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Tuesday, September 14 2004
THE OPEN UNIVERSITY RETAINS TOP FIVE RANKING FOR TEACHING QUALITY
The Open University has retained its top five ranking of UK universities in the latest national table for teaching quality. 
The Sunday Times University Guide 2004’s table of universities with the best marks for teaching places the OU at fifth place – ahead of Oxford and University College London – for the second successive year. 
The ranking, which continues to be the OU’s highest in any national media table, is based on official judgements of teaching quality made by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. Its inspectors – academics from other universities – have rated the teaching quality in 86 per cent of the Open University departments they have seen since 1995 as ‘excellent’.
The Sunday Times table, which was published on Sunday, September 12, ranked universities according to the percentage of departments assessed as ‘excellent’. Another seven OU subjects, which were assessed before 1995, have also been rated as ‘excellent’, but these results were not included in the compilation of the table for teaching quality.
Open University Vice-Chancellor Professor Brenda Gourley welcomed news of the university’s ranking. She said: “The long-standing quality of the Open University’s courses remains one of the keystones of our success. The OU has retained its place among those universities that provide the very highest quality of teaching, and this is an achievement of which our staff and students can be justifiably proud. 
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“The OU’s teaching quality – together with our expertise in supported learning methods – continues to not only help thousands of our students fulfil their ambitions, develop their skills and further their careers, but also provides leadership for distance learning providers the world over.”
The Sunday Times guide’s main University League Table, also published on Sunday, September 12, does not include the Open University because several of the criteria used in its compilation. The newspaper says in its full listing for the Open University: “Just four institutions – Cambridge, Loughborough, York and the LSE – have a better teaching record than the OU. With 19 subjects given top ratings by the assessors, the OU should appear highly on any league table. It doesn’t, simply because it is impossible to collect data in areas such as graduate employment and dropout rates when most students are employed to begin with and often take six or more years to finish their studies.”
The Open University is the UK’s largest university. More than 160,000 people across the country are currently studying with the OU; more than 40,000 people worldwide are also students. One in five of all part-time higher education students in the UK is studying with the Open University. 
Would-be students looking for more information about the university can call 01908 653231 or visit www.open.ac.uk

EDITOR’S NOTES
The top ten rankings in the Sunday Times University Guide 2004 league table of best marks for teaching (with percentage of subjects assessed since 1995 that are rated as ‘excellent’  in brackets) are held by: 1 Cambridge (96.29%); 2 Loughborough (94.74%); 3= London School of Economics (87.5%); 3= York (87.5%); 5 The Open University (86.67%); 6 Oxford (85.71%); 7 Imperial College (81.82%); 8 University College London (77.42%); 9 Essex (76.92%); St Mark and St John, Plymouth (75%).
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