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HONORARY GRADUATES OF THE OPEN UNIVERSITY 2000

The Open University is proud to announce its first honorary graduates of the millennium. Nominated from the worlds of academia, journalism, science and industry, they will join the university’s 10,000  graduates receiving undergraduate and postgraduate awards in 29 graduation ceremonies. 

However, the first ceremony will be a virtual one, held especially for the first graduates to receive a Master of Arts in Open and Distance Education. An honorary doctorate will be presented to Tim Berners-Lee, the founder of the World Wide Web.  He will join the ceremony live from MIT, (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) where he is a visiting professor.

Other (non virtual), recipients are:

Honorary Graduate


Award


Date


Ceremony 

Professor Talbot D’Alemberte
Doctor


1 April
       

Birmingham

Following his graduation from college and service in the U.S. Navy, Professor Talbot D’Alemberte, studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science on a Rotary Foundation Fellowship.  He is a graduate of the University of Florida House of Representatives and is known throughout the world for his legal expertise.  His leadership was recognised in 1991 when he was elected to serve as president of the American Bar Association.  He was a Dean of Florida State University College of Law from 1984 to 1989 and continues as a member of the law school faculty.

Mr Sidney Silverstone

Master


1 April
      

Birmingham

Sidney Silverstone was a civil servant from 1955 to 1989 predominately with HM Customs and Excise.  He enrolled as an Open University student in 1972 studying mainly mathematics courses and graduated in 1977 with first class honours.  From 1978-1988 he became a tutor-counsellor and served on a number of the University’s regional and central committees.  
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Dr Charles Reed


Doctor


1 April
       

Birmingham

Dr Charles Reed has served since March 1998 as the Chancellor of California State University.  Prior to joining CSU, Dr Reed served as the Chancellor of the State University System of Florida for 13 years.  Dr Reed is currently a co-chairman of the K-16 Education Reform Initiative for the Business-Higher Education Forum.

Professor David Hawkridge 
Emeritus Professor
1 April
           

Torquay

Professor David Hawkridge joined the Open University from the American Institute for Research in Behavioural Sciences in California.  In 1970 he was appointed to an Established Chair in Applied Educational Sciences at the OU and was Director of the Institute of Educational Technology (1970-1988).  In the 1990s he led the development of the OU’s international MA in Open and Distance Education.  His research in the fields of education has been widely published.

Professor George Rzevski

Emeritus Professor
15 April
            Portsmouth

Before joining the Open University as Lucas Professor of Engineering Design, Professor George Rzevski was a researcher in Computing at Imperial College, and Professor of Information Systems at Kingston Polytechnic. He pioneered the application of Artificial Intelligence in Engineering.  He has worked as a visiting Professor in China, lectured at the London School of Economics, advised the European Parliament and the Department of Trade and Industry and acted as a consultant to leading International organisations in Japan.

Professor Harold Rosen

Doctor


15 April

Portsmouth

Harold Rosen is Professor Emeritus of the Institute of Education, University of London, where he was Head of the Department of English and Media Studies.  He has worked closely with the Open University both devising and assessing courses and writing course material.  He has published a number of books and papers, and established an international reputation having lectured and taught in universities in Europe, Australia and North America.

Mrs Mora  Dickson


Doctor


5 May


Edinburgh

In 1958 Mora Dickson and her husband set up Voluntary Service Overseas, VSO, (from their kitchen table), sending young people overseas for a year of service and learning.  In 1962 the Dicksons set up a domestic equivalent, Community Service Volunteers, (CSV).  Mora Dickson is a painter, author and graduate of Edinburgh College of Art.

Mr Leslie Pearce


Master


6 May


Edinburgh

Leslie Pearce was one of the very first appointments to the OU Science Faculty.  In the early years he was involved in developing the “home experimental kit” component of the original Science foundation course.  He became an indispensable member of the department’s management team,        
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and in addition to his work for the Open University he belongs to various Milton Keynes peace campaigns.

