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FIRST STUDENTS START THEIR ARAB OU COURSES

More than 3,000 people are beginning the first courses to be offered by the Arab Open University – a project set up by the Open University in the UK and the Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organisation (AGFUND).

Students from Kuwait, Lebanon and Jordan are starting their undergraduate work with an adapted version of the Open University’s Learning Online: Computing with Confidence course. Students in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt will begin their courses at the start of the Arab OU’s second semester in February next year.

A number of Open University courses have been adapted to meet local needs for the new institution, which will initially offer courses delivered in the English language. They include modules that could lead to, for example, a BA in Business Studies, a BA in English Language and Literature or a BSc in IT and Computing.

Through its Open University Worldwide arm, the Open University has provided consultation on the Arab OU’s start-up and is licensing the new university to use OU courses, some of which are adapted to meet local cultural and religious requirements. As well as offering its own degree award, the AOU is seeking institutional accreditation from Open University Validation Services (OUVS).

Using the technique of ‘supported open learning’, which the Open University pioneered, students of the Arab OU have personal support from tutors. 

That level of support will be backed up by high quality, multi-media self-study materials and computer conferencing.
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News of the start of the first courses has been welcomed by Vicky Amos, of the OUW Arab OU Project. “The Arab OU’s goals include the enabling of Arab citizens to get access to higher and continuing education – irrespective of age, gender, income, geographical location and employment,” she said. 

“With 3,000 people now beginning their courses, a comprehensive start to achieving that goal has been made, thanks to the partnership between the Arab OU and the Open University.”

EDITOR’S NOTES
The Arab OU project is funded by AGFUND, a regional development institution that was established in 1981 by Prince Talal Bin Abdul Aziz; the project is supported by the leaders of the Arab Gulf States, who constitute the membership of AGFUND and contribute to its budget. AGFUND’s mission is to support sustainable human development efforts in developing countries and it particularly focuses on health, education and training. The Arab OU has its headquarters in Kuwait and has a network of centres in the nations where it is currently operating.

The Open University began offering courses overseas in 1982. Today, the university has 30,000 overseas students who are taking its courses. Many more adults in about 70 countries use Open University learning materials and methods.
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