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News
For the attention of: News Editors


Friday February 8 [PR5454]

EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:01 TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21 2008
The Open University brings Sacred Music to BBC FOUR this Easter 
The Open University and BBC FOUR join forces for a rich visual and musical journey through the history of 600 years of European Sacred Music from its roots in 12th Century Paris through to the immortal works of Johann Sebastian Bach.
Presented by Simon Russell Beale, the Olivier Award-winning actor and singer, Sacred Music marries the best of fascinating historical documentary with recorded musical performance by conductor Harry Christophers and his world-famous choir,  The Sixteen, in some of Europe’s most beautiful locations. 
The series begins at St Paul’s Cathedral in London where Simon was a chorister and journeys to Paris, Rome and Leipzig charting the political, social and musical developments of the time.

There is also a one-off 90-minute concert of music from the series which will broadcast on BBC FOUR on Easter Sunday. 
Simon Russell Beale said: “I had a wonderful time making this series, travelling to extraordinary places, meeting fascinating people and above all listening to some of the most beautiful music ever written.

“The history of Sacred Music is an intriguing story and I hope the programmes will be a feast for both ear and eye.”

Richard Langham Smith, head of music at The Open University and academic consultant for the series said: “I think that one of the things that Sacred Music does so well is to highlight the wonderful parallels between music and architecture. 
“Goethe said that ‘architecture is frozen music’, and that is the basis for the whole series. Much of this music is relatively unknown, and can be quite abstruse, but the programmes do a great job of illuminating it.”
As well as London, the series also visits Dover, Waltham Abbey, the Cathedrals of Winchester, Lincoln and Canterbury, Stondon Massey in Essex where Simon visits the parish church of St Peter & St Paul, Ingatestone Manor and Harlington in Middlesex which features the parish church of St Peter.

Open2.net, The Open University’s supporting website, has pieces of music from the series accompanied by expert commentary along with further programme information and summaries. The information will be available from the week before the programme is broadcast. 

Editor’s Notes
Sacred Music is an Open University/BBC Classical Music TV co-production for BBC FOUR.

The series will be broadcast on Friday evenings from Friday March 21 for four weeks on BBC FOUR. Check media for times. The accompanying concert will broadcast on BBC FOUR on Sunday March 23.  

Executive Producer for the BBC is Peter Maniura. Helen Mansfield is Series Producer for the BBC.  Executive Producer for The Open University is Catherine McCarthy. The Academic Consultant for The Open University is Richard Langham Smith.
 The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for more than 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.

 All broadcast information is correct at time of issue. For Preview DVDs and Publicity stills please contact  Guy Bailey or Victoria Bevan (details below)
Resources

Related Courses and programmes from The Open University:-

-A214
An Introduction to Music

- AA317 Words and music
- A179
Start listening to music

- AA100
 The Arts: past and present 

Websites: 


Courses:

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses 



Programmes:

http://www.open2.net

Media Contacts
Guy Bailey


g.r.bailey@open.ac.uk
+(44) 1908 653248
Victoria Bevan


victoria.bevan@bbc.co.uk
+(44) 207 765 5887
Sacred Music Series Synopsis

Programme One - Paris 

BBC FOUR, Friday March 21
The first programme is based in Paris and the great Gothic cathedral of Notre-Dame, to investigate the birth of polyphonic or “many-voiced” music against the background of a bustling, smelly, medieval city. 
As the immense 13th century cathedral rose from its foundations, a vast body of music known as the “Magnus Liber Organi” was slowly being compiled. It is a milestone in the history of Western medieval music, appearing at a time when very little church music was written down.   Detective work uncovers little known facts about the lives of its composers, Leonin and Perotin, two of the masters of medieval music, and of the musicians who sang their compositions. Harry Christophers and his choir demonstrate how early two-part writing worked and how polyphony developed out of plainchant.

Programme Two - Rome

BBC FOUR, Friday March 28
The second programme in the series takes the viewer to Rome, to the Papal Chapel in St Peter’s, and the history of sacred music at the height of the Italian Renaissance. 
The programme also looks at the work of Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, one of the great masters of church music whose story is intertwined with that of the Papal machinations and artistic flowerings of 16th century Rome. Palestrina, known as “The Prince of Music” worked for four of the leading Roman religious foundations of the day, including St Peter’s and the Sistine Chapel. The glories of their art and architecture still pull in the crowds today, but add the music and the picture is complete, as the viewer imagines Palestrina’s music rising up to meet Michelangelo’s freshly painted frescoes. In the church of Santa Maria Maggiore where Palestrina worked and received his musical education, Simon Russell Beale and Harry Christophers discover just what it is that makes his music appear intrinsically “pure” and “sacred”.

Programme Three - London

BBC FOUR, Friday April 4
The third programme centres on London, where two great Catholic musicians of the 16th century composed for a very Protestant monarch, Elizabeth I. Against a background of religious upheaval and political change, Thomas Tallis and William Byrd served as gentleman of the Chapel Royal, the musical powerhouse of the monarchy, and their music was fundamental to the development of the English choral tradition, regarded today as the finest in the world. Despite their own deeply held Catholic beliefs, they composed some of their finest music for the Anglican church. The singers of “The Sixteen” illuminate through rehearsal and conversation not only the music itself but the sheer clarity of sound with which the tradition is associated.

Programme Four - Leipzig
BBC FOUR, Friday April 11
The final programme in the series visits Leipzig to delve into great Lutheran musical tradition in Germany, which culminated in the work of JS Bach, for many the zenith of all sacred music.  The programme reveals that much of his output was actually composed out of sheer necessity, as it was needed to accompany the principal Sunday services in the Lutheran churches of the day. Composers were involved in a relentless, compositional race against time, to produce church music day in day out. This final programme takes a moment to reassesses the figure of Luther himself – a man who was also an accomplished composer in his own right. And there is a performance of extracts from the St Matthew Passion, with eight voices, as Bach himself would have rehearsed and performed it, brought to life in Leipzig’s Thomaskirche where Bach wrote some of his greatest music. 
Media Relations Office


Communications Group


The Open University


Milton Keynes


United Kingdom �MK7 6AA


t	+44 (0)1908 653343�f	+44 (0)1908 652247


e	Press-office@open.ac.uk


w	www.open.ac.uk/media/














�








�








Page 1 of 5


