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OU RESEARCH SCHOOL TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The Open University’s research community is establishing a Research School to promote academic excellence.  The new Research School will be launched on Friday 1 December by the Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research, Professor Alan Bassindale.

“When people think about the Open University they usually focus on our outstanding reputation for distance education and our pioneering provision of supported open learning. What is often overlooked are the internationally renowned researchers the OU attracts and the extensive and well-established research degree programme we offer,” he said.

“By creating the Open University Research School we aim to champion excellence in research; create an integrated and flourishing research community; establish new sources of investment, and pool expertise and encourage collaboration with the Open University, sponsoring establishments and the external research community.”

The Open University boasts eminent academics in many fields including Professor Colin Pillinger who is leading the Beagle 2 Mission to Mars; Professor Doreen Massey, winner of the prestigious Vautrin Lud International Geography Prize; Dr John Murray who identified a new planet within the solar system in October 1999; Professor Celia Davies whose research informs policy and practice in the healthcare field; and Professor Donald Burrows, the OU’s professor of Music who was recently honoured for his work at Germany’s International Handel Festival.

Following the 1996 Research Assessment Exercise, the OU’s 26 research areas were all rated as excellent, with six rated as ‘internationally excellent’.

                                                                                                                         m/f

-2-

The OU has almost 1,200 postgraduate research students including 400 full-time or part-time students registered for Open University research degrees at sponsoring establishments including Institute of Molecular Biology, MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, MRC National Institute for Medical Research and the Sanger Centre.

One of the main tasks of the Research School will be to improve training.  To meet Economic Social Research Council funding criteria for postgraduate students the OU will offer four new MSc qualifications in November 2001. Training for staff will cover project, staff  and financial management, as well as improving skills in making funding applications.

Equally important will be building a more cohesive research community, and making the OU a much more ‘research friendly’ organisation. Dr Wendy Stainton-Rogers, the Research School’s Academic Co-ordinator, says academics and research students should all feel the benefits:

“We want to make the Open University a place where doing research feels good – where the place is geared to researchers’ needs, and where research is valued and appreciated” she said.

The Research School will be launched at 2pm on Friday 1 December. Guest speakers are the University of Oxford’s Professor Susan Greenfield CBE, who is also Director of the Royal Institution and recently presented the BBC television series Brain Story, and Professor Robert Burgess, Vice-Chancellor of Leicester University, founding chair of the UK Council for Graduate Education and former chair of the ESRC Training Board.

The OU’s Vice Chancellor Sir John Daniel will give the closing address.

The event will be webcast at http://kmi.open.ac.uk/stadium/live/ and there is also a Research School website at http://www.open.ac.uk/research-school/.
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