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News
For the attention of: Science news editors

Monday 4 April 2005  [PR4988]
Open University space scientists honoured for achievement

Two space scientists from The Open University have scooped individual awards in the first annual Sir Arthur Clarke awards for achievement in space in a ceremony this  weekend.

John Zarnecki, Professor of Space Science at PSSRI, responsible for the Surface Science Package on the Huygens probe that landed on Titan, won the award for Best Individual Achievement.

Professor Colin Pillinger, Head of the Planetary and Space Sciences Research Institute and the driving force behind Beagle 2, took the Outreach Award for the Public Promotion of Space.
The Open University was short-listed for the Best Corporate Achievement award, but lost out to Astrium (European Aeronautic Defence and Space Company, EADS)

Open University pro-vice chancellor Dr Paul Clark (Learning and Teaching), present at the awards, said it was an honour for the university to be nominated, and short-listed in the corporate category. “It shows The Open University’s commitment to research through its new Centre for Earth, Planetary, Space and Astronomical Research, which can nurture scientific teams.”

Professor Zarnecki said: "It should be noted that The Open University deserves some of the credit for assembling teams of creative scientists who are showing the world that the UK is a real player in the space business."

Professor Pillinger said his award was for “only a part of the job scientists need to continue to do to educate the public about the benefits of space exploration”.
Each man was presented with an “Arthur”, a glass monolith featuring a geosynchronous communication satellite, the idea conceived by Sir Arthur Clarke 60 years ago.

The awards were part of the British Rocketry Oral History Programme conference held at Charterhouse, Surrey.  

Nominations were made by the public and the winners voted for by representatives of the space industry, research institutions and universities, and space-related organisations.
This is the first year for the awards named after the renowned science fiction writer, but the group says it hopes they will become recognised as the space equivalent of the Oscars®. They are intended to provide recognition and tribute to those who have worked for the advancement of space exploration with an emphasis on British achievement. 
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