of media outlets also reported that – at a press conference on the day of the report’s launch – Prof Pillinger said a Martian heatwave caused by dust storms disturbing the atmosphere probably led to the mission’s failure.

There was also extensive coverage on many of the UK’s national TV and radio news services.

Several editorial comment pieces raised questions about the secrecy their publications perceived around the report. Among them was comment from the New Scientist, whose comment article called for the report to be published. “Unless it is, questions will remain about what the UK government and ESA have to hide,” it ended.

Other editorial comment pieces made positive comments about the mission. Comment by The Independent, for example, included: “(Professor Pillinger) had the vision which, arguably, the European Space Agency did not. And it’s worth remembering that had Beagle 2 been successful, as it very nearly was, we would be feting Professor Pillinger as a hero, rather than discussing the nuances of critical reports.”
Similarly, a comment piece in the Yorkshire Post included: “Even though the probe itself was lost, the technical problems overcome by Colin Pillinger and his Open University team represent a triumph of imagination, intellect and effort.”
7.2 Other coverage
News that the university is to offer an Understanding Media course from 2006 prompted a negative discussion about the status of celebrity in society by regional press columnist Jaci Stephen.





    South Wales Echo
l




        Students and staff


SECTION 8

STUDENTS AND STAFF

8.1
2004 graduates

8.2
Former students and 
             pre-2004 graduates

8.3       Current students

8.4       OU staff 
Current and former Open University students and staff are often featured in all types of media. Many of them mention their OU connections in an article that has an unconnected theme. The lists that follow are by no means exhaustive.

8.1 2004 graduates and successful students


2004 graduates and successful students whose studies were mentioned in press 
articles included:



Jo Johnson, who has just been promoted at a public relations company, 

was featured in the Western Mail Series;



Ester Morris, who was featured in the life-style section of the Brighouse 

Echo;



Mandy Smith, Diana Wright and Jane Hall who have gained Specialist 

Teaching Assistant Course awards were featured in the Walsall Chronicle. 

Please note that this list does not include press articles that were generated by the 2004 Graduate Publicity Exercise; details of the results of this project will be published in the September 2004 Media Coverage Report.
8.2 Former students and pre-2004 graduates

Former students whose studies were mentioned in press articles included:

Ann Brand, of Exeter, who has been nominated for an Echo Heroes Award;

Simon Edens, who has been appointed new divisional commander of  Huntingdon and Fenland Police;

Stuart Harris, a journalist from Essex who has died after a long illness;

graduate Paul Maynard, who gained his degree while looking after six children;

New director of Leeds Social Services, Rosemary Archer;

John Stewart who has been appointed by National Australia Bank to lead it though its worst crisis in 147 years;

Honorary graduate, Professor Hyam Maccoby, a leading light in biblical scholarship who recently passed away;

Playwright Willy Russell.
8.3 Current students

Among current students who mentioned their studies in press articles were:


Pat Lyes who was awarded a bursary for her OU studies – but donated it 

to an educational fund;


British Army private David Porter who is studying while in Iraq was 

featured in his local media;


Louise Palmer, who has written a book to help young people with 


depression, was featured in local press;


Dorrette Hanson, who is in the final 10 for the Loan Parent of the Year 

Award, as reported by the Birmingham Evening Mail;

· Youth Worker, Lisa Usher, was profiled in the Plymouth Evening Herald;

· Richard Comber who has been appointed parish councillor according to his local paper;

· Mandy Corbett, was featured in an article on Adult Learners’ Week.
8.4 OU staff and representatives


OUBS Associate Tutor Paul Robathan has been elected as the new leader of the 
South Somerset District Council.

          Plymouth Sunday Independent

Lecturer Viv Pope was featured in his local press in relation to a book he has written 
entitled The Eye of the Beholder
.


    South Wales Evening Post

An obituary on Ralph Toomey, who played a role in establishing the OU, was printed in his local press.



                         Sevenoaks Chronicle
An obituary on Joan Mason, senior OU lecturer and reader in Chemistry, appeared in a national newspaper.





          The Guardian
An article on 300 OU staff who have completed a European Computer Driving License course appeared in a trade magazine.



 IT Training
Political lecturer Peter Smith has set up The Respect the Unity Coalition.




       The Hartlepool Mail, Newcastle Upon Tyne Sunday Sun 
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SECTION 9

LIFELONG LEARNING

9.1
General features

9.2
Current courses

9.3
Future courses

9.1 General features

Readers were encouraged to consider studying with the Open University through articles in the following:


National titles:



Daily Mirror



FT Weekend



Times Educational Supplement


The Guardian
Regional titles:


Dorset Echo



Waterford News and Star


Guernsey Press and Star



Oxford Mail



East Anglian Daily Times



Dartford Messenger



Northern Echo



Cumberland News

Specialist titles:


Primetime Spring (Eastbourne Herald)

PC Plus


Enterprise Server
9.2 Current courses


OUBS’s MBA course was featured in a number of articles. 


            





Professional Broking, The Times, MC2

The OU’s Start Writing Fiction
course was featured in an article on how to write 
fiction.







 Let’s Talk (Norfolk)



The School of Health and Social Welfare’s course: Foundations in Palliative Care: A 
Programme of Facilitated Learning for Care-home Staff was featured in a trade 
publication.






