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THOUSANDS OF DREAMS FULFILLED 
Studying with the Open University has given more than 11,500 new graduates an inspirational learning experience in the world of science, business, humanities, and arts, say students qualifying for undergraduate and postgraduate degrees this year.

For many, their studies increased their career opportunities leading to promotions, career changes or gave them the incentive to start their own business ventures.   
Among this year’s graduates in your region are:

· An army helicopter pilot who left school with just O levels – now graduating with a BSc Science and Computing 

· Barbara Williams, who, when younger, was told that she wasn’t very clever, now she is graduating with BA (Hons) Humanities with English literature. 

· A forklift truck driver whose studies in Community Justice, Social Policy and Criminology have led to a new career in the probation service. 

Information about these graduates is attached as well as lists of other graduates with amazing stories of career progression and fulfilling life-long dreams.

One student said 

“Studying with the OU has changed my life.  I now have a greater and deeper appreciation of the Earth system.  Experiments from my course that stand out for me are measuring the moon's diameter with a 2p coin and a broomstick and measuring the sun's luminosity with an oil spot and music stand. The OU made learning come alive!”




The challenging and stimulating learning experience offered by the OU is echoed by another student who said:

“Attaching electrodes to fellow students to check their heart rates, identifying rock samples by grinding between the teeth, quantifying and qualifying plant specie variation whilst laying in a field on a sunny day, 









M/F

determining oxygen content in running water by paddling in a stream are just some of the experiments that inspired my appetite for science.  I have now progressed from an admin assistant to a laboratory assistant.”
Two graduates will also receive a special award; the Sir John Daniel Award, named after the former OU Vice-Chancellor, for outstanding academic achievement in a course or achievement while experiencing difficult personal circumstances.

The 2004 winners are:

· Miss Alice Friedl, from Brighton, who at 30 years old has suffered with rheumatoid arthritis since the age of ten and has had both knees replaced.  
· Miss Deborah Hinks, from Lincoln, who is the top performing student on the course, You, Your Computer and the Net, gaining 98%.
Professor Brenda Gourley, the Open University’s Vice-Chancellor says she is proud of the OU’s ability to widen access into higher education, she said:

“Each year we witness how education enriches the lives of thousands of our students.  The Open University will continue to help people from all the sections of society to fulfil their dreams and ambitions, further their careers and get the most out of their studies.”


Editor’s Notes

Details about OU study are available from the central course enquires centre on 01908 653231, from the OU’s website at http://www.open.ac.uk or by contacting one of the university’s 13 regional centres listed below:

London 0207 431 1048; South East 01342 410545; South 01865 735 140; South West 0117 925 6523; West Midlands 0121 428 1550; East Midlands 0115 962 5475; The East of England 01223 361 650; Yorkshire 0113 245 1466; North West 0161 998 7007/7478; North 0191 213 1380; Wales 02920 665 636; Edinburgh 0131 225 2889; Ireland 02890 323722.

Media enquiries: Gary Spink 01908 653343; Eulina Clairmont 01908 653248; Louis De La Foret 01908 653256; Neil Coaten 01908 652580; Gabi Nobis 01908 655026 
Pilot flies to higher education with OU

Tom Martin, Helicopter Pilot, BSc Science and Computing Marston Magna, Yeovil 

Unfinished business brought Tom Martin to the OU, to fulfil his ambition of getting a degree.

Having left school without doing any A levels, Mr Martin, 45, joined the army to fly, and became a helicopter pilot.

He said: “I didn’t go to university after school and ended a tradition of 100 years of family vets! After 18 years I took up the degree course with the OU to fill in time while away from home.

“I studied computers and IT which was not the most practical subject before the widespread use of the internet. With the changes in distance learning things became easier and I also had tremendous support from my tutor and fellow students who were only an email away.