Professor David Ingram

Doctor


6 May


Edinburgh

Between 1960 and 1990, David Ingram carried out research and taught in the Universities of Hull, Glasgow and Cambridge, and from 1974 until 1990 was a Fellow of Downing College, Cambridge.  From 1990 to 1998 he combined his job as Reguis Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, with his role as Chairman of Science and Plants for Schools (SAPS).  He is now Chairman of the Darwin Initiative for the Survival of Species, Chairman of SAPS Biotechnology Scotland, on the Boards of Scottish Natural Heritage and Our Dynamic Earth.  He is also a Professor at the Royal Horticultural Society and visiting Professor at Edinburgh, Glasgow and Napier Universities.

Ms Grace Nichols


Doctor


6 May


Brighton

Grace Nichols first book of poems, I is a Long Memoried Woman, won the 1983 Commonwealth Poetry prize. Her other collections include, The Fat Black Woman’s Poems, Lazy Thoughts of a Lazy Woman, and Sunrise, (winner of the 1996 Guyana poetry Prize).  Virago published her first novel, Whole of a Morning Sky.  In 1999 she was appointed poet-in-residence at the Tate Gallery in London.

Mr Roger Smith


Doctor


6 May


Brighton

Roger Smith graduated from Manchester University with a BSc in Botany. In 1974 he joined Royal Botanic Garden (RBG) Kew at Wakehurst Place, Sussex, as a seed collector to the seed bank in the Physiology section of the Jodrell Laboratory.  Since 1982, he has been head of the section and helped it metamorphose first to the Seed Conservation Section and later to a department within RGB Kew.  He is a founding member of the UK Group on Plant Genetic Resources, he acted as chairman for two terms and is currently chairman of the National Fruit Collection Advisory Committee.

Mr Hywel Ceri Jones


Doctor


13 May

Cardiff

In 1973, Hywel Jones joined the European Commission in Brussels where he served as Director of the Commission’s Task Force for Human Resources, Education, Training and Youth.  Mr Jones retired from the Commission in 1998 and served; until the establishment of the National Assembly for Wales, as European Advisor to the Secretary of State.  He is currently Senior Advisor to the European Policy Centre in Brussels.

Dr Anthony O’Reilly


Doctor


13 May

Dublin

Tony O’Reilly is Chairman of the H.J.Heinz Company, one of the world’s leading food companies.  Dr O’Reilly joined the company in May 1969 as Managing Director.  Active in many cultural and charitable organisations, he is co-founder of The Ireland Funds. This is the largest worldwide network of people of Irish ancestry and friends of Ireland dedicated to raising funds to support programmes of peace and reconciliation.
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Mr Declan McGonagle

Master


13 May

Dublin

After leaving the College of Art in Belfast in 1976, Declan McGonagle was appointed Director of the Orchid Gallery in Derry in 1978.  In 1984 he then moved to London as Director of Exhibitions at the Institute of Contemporary Arts. He also served as a Governor of St Martin’s College of Art.  He returned to Derry in 1986 as Visual Arts Organiser for Derry City Council.  In 1987 he was nominated for the Turner Prize for making the Orchid Gallery an international centre for artists.  He was appointed as the first Director of the Irish Museum of Modern Art which was established by the Irish Government in 1990 and opened in 1991.

The Bishop of Croydon

Doctor


20 May

Derby

The Rt Rev Dr Wilfred Wood

Ever since his ordination to the Priesthood in 1962 in London’s St Paul’s Cathedral, Wilfred Wood has been a pioneering activist in urban social and community work.  He was the first ever Chairman of the Hammersmith Council for Community Relations, and has also been a member of the  International Personnel Employment Agency, Shepherd’s Bush Credit Union, Shepherd’s Bush Supplementary School and a number of Housing Associations.  He has served as a Justice of the Peace, as a board Member of Shelter and the Housing Corporation.  He was consecrated the Church of England’s first black Bishop in 1985.