     Nursing Times

      
9.3 Future courses

Among the new OU courses highlighted in media articles were:

A new online course (unnamed) in:



THES



MSc in International Finance and Management 
in:
The Guardian


Understanding Children in:



Barrow Advertiser
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SECTION 10

NEWS FROM THE REGIONS

Region 2
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the South that attracted coverage included:


 an open event in Swindon.
Region 3
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the South-West attracted coverage included:


 open events in Barnstaple, Bath, Cheltenham, Chippenham, Exeter, Tiverton, Torquay and Truro.
Region 5
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the East Midlands that attracted coverage included:


 participation in the East Midlands Universities Association.
Region 6
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the East of England that attracted coverage included:


 an open event in Norwich.
Region 8
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the North-West that attracted coverage included:

 an open event in Stockport.
Region 9
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the North that attracted coverage included:


 participation in Knowledge House, the network of the region’s universities.
Region 11
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in Scotland that attracted coverage included:


 Adult Learners Week events in Orkney;
 participation in careers and education events across Scotland;
 open events in Dundee, Kirkwall and Shetland.
Region 12
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in Ireland that attracted coverage included:


 open events in Ballina, Castlebar and Westport.
Region 13
Events and activities organised by or featuring the Open University in the South-East that attracted coverage included:


 sponsorship of Brighton Festival events.
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    Broadcast Features


SECTION 11
BROADCAST FEATURES

11.1       Coverage for BBC/OU      programmes

11.2       Other coverage

11.1 Coverage for BBC/OU programmes

School Day


School Day provided a 24-hour snapshot of the UK’s education system, as 

filmed by 10 BBC crews in different locations around the UK on 


January 15th 2004 – the day the league tables were announced. School 


Day featured  a head teacher from Sheffield, a maths teacher from 


South London, a trainee teacher in Liverpool, the only teacher in a 


remote school in Scotland, a bus driver and a sixth former applying to 


the University of Ulster, among others.

Television listings magazines previews and features

8


National press previews





31

National press articles





3

Regional press previews and reviews



29

Regional press articles





6

Specialist titles






5

Broadcast features





1

TOTAL






77






Stardate: Transit of Venus



Stardate: Transit of Venus introduced, explained and then followed the day’s 

activities as on Tuesday 8 June 2004 as the world witnessed the first Transit 

of Venus to be seen for 122 years. 
Radio listings magazines previews and features


2

National press pick-of-the day, previews
 and reviews

8

National press articles





*

Regional press previews and reviews



2

Regional press articles





6

Specialist titles






3


Broadcast Features





7

Other







6

TOTAL






34

*There were many articles published on the Transit of Venus which did not mention the programme, but which will have still roused people’s interest in finding out more about the Transit and the day’s activities.

11.2 Other coverage

Repeats of Landscape Mysteries appeared in the media as picks of the day.



      




 
        Western Morning News
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SECTION 12

AND FINALLY …

Beagle Barks and Bites: Jeremy Clarkson writes that the country needs to make space for genius. Next to a photo of Professor Colin Pillinger, Clarkson writes: “Of course, what the Luddites would like is for Britain’s under-funded and chaotic space programme to be closed down. What I would like to see is the money being spent on useless outreach jobs being diverted to brilliant men like Pillinger. I’d like to see another Beagle up there as soon as possible.”








The Sun
Eddie the Beagle: From The Scotsman, 25 May 2014 (sic; May 2004 article is a forward-looking tongue-in-cheek piece)
Mystery still surrounds the fate of Beagle 9, the latest European space mission  to Mars, thought to have crashed on Pluto having miss its Mars landing point “by a hair’s breadth”…

Beagle 9, constructed by Transbus, fuelled by Buckfast and operated by Network Rail, ceased sending signals last summer…Tony Blair, President of the European Commission , roundly dismissed reports that a giant hand had moved Mars a million miles to the left.”

Degree of Laughter: Lenny Henry continues to make news for his comedy and his Open University studies. Sue Carroll of the Western Morning News column Last Night’s Television says: “After taking time out to concentrate on studying for an Open University degree, Lenny is back on top form.”

Marion McMullen writing in the Coventry Evening Telegraph writes: “… it is these many hidden intricacies of character and personality that Lenny has been busily studying during the fourth year of his Open University degree in English Literature – a subject which he says he chose in order to brush up on both his observational and TV directing skills”.

Jerry returns: Former model Jerry Hall, the ex-wife of Mick Jagger is releasing her first single record, and about to re-start her Open University studies on Enlightenment and Romanticism.

The Daily Telegraph
A Face in the Crowd: Christopher South writes in the Cambridge Evening News about “the absurdities of life.”

After reacting with horror at seeing OU Chancellor Baroness Boothroyd’s autobiography marked down to 99p at a bookstore, he went on to describe seeing a face at the OU graduation in Ely Cathedral he couldn’t quite remember:

“She solved the mystery by coming up and bluntly declaring: ‘I am Lady Wilson and my husband invented the Open University.’

Lady Wilson was attending Saturday’s event because her son Robin, already an OU maths lecturer, was receiving a first class honours degree in music. His brother Giles is also a graduate of the university his dad devised,” wrote South.
Peeved at Privacy: The Argus, Brighton, columnist Simon Bradshaw writes about an OU graduate who wrote to the paper angry that the paper’s article on successful Open University graduates from Sussex left him out.

The graduate wrote: “I was disappointed. To obtain my degree I had to balance full-time work, family commitments and part-time study for six year. A little bit of recognition in a local newspaper should not be too much to ask for.”



continued
Bradshaw answered with the news he got from the OU about its successful Graduate Publicity Exercise: “His name was not released to the media because he had not signed a data protection release form.”

The media relations team is permitted to release information about graduates only when they give the team permission to do so; The graduate in this case had given no such permission; had he done so, the team would have released information about him to The Argus with pleasure.
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