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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Monday, May 23 2005
Open University Business School award winners
High-achieving students, graduates and a tutor have scooped awards presented by the Open University Business School at its annual awards ceremony. Brief information about each of the award winners appears here. For more detailed information, contact Neil Coaten in the Open University media relations team on 01908 652580 or at n.d.coaten@open.ac.uk
The award winners are:

John Farrell, of Co Dublin 
MBA Student of the Year
John, medical director with Pfizer Ireland, has progressed through the School’s suite of professional development courses, beginning with the Professional Certificate in Management. His award is sponsored by the Chartered Management Institute. He said: “The OU Business School methods allowed me the flexibility to combine study with a very demanding and busy job.”
Gavin Stephens, of Salfords, Surrey

Professional Diploma in Management Student of the Year
A police superintendent with Surrey Police, Gavin is now working on a nationwide policing programme for the Association of Chief Police Officers. He undertook his OU Business School studies as part of the Police Service’s High Potential Development Scheme.
Chris Palm, of Hornchurch, Essex

Prof Derek Pugh Professional Certificate in Management Student of the Year
Chris is an IT project manager whose studies were sponsored by his employers Human Resource Consulting. He turned to the School to “broaden management knowledge, skills and behaviours and practices with valuable general management competencies”.
Jill Armstrong, of Leeds

Certificate in Accounting 
(joint award winner)
Jill is a financial investment project executive with regional development agency Yorkshire Forward. She turned to the OU Business School’s Certificate in Accounting to consolidate her accountancy knowledge into a recognised qualification.
Sally Newell, of Uppingham, Rutland

Certificate in Accounting 
(joint award winner)
Sally decided to update her skills for the workplace after spending several years looking after her children – and turned to the Certificate in Accounting course. The flexibility of the School’s methods was one of the main attractions that drew her to the course.
Mark Parrett, of Faversham, Kent

BA in Business Studies 
Student of the Year
An audit principal with the National Audit Office, Mark completed his BA (Hons) Business Studies with Economics last year. He said: “I’ve no doubt that the skills and knowledge I have developed during the course are directly relevant to my work.”

Denis O'Brien, of Sanderstead, Surrey
OU Business School Tutor of the Year

Denis is a tutor for the School’s Creativity, Innovation and Change module on its Master of Business Administration (MBA) programme. Among the students’ comments made in support of his nomination were these: “The ability to empower others to follow their dreams, to succeed, to see themselves successful and able to deal with anything life throws at them is a gift of exceptional value. Denis has this gift.”
Neil Hutton, of Kingsclere, Hampshire
OU Business School Alumnus of the Year (joint award winner)
Neil’s award was presented to mark his commitment to the OU Business School MBA Alumni Association and the active support he gives it. He completed his MBA with the School in 1998. He used many of the skills he developed during his MBA studies to found a marketing consultancy specialising in strategic brand and trade channel marketing.
Paul Saunders, of Bath
OU Business School Alumnus of the Year (joint award winner)
Alumnus Paul Saunders completed his Master of Business Administration in 1998. Like Neil Hutton, he was presented with his award to mark his commitment to alumni association. A corporate and organisational trainer, facilitator and coach specialising in global team-working, creativity and innovation, he is a regular presenter of workshops at alumni events and residential weekends. He has been a tutor for the School’s Creativity, Innovation and Change MBA module for the past six years.
Maggy Thorvardardottir, of Leimuiden, The Netherlands
Continental Europe MBA Student of the Year
Service business analyst Maggy Thorvardardottir is the holder of the award presented to the top-performing of the School’s MBA students in continental Europe. She turned to the OU Business School MBA programme because its flexible methods allowed her to combine full-time work and study. The award is sponsored by a team of the OU Business School’s marketing representatives in continental Europe.

Anna Ozeretskaya, of Bad Homburg, Germany
Professional Certificate in Management Student of the Year for Continental Europe
Anna Ozeretskaya’s successful studies on the School’s Professional Certificate in Management programme helped her to move from a post as executive assistant to a chief marketing officer to the post of marketing director at another organisation. She decided to study with the OU Business School because she thought it vital to “acquire management-related knowledge, skills and qualifications to foster and develop my career”.
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