Ms Margaret Lochrie


Master


20 May

Derby

Margaret Lochrie presided as the Chief Executive of the Pre-School Learning Alliance for over 10 years.  She was the charity’s representative on the independent review of pre-schools, commissioned by the DFEE in March 1999.  A member of the Audit Commission’s Advisory Group for the study of under fives education, she was also a member of the RSA Early learning Advisory Group.



Dr Geoff Busby


Doctor


27 May

London

Since 1975 Dr Geoff Busby has become a leading world ambassador in the field of promoting technology to empower people with impairments.  He is an Honorary Fellow of the British Computer Society and in 1975 established the special interest group on disabilities, which he chairs.  In 1991 he was made an MBE.

Mrs Joan Christodoulou

Doctor


27 May 

London

Joan Christodoulou started work with the OU in 1971 as a tutor and tutor counsellor.  She is an author and her publications include The Story of Aspley Guise and articles for
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 The London Magazine and the Journal of Ecclesiastical History.  She has served on her parish and parochial church councils, the Milton Keynes Development Corporation and its social committees, as well as the Shopping Management Company Board.

Mr John Humphrys


Doctor


27 May

London

John Humphrys began his career in newspapers and spent two years in Independent Television as a script-writer and reporter. For ten years John Humphrys was a foreign correspondent with the BBC and has reported on most major international events, ranging from the Watergate crisis and resignations of Richard Nixon, to the first free elections in South Africa.  He has won a number of national awards, and remains the lead presenter on Radio 4’s Today Programme.
Ms Francis Gibb


Master


27 May 

London

Frances Gibb has been a journalist for more than 25 years, 20 of them with The Times.  After achieving a first class honours degree in English at the University of East Anglia she spent six months with Visnews.  She then obtained a traineeship at the Times Higher Education Supplement, (1974-1978).  She became Art Sales Correspondent for the Daily Telegraph in 1978 and in 1980 moved to The Times as a general reporter. She was then appointed Legal Correspondent earlier this year with the launch of the new law section in The Times.

Sir Kenneth Bloomfield

Doctor


3 June


Belfast

Sir Kenneth Bloomfield entered the Northern Ireland Civil Service in 1952 and remained there until his retirement in 1991.  During that time he was Private Secretary to three Finance Ministers;  Deputy Director of the British Industrial Development Office in New York; Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet of Northern Ireland; Secretary to the power-sharing Executive of 1974; Permanent Secretary in the Departments of Environment and of Economic Development and finally Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service.  He received a Knighthood (KCB) in 1987.

Raymond Piper

Master


3 June


Belfast

Raymond Piper is well known as a portrait painter, winning the gold medal for portraiture from the Royal Ulster Academy in 1992 and the James Kennedy award for portraiture from the Royal Hibernian Academy in 1993.  He is also an illustrator and co-author of books on Ireland, and it is his paintings of Irish Orchids that have won him international fame. He has been awarded the John Lindley Medal of the Royal Horticultural Society and a Fellowship of the Linnean Society of London. 

Mr Norman Smith

Doctor


3 June



Ely

Norman Smith was appointed to the Open University’s Council 12 years ago, serving throughout as a member of the Finance Committee.  For ten years he was also a director of the committee 
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developing the University’s activities overseas, now known as OU World Wide, and he was the first chairman of Open University Student Budget Account (OUSBA).

Ms Ann Cotton

Master


3 June


Ely

Most of Ann Cotton’s career has been spent working with children excluded from mainstream education. Her earlier work involved setting up a centre for adolescent girls with behavioural difficulties. She also set up CAMFED, an organisation dedicated to increasing access to education for girls in Africa. In six years, CAMFED has grown to support over 3,000 girls in thirteen rural districts.

Ms Anna Ford

Doctor


9 June


Manchester

Anna Ford took a degree in economics at Manchester University, followed by a diploma in Adult Education.  She worked at first in FE and for the OU, before finding her métier in broadcasting, first as a presenter and reporter for Granada Television.  She has worked alternately for the BBC and ITV, before becoming one of the BBC's senior news presenters in 1989.

Mr Jack Jones

Doctor


9 June


Manchester

At the young age of 15 Jack Jones became secretary of his local Labour party.  From there his trade union ambitions grew, culminating with his election in 1968 as the General Secretary of TGWU.  He led the union for nine years and during that time he held many prominent positions in the TUC and was a leading spokesperson on international and economic matters.  Today, he is President of the National Pensioners’ Convention and Vice President of Age Concern England.

Mr Joe Clinch

Doctor


10 June 

Newcastle

Joe Clinch was appointed Deputy Secretary of the OU in 1968 and soon after became its first Registrar.  He became the university’s second Secretary 12 years later, a post he held for 18 years until his retirement in 1998.  He is proud of the University’s success and privileged to have been a member of its senior management team for 30 years.

Mrs Christine Wareham
Master


28 June 

Milton Keynes

Christine Wareham was educated at Stroud High School for Girls and in an earlier career was a founding partner in a successful landscaping and tree transplanting business.   The company  expanded to undertake work with a number of Development Corporations to landscape and plant mature trees in new towns.  It was this ability to organise that led to her appointment as the first Head of the OU Survey Office, a post she held for 26 years.  Christine Wareham retired in 1998 and it is to gardening that she now devotes much of her retirement.

Professor Derek Pugh
Emeritus Prof
28 June

Milton Keynes

An International writer, a teacher, researcher and consultant, Professor Pugh joined the OU in 1983 as Professor of Systems.  He played a major role in the establishment of the Open University 
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Business School and in the conceptual development of the discipline of Organisational Behaviour in business schools.  Professor Pugh has published 15 books and over 100 papers, he remains associated with the  OUBS.

The Rev Chris Batten

Master

28 June

Milton Keynes

Rev Chris Batten was amongst the first members of staff to join the Open University in 1969, responsible for open admissions and credit transfer policies.  Later promotion followed and he became the University’s Academic Registrar. Rev Batten has undertaken assignments in Iran, Pakistan and India.  He is a fellow of the Institute of Management and he retired from the Royal Navy Reserve in 1991 as a Lieutenant Commander.  Rev Batten took early retirement from the OU in 1998 to complete his training in the Methodist church, but remains a consultant with the OU.

Dr Peter Eigen


Doctor

16 September
Brussels

Founder and Chairman of the Board of Transparency International, Dr Peter Eigen is based in Berlin with 40 staff members supporting National Chapters of TI in more than 70 countries.  Dr Peter Eigen is a lawyer by training.  He has worked in economic development for 25 years, mainly as a World Bank Manager of programmes in Africa and Latin America.  Under Ford Foundation sponsorship, he provided legal assistance to the Governments of Botswana and Namibia, and he taught law at Frankfurt and Georgetown Universities.  From 1988 to 1991 he was Director of the World Bank’s Regional Mission for Eastern Africa. 

Mr Jon Snow


Doctor

           20 October 

Croydon 

Currently, the Channel Four News anchorman, Jon Snow started in broadcasting at LBC in 1973.  He joined ITN in 1976 and worked in a wide range of reporting roles.  Alongside his professional achievement, Jon Snow is involved in VSO, The Media Trust, On the Line, Oxfam, World Wildlife Fund UK and Christian Aid.  He is trustee of the new National Teachers’ Award Trust and a school governor.

Ms Anne Watts

Doctor


20 October

Croydon

Anne Watts is Head of Diversity & Employee Support for HSBC Bank.  She is responsible for leading and developing HSBC’s strategy on diversity and ensuring its business reputation for fairness and equality, both for customers and staff.  Anne Watts belongs to a number of committees and commissions, among them the Open University’s Equal Opportunities Steering Group.
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