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OUBS LEADS MANAGERS IN ETHIOPIA TO MBA SUCCESS
Thirty-five senior managers in Ethiopia are celebrating after successfully completing their Open University Business School MBA studies – an achievement that will help them to improve further the nation’s management capacity.
At a graduation ceremony on Saturday, August 14, the managers – drawn from the government sector – were presented with their Master of Business Administration awards before representatives of the School, the British Council and the Ethiopian Ministry of Education. Their awards highlight the success of the MBA, which the OUBS works with the ministry and the British Council to deliver. 
The successful graduates are the latest in a group of more than 190 senior managers in Ethiopia to have completed the OUBS MBA. They are also the first cohort of students to progress and complete the MBA after studying through the Ethiopian Management Development Programme. The programme, based on the local award of the Professional Certificate in Management and Professional Diploma in Management qualifications, was established in 1996 in collaboration with the OUBS, the British Council and local higher education institutions. The OUBS Ethiopia MBA project is sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme, which allows tutors to be flown from the UK to Addis Ababa to conduct tutorials and hold residential schools for government-sponsored students.

OUBS Dean Prof Roland Kaye said the graduation was important to the education sector and economy in Ethiopia and to the School. “This ceremony is a welcome symbol of the value of the worldwide partnerships that the School is proud to play a significant role in.   m/f
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“We congratulate all those who have successfully earned their MBA and who, without doubt, will use the business skills and knowledge they have developed to positive effect in strengthening the national management capability. The ceremony is also a clear indicator of the School’s commitment to help its students successfully meet and survive the challenges of the future that extend across national boundaries and cultural divides,” he said.
The success of the latest graduates was also welcomed by Michael Moore, Director of the British Council Ethiopia. He said: “Since the early 1990s, the OU alumni in Ethiopia have been delivering change, not writing about it. This OU-supported network has transformed the way leading Ethiopian institutions deliver change.

“This journey of strategy and capability provides valuable insights into the process of national transformation, and it is time for someone to write down these insights to capture them for all of us charged with making institutions work better.”

Ethiopia is one of more than 40 countries worldwide in which OUBS students are working. In many of them, the School works in partnership with local providers to deliver its courses. Partner organisations also operate in eastern Europe, India, South Africa, Singapore, Hong Kong and Malaysia. Of the 30,000 students following OUBS courses each year, about half are based outside the UK. Most partnerships offer the School’s MBA – taught in English – and the Professional Certificate in Management and Professional Diploma in Management – normally taught in the language of the host institution.
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003). Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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