“I left the army six years ago and still fly helicopters for the police and air ambulance. I really enjoyed my time with the OU and would like to top up my degree at some point. I am really interested in web design.”
“Pester power” results in OU degree

Julia Taylor, housewife from Westbury in Wiltshire. BA Classical Literature

Personal recommendation is often how people take up courses with the Open University.

Julia Taylor, 63 from Westbury in Wiltshire found herself enrolling after a friend persuaded her to join.

She said: “I joined the OU in 1994 because a friend of mine at church had decided to do an arts degree and to be honest she needled me about it until I gave in and agreed to join as well!

 “I had always wanted to do a degree and I could have gone to university-if I had worked a bit harder! In those days the subjects that girls were offered were not that inspiring, but I have loved studying with the OU.

“I am hoping to go on now and do a training course as a reader for the church. This will involve three years of theology and it will be very tough. I would definitely study with the OU again, I thought it was a wonderful experience.”
OU offers choice in changing careers at 50 plus

Mark Jackson, Army Officer, BA in History, Shrivenham, Wiltshire
Leaving the forces for a life as a civilian can seem a daunting task. Mark Jackson, a Lt Colonel in the army has got it covered and feels confident that his OU degree will stand him in good stead.

Having travelled the world and worked as part of UN Peacekeeping force, a liaison officer in America and served in Northern Ireland for four and a half years, Mr Jackson 53 has a lot of experience under his belt.

He said: “My father was a historian and lectured at Oxford and I really wanted to do a history degree.

“I began my OU study as I wanted a degree to start a second profession ready for my retirement in 2006. I studied over six years in three different posts and OU regions  running military exercises on Salisbury Plain, commuting into Whitehall and then in America where the internet was essential. I sat one exam in the British Embassy in Washington.

“I have had fantastic support from the army and I am now involved in developing a new education strategy for the army in conjunction with the Open University.

“I am sure that my degree will help with civilian life and I am glad that I did it.”

Fear disappears with OU study

Marcella Wyatt, Technician, BSc Natural Sciences, Yate, Gloucestershire 
Facing the fear of having a panic attack has not deterred Marcella Wyatt from completing her studies with the OU.

The 29-year-old technician from south Gloucestershire suffered panic attacks during her studies, but has found that her confidence has soared, particularly since she graduated.

With some financial help from her employers, Marcella now has the opportunity to do a Masters and then a PhD if she wants to continue with her studies.

She said: “I did think I must be mad at times when the study all got too much! I started with the OU to prove to myself that I had something in my head and that I could do it. After the first year when I did so well I decided to carry on and I have never looked back.
 “I am a technician for the Department of Cardiac Research at the University of Bristol, and so my degree has been very relevant to my job.  I was lucky enough to be able to study at work during quiet times, and if I needed an extension for an assignment my tutors were very supportive.

 “I really did enjoy studying with the OU, but it was really, really hard work!”
Life changing degree is soon to be a novel

Barbara Williams, BA (Hons) Humanities with English literature, Swindon, Retired, 

A lifelong ambition to write has become a reality for 65-year-old Barbara Williams from Swindon.

Having always been told she was not very clever, Miss Williams stayed at home to take care of her invalid mother while her “brainy” sisters got on with their lives.

After leaving a violent marriage, she raised three children on her own, then having worked for Harrods for ten years was made redundant.

She became a foster carer for children with mental disabilities and began a psychology course at a local college. Just before her 60th birthday, Miss Williams joined the OU.

 She said: “I didn’t even take my 11 plus at school-I have never had a qualification in my life. When I was a foster carer I developed severe arthritis to the point where I couldn’t do it any more and had to give up. My psychology course was not relevant to my work anymore so I was encouraged to change courses.

“I did and studied with the OU for my degree. I have always wanted to write a book and I am hoping to take the OU course on how to write a novel. When I became really ill and ended up in a wheelchair I didn’t want to carry on, I didn’t want to be bothered. The Open University helped me turn my life around. My condition is really debilitating, and I would not have attempted to continue to study without the OU.”

Miss Williams is planning to write her first novel based on some of her family history.
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