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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Friday, November 11 2005  [PR5090]
OU Business School graduate is named as national MBA award finalist
Open University Business School MBA graduate John Farrell has been named as a finalist in the MBA Student of the Year 2005 awards from the Association of MBAs.

Dr Farrell, the medical director for Pfizer Ireland, is the third OU Business School student in four years to have been honoured by the association. He was one of four finalists at the award, which recognises academic success among individuals who have shown outstanding strengths and qualities during their MBA studies.

The award also recognises those students who are likely to go on to make significant contributions to their chosen field. Dr Farrell was also named OU Business School MBA Student of the Year at the School’s own awards in May. He was among the guests at the association’s gala dinner last night (Thursday, November 10).
Dr Farrell’s studies with the OU Business School began with the Professional Certificate in Management. On successfully completing that programme, he moved on to the Professional Diploma in Management – which can offer a route into the School’s MBA programme. 
It was the flexibility of the School’s MBA programme and its methods that attracted him because they allowed him to combine a demanding career and regular travel.

Professor James Fleck, Dean of the OU Business School, said the recognition of John’s achievements was richly deserved. “His dedication and commitment to his studies and his outstanding results combine to make him a worthy recipient of the association’s honour,” he added. 
“The School and its staff are proud of his achievement and gratified to see the exceptional talent and commitment to be found in many thousands of our students – and typified by John Farrell – brought to the public’s attention.”
Finalists among the association’s MBA Student of the Year 2004 included OU Business School MBA graduate Paul Mylrea. The association’s 2002 MBA award went to Phil Parvin, then a Lieutenant Commander in the Royal Navy, who completed his OU Business School MBA in that year. 
Editor’s Notes
The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported open learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.

The OU Business School has 30,000 students in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OU Business School course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level; of those, 15,000 have successfully completed their MBA and joined one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States. 

AMBA, The Association of MBAs, is the leading international authority on the development of business leaders and represents the interests of accredited MBA graduates and students, business schools and employers. It is a vision that recognises the Association’s strengths as the guardian of MBA quality standards and the unique role that they play in supporting business schools to develop business leaders. The Association provides a network for MBAs, business schools and employers. It also offers an important forum for the exchange of knowledge, ideas and best practice. 
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