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Business opportunity

DJo '3
figures matter?

There are 12 million obese people in the
UK. Each has their own reason for being
overweight. Could you help them
understand why?

Become a LighterLife Counsellor

LighterLife operates a weight loss
programme specifically aimed at people
with 3 stone or more to lose. We are
expanding our network of Counsellors
throughout the UK and seeking to recruit
motivated self starters to run their own
businesses under the security of our
national brand.

This business opportunity offers
comprehensive and accredited training
(with an 809% DfES loan available),
business support and personal
development whilst providing a medically
approved weight loss programme that
offers an income of £40k +.

If you have a real desire to help people
change their lives then contact us:

Call Helen or Lucy for an information
pack:

08700 664749 extn 3000

or email: new@lighterlife.com
www.lighterlife.com

lighterlife
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it is with great pleasure that this issue of sesame can report that at least one barrier

to recognition of our status has fallen. The National Union of Students, no less, is poised to
grant OU students ‘associate membership; including the right to the coveted NUS card. There's
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but we know that not everyone is online, so we've provided a paper option so that all our
readers can have their say. sesame will carry a full report of the findings in its Winter issue.
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the growth in numbers of young (under 25-year-old) students. The OU has made no special
provision for them, but a debate has now begun in the university as to whether it should.
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PVC’'S VIEW

Virtual
Learning
Environment

COMPUTERS are now an integral part
of almost every OU course. On some
courses you will use a computer to
study online, on others you may use it
to download supplementary course
material or to submit your TMA. Or
you may use the computer as a
communication tool allowing you to
meet (virtually) with your tutor, fellow
students and other members of the
OU'’s growing online community.

The current services have grown
from small scale activity to the current
situation where as an OU student you
are part of an online virtual community
of more than 200,000 students in the
UK and beyond. This growth has
encouraged the OU to review the
services we provide online so that we
can understand how they need to
develop in the future.

Major changes ahead

The drive behind these changes is
to help improve vyour learning
experience — we want to be able to
make it easier for you to do the tasks
needed to complete the assignments
on your course, to find relevant
learning material and to keep in
touch with your Associate Lecturer
and other members of the OU
community.

Over the next two years there will be
major changes to the OU'’s online
environment as elearning becomes an
increasingly important part of the
blend of the learning materials
on every course.

Using the OU virtual learning
environment (OUVLE) you will be able
to communicate more easily with the
0OU, and the OU will be able to provide
the information you need more
efficiently. Two key features of the
OUVLE will be the ability to personalise
the resources you use and to prioritise
the information you get.

Watch out for more information
about the OUVLE, both in sesame and
on your OU website. It's going to make
learning with the OU an even better
experience than it is already.

Dr Paul Clark, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Learning and Teaching)
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Electing school prefects at Masindi Secondary School, Uganda

OVERTY, famine, debt, AIDS... according
to most of the TV images Africa is
nothing but a disaster area.
But a new OU/BBC series gives the lie to
this ‘Afro-pessimism’ with a fly-on-the-wall
portrayal of ordinary life in schools in Uganda.

Exam worries, football fever, staff room
tensions, league tables, playground gossip...
the familiar themes of school life are all there,
except that it's the teachers who are playing
truant, and the children who are struggling to
get into the classroom.

In the African School series - its broadcast
title is yet to be announced - viewers meet
14-year-old Prosse, a born-again evangelist
who's trying to convert her womanising friend
Dickson; and see how seven-year-old Fred
copes with learning Braille. “People have this
image of Africa as a basket case, all civil wars,
disease and environmental degradation,” said
Giles Mohan, OU lecturer in Development

More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

—ducating Africa

Policy Practice, who with colleague Helen
Yanacopulos is academic consultant on the
series. “Part of our educational remit is to give
aricher understanding of the situation”

“We are not trying to say there are not real
hardships and problems, but African people are
getting on with their lives, and those lives are
not all that strange, added Helen, who is a
lecturer in Development Studies.

The series is also about highlighting the OU’s
activities in Africa, both relevant courses such
as the Global Development Management
programme (which has around 50 students on a
special scheme in Uganda) and partnerships
such as the Digital Education Enhancement
Project DEEP (www.open.ac.uk.deep/). The
series has an associated website with links to
courses and projects in Africa.

The eight-part series, which is scheduled to
begin transmission on 24 June on BBC Four, is
part of the BBC's Africa season.




More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

NUS card for yOU

OP Shop, HMV and Pizza Hut look out... a
Tflood of OU students could soon be on
the way armed with a new NUS-OUSA
card offering wide-ranging student discounts.

In a breakthrough deal, which will be widely
welcomed by students, the National Union of
Students (NUS) has offered Open University
Students Association
(OUSA) members a
special category of
‘associate’ membership
to the NUS - which
includes the right to discounts and special
offers on arange of goods and services.

All OU students will be able to apply for the
card, which will cost a maximum of £10 a year
and will be ‘co-branded’ with the student’s OU
Pl'and an NUS number.

If all goes to plan the card will be issued from
October this year, with applications being open
from September.

OUSA President Joan Jones, who has
been leading the negotiations with the
NUS, said the move is a direct response to
requests from OU students for an NUS card,
which is able to offer more discounts than the
existing OUSA card.

It also represents a move towards a closer

“The NUS is recognising
our uniqueness by offering us
associate membership”

relationship with the NUS, which was
underlined by the presence of NUS President
Kat Fletcher as a speaker at the 2005 OUSA
conference.

Joan Jones said the NUS’ desire to work
with the OU is a ‘real breakthrough!

“Affiliation to the NUS would have cost
upwards of £80,000
and the services the
NUS could have
provided us are generally
campus-based, which
would have had little relevance to us, she
said.

“The NUS is recognising our uniqueness by
offering us associate membership!

NUS President Kat Fletcher called for OUSA
and the NUS to form a closer partnership to
put education issues at the top of the political
agenda, in her speech to OUSA conference in

April. “I am sure by working together on the
wider issues we can benefit all our members,
she said.

All OU students are OUSA members, unless
they choose to opt out. For the latest
information on the NUS-OUSA card visit
www.ousa.org. More information about the
NUS is available at www.nusonline.co.uk

Head for the coast this summer

SOME extraordinary stories
are washed up by a new
OU/BBC series due to air
from July.

Coast is a series of
programmes exploring the
natural and social history of
the shore in England, Scotland,
Wales, Northern Ireland and
the Channel Islands. Viewers
will hear from a survivor of a
unique concentration camp
built on Alderney by the Nazis
during World War I, learn
about George Stephenson’s
architecturally ~ wondrous And
bridge across the Menai
Straits and discover the
Scottish island of Barra,
where planes are guided down
onto the beach landing strip at
night with the help of car
headlights.

viewers will be
encouraged to get out and
walk around the featured
areas. Maps of walks will be
available from their local BBC
Where | Live website, and
guided walks are also planned.

Details will be available

A view of the beach from the cliffs on the other side of Durdle Door, Dorset

from early summer on local
radio stations and at
www.bbc.co.uk/whereilive
And in a hi-tech innovation,
walkers will be able to access
audio commentaries relevant
to their exact location, by
dialling their mobile phones.
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IN BRIEF

Accountancy update

WITH Europe’s largest companies
preparing to adopt International
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS),
the Open University Business School
(OUBS) is hosting a workshop for the
Committee of Heads of Accounting on
7 July, to discuss the effect of this
change on curriculum development.
Workshop organiser Dr Sally Aisbitt
said: “The OUBS is updating all
courses affected by this change and a
new Master’s level course, B853
Issues in international financial
reporting, begins in November!

Pair of profs boost Health

THE faculty of Health and Social Care
- formerly the School of Health and
Social Welfare - has appointed two
new professors as part of its research
expansion. Professor Shirley Reveley,
previously Head of Nursing at St
Martin's College, joins as Director of
Nursing. Professor Monica Dowling,
formerly Senior Lecturer in Social
Work at Royal Holloway College,
London, will be Professor of
Social Work. “These appointments are
to ensure the curriculum is based on
latest research and practice, and
enable students to stay at the
forefront of their field, said faculty
Dean Lesley-Anne Cull.

To free or not to free?

BRITAIN'S prison population has
soared over the last 10 years, but does
prison work? The Persistent Prison, a
new book edited by Professor Clive
Emsley, co-director of the OU’s
International Centre for Comparative
Criminological research, gathers
together a range of experts to explore
imprisonment and its alternatives. The
Persistent Prison is published by
Francis Boutle, price £12.

Tutor turns to sci-fi

ASSOCIATE Lecturer Dr lan Hocking
has branched out into science fiction
with the publication of his first novel
Dé ja Vu. Described as a ‘technothriller
set in the near future’ the book has
garnered enthusiastic reviews and
lan, who lives in Exeter and tutors
on DT840, a postgraduate survey
methods and research course, is
already working on a sequel. Dé ja Vu
is published by UKA Press, price
£9.99. For more information visit
www.ianhocking.com
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IN BRIEF

Sailor returns to sea

OU students enjoy challenges, but
William Smith tackles more than
most. The former ship’s officer joined
the OU following a stroke which
left him with a disability, and achieved
his BSc Honours in 2001. He's now
working for a BA Honours. His latest
exploit has been to join the crew of
the tall ship Prince William, a
square-rigged brigantine, in a four-day
race out of Portsmouth. William, who
was there in support of the Tall Ships
Trust charity for young people, is 74.

William at the helm

Postcolonial book conference

RESERVE your place now on the OU
international conference on The
Colonial and Postcolonial Lives of
the Book, 1765-2005, Senate House,
University of London, 3 to 5 November
2005. There will be speakers from
India, Africa, Australasia, USA, Canada
and Europe, and plenary lectures,
round tables and workshop sessions.
Censorship, copyright, missionary
publishing, gender and area studies
are covered, and there will be live
debates on burning issues in Asian
and  African publishing. £35
reduced rate for OU students. Contact
Joanne Nixon-Grubb on ies(@sas.ac.uk

Watch Polly’s epic flight

THE exploits of round-the-world flier
Polly Vacher, who went into the
aviation record books after learning to
fly at the age of 49, have been
captured in a Carlton TV documentary
now released on DVD/video. Polly, who
credits her Open University study with
inspiring her with the confidence to
fulfil her dreams, became the first
person to fly solo around the world
landing on all seven continents. All
proceeds from the sale of the DVD/
video Voyage to the Ice go to the
charity Flying Scholarships for the
Disabled. Available, price £12, at
www.worldwings.org or write to: DVD/
Video offer, Gilbournes Farm, Drayton,
Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 4HA, UK.

OU too

HEN it comes to computers, is the
W OU too pc? Yes, according to a group

of students, tutors and other staff
who claim the university is freezing out the
thousands of people who prefer to do their
work on AppleMacs.

“The OU seems to have a blind spot where
computer use is concerned’ said Steve
McGann, chair OpenOU, a student pressure
group. “The university has rightly been seen as
a beacon of openness throughout its history
by striving to make education accessible to all
- so it's odd that it has
such a narrow view of
computing systems!

The majority of people
use pcs and Microsoft software, said Steve.
“But thousands of OU students in many
subjects, such as design or publishing or art or
music, have Macs because they are much
better equipped for that type of work, he
added. “Because the university prefers to deal
with the majority, a lot of users of Macs and
other pc software feel disenfranchised”

OpenOU has been in existence for just under
a year and has attracted those who use Macs,
or pcs with other software, such as Linux.

“The saddest thing of all is that we have
such a wealth of knowledge of all types of
computers at the OU; said Steve.

“One of the greatest ironies is that some
of the examples in the OU’s computing
course M150 are based on the OSX systems
that run on Macs - but you can only learn

D)

“Users of Macs and other pc
software feel disenfranchised”

More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

P

about them on a pc” But pcs are the choice of
the majority, and a commitment to supporting
non-pc systems could push up students fees,
counters Joel Greenberg, the OU’s Director of
Strategic Development in Learning and
Teaching Solutions.

“While  most of the university’s
computer-based materials can be developed
to run on a number of platforms as well as
Windows, there is a significant production
and support cost associated with this
approach. It still remains the case that this
cost would inevitably
have to be reflected in
student fees.

“Windows-based pcs
currently dominate the marketplace to such
an extent, that it is likely that the vast
majority of Open University students have
already purchased or have access to one
before they decide to study with the university,
he said.“The personal choice of our students is
to a large extent, driving the university’s
personal computing policy.

“A number of our students do successfully
use the Macintosh and computers with an
operating system other than Windows. The
computing advice pages of the university's
internet site offer advice to students who
have chosen a personal computing platform
other than a Windows-based pc.

For more information about OpenOU visit
www.openou.org.uk For OU computing advice
call 0870 333 4340.

Something for the weekend

SEXUALITY is the fascinating topic for the Open University Psychology Society summer
conference, running alongside the revision weekend at Nottingham University from 24-26 June.

The OUPS is offering an international set of speakers who cover the psychology of sexuality
from a range of perspectives. Professor Erick Janssen from the Kinsey Institute (where the
serious study of human sexuality began) will discuss the psychophysiology of sex. Dr Glen Wilson
from the Maudsley Institute, University of London, will be talking about sexuality and the brain.
Other topics include sexual health (Dr Richard de Visser, Sussex University) and the effects of
sexual abuse in childhood (Dr Yvonne Verburg, Riagg Institute, Netherlands). Sexual intimacy and
fulfilment will be explored by Dr Bo Mills, a psychiatrist at the Priory Clinic and Leonore
Lightwoman, the leading teacher of Tantric approaches to sexuality in the UK (and an
experimental psychologist). And well-known OU psychologists, Dr Frederick Toates and Dr
Richard Stevens, will be looking at the psychology of sexuality and how it relates to human life.

The conference is held in conjunction with the Open University Psychological Society’s
summer school weekend. Revision sessions for courses D317, ED209 and a course new to the
summer weekend, SD226, will be running. To find out more or join OUPS contact Irene Baumgart!
(info@oups.org.uk: Tel +44 (0)20 8876 9803).



More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame
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rive to cut non-completion

HE university is taking steps to try and reduce the number of
students who keep signing up for one course after another but
not completing any of them.

Students who fail - or who withdraw after course start - from all
the courses they registered for on their last two chosen presentations
will be sent a letter inviting them to contact their regional centre to
discuss their circumstances and study support needs.

After three successive withdrawals or failed courses, students will
need to demonstrate they have special circumstances before they can
register for another course. They will be invited to contact their
regional centre if they want to continue their studies.

High expectations
“Itis clearly not in a student’s best interest to continue to register for
courses that he or she is unable to complete successfully, and the
university has a duty of care towards such students,’ a university
spokesperson told sesame. “It is hoped that identifying them in this
way means that they can be given the support they need to enable
them to study successfully.

“The university is also demonstrating its high expectations of its
students. While we are distinctive in our approach to open admission,

“It is clearly not in a student’s best interest to
continue to register for courses he or she is unable
to complete successfully, and the university

has a duty of care towards such students”

we have the same high expectations of our students, once admitted,
as any other university’

Details of the initiative are included in Conditions of Registration
sent to students when they register for a course.

The university is not trying to penalise students who are having
difficulties with their studies, added the spokesperson. “The
university is keen to support students who, for one reason or another,
are unable to complete their chosen courses.

“The Open University is justly proud of the advice, support and
guidance services available to students’

If you feel that you need support with your studies, or you have
queries about this new initiative, contact Learner Support at
your Regional Centre.

great benefit of your .
Open University membership

As a member of the Open University, it's only sensible
to be fully aware of all the benefits of membership.
One of which is The Open University Personal Loan
Scheme, which has been especially arranged with you
in mind, in association with Hamilton Direct Bank.

Hamilton Direct Bank has been providing loans for
Open University members for over two years and over
300 of your fellow members have already benefited
from our expertise.

Call Hamilton Direct Bank

0800 30 3000

quoting reference 97454 /advert

For more information on the rates and repayment options
Hamilton Direct Bank can offer you, just visit www.hdb.co.uk/openuni

Loans for business and timeshare purposes excluded. No penalty for lump sum repayments if made throughout your loan term. As a responsible lender we recommend the maximum
amount you apply for is half your annual salary, before tax. All loans and interest rates are subject to status and conditions. The quoted rate is a typical APR. You must be 18 years or over
and in receipt of a regular income of at least £7,500 (gross) per annum. All your credit commitments must be up to date. For your security and to help improve our service to you, we may
record or monitor telephone calls.This offer is available only to UK residents (excluding residents of the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands). Rates are correct at time of going to print.
Hamilton Direct Bank, a division of HFC Bank Limited, is a trading name of HFC Bank Limited. HFC Bank Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Registered

Office: North Street, Winkfield, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4TD. Registered in England No:1117305.

The Open University introduces members to HFC Bank Limited, which arranges and administers general insurance products for members of The Open University and takes responsibility
for the sale of these products. For the purpose of general insurance sales, The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA is an introducer appointed representative of HFC Bank
Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. The Open University is not a member of the same group of companies as HFC Bank Limited.

©HFC Bank Limited January 2005. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this publication may be produced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of HFC Bank Limited. Member HSBC 4> Group
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A life less
ordinary

HE story of an unlikely friendship between an OU maths
T student and a homeless junkie ex-con looks set to become
one of the publishing hits of the year.

MSc student Alexander Masters’ account of his three-year
relationship with Stuart Shorter
has won him a national literary
prize, a publishing deal and a
serialisation in the Daily
Telegraph. And in May the book
was nominated for Britain’s richest non-fiction award, the £30,000
BBC Four Samuel Johnson Prize. The winner was due to be announced
on 14 June.

But then Stuart: A Life Backwards is no ordinary book. Its subject

“Although he had a violent history,
| didn’t see any reason to treat
him any differently from anyone else”

is a violent recidivist, armed robber, hostage taker and heroin addict,
who was persuaded by Alexander (pictured front page and below) to
talk about his life and what turned him from, in his mother’s words, “a
really happy-go-lucky” ten-year-old into a man known variously, even
to his fellow vagrants, as “Psycho’,
“Knife Man Dan” and “that mad
bastard”

What makes the book really
individual is that while it tells
Stuart’s tragic life story - shaped by mild muscular dystrophy, a
childhood of taunts about his disability, and rape by his brother, and
at a children’s home - it is far from a one-sided, middle-class view of
homelessness. For much of it is in Stuart’s words, and tells of how he
and Alexander gradually earned each other’s respect and learned
from each other - and worked on the book together.

“It struck me that there were very few accurate descriptions of
homeless people; said Alexander, a Cambridge University Physics
graduate who is two years into his Maths MSc with the OU. “We
either see them as a group of people to love and we excuse them for
everything they do, or we hate. Getting to know Stuart as an
individual - one who was very intelligent but could also do and say
very stupid things — taught me a lot about the lives that homeless
people really lead, rather than the perception we have of them.

“Although he had a violent history, | didn't see any reason to treat
him any differently from anyone else. There were times when we
couldn’t stand each other, and we'd argue, but | was never frightened
of him. He was an intelligent man, and was empathetic - if I'd had a go
at him he would tell me later that it upset him, but he would also
apologise if he'd been out of order”

Publicity stunt

Alexander first saw Stuart begging on the streets of Cambridge in
1999, but it was the following year that he really came to the
student’s attention when Alexander was working in a hostel for the
city’'s homeless. Two of Alexander’s colleagues at the organisation
where he worked — Ruth Wyner, the director of Cambridge’s
Wintercomfort centre for the homeless, and her day centre manager
John Brock - were given five- and four-year jail terms because drug
dealing had been taking place at the venue. The case sent shock
waves through the homelessness and charity sectors. Fellow staff
and supporters immediately launched a campaign to get them

freed, but at the first public meeting, amid all the well-meaning,
well-dressed attendees, it was scruffy, chaotic Stuart who spoke the
most sense and gave campaign leader Alexander some of the most
practical ideas for drawing attention to the pair’s plight. That day a
relationship was born.

“It was Stuart who suggested we camp outside the Home Office, said
Alexander, from Wickham Market, near Ipswich. “We got a lot of
publicity - but he also did it because he wanted me to have just a
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“He wanted me to have
just a little idea of what it
was like to be homeless”

little idea of what it was like to be
homeless. We did it for three days, and
that was enough for me!

The secret of Alexander’s book is that it
does not pigeon-hole Stuart. He's
intelligent, but often stupid; thoughtful but
reckless; philosophical but violent; a victim
of circumstance, yet his own worst enemy.
And it’s clear there were some days the two
men couldn't stand each other. “What
Stuart means when he says it's not the cold
or the hardness of the streets that drives
you crazy," wrote Alexander of their Home
Office vigil, “is that it’s the other people. It's
the people like f***ing Stuart, ranting and
raving. Shut up, will you!”

The book itself first attracted attention
when Alexander, 39, submitted it for an
Arts Council competition and won £7,000
and a minor publishing deal. “l was then able
to send it to an agent, who later told me
four publishers wanted to buy it. I'm

delighted because it raises awareness of
what homelessness is really all about”

The book has been so well received that
Alexander has already written off this
year’s studies. “I'm going to have to delay
my next MSc course until next year,’ he
said. “I've done a bit of writing before - |
used to be a book reviewer and | have done
some freelance travel writing for the
broadsheets - but this is the first time I've
really been able to make my living from
writing and I'm really busy. My publisher
and agent have asked me about writing a
second book, so I'll be talking to them
about that. It’s all very exciting”

Sadness
The great sadness is that the man who
made it all possible is not alive to see how
much impact his story is bound to have on
thousands of readers, and their attitude to
Britain's homeless. Stuart Shorter died in
2002, killed instantly when he stepped in
front of a train. He was 33.

Stuart: A Life Backwards is published by
Fourth Estate, priced £12.99.

LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON

ALEXANDER has obviously inherited a lot
of his interests from his mother - Joan
Brady is an author who has won the
Whitbread Prize, and an OU student.

Her first novel Theory Of War won the
acclaimed literary prize in the early 1990s
- making Joan the first female winner of
the award - and since then she has written
three other successful works. Now her
latest book, Bleedout, has earned her a
six-figure sum from publishers in the UK,
Germany and the USA. Not bad for
someone who only took up writing so she
could share a hobby with her husband.

But success means that Joan's OU
studies, like Alexander’s, have had to take
a back seat. “l am halfway through a
Physics degree,’ she said “but it's a few
years since my most recent course. | keep
saying | will come back to it one day. It's a
wonderful way to learn - so | like to think
my OU days may not be over”

Advertisement

Shamed By Your English?

A SIMPLE technique for acquiring a
swift mastery of good English has just
been announced. It could double your
powers of self-expression. It could pay
you real dividends in business and
social advancement, and give you added
poise, self-confidence and personal
effectiveness.

Many people do not realise how much
they could influence others simply by
speaking and writing with greater
power, authority and precision.
Whether in business, at social func-
tions, or even in casual conversation
with new acquaintances, you could
dominate each situation simply by
using the right word in the right way.

WHAT THIS FREE BOOKLET
COULD SHOW YOU

How to stop making embarrassing
mistakes in English!

How to earn more—get a better job!

How to become a fluent conversation-
alist and effective public speaker!

How to increase your word power!
How to read faster and better!

How to put punch into your writing!
How to pass English examinations!
How to develop self-confidence!

For example, when you are present-
ing a report, training a child, fighting
for a cause, making a sale, writing an
essay, or asking for a rise . . . your suc-
cess depends upon the words you use.

Yet thousands of talented, intelligent
people are held back because their pow-
ers of self-expression do not equal their
other abilities.

But now the right words are yours to
command! A free booklet, “Good
English — the Language of Success”,
tells you all about a remarkable home-
study Course which can give you a swift
mastery of good English in just 20 min-
utes a day.

Never again need you fear those
embarrassing mistakes. You could
quickly and easily be shown how to
ensure that everything you say and
write is crisp, clear, correct.

This amazing self-training method
can show you how to increase your
vocabulary, speed up your reading,
enhance your powers of conversation,
and tremendously improve your gram-
mar, writing and speaking — all in your
spare time at home.

What’s more, you could command

the respect of people who matter,
because you could learn how to use
English accurately, impressively, inci-
sively — to cut through many barriers
to social, academic or business success.

For your free copy of “Good English
— the Language of Success”, and proof
that this unique home-study method
really works, simply post the coupon
below — NOW. You have nothing to
lose, not even a postage stamp, and you
may gain a great deal by sending for
this free booklet. Just phone 0800 298
7070 free or post the coupon below. Or
you can send an e-mail to:
SSE55E@bowdenhall.com.

R — Free Booklet Coupon « m m = = -

: To: Practical English Programme, (Dept. !
; SSE55T), FREEPOST, Marple, |
Stockport, SK6 6YA.

Please send me your free “Good English” booklet.

NAME
(Mr./Mrs./Miss)
ADDRESS

Postcode

POST TODAY OR CALL 0800 298 7070 FREE
OR E-mail: SSE55E@bowdenhall.com
with your name and postal address
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| AMregistered blind, currently
studying course D218 using the
audio unit’s cassettes. | should
be interested to know if other
students with my disability.
share my feelings. Why do the
readers of cassettes find it
necessary to spell out so many
words in the text?

As the last tape in each issue
contains a comprehensive index
and bibliography, why could not
such spellings be given here if
considered necessary?

Apart from this grievance |
find OU staff and services
excellent and the courses
satisfying.

Claire Houghton
Wainfleet

OUR narrators are asked to spell
words and names that are unusual or
where the spelling may not be clear
from how they are spoken. This also
helps to ensure that any student
who is solely dependent on the
audio version as an alternative to
print, is not disadvantaged by any
mis-pronunciation that we might
make (our narrators may not be
experts in the subject area). Each
spelling should be done only once;
however, each book may be read by
several different narrators so this
doesn’t always happen. We do give
our narrators feedback and I will
mention this.

| WRITE with reference to Jackie
Vallerius's letter in sesame 225.
Has she contacted the Teacher
Training Agency - telephone
number 0845 6000 991, website
www.teach.gov.uk, and thought
about SCITT (School Centered
Initial Teacher Training) or GTP
(Graduate Teacher Programme)?
Both of these options are
“on-the-job teacher training” and
the student gets a salary. Senior
schools are crying out for
students. | am in my final year of

studying for BA (Hons) English
Language and Literature and my
final result is not available until
the end of 2005. However, |
should start a GTP at a local
primary school in September
2005. The Open University has
provided me with a letter that
confirms my expected degree |
spoke to study support).

Nikki Ellwood

Chelmsford

SEE the Careers section of this
issue (pages 28-30) for more
information about teaching.

institution wishing to study the
subject in an objective manner
obliged to do so, while struggling
against a determined
unwillingness on the part of the
public and the media to take
their efforts seriously.

Adam Colclough

Stoke-on-Trent

WE received a number of letters in
support of the idea of academic
research into ghosts:

| GREATLY enjoyed the article in
the spring edition of sesame
about the research into the
urban myths relating to ghosts
being undertaken by Dr Steve
Pile.

Itis a subject that is worthy of
serious academic study, not, as
part of an attempt to prove
whether or not such creatures
actually exist; whatever
conclusion might be arrived at on
that point would be instantly
outweighed by the strength of
belief attached to the opposite
side of the argument.

To avoid such a situation
arising ghosts, or more properly
the myths arising from our belief
in their existence, should be
studied as a cultural and
psychological phenomenon that
exerts a powerful influence on
our lives despite the effects of
centuries of scientific and
religious scepticism.

Undertaking the study of such
a subject would, | fear, present
something of a public relations
headache. Inrecent years the
popularity of television
programmes such as Most
Haunted Live has pushed all
things paranormal firmly into the
realm of light entertainment.
Leaving any individual or

| BELIEVE that there should be
some serious academic study
into the alleged existence of
ghosts. There are so many
different theories about the
afterlife that the subject needs
some serious, objective and
scientifically backed study

to prove or disprove the
phenomena. There has been so
many billions of pounds spent on
space exploration yet the inner
spaces of our own planet remain
relatively uninvestigated.

Keith Manning
West Drayton

HAS the OU ever considered
recording course materials onto
DVDs, given the fact that videos
are on their way out and VCRs
are difficult to find in stores
now. | had to go out of my way to
purchase a VCR just so | could
watch the videos supplied. |
wonder how many other

Openings work

LAST year | completed Y156
Understanding children. | had
no confidence in assignment
writing and studying so
thought an Openings course
would offer guidance and
encourage me to carry on
studying. It also gave me a
taster of the subject area.
The course lasted three
months and | submitted three
assignments. The feedback,
support and encouragement
given to me by my tutor was

students have had the same
problem.
Laura Sheppard

Carrickfergusn

INreply to David Game,
Leicestershire, ‘Deadline Shock;
issue 225. Yes, | have also been
tripped up by the change in the
requirement for an ordinary BA.

| started with the OU five
years ago, initially studying
A103 Humanities; a year after |
took a sideways step to K100
Health and social care, enjoying
it so much that | went on, in the
next two years, to study K201
and K203. Thinking this would be
the path to get an ordinary BA |
planned a further two level 2
courses, and then | would qualify
for my BA.

NO - I was told from the OU
that | must now pass one level 3
course to qualify for a BA and
two level 3 courses for a BA with
Hons.

What | wanted was for the OU
to understand that some of us
students had started our
degrees, planning one level 1 and
the remainder in level 2 courses.
Five years ago | did just this and
planned my degree without any
level 3, not knowing that the
change was going to happen.
Why could the students, who had
started their degrees, not be

invaluable. Even though | am
still awaiting my final course
result, | felt confident enough
toregister on K100
Understanding health and
social care and am now in my
fourth week of studying and
am very pleased with my first
TMA result.

If anyone is unsure of
jumping straight into a 60pt
first level course | would
strongly recommend studying

an Openings course first.
Zoe Worth
Milton Keynes



given a few extra years to
complete their studies? Not all
of us are capable, or want to
study at level 3.
| started at the beginning of
this year on a level 3 in Health
and Social Care but have since
given up.
Barbara James-Bowden
Dorset

| WAS incensed to receive the
poor level of ECA feedback for
S103 Discovering science -
October 2004. The feedback
consisted of the word ‘Achieved,
prefaced with a variety of words
such as ‘Well’ or Just!

I'm not asking for individual
feedback, merely some idea of
the information which should
have been included to achieve a
correct or good answer to each
question. This information is
already available to tutors and
examiners — so would involve
virtually no extra cost.

Brenda Turner
Middlesex

WE do recognise the value of
providing feedback to students on
the end of course assessment, but
as this student acknowledges the
cost of providing detailed individual
feedback would be too high. We
expect to introduce a facility at the
end of this year to enable
Examination and Assessment
Boards to make available to
students via StudentHome generic
feedback of the nature indicated by
Brenda, where the Board feels it
appropriate to do so.

within a high standard of
education. Making the TMA
submissions more flexible just
adds fuel to the fire that we OU
students study as a ‘hobby!
Other correspondence
courses may “suit students’
timetables” but they do not
have the same prestige,
challenge and accomplishment
that the OU offers.
Hazel Hay
Glasgow

course chair’s letters. Whatever
went wrong in this case is in no
way connected with the faculty’s
presentation of DD121 and the
DD121 course team is most
concerned that the impression
might have been given, by the
publication of this letter, that
DD121 is not a student friendly
course.
Dr Kath Woodward
Faculty of Social Sciences

| AM in agreement with Deborah
Moore regarding her letter on
OU flexi-study. Like her | spend
all the time | am not working
studying to meet TMA deadlines.
Will Swann’s response states
that fewer students would
complete their study with a
flexi-timetable. Surely this is the
students’responsibility? If they
intend to complete their studies
they will, if they don't then they
won't regardless of whether
there is a strict timetable to
adhere to.

Kelly Cooper
Northampton

BELOW is a selection from the
letters received on the subject of
flexible cut-off dates for TMAs:

REGARDING Deborah Moore'’s
letter in your spring issue,
suggesting that TMA cut-off
dates be more flexible. | take my
studies seriously and want to
prove and challenge myself

| WAS most dismayed to read
the letter entitled ‘Feeling Lost’
in the spring edition of sesame in
which a student expressed
disappointment at the lack of
support on DD121. As chair of
the course | can confirm that all
students are sent a preparatory
mailing with a letter from the
course chair and another letter
from the chair in the second
mailing. DD121 is an entry level
course which aims to welcome
students to the university and to
provide them with carefully
structured, accessible material.
The Introductory Workbook
maps out the pathways through
the course and each subsequent
block has an accompanying
workbook which guides students
through their study.

['am really sorry that this
student did not receive the

| READ your letters page with
interest after receiving my first
issue of sesame (225). The
particular letter that stood out
was from a student who could
only attend Saturday tutorials
and was concerned about a
greater emphasis on weekday
tutorials.

[ will not be able to attend any
tutorials as | work full-time and
have to cover every weekend. |
feell am missing out on valuable
contact and support so | would
like to suggest a future
compromise; a mixture of
evening and Saturday tutorials
as it would be better to attend
half the number on offer than
none at all.

Melanie-Jayne Manning
Clacton-on-Sea

IT has been more than a year
since | graduated with an OU
MBA while working and
studying in Malaysia. The OU
became my first choice of study
when it arrived on the Malaysian
shores about five years back.
However, to reasons best known
to the OU, courses are no longer
offered over here.

I am fully aware that some of
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the student support accorded to
students in the EU would not be
available to all but surely a wider
range of courses can be made
available to non-EU students
without any reduction in the
quality.

Chin Leng Khoo

Malaysia

I AM taking this year the A210
course, which so far is great. My
present reading is Approaching
Poetry, the booklet cover shows
an antique goblet positioned by
half a skull bone placed on a
curved wooden chest. As the
booklet did not discuss pirates,
treasures, Gothic horrors, or
even castles, | felt thoroughly let
down. Please either adjust the
tin or do what it says on it!
Shantasya Carlisle
Northern Ireland

THE suggestions made for
tackling global poverty were
diverse (‘Wave of sympathy,
issue 225), and some were even
practical and possible, e.g. the
idea of giving cash. Most of the
other ideas which you published
were noble but impractical.
What no-one suggested, but
far more effective to tackle
global poverty, would be if the
rich world were to agree to let
poor countries compete fairly on
global markets. You are poor. We
will send you aid. But we won't
encourage you actually to work
to earn a living, to escape your
poverty, because we want to
protect our own industries.
That's real politics, you see.
Peter Culleton
Budapest

Star Letter

letters
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FOCUS

ok | Stone walls
do not a
DrSON make. ..

The Open University has pioneered access to many
groups - disabled people, ethnic minorities, women,
adult learners and those living in remote areas. Yet
its work in prisons sometimes causes unease and
hostility. By John Kirkaldy

T was three o'clock in the morning and he was very drunk at the

party. “When he demanded belligerently, “is the OU going to give

up giving degrees to murderers and start putting the money
towards people who actually deserve it?”

He would have perhaps been even more aggressive if he had known
that in the morning, | had been giving a tutorial, not only in a prison,
but at a vulnerable prisoner unit (vpu). This is the part of the prison
where inmates, who run a very large risk of assault from fellow
prisoners, are kept in a state of high security.

The university has pioneered access to many groups - yet its work
in prisons provokes unease and even hostility. This prejudice towards
the OU’s work in prisons seems to rest on three misunderstandings or
half truths, which are:

It is unfair that the OU spends money on prisoners when it should
be spending it on ‘ordinary’ students. In fact the OU spends no money
on prisoners; all funding is done by the Home Office in England and
the devolved governments in the rest of Britain and Northern Ireland.
The decision as to whether a prisoner ‘does the OU' rests with the
prison itself. There are currently only 860 students studying with the
OU in prisons in England.

Poor environment for study

Prisoners enjoy a privileged existence for study, protected from all
the usual distractions. Nearly all prisoners have to do work in the
prison system. In general, a prisoner will be allowed 10 hours study
time a week in the Prison’s Education Centre.

For most students study will be often done in the severely limited
space of an overcrowded cell. This is often very noisy with many
distractions, especially from radios. “The only way that | can work is
with ear plugs” explained one of my students. The reaction of other
prisoners can be one of indifference or outright hostility. A few of my
students have had work defaced or precious notes thrown away.

It is highly likely that the student will be the only one in the prison
studying the particular course. All communication with the outside
world in nearly all cases is forbidden or severely restricted. Prisoners
can expect 10 hours of tutorial support in a year at foundation level,
six at post-foundation level and four for a half credit, far less than for
the average OU student.

It is wrong to allow free study for people who have committed
crimes against society. It is true that some OU students have been

Picture: Getty Images
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convicted of very serious crimes but the
university is not part of the judicial process.
Is it not better to offer some hope and
some chance of rehabilitation in society?
Fifty-eight per cent of all prisoners will
re-offend.

Prisoners often lack qualifications and
skills to re-enter the job market. Just as
important is often a change of attitude. ‘|
now find myself open to change - without
the OU this positive outlook wouldn't have
occurred, commented Ronnie. Prisons can
easily become universities of crime, with
hostile and aggressive attitudes reinforced;
criminal skills learnt; and a list of contacts in
the underworld extended.

Prisoners face many of the same problems
that all students confront, such as meeting
deadlines. But they also face problems that
are unique to their environment. One of the
biggest is the fact that prisoners are
continually being moved, often at short
notice.

The level of support in prisons seems to be
very variable. Erlestoke Prison in Wiltshire,
for example, had a very good educational

environment. A few prisons that | have
worked in have not always been so helpful.
One prisoner, admittedly a very difficult
customer, had a major body search and a
complete turning over of his cell, in the
middle of his exam. Hardly the best scenario
for a good pass.

“One prisoner had a major body
search and a complete turning over
of his cell, in the middle of his exam’

y

Prisoners may be subject to great mood
swings. Relationships often fall apart or are
stretched to breaking point; large signs are
displayed in most visiting areas, advising
partners and family members to warn the
prison concerned if they have come to end
any emotional link.

Most OU students in prisons are very keen
not to discuss their crime; a small minority
are almost obsessive about discussing their
case and almost nothing will stop them.
There is something very macabre about
discussing why a man has murdered his wife
while trying to analyse a sonnet. An

occasional excuse message can highlight the
differences between ordinary study and that
done in prison. “Fred will not be in today
because he has attempted to castrate
himself” read one excusal note.

All of this puts a lot of extra demands on
tutors. Notes and comments have to be very
detailed and explicit. Most tutors try and get
members from the outside group to send
notes and handouts via post. Simply getting
in and out of a prison can take a lot of extra
time.

Drop-out rates, which were very high, are
now comparable to the outside world. A few
students coming to the end of their sentences
in low security prisons have attended
summer schools and outside tutorials.

If we are truly open, then we must be open
to everybody and that must include
prisoners. As the 17th century poet Richard
Lovelace wrote: “Stone walls do not a
prison make, nor iron bars a cage” By
allowing prisoners a glimpse of life beyond
confinement, the OU is doing something of
real importance in 163 prisons in Britain and
Northern Ireland.
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All about financial support

For many students the costs involved in studying may be a barrier to them fulfilling their potential on a
course. The Open University is keen to help those in this position

whether it's support towards course fees or childcare while
they attend tutorials.

A student living in England, Wales or Northern Ireland could be
eligible for up to £885 towards their course fees, depending on their
household income and the number of courses they are studying.
They could also be entitled to a £250 course grant towards study
costs. And owing to a new system of partial awards, students with a
household income that was previously above the maximum threshold
for support may be able to claim a reduced level of the fee and
course grant. For example, a student with a partner and two children
could have a household income of £23,000 and still receive £222
towards course fees and a £250 course grant. Those whose study
costs exceed the available course grant may be able to receive
additional support from the university's Access to Learning Fund.

Students living in Scotland who earn a low income or are in receipt
of benefits may be eligible for financial support to cover the cost of
their course fees. Many may also qualify for a £500 Part-time

S TUDENTS living in the UK may be able to get help with costs,

Student Loan from the Student Awards Agency for Scotland to help
support them with study costs. An additional source of financial
support for those who find themselves in serious financial hardship,
is the Hardship Fund. Students. Those who are ineligible for a
part-time student loan, or who have already used up all of the funds
from their loan, can apply to the Hardship Fund.

Additional OU support
In addition The Open University provides support towards course
fees for courses which are not covered by a government scheme.
Also each regional office has a Student Assistance Fund which can
provide a limited amount of support with study costs. This year there
is additional funding to provide support for IT skills for students new
to computing. This can help with individual technical skills, course
fees, home visits, one-to-one support or anything that would benefit
a student’s IT skills.

Full details of the schemes of support are in the Financial Support
leaflet included with this copy of sesame.
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_aunch of awriting career

in motor-racing history — now a book by an OU student shows
how he also revolutionised British boat-building.

Sarah O'Hara grew up on the Norfolk coast next to Chapman’s
Moonraker firm, which borrowed techniques from the automobile
and aeroplane industries to completely change the way sea-going
craft were constructed.

But while history celebrates Chapman for his motor-racing feats,
little seems known about his contribution on the water — and with
the help of an OU creative writing course, Sarah decided she could
tell the story.

L OTUS cars made company owner Colin Chapman a legend

Secret of success
“I grew up near Moonraker and I'm also a bit of a Formula 1
petrolhead, so the story fascinates me” said Sarah.

“Everyone’s heard of Lotus, but no-one seemed to have recognised

Sarah: fascinated by the story of a boat industry pioneer

'I-.-

how much Chapman
changed the boat
industry”

Sarah, an
occupational health
practitioner from
Norwich, says her writing success is down to the OU. “l got a BSc
Hons from the OU in the early 90s, she said. “Just that taught me
how to assimilate and present a lot of information in a structured,
thought-out way, which is what | have done with the research for
the book.

“A couple of years ago | took an OU creative writing course as well,
and that was fantastic’

Moonraker Marine & JCL Ltd - Colin Chapman’s Boat Industry
is available from Nighthawk Publishing at www.moonrakerboats.com,
priced £10.99.

“Everyone’s heard of Lotus, but
no-one seemed to have recognised
how much Chapman changed

the boat industry”
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Discussions,
not lectures

DO you know
what | miss most
in tutorials these
days? Discussion.
When | began
with The Open
University, A103
An introduction
to the humanities, much of our
tutorials were taken up with students
interacting with the tutors (we had
two), asking questions and even
arguing points with other students -
wonderful. And we had a summer
school, a whole week of inspiring
tutors and enriching discussions with
other students, in and out of the
classrooms; we really felt part of a
proper university

Sadly, economic restraint means
fewer summer schools, but to my
mind just as sad is that tutorials seem
to be turning into lectures. Tutors are
naturally trying to impart succinct and
relevant knowledge in one two-hour
meeting a month, but | do miss the
back-and-forth argument that is part
of the enjoyment of studying, and | am
not alone. A recent report from
the Association of Teachers and
Lecturers concluded that there is ‘an
over-reliance on teachers talking and
pupils listening, leaving them cut-off
from valuable ‘dialogue with peers!
This can apply to mature students
too.

One solution might be to extend the
group meetings to 2'/2 hours. The
extra time would be enough to get a
coffee and have a general discussion
on what the tutor had been saying,
and how it had been understood -
each student’s interpretation is
almost guaranteed to be different!

T

Catherine White is studying U210
and DD100, in her final year
(hopefully) towards a literature
degree

'S cholce

always a

good thing?

LL OU students used to be expected to attend residential school

as part of their foundation course, or to plead for an excusal.

Now fewer and fewer students are making the trek to ‘summer
school; and the university is moving away from making them an integral
part of OU courses. But is this a move in favour of student choice, or
are too many students missing out on a experience which would have
enriched their studies and their lives? And if you are a student who
hasn’t decided whether or not to attend a residential school, what

should you do?

CAN see why there is a pressure for the

discontinuation of summer schools, as in

the frantically busy 21st century people do
not feel that they should have to give a week
of their holiday over to study.

When | was an OU undergraduate | was also
parenting three very young children. |
managed to get an excusal from my
foundation course summer school, and my
main feeling was relief. The following year, my
parents offered to help with the children, so |
had no excuse. The first morning of summer
school | got up far too early, used to allowing
enough time to dress, cajole and feed three
children. | sat in the silence, realising that |
actually had some time to think... | could read
my books for half an hour and no one would
shout ‘mummy!’

Enhanced sense of self

Little did | realise that was just the first
developmental experience | was going to have
that week. Suddenly | was just Pam, someone
who had a huge amount in common with all
the other people with whom | interacted. No
one ever thought of me as ‘the twins’ mum’

or ‘Chris’ wife! The sense of self that had
developed remained with me, and was further
enhanced by two more experiences of
summer school in subsequent years.

While it is certainly possible to put the
academic content of summer schools into
online courses or a series of day schools, what
only summer school can do is take the student
out of his or her everyday environment for

“Every OU undergraduate
owes him or herself at least one
experience of summer school”

one precious week of their course, and give
them an experience of being completely
immersed in their studies away from the
slings and arrows of everyday life. Many
students, like myself, find this a source of
personal development that gives them a
much needed confidence boost that they can
take into a new career, post degree. Others
might find it an oasis of calm away from a
frantic working environment, that allows them
to give some undivided attention to their
studies, underpinning a better final grade
than they would have achieved if they had
covered the whole content of the module in
fractured pieces.

And finally summer school is fun - that
small amount of time to ‘stand and stare’ that
is so helpful when developing new areas of
cognition, a chance to properly discuss
course concepts with other interested
individuals, a new circle of friends and
acquaintances with similar interests, and a
refreshing break from everyday chores and
worries. | think every OU undergraduate owes
him or herself at least one experience of
summer school.

Dr Pam Jarvis, former OU student

and now Assistant Staff Tutor (Education)
and ED840 and DSE212 Tutor,

Region 07 (Yorkshire)
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IT'S UP TO THE INDIVIDUAL TO CHOOSE

OT everyone enjoys residential
N school. But there is an
overwhelmingly positive response
from those who have attended. However,
evidence collected in the late 1990s
suggested that more students were deterred
from courses with embedded
residential schools than were attracted to
them.

And throughout the 1990s steadily
increasing numbers of students were being
granted ‘excusal’ from attending embedded
residential schools, mainly because of caring
responsibilities or work commitments. In
some instances this was approaching a
quarter of those who eventually completed
the course.

The answer was to start again by
re-defining what outcomes should be
essential for the achievement of a particular
end result, be it a course, certificate,
diploma or degree, and then ensuring that all
those who qualify with that award have
achieved those outcomes.

If certain outcomes can only be achieved in
a face-to-face context, then satisfactory
participation in a residential school or day
school is a must for all students hoping to

gain those outcomes, and hence the award. It
then becomes possible to specify which
particular residential schools should be
compulsory for which awards. Students
should be the ones to decide whether they
want that award enough to complete the
residential school.

The idea of ‘compulsion’ to attend
residential schools has therefore shifted -
away from the university insisting that
students attend but allowing them not to if
they have a good excuse, and towards
making it clear what students will achieve by
attending and then putting them in control of
when and how they do so.

Some academic areas have been able to
develop alternative ways of achieving the
learning outcomes normally delivered at
residential school, so they can offer
students an opportunity to complete the
course with or without it. In other areas,
notably those requiring the use of laboratory
or workshop equipment, this is impractical or

Summer schools: students find them life-enhancing but fewer and fewer are attending

impossible; for them, presenting the
residential school provision under separate
course codes is a simple solution. Students
can decide for themselves when it is
appropriate to complete the residential
school courses that will be needed for the
award towards which they are working.

There is no question that far fewer
students are currently attending residential
schools than was once the case. But what
does that say? Is it that we are not working
hard enough to insist that students go to
summer school ‘for their own good’? Or are
we attracting far more students who simply
cannot find or make the time in their
over-burdened lives to take a week out
during the summer for educational benefit? |
should like to think that The Open University
could do a lot more to extol the virtues and
attractions of residential schools. | should
not like to see us return to telling students
we know what's best for them.

Mark Endean, OU Senior Lecturer

in Technology at The Open University
and chair of the (unembedded)
residential school TXR220
Engineering in action

Many thanks to all those who sent in their views; almost everyone who did thought summer schools are immensely valuable.
The views of OU staff expressed here are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the university.
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Course results 2004

Below is sesame’s guide to the results Key to abbreviations

of most of the 30 and 60 point courses Fin Reg No. of finally registered students on course

that ended in October 2004 - they do not Freg E/ECA (%) Percentage of finally registered students examined/
include results of other completion submitting end of course assessment (E/ECA)
periods earlier in the year and some very Freg pass (%) Percentage of finally registered students who passed

E/ECA pass (%) Percentage of those examined/submitting end of course

low population courses. Don’t be put off assessment who passed

by alow pass rate as results vary from
year to year and an aggregate figure
gives little guidance to any individual’s
chance of success.

¥A103,DD121 and DD122 have continuous assessment only on the course.
The figures in the pass columns reflect those who passed on continuous
assessment.

Some results still pending at time of press, resulting in minor discrepancies.

Fin Freg Freg E/ECA GRADE Fin Freg Freg E/ECA ——GRADE

reg E/ECA  pass pass 1 2 3 4 reg E/ECA  pass pass 1 2 3 4
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
A103 7043 913 66.9 733 733 AA303 358 83.0 76.5 923 135 276 33.0 18.2

A207 1330 737 69.0 937 10.8 305 387 13.7 AA304 121 76.9 744 96.8 15.1 473 29.0 5.4
A209 524 710 69.7 98.1 215 476 223 6.7 AA305 376 76.9 713 927 104 36.7 318 135
A210 1890 68.5 66.2 96.6 134 30.2 378 151 AA306 542 86.5 823 95.1 151 28.4 326 19.0
A211 589 56.4 54.2 96.1 11.1 413 313 123 AA309 502 789 753 95.5 6.3 359 424 10.9
A213 656 59.8 517 86.5 12.5 385 20.2 153 AA310 517 733 69.2 94.5 11.9 33.0 37.2 124

A214 592 721 65.2 90.4 126 314 309 15.5 AA311 190 67.9 66.8 98.4 85 49.6 31.0 9.3
A216 1044 67.7 65.3 96.5 95 37.2 349 149 AA312 388 81.2 75.0 92.4 10.2 38.4 26.7 17.1

A218 512 75.6 713 943 11.4 336 354 14.0 AA313 223 76.7 722 94.2 123 28.7 44.4 8.8
A220 984 56.4 525 932 11.9 355 283 17.5 AA314 259 734 68.3 932 8.4 284 347 216
A221 792 65.2 62.6 96.1 81 289 45.7 134 AA316 1375 78.0 67.9 87.0 9.9 279 314 17.8
A295 614 583 57.0 978 31.0 385 215 6.7 AA318 423 81.1 785 96.8 137 426 294 11.1
A296 431 49.4 44.1 89.2 39.9 254 13.6 103 AA810 243 724 65.8 90.9 193 0.0 71.6
A297 677 428 36.9 86.2 317 279 16.9 9.7 AA820 178 65.7 60.7 923 12.0 0.0 80.3
A354 384 69.0 66.1 95.8 9.4 37.0 37.0 125 AD317 386 80.3 782 97.4 55 40.6 38.4 129
A396 217 65.9 63.1 958 203 44.1 217 9.8 AS208 261 759 705 929 253 247 258 17.2
A424 194 758 753 993 15.6 422 28.6 122 AT308 229 83.0 738 88.9 8.4 258 411 13.7
A425 119 67.2 64.7 96.2 17.5 36.2 26.2 16.2 B200 996 50.7 411 81.0 6.9 19.6 28.7 257
A426 53 64.2 64.2 100.0 11.8 353 26.5 265 B202 606 597 520 87.0 3.6 213 285 337
A427 100 57.0 54.0 94.7 246 246 316 14.0 B300 224 69.2 527 76.1 9.0 252 20.6 213
A428 200 775 76.5 98.7 16.1 432 303 9.0 B680 902 453 277 61.1 5.4 232 325
A430 86 68.6 66.3 96.6 153 424 203 18.6 B713 508 83.1 717 86.3 43 13.7 68.2
A432 65 61.5 61.5 100.0 25.0 375 275 10.0 B736 445 64.5 56.2 87.1 35 146 69.0
A433 86 76.7 74.4 97.0 197 394 303 6.1 B820 781 77.1 61.7 80.1 0.0 6.5 736
A811 51 82.4 80.4 97.6 19.0 78.6 B821 498 773 62.9 813 1.6 10.9 68.8
A812 48 95.8 95.8 100.0 87 913 B822 641 91.6 87.5 95.6 14 14.7 79.6
A813 67 83.6 80.6 96.4 5.4 91.1 B825 766 88.9 81.5 91.6 12 138 76.7
A817 116 83.6 819 979 33.0 64.9 BM240 186 473 387 818 136 17.0 216 295
A821 36 833 833 100.0 36.7 63.3 D214 499 64.9 62.1 95.7 151 38.6 28.7 133
A822 41 78.0 65.9 84.4 9.4 75.0 D215 571 76.0 737 97.0 10.6 329 39.4 141
A823 45 80.0 711 88.9 13.9 75.0 D218 1239 59.2 525 88.6 10.6 272 339 16.8

A824 64 797 67.2 84.3 118 725 D309 1576 829 786 948 6.4 41.2 38.2 9.1
A827 72 833 73.6 88.3 183 70.0 D315 1092 749 67.3 89.9 8.8 236 329 246
A837 41 90.2 80.5 89.2 37.8 514 D316 312 75.0 70.2 936 77 29.9 419 14.1
A840 253 723 704 973 12.0 85.2 D317 2044 748 69.7 932 14.4 303 326 15.8
A850 113 55.8 478 85.7 9.5 76.2 D318 389 784 76.1 97.0 9.5 351 387 138

A851 52 86.5 80.8 933 156 77.8 D319 303 70.0 66.7 953 118 354 39.2 9.0
A857 50 84.0 720 85.7 21.4 64.3 D820 478 62.6 55.4 88.6 7.0 81.6
A860 71 77.5 74.6 96.4 10.9 85.5 D830 113 81.4 77.0 94.6 5.4 89.1
A861 33 90.9 84.8 933 20.0 733 D832 66 86.4 833 96.5 14.0 825
A867 42 905 88.1 97.4 44.7 526 D844 205 80.0 771 96.3 18 94.5
A870 86 65.1 65.1 100.0 10.7 89.3 D850 62 758 66.1 87.2 149 723
A871 67 89.6 80.6 90.0 20.0 70.0 D852 46 783 69.6 88.9 83 80.6
AA300 196 80.1 77.0 96.2 13 376 357 217 D860 156 76.9 712 925 10.0 825
AAZX300 50 76.0 70.0 921 26 34.2 395 158 D862 31 839 710 84.6 115 731
AA301 198 69.7 62.6 89.9 11.6 435 26.8 8.0 D864 67 80.6 76.1 94.4 3.7 90.7
AA302 288 75.0 708 94.4 12.0 264 41.7 14.4 DD100 9220 91.0 57.0 62.7 62.7
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Fin Freg Freg E/ECA GRADE Fin Freg Freg E/ECA ——— GRADE
reg E/ECA  pass pass 1 2 3 4 reg E/ECA  pass pass 1 2 3 4
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
DD121 497 92.6 547 591 591 M206 1772 576 54.4 94.5 21.2 273 28.8 17.3
DD122 689 943 80.8 85.7 85.7 M248 794 68.0 63.2 93.0 230 233 26.9 198
DD200 404 66.8 63.6 95.2 148 43.0 311 6.3 M263 600 73.2 70.7 96.6 26.0 323 282 10.0
DDZX200 107 64.5 63.6 98.6 30.4 40.6 203 7.2 M301 1335 715 63.2 88.5 12.2 26.8 311 183
DD201 858 64.3 56.9 88.4 7.6 226 315 26.6 M336 330 724 68.8 95.0 159 347 343 10.0
DD202 777 60.6 50.6 834 55 208 312 259 M337 369 69.4 63.4 914 30.1 242 22.7 145
DD302 168 79.2 774 97.7 83 41.4 331 15.0 M343 429 70.6 60.1 85.1 188 32.7 16.8 16.8
DD304 518 81.7 80.3 983 10.2 449 376 57 M346 367 74.1 65.1 87.9 10.7 34.2 26.1 16.9
DD305 381 722 64.6 89.5 14.2 295 34.2 11.6 M358 1346 71.2 63.2 88.6 6.3 204 30.9 311
DSE212 4084 61.0 531 87.0 82 209 37.2 20.7 M360 678 70.9 59.0 83.2 27 20.6 318 281
DT840 202 77.2 66.8 86.5 51 0.0 0.0 81.4 M361 220 58.2 514 88.3 156 31.2 273 141
DU301 492 79.1 76.0 96.1 139 429 283 11.1 M373 263 715 63.5 88.8 218 229 30.9 133
DU310 510 79.4 755 95.1 77 316 37.8 18.0 M381 367 68.7 64.3 937 218 298 22.6 19.4
E123 1670 68.5 61.4 89.6 89.6 M801 150 68.7 473 68.9 6.8 62.1
E124 1947 754 65.8 87.2 87.2 M821 64 65.6 531 81.0 81.0
E243 449 70.2 68.4 97.5 11.4 371 38.4 10.5 m823 94 723 67.0 92.6 926
E300 579 77.2 744 96.4 83 253 45.6 17.2 M826 45 80.0 733 917 91.7
E801 331 75.2 68.9 91.6 916 m828 30 76.7 76.7 100.0 100.0
E828 209 78.5 727 92.7 92.7 M829 36 833 833 100.0 100.0
E829 216 82.4 75.0 91.0 91.0 m833 54 74.1 64.8 87.5 87.5
E831 153 732 61.4 83.9 83.9 M835 60 80.0 75.0 938 938
E835 210 75.2 66.2 88.0 88.0 M836 55 76.4 709 929 929
E836 249 66.7 63.9 958 95.8 M865 388 71.6 65.5 91.4 25 45.7 432
E839 167 80.8 743 91.9 91.9 M873 133 79.7 69.9 87.7 9.4 255 528
E841 217 71.4 61.8 86.5 86.5 M874 142 78.9 732 929 15.2 33.0 44.6
E842 100 82.0 77.0 939 939 M876 187 75.9 61.0 80.3 35 19.7 57.0
E843 83 86.7 85.5 98.6 98.6 mM877 130 823 77.7 94.4 2.8 28.0 63.6
E844 213 81.2 737 90.8 90.8 m878 186 76.9 65.1 84.6 5.6 126 66.4
E845 177 757 65.5 86.6 86.6 M879 117 87.2 74.4 853 1.0 225 61.8
E849 348 779 75.6 97.0 97.0 m880 155 703 60.0 853 4.6 339 46.8
ED209 3560 62.6 57.0 91.0 9.8 27.7 348 187 m88l 77 70.1 66.2 94.4 148 50.0 29.6
ED840 422 78.4 67.8 86.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 86.4 MA290 331 57.7 523 90.6 20.4 293 251 15.2
EK310 616 76.5 703 91.9 55 36.7 36.3 13.4 MDST242 303 726 67.0 923 209 377 209 12.7
H802 46 80.4 76.1 94.6 13.5 81.1 ME825 82 70.7 67.1 94.8 94.8
H804 39 89.7 84.6 943 8.6 85.7 MS221 1826 62.9 539 85.6 184 21.4 235 224
H850 42 61.9 50.0 80.8 80.8 MST121 3109 58.2 53.4 91.7 229 68.8
K100 4377 64.2 59.9 934 153 78.1 MST207 659 731 66.2 90.5 255 226 237 18.7
KYN100 260 973 931 95.7 11.1 84.6 MST322 241 61.0 498 81.6 17.7 26.5 218 15.6
KZX100 458 55.0 517 94.0 194 746 MT262 1208 61.5 58.0 943 332 296 20.7 10.8
KYN107 128 91.4 91.4 100.0 128 87.2 MT365 552 78.6 748 95.2 157 357 26.0 177
K111 973 931 878 943 943 MU120 2302 51.0 49.7 97.6 97.6
K201 532 68.0 633 931 55 39.0 320 16.6 5103 4016 62.8 61.0 97.1 97.1
K202 672 618 56.5 916 6.3 222 386 246 5204 673 57.4 493 86.0 127 269 256 205
K203 550 72.2 67.6 937 3.0 204 338 36.5 5205 402 60.9 537 88.2 253 20.0 253 176
K204 1006 66.5 61.2 921 3.6 293 371 221 5207 568 66.2 523 79.0 16.2 237 253 138
K205 280 67.5 596 88.4 6.9 222 36.0 233 5216 547 713 64.0 89.7 123 251 295 228
K215 576 94.1 86.6 921 52 295 30.8 26.6 5260 839 62.8 511 81.4 19.7 281 19.4 14.2
K222 72 88.9 73.6 82.8 31 234 359 203 5267 484 62.8 56.0 89.1 17.4 21.4 27.0 234
K223 154 578 48.7 843 5.6 27.0 303 213 5268 393 70.5 63.9 90.6 141 29.2 274 19.9
K224 259 938 82.6 88.1 4.5 27.2 284 28.0 5269 486 66.9 60.7 90.8 11.7 345 323 123
K257 817 59.6 47.0 789 6.8 16.4 29.4 263 5280 556 68.9 65.5 95.0 123 334 26.6 227
K260 759 61.7 542 87.8 45 21.8 391 224 5282 536 537 48.5 90.3 149 32.6 233 194
K267 275 78.9 731 92,6 6.0 189 47.0 20.7 5283 414 66.4 62.8 94.5 11.6 356 324 149
K268 91 89.0 79.1 88.9 0.0 222 35.8 30.9 5292 211 19.9 19.9 100.0 26.2 31.0 381 4.8
K269 736 80.4 753 936 6.9 38.0 36.0 127 5293 257 245 245 100.0 238 50.8 238 1.6
K302 421 72.2 63.7 88.2 6.2 29.9 273 247 S$320 691 70.6 577 81.8 51 17.0 355 242
K303 449 726 67.5 929 6.7 316 34.0 20.6 5324 293 71.0 60.4 85.1 13.0 279 221 221
K307 119 67.2 58.8 87.5 1.2 225 31.2 325 5328 264 79.2 731 923 11.0 26.8 354 19.1
L120 1067 56.8 533 939 15.0 789 S$330 553 72.2 57.7 79.9 6.8 20.1 348 183
L130 321 555 51.7 933 29.2 64.0 S339 273 82.1 72.2 87.9 147 36.6 20.1 16.5
L140 554 543 523 96.3 10.6 85.7 5343 238 61.8 57.6 93.2 259 36.1 224 8.8
L193 467 49.9 454 91.0 313 597 5344 214 71.0 64.0 90.1 19.1 322 243 14.5
LZX193 188 495 447 90.3 30.1 60.2 5357 243 50.2 453 90.2 28.7 27.0 221 123
L194 1622 539 50.2 932 25.2 68.1 S365 417 64.7 47.5 733 7.0 241 21.1 211
LZX194 508 49.0 453 924 181 743 5369 320 77.2 67.2 87.0 8.1 231 35.6 20.2
L203 183 787 727 92.4 236 396 243 4.9 S377 381 60.4 483 80.0 10.4 235 243 217
L204 349 81.1 731 90.1 16.3 399 28.6 53 5381 222 66.7 58.6 87.8 11.5 358 250 155
L211 476 708 66.8 94.4 83 359 433 6.8 5802 81 728 63.0 86.4 136 16.9 559
LZX211 51 745 66.7 89.5 79 50.0 211 10.5 S804 66 75.8 727 96.0 20.0 18.0 58.0
L302 478 79.7 726 91.1 7.6 247 336 252 5807 114 79.8 728 91.2 28.6 374 253
LZX302 77 87.0 779 89.6 9.0 14.9 209 448 5809 76 737 64.5 87.5 26.8 339 26.8
L310 516 793 736 929 9.0 37.2 381 8.6 S810 37 78.4 78.4 100.0 448 27.6 27.6
L313 187 76.5 70.6 923 189 378 308 49 SD226 1090 59.0 55.6 94.2 11.2 29.2 34.7 191
L314 310 774 748 96.7 138 475 283 7.1 SD329 493 70.6 65.1 92.2 213 259 276 17.5
M150 3777 66.2 64.3 97.2 97.2 SD805 196 81.6 79.6 97.5 11.9 26.9 58.8
M203 654 726 65.1 89.7 30.1 316 175 10.5 SEH806 111 82.9 80.2 96.7 17.4 239 554
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Fin Freg Freg E/ECA GRADE Fin
reg E/ECA pass pass 1 2 3 4 reg
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

SK220 1390 54.5 47.8 87.6 7.8 331 31.7 15.0 T397 179
SMT356 335 573 46.6 81.2 255 188 28.1 8.9 T402 99
SMXR356 130 838 74.6 89.0 37.6 40.4 83 2.8 T801 98
ST240 284 68.7 64.1 933 251 303 27.2 10.8 T823 37
SXG390 88 85.2 84.1 98.7 213 493 213 6.7 T833 47
SXM390 34 735 67.6 92.0 56.0 240 8.0 4.0 T834 81
T171 2752 521 49.5 95.0 95.0 T835 79
T172 989 58.4 54.6 93.4 16.6 76.8 T837 59
T173 709 61.1 57.4 94.0 19.2 74.8 T839 23
T187 159 83.6 8l.1 97.0 97.0 T840 62
Ti91 732 61.6 60.2 97.8 97.8 T842 34
T205 471 58.4 55.0 94.2 9.8 295 36.0 18.9 T860 69
T206 333 721 66.4 921 133 29.2 30.0 19.6 T862 60
1207 499 71.1 62.3 87.6 59 28.2 21.7 31.8 T882 45
T209 1380 723 66.6 92.1 141 27.9 30.1 20.0 TA225 654
T210 363 68.6 55.9 81.5 6.0 181 305 26.9 TU870 112
T211 410 69.5 68.0 97.9 17.2 33.0 31.9 15.8 TU871 91
T223 1067 55.7 46.4 833 16.5 236 236 19.7 TU872 38
T302 424 85.8 84.2 98.1 19.2 332 343 113 U205 578
T303 294 738 67.0 90.8 143 30.0 30.9 157 U210 1618
T305 1107 75.2 65.9 87.5 12.7 27.5 269 20.4 U212 860
T306 409 72.4 70.4 97.3 2.4 48.0 30.1 16.9 U213 570
T323 226 54.4 48.2 88.6 26.8 25.2 27.6 8.9 UZX213 152
1327 330 555 445 80.3 235 284 14.8 137 U216 955
T331 291 59.1 42.6 721 10.5 145 19.2 27.9 U3le 413
T353 122 74.6 62.3 83.5 19.8 34.1 18.7 11.0 W200 1611
T354 175 62.9 54.3 86.4 255 28.2 18.2 145 w201 937
T355 156 78.2 76.3 97.5 23.0 238 35.2 156 W300 723
T396 758 58.6 537 91.7 151 273 31.8 176 w301 499

Freg
E/ECA
(%)

90.5
87.9
90.8
86.5
68.1
81.5
823
67.8
87.0
935
82.4
82.6
90.0
64.4
55.0
705
78.0
81.6
595
67.1
726
739
68.4
747
736
55.2
735
80.9
85.4

Freg
pass
(%)

87.7
85.9
327
838
66.0
65.4
69.6
49.2
87.0
85.5
58.8
783
81.7
64.4
476
67.9
76.9
68.4
521
581
68.8
69.3
64.5
69.4
71.4
46.2
58.0
67.6
76.8

E/ECA
pass
(%)

96.9
97.7
36.0
96.9
96.9
80.3
84.6
725
100.0
914
71.4
947
90.7
100.0
86.4
96.2
98.6
83.9
87.5
86.6
94.9
938
94.2
93.0
97.0
837
78.8
83.6
89.9

1
(%)

219

GRADE
2
(%)

379

56.2
28.1
13.6
123
75

25.0
345
10.7
54.4
29.6
483
239
41.8
38.0
355
235
235
27.2
34.9
45.2
241
549
17.8
235
197
331

3
(%)

391

29.2

34.0
371
46.8
25.2
221
40.1
21.4
316
239
275
27.2

4
(%)

96.9
11.5
36.0
188
62.5
63.6
723
62.5
40.0
517
60.7
211
593
483
244
38.0
437
355
227
16.6
146
16.4
11.5
258
89

253
16.0
289

m
AMBITION

Build on your accountancy skills
and achieve your career vision

If you have the drive and ambition to become a Chartered
Management Accountant the CIMA Professional
Qualification will ensure you develop a truly successful,
interesting and diverse career.

Successfully completing the Open University Certificate in
Accounting will allow direct entry to the CIMA Professional
Qualification.

CIMA has been voted the ‘Best Student Body’ by readers
of Pass magazine 2004.

To find out how CIMA can power your career, go to
www.cimaglobal.com/ou or call +44 (0) 20 8849 2251.




More courses online at
www.open.ac.uk/courses
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0U’s foundation degree is aimed at those working with 13- to 19-year-olds in an informal setting
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COURSES

Jegree inagrowth area

Are you working with young people and looking for a programme of study that leads to a qualification? A

new OU foundation degree may be just what you need

provides a distance learning route to qualification which meets
the needs of a wide variety of students who are or aim to be
engaged in work with young people aged 13 to 19, within an informal
education setting. This is a setting where the person participates
voluntarily and where the focus is on the learning and personal
development of young people. Students may be working in either
statutory or voluntary roles — as youth workers, learning mentors,
Scouts/Guides leaders, sports or after-school club leaders or
providing specialist advisory/support work with young people.
Students completing the foundation degree will receive JNC (Joint
Negotiating Committee for youth and community workers)
recognition as a professionally qualified youth worker, so the award
is ideal for unqualified youth or support workers looking for a
programme of study which clearly links with a qualification route.

T HE OU’s new foundation degree in Working with Young People

Widely endorsed

The foundation degree in Working with Young People is also endorsed
by the Department for Education and Skills as meeting the Statement
of Requirement for Sector-Endorsed Foundation Degrees in
Working with Young People and Young People’s Services. The
sector includes a wide range of organisations which provide services
for young people, in the public, private, voluntary or community
sectors. They include Connexions, Youth Services, Careers Guidance,
Education Welfare, Learning Mentors and young people’s charitable

organisations. People working in these services, particularly those
concerned with the development, support and guidance of young
people, will find that the OU’s foundation degree in Working with
Young People will provide them with the initial education and training
needed to work with young people in any or all of these contexts.

Students who want an initial qualification, or who want to find out if
this particular area of work appeals, may be interested in the
integral 90-point Certificate in Working with Young People. The
Certificate has already been recognised on the National
Qualifications Framework and is awaiting National Youth Agency
endorsement as a Youth Support Worker qualification.

Employers or voluntary organisations who support students on the
programme benefit from an employers’ briefing pack and supervision
toolkit explaining the foundation degree model, their roles, including
observation of practice and professional supervision, advice on
supporting students, and how to capitalise on students’ growing
knowledge and confidence.

Students in smaller voluntary organisations who are unable to
access these support roles will be provided with advice and guidance
from The Open University which will facilitate links with other
organisations and/or partners.

For more details visit the OU's website www.open.ac.uk/courses
and key in ‘GO3; or ‘C54' if you are interested in the Certificate.
Alternatively, call +44 (0)1908 858650 or +44 (0)1908 653766 or
email FELS-WWYP@open.ac.uk




22 SESAME 226 Summer 2005

More courses online at
www.open.ac.uk/courses

e art of
nglisn

T EXT messages, jokes, puns, story-telling - how we constantly play

with our language is at the heart of a fascinating new OU course.
E301 The art of English examines our creativity, from everyday
conversation through to literature.

“Creativity in English is endemic,’ says OU education lecturer Joan
Swann. “Even asking someone something as simple as what they did today,
- as soon as they start to answer they're performing — constructing their
answer is a creative process’

So too is writing an effective advertising slogan, phrasing a joke to give
the punchline maximum impact, using an internet chat room, writing a
letter or even scrawling graffiti — all of which are examined in the
60-point course.

