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MAKE NETWORKING WORK FOR YOU AT OUBS OXFORD EVENT
It’s a vital business skill that – used effectively – is one of the most powerful in the business toolkit. But for many managers, networking is among the most difficult of tasks to master as they try to overcome shyness and nerves at the busiest of events.
Comprehensive help is available – thanks to an evening event led by one of the region’s foremost experts in networking. Networking: A State of Mind will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday, July 7 at the Open University in the South’s regional centre at Foxcombe Hall, Boars Hill, Oxford. The event is being organised by the Open University Business School MBA Alumni Association.

Charles Lovibond, managing director of the Missing Link, will present the talk, which is designed to help even the shyest of people to benefit from effective networking. Experiences of networking that the audience take to the event will form the basis of a number of interactive activities.

Christine Sargent, OUBS MBA Alumni Association manager, said the event was a useful addition to the comprehensive series of professional development events organised for association members, guests and other visitors.

“If you want to maximise the opportunities that arise from meeting other people – to find a new job, gain new skills or land new sales, for example – then attending this event would be worth your while,” she added.
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Charles Lovibond began his career as a chemical engineer before and worked in operations management in the oil industry. After studying for an MBA at Ashridge Management College, he set up his own consulting business – Sagacity Consulting. In order to promote the business, he joined a number of networking groups around Oxford, including the Missing Link.
He acquired the Missing Link from the founder in the summer of 2002 and since then has divided his time between consulting and networking.

The cost for both guests and association members is £15 each. For more information and to book a place, visit http://www.open.ac.uk/oubs-alumni/ and click on the Events section or call 01908 652097.
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School MBA Alumni Association is one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States. More than 14,000 people hold OUBS MBA awards. The association offers extensive networking opportunities; access to a range of continuing professional development activities; and partnerships with professional organisations.

The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003).

Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units. The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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