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Robot Football ‘World Cup’ in Milton Keynes
ROBOCUP JUNIOR COMPETITION , 29 March 2003

On Saturday, 29th March 2003 after weeks of robot building and programming aided by members of the Open University, over 100 children from schools in Milton Keynes and Bedfordshire will take their robotic creations to the UK RoboCup Junior Regional Finals at Bletchley Park. 
Bletchley Park was the centre of Allied code breaking activities during WWII and home to significant technological innovation, including the invention of the world’s first electronic computer. Now run by a charitable Trust, the Park is open to the public and it is proud to host the UK RoboCup Junior Regional Finals. 

Primary and secondary school teams from all over the region will be competing with one another for the title of Regional Champion. The winners in each competition - Robot Dance, Robot Rescue, and Robot Football - will be considered as potential UK representatives at the international RoboCup competition in Padua, Italy.
RoboCup is an international scientific endeavour whose goal is to produce a humanoid robot football team capable of beating the human World Cup champions by the year 2050.  RoboCup Junior intends to inspire today’s children to become tomorrow’s engineers – perhaps the same engineers who will create those robots. 

RoboCup Junior UK is part of the international RoboFesta network, which is co-ordinated in the UK by the Open University's Professor Jeffrey Johnson. RoboFesta aims to promote interests in science and technology through robotic activities. RoboFesta-UK would like to see robotics playing a fuller role in the school timetable as part of the national curriculum for IT and Design and Technology.

“Robot Soccer and Robot Dance have been shown to have great educational value in Japan, Australia, and Scandinavia. I am delighted that we are able to host this event at Bletchley Park, the birthplace of the modern computer.” Professor Jeff Johnson

“My dream, given Bletchley codebreaker Alan Turing’s work on artificial intelligence, is that one day we will see the Robot World Ballroom Dancing Championships in the historic ballroom at Bletchley Park.” Christine Large, Trust Director, Bletchley Park.

Robotics is not solely concerned with science and engineering education, it encourages creativity in all disciplines. Last year’s robot dance winners danced along with their machine to their own piece of music!

The three competitions are:

Robot Football - one-a-side robot footballers compete on a specially designed tabletop using a specially designed, infra-red football. 

Robot Dance - a test of creativity: teams must build, decorate and program a robot to dance along to a tune of their own choosing or composition. Teams may also dance along with their robots. The winners will be decided by a team of judges who will rate entries on factors such as originality and choreography. 

Robot Rescue - robots must follow a line through a series of rooms and up and down steeply inclined ramps, identifying ‘bodies’ on their path and summoning assistance for each one. Points are awarded on the number of ‘bodies’ found and the time taken to search all the rooms.

For each competition, the team must build and program a robot appropriate for the task. 
The day long finals event at Bletchley Park involves:

· A short introductory talk on RoboFesta-UK and the Open University Community Robotics Programme;

· Robot Football tournament, in which each team will play at least 2 matches;

· Robot Rescue competition, involving heats and finals of this race to save lives against the clock;

· Robot Dance spectacular, with robot dancers bringing the Bletchley Park ballroom to life;

· Prize ceremony.

Attendance at the competition finals is open to all. This special event opens to visitors at 9:30. Last admission at 15:30. Live score results including video feeds will be available throughout the day at http://robots.open.ac.uk/
In addition, the five new exhibitions inaugurated last year will be open, together with permanent collections in the cryptology trail and many, lively displays by volunteer exhibitor groups. 
For more information about RoboFesta-UK see www.robofesta-uk.org or contact Angie Swain, by email, robofesta@open.ac.uk or telephone on 01908 652944.

Media contacts:

Christine Large, Bletchley Park, telephone: 01908 647269 or 07971 193546. 
On the day, telephone: 01908 640404
Media wishing to attend should pre-register with Sue May on 01908 647269.
Gary Spink, Open University Media Relations, telephone 01908 653343

Notes to editors:

Images from last year’s RoboCup Junior Regional Final can be viewed at http://rcj.open.ac.uk
Bletchley Park, also known as Station X, was home to the famous code breakers of the Second World War and is the birthplace of modern computing and communications. It is now a heritage site run by a charitable Trust with historic buildings, educational activities, conferences, exhibitions, tours for visitors and special events. A technology incubator where scientific entrepreneurs can develop new ideas and products will be opening at Bletchley Park during 2003. See also: http://www.bletchleypark.org.uk