It is divided into two areas, everyday creativity and literary creativity.
The first examines how English speakers routinely use forms of
language often associated with literary texts in their everyday talk, such
as word play, verbal humour, metaphorical imagery and even simple
narratives of personal experience.

New English degree

The second strand, literary creativity, focuses on the devices used by
poets, authors and other writing professionals, such as advertising
agencies. “What distinguishes some of these texts as high quality
literature while others are dismissed as ephemeral?” asks Ms Swann.

The art of English and another new course, E303 Grammar in context
are the OU'’s first-ever third-level English language courses and have been
designed as part of the university’s combined English Language and
Literature degree.

Students are expected to have some experience of language study and
course chiefs say E301 is particularly appropriate for those who have
completed U210: The English language: past, present and future.

The combined English Language and literature degree is the first major
new Arts faculty award since the University began to offer named
degrees.

For further details on this and all other OU courses or degrees visit
www.open.ac.uk/courses and key in the relevant name or code. Or call

Whether talking or texting, using language is a creative process

0870333 4340.

AVOIDING SYSTEMS FAILURES

GAS and electricity companies send out the
wrong bills; school terms start late because
teachers haven't been vetted; holiday
makers queue for passports that should
have been sent to them weeks ago. Why do
so many information systems go wrong?
The reasons for such shortcomings are
the topic of a fascinating new book by OU
academics and an accompanying course
T852 Learning from IS failures. Both teach

readers and students why such plans go
awry and what can be done to better
guarantee success.

“The course, which was built around the
book, uses a systems model and teaches
students to study in a sophisticated way
what is missing in real life cases, and hence
to see what could potentially go wrong,’ said
Geoff Peters, OU Professor Of Systems
Strategy, who co-wrote the book with

course chair Joyce Fortune. “This course and
the book will help all those who commission,
manage, and work with new information
systems, he added.

For further information on the 15-point
course, visit www.open.ac.uk/courses and
key in T852. The book, Information Systems:
Achieving Success By Avoiding Failure by
Joyce Fortune and Geoff Peters is published
by John Wiley & Sons priced £24.99.



Summer 2005 SESAME 226 23

SPEAK A FOREIGN LANGUAGE? SPEAK IT BETTER!

oin the thousands of professionals and To help you integrate language study
Jinternational travellers who depend on into your busy life, we’ve made each INTRODUFING
Champs-Elysées, Schau ins Land, Puerta del audiomagazine portable. Work on Champs-Elysees Plus!
Sol, and Acquerello italiano to help them language fluency while commuting,
stay in touch with the languages and exercising, cooking—anytime and Accelerate your study of French with

Champs-Elysées Plus, a new enhanced
package. Available now,
Champs-Elysées Plus includes
the basic Champs-Elysées audio
programme, the
transcript and

- glossary, and a
*am, f printed workbook

cultures they love. Designed to help you anywhere you want!
dramatically improve your listening
comprehension, vocabulary, and cultural
1Q, these unique European audiomagazines
are guaranteed to reenergize your
language study—or your money back!

est of all, each programme is put

together by professional broadcasters,
journalists, and editors who have a
passion for European languages and
culture. That enthusiasm comes through

ach audiomagazine consists of an in every edition. From New York to “wif T

hour-long programme on CD or London to Singapore, our subscribers tell exercises. In addition,
cassette. You'll hear interviews with us no company produces a better product you receive a CD or cassette (your
prominent Europeans, segments covering  for intermediate and advanced language choice) with audio exercises to help
current events and issues, as well as learners. Ring for more information, or you with comprehension and
features on contemporary culture and order at www.audiomagazine.com vocabulary building. Audio flash
beloved traditions. An accompanying cards of key words and expressions

prepare you for listening. Several
features from the programme are read
at a slower pace to make them easier
to understand. And audio
comprehension exercises help you
make sure you've understood
everything you've heard. And just for
fun, we've added a special feature—in

s English—in which we explore various
end. Every edition serves up new . -

) . . aspects of the French language. Use
voices, topics, and vocabulary. The : } this supplement on the go and see
result: you build fluency month in and

how fast your French progresses!

booklet contains a complete printed
transcript, a glossary averaging 600
words and expressions translated into
English, plus extensive background
notes.

Because each audiomagazine is a
periodical, learning never has to

month out.
MoNEY BACK GUARANTEE: You have nothing to lose if it’s not for you, let us know within 6 weeks and we will completely reimburse you.
Other special audiobooks and products available from Champs-Elysées:
Balade en France Conversations francaises: Voces de Esparia:
A stroll through France Les relations transatlantiques la historia del siglo XX espariol
An armchair trip to 18 destinations - the best of A perspective on anti-Americanism, globalisation, A unique history of Spain in the 20th century.
French history & culture. (Book & 2 x CD) and the Iraq war. (Book & 1 x CD) (Book & 3 x CD)
k Champs-Elysees, Spike Island, 133 Cumberland Road, Bristol BS1 6UG
o G i I T T T T T e I e
Champs-Elysées (French) [ 5 editions on tape, £59 [ On CD, £69 [ with C-E Plus, add £22-50
 Charmps- E"Iﬂ"'-'ﬂ [J 11 editions on tape, £109 [1 On CD, £129 [ with C-E Plus, add £45-00
E- YR TR Schau ins Land (German) [] 5 editions on tape, £59 [ On CD, £69 [ Supplement, add £15
[0 11 editions on tape, £109 [ On CD, £129 [ Supplement, add £33
Acquerello italiano (ltalian) [J 6 editions on tape, £69 [ On CD, £81 [J Supplement, add £18

Puerta del Sol (Spanish) [J 6 editions on tape, £69 [ On CD, £81 [J Supplement, add £18
(All prices include P&P within the UK and overseas)

000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s0so0e

Balade en France [ With subscription order, £19-95 [ As a standalone purchase, £29-95
Conversations francaises [ With subscription order, £13-95 [ As a standalone purchase, £19-95
Voces de Espafa [ With subscription order, £26-00 [ As a standalone purchase, £39-95

(Outside the UK please add £6 P&P for each publication)
({3 ”
Better than a language course. Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

—about.com
Address
] Cheque enclosed (payable to Champs-Elysées Ltd.)
YES’ Please rUSh Debit my VISA / Mastercard / American Express/ Eurocard / Switch / Diners

[ Tick if you do not

me m)’ ﬁ rst Card No. want to receive mailings

of offers or services from

. . . other carefully selected
aud iomagazi ne! Expiry Date. Issue (Switch) companies,
Credit card orders may be faxed on 0117 929 2426 Outside the UK call +44 (117) 929 2320

WWW.AUDIOMAGAZINE.COM

POST TO: CHAMPS-ELYSEES, DEPT. OU105, FREEPOST LON 295, BRISTOL, BS1 6FA ( 0800 833 257
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SesSdlTIe

When you receive sesame, do you read:

All of it
Most of it
‘ Just a few items

These items appear in sesame on a regular basis.
Please rate them on a scale of 1 to 4
(1= not interesting, 4= very interesting)

1 2

The Interview

Fifth Column

The Debate

Letters

Careers

Courses

OU research stories
Other students’ stories
Crosswords
University news
Articles by students
Study support

Forthcoming BBC/OU TV
and radio programmes

OU Student (the official
publication of the Open
University Students
Association which appears
within sesame)

® O 000000000000
® © 000000000000

Would you be interested in the following:

yes no

Comprehensive information
about new OU courses

-ADER SURVE

Love it or hate it, now is your opportunity to have your say
about sesame. Would you like more stories about students,
details of new courses or more university news or is there
anything you particularly dislike? We welcome your feedback.
As away of saying thank you, all of those who supply their
contact details will be entered into a prize draw towin a

survey

the survey online.

In-depth features about topics

of general interest, not necessarily
directly connected with The Open
University

More contributions by students

Is there anything not mentioned above that you'd like
to see in future issues of Sesame?

On a scale of 1 to 4, how would you rate: (1= poor,
4= excellent)
1 2

3 4
o0
o0
o0

Currently, sesame appears four times a year. Do you
think:

Layout of content

Picture quality and use
of pictures

Paper quality

This frequency is about right
I'd like more copies
‘ I'd like fewer copies

If you answered more/fewer, how many issues a year
would you like to receive?

Do you look at sesame eXtra on the internet

(www.open.ac.uk/sesame/)
yes no

no internet access

three-night break for two in Cornwall, courtesy of Travelsmith.
Please complete the form, detach the pages and return to:
sesame Readership Survey, Communications Group, The Open
University, Walton Hall MK7 6AA by Friday 15 July.
Alternatively, click on www.open.ac.uk/sesame to complete

How frequently do you look at it?

Less than once a month

More than once a month

. Never

On a scale of 1 to 4, how interesting do you find it?
(1= Not interesting, 4= very interesting)

3 4
There are plans to develop the sesame internet site.

If the following were on the internet, would you
read/use them:

1 2

yes
Feature articles
Items for sale/personal ads
Debates
Details of social clubs

Forthcoming events

=
o

Would you be interested in receiving a regular

e-newsletter by email?
yes no

Any other comments about sesame or sesame
internet:

survey

Also

accessible
online

Something to shout about? Have your say

If you have the OU Life Screensaver installed on your
computer, do you check it:

Every day

Once a week

. Never

Please state whether you have the screensaver

installed at home or work:
home work

What do you think about the OU Life Screensaver?

It is informative

[t makes me feel part of a university community
. The content is poor

If you haven't installed the OU Life Screensaver, is
that because:

It is incompatible with my computer
| didn't know about it
. | don't like/do not use a screensaver
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Prize Draw

To enter our prize draw to win a fabulous three-night
break in Cornwall for two adults, courtesy of
Travelsmith, please complete the details below.

The prize includes three nights’ accommodation at the
Tregurrian Hotel at Watergate Bay near Newquay ina
twin/double standard room on a B&B basis. Offer is
valid between 1 October and 27 November 2005 and
from 25 February to 30 April 2006.

Name:
Student:

yes no
Staff:

yes no
Pl/Staff Number:

Email address:

We are building up a list of students who would be
happy to be contacted for their views on issues
covered in sesame. If you would like to be included on
this list please tick here.
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Different brains

Around 1,000 OU students are known to have dyslexia, but there are probably many more dyslexic
students who have not been identified. Peter Taylor-Whiffen looks at how the OU can help, and dyslexic

student Fiona Sewell shares her experiences

eating fish oil, according to Professor John Stein of the

Dyslexic Research Trust. He was the keynote speaker at a
recent event held in the OU’s West Midlands regional office in
Birmingham, focusing on dyslexia.

His theory is that neurons which help synchronise the body’s timing
and motor skills can be weakened by a lack of unsaturated fatty acids
normally provided by eating oily fish — so supplementing the diet
with fish oils can help reduce some of the causes of the problems
dyslexics face.

The Birmingham event for students and staff also highlighted the
number of ways in which the OU supports dyslexic students.

Around 1,000 learners with the OU are known to have the
disability, but it is believed there are countless others who have not
declared it, in some cases because they are unaware they have it.

Students with dyslexia are given more time to take exams, can

M ANY people with dyslexia could improve their condition by

access a dyslexia toolkit on the OU website and can also get reading
aids, such as coloured acetates which enable some people with
dyslexia to read more clearly.

Range of help
“The OU provides a range of help for dyslexic students,’ said Vicki
Goodwin, Assistant Regional Director in the West Midlands, who
attended the conference. “Workshops similar to the Birmingham one
are held regularly in many regions, and they bring tutors together
with students so they can hear about their problems first-hand.
“Dyslexic students can also have additional tutor sessions, and
there are tutor guidelines to help them when it comes to marking
such students’ work”
Vicki has, with colleague Bonita Thomson, written a book for
dyslexic adults, Making Dyslexia Work For You, which includes an
interactive CD-Rom. Providing support for students with dyslexia is

CORPORATE BRANDING AVAILABLE ON USB MEMORY PENS

mymemory.co.uk

30% OFF HALF PRICE!

=

Lexar 256 MB MyMemory Universal
Secure Digital Card Bluetooth Headset
ONLY £17.99 NOW £17.99
CompactFlash Price £ SmartMedia Price £ Secure Digital Price £
64MB 8X £7.99 64MB £11.99 64MB £10.99
128MB 8X £12.99 128MB £16.99 128MB £13.99
256MB 8X £16.99 Memory Stick 256MB £17.99
256MB 12X £17.99 64MB £12.99 512MB £37.32
512MB 12X £38.39 128MB £17.99 256MB HS 32X £28.27
512MB 80X £47.82 256MB £35.51 512MB HS 32X £45.34
1.0GB 80X £82.09 Memory Stick Pro Card Readers
2.0GB 80X £154.80 256MB £45.41 8in1 USB2.0 Reader £14.99
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512MB £40.10 128MB £13.99 512MB £58.91
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e

Integral Courier 256MB
USB2.0 Memory Pen

30% OFF!

Lexar 256MB 12X
CompactFlash Card

NOW £17.99 NOW £17.99
Sanisk 23 " FULIFILW generic
CompactFlash Price £ xD Cards Price £ Secure Digital Price £
64MB 8X £11.99 64MB £12.99 128MB £8.99
128MB 8X £14.99 128MB £26.72 256MB £17.99
256MB 8X £24.94 256MB £55.57 USB Memory Pens
512MB 8X £40.38 512MB £110.60 128MB £13.99
1.0GB 8X £69.31 256MB £23.99
CompactFlash Ultra II SONY 512MB £39.99
256MB 66X £31.16 Memory Stick Price £ m
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not simple, she explained. “Some additional
needs can be provided for in such a way - for
example when a mobility requirement is met,
or a hearing loop installed - that study can
then proceed unimpeded, she said. “But
dsylexic-type difficulties all relate to study
issues —reading, writing, organising
materials, time and memory.

They are about the brain working
differently - some may have trouble reading,
others writing - so different support is
needed for different students”

“The OU has understood this for a long
time. We know that students with dyslexia
learn in different ways — some through
reading, some by getting the information
aurally, through tapes and CDs rather than
from the written word. There’s a range of
ways dyslexic students can get help with
their studies!

The key for students, says Vicki, is if in
doubt, ask. “I'd urge any dyslexic students
who are worried about struggling to talk to
their tutor, or call their regional office - they
all have staff that can help. We've had a few
instances where students have pulled out of
courses because they struggled with the
first TMA, and others who simply didn't enrol
for courses they wanted to do, because they
didn’t think they would be allowed to do it, or
that they could do it. But there are many
different solutions. Ask, and someone will be
able to advise you"

Students can receive more information by
visiting www.open.ac.uk/disability/, click on
‘services available’ and then on ‘dyslexia’ For
information about Vicki and Bonita's book,
visit http://homepage.ntlworld.com/
arthur.thomson/Links.htm

Fiona’s story

FIONA Sewell reads the course materials

and writes the essays just like any other

student - only it takes her a lot, lot, longer.
“l'am quite slow at reading because |

process every letter individually rather than

by words,’ said the 43-year-old who

Dyslexia may make study harder, but it can be overcome

struggled at school owing to her
undiagnosed dyslexia. “l finish 10 minutes
after the rest of the class and miss the
discussion!

Most students have at some time had the
experience of finding something they've just
read hasn't sunk in, but for Fiona this is a
constant problem, she explains. “l am a ‘flat
reader’ A lot of my time is spent reading, not
taking it in, then reading it again, and again. |
may have to read something four times and
then consolidate it.

“But if someone reads it to me, | can take it
in. My verbal fluency is well above par”

The OU has been ‘the light at the end of
the tunnel’ says Fiona, whose ambition is to
qualify as a primary school reception class
teacher. The OU provides one-to-one
tutorials and a computer with special
programmes. In exams she is allowed 15
minutes per hour extra.

“You still have to know your stuff, but it

HOW TO IDENTIFY DYSLEXIA

NONE of these is conclusive,
but indications to look out for

are: Missing letters or words.
Spelling errors: the same word
spelt in different ways, letters
in the wrong order, phonic
approximations, omission of
syllables, errors in suffixes.

Use of UPPER-CASE
exclusively or randomly
Letters back to front.

Irregular size or awkward
shape of writing, poor spacing.

Random or non-existent
punctuation.

questions.

Malapropisms - use of
similar but wrong words.

Non-standard sentence
structure, an impression of
inexperience in writing.

Misinterpretation of

Difficulties in remembering
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can make the difference between a high
grade and the next grade down’ says Fiona,
who in addition to dyslexia also has
dyscalculia, difficulty with numbers.

As well as her OU studies, currently E115
Supporting learning in primary schools,
Fiona is fighting her way through a
pre-GCSE Maths course at a local college,
where she finds it hard to get extra support.

She is impressed with what the OU has to
offer by comparison, but it doesn’t come
quickly. “l joined the OU in May 2003 and
told them straightaway | was dyslexic, but it
took 12 months to get the additional help.

“But it is worth waiting for. Once it kicks in,
things are better. My advice to anyone in this
position is be patient, it is time-consuming.
You have to keep on at it, reminding them.

Dyslexia hasn't so much as held her back,
as slowed her down, says Fiona. “l would have
got where | am much earlier on. You can get
past dyslexia, it just takes time”

and following instructions.

Variable sense of timing and
time management.

Problems with organising
materials.

Other short-term memory
problems such as dealing with
sequences.



28 SESAME 226 Summer 2005

CAREERS

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers

1hose who can, teach

The OU Careers Advisory Service
handles more enquiries from OU
students about entering teaching
than any other profession. By
Ellen Cocking

EACHING can be a very fulfilling career
T but before you decide it's the one for you
there is plenty of research you should do
before making your final decision. To help

make your options clearer you may wish to
consider the following:

Where do you live?

There are considerable differences between
training to teach in England, Northern and
Southern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. If you
are unsure of the next step contact your OU
regional centre.

Choosing the right OU courses

What you study is crucial for entering
teaching. You will need to choose courses that
are appropriate for the age range and subject
you wish to teach.

The booklet Becoming a Teacher (available
online at www.open.ac.uk/becoming-a-
teacher or from 0870 333 4340) has been
prepared by the OU to help prospective and
current students who are considering teaching
as a career. It will help you decide which
courses are relevant. Alternatively, talk your
ideas over with an adviser at your OU regional
centre.

Experience

Teaching experience is essential before you
begin training. Prospective teachers ideally
should have worked with children either
in a voluntary capacity or in a school as an
assistant. The OU offers places on the
Student Associate Scheme (http://sa-
scheme.open.ac.uk/, see page 30 for more
information), which provides the opportunity
to experience secondary school teaching in
England.

In Wales there is a similar scheme called
Prepared to Teach. For further details
telephone the QU in Wales on +44 (0)29
20397911.

What age range to teach?

Be prepared with an answer to this question
particularly in interviews for teacher training
courses. Try to spend some time in both a
primary and secondary (or post-16)



OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers

observe  the
differences. One OU student gave this
reason for opting for secondary: “l am
very interested in science, especially
new developments, so | thought that the
11-18 age range would be best, and
more of a personal challenge”

environment to

Finding and applying for jobs in
teaching

When you start looking at jobs, you will
need to get your application noticed.
Research any schools you are applying
to and have a reason for applying to
them. You will need to provide evidence
of how vyou meet the person
specification. One OU student
commented: “Head teachers said that
OU degrees showed great commitment
on the part of the graduate. They were
held in high esteem!

Further research
You can talk to advisers at your OU
regional centre or by telephoning 0870
333 4340. Alternatively, visit:

OU Courses website or prospectus
for details of the OU Flexible PGCE.

Prospects - Higher education careers
site including teaching vacancies.
Information on teaching English as a
second language or as a foreign
language is also available from the
following website www.prospects.
ac.uk/links/educationSB

Teacher Training Agency

www.teach.gov.uk

Department for Education and Skills,
Fast Track into Teaching -
www.fasttrackteaching.gov.uk

Graduate Teacher Training Registry -
www.gttr.ac.uk

Gradireland provides Career
information booklets for Ireland -
www.gradireland.com/careers

General Teaching Council for
Northern Ireland - www.gtcni.org.uk

Department of Education — Teachers
Branch, produces a leaflet Qualified to
Teach in Northern Ireland -
www.deni.gov.uk

Department of Education & Science
(Republic of Ireland) www.education.ie

General Teaching Council for Scotland
- www.gtcs.org.uk

Scottish Executive Teaching in
Scotland produces the booklet Teaching
in Scotland: It's the making of us.
www.teachinginscotland.com

General Teaching Council for Wales -
www.gtcw.org.uk

Further Education National Training

Organisation - www.fento.org

You may be interested in a new OU
foundation degree in Working with
Young People. See page 21 for details.

In the next issue, Careers looks at
psychology.
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CAREERS

CASE STUDY

Catherine Kay - Teacher, Autistic
Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Why did you decide to go into teaching?

| had worked with young children in a variety of
different ways, from work experience at school,
through university and also as a classroom
assistant. | enjoyed the contact with the children
and got a lot of satisfaction from it. | was
interested in special needs from studying
psychology.

How did you choose the age range you teach?

| felt | would be more suited to the enthusiasm of
the little ones. | didn't really fancy the hormones
of teenagers.

What training did you do to qualify?

| did a full-time PGCE. It offered a component on
educational psychology which related to special
needs and offered a springboard to training as an
educational psychologist.

What is your current post?
| work two to three days a week as teacher of
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

What skills do you use?
Lots of organisational skills - the children need
to have very specific instructions otherwise they
lose concentration and become very distressed.

| need to be very precise in how | communicate
with the children - this means | am less able to
inject my personal flair into how | do the job and it
takes longer to develop relationships with the
children.

Progress is often slow, but when you see the
children achieve something it really is worthwhile.

Best and worst parts of the job

Best - to actually see the teaching working.
Achievements are on the level of pre-school
children so seeing them do something like
match up some colours is a big development.
Getting the children to accept change is another
satisfaction.

Worst - it is a very physical job and at times | have
to restrain the children. There is little room for
errors — you have to be on top form all the time.

What advice would you give to someone
considering teaching?

Get some experience and see how schools work. If
you are considering special needs look for the
possibility of an elective on special needs within
your training and make sure that you find out
about the background policies. You may not get
into special needs immediately, so it's a good idea
to do a Diploma or a Masters that helps you to get
more knowledge and shows an interest.
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CAREERS

CASE STUDY

David Marshall - Trainee Secondary
Teacher

Why did you choose secondary level?

| am very interested in Science, especially new
developments, so | thought that the 11-18 age
range would be best, and more of a personal
challenge.

How did you benefit from the OU’s Student
Associate Scheme?

The observational experience was extremely
helpful. | watched several teachers in various
subjects, from widely differing backgrounds:
some had gone straight into teaching, others had
worked in industry and a few had studied to PhD
level. Their reasons for becoming teachers were
similarly diverse as were their methods of
teaching and the resources used. | came away
very impressed with the school and thankful for
the experience.

How, if at all, have your perceptions of teaching
changed since you first began doing your
training?

| know that the success of a teacher in a school
depends to a large extent on the passion for the
job within the whole school staff and the
peer-support available. Whereas | had more
support for teachers than the dismal picture
often presented in tabloids, | must say now that
since my first placement in a school in a
relatively poor area | think that they are heroes.
They do unsung and unpaid social work on an
unmeasured-but-grand scale. Despite these
problems | found that many teachers still love
their job, and find it infinitely more satisfying
than their previous jobs.

What skills are you developing?

| am developing communication, timing,
presence, motivation, assessment, organisation
and the understanding of pupils’ needs to a level
that | didn't think | would need. You have to act in
front of this audience of children and when it's
not working you know all about it, but when it
does you feel terrific.

How did your OU study help you prepare for your
current course?

My studies with the OU (5103 and related Level
1 courses, plus 5207) provided me with the 120
points and the scientific and mathematical
practice required to get on to my current BSc
(Ed) Maths and Science teaching

The above case studies, and more, will be online
on the Careers website.

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers

Iry before
Dlunging N

A FORMER soldier, a flight attendant, an analytical chemist - different jobs,
different faces, all with one goal. Each wants to become a teacher.

The Open University is now recruiting more students for its Student Associate
Scheme, which is a way for students to get a taste of teaching and be paid for it. The
government-sponsored scheme has proved popular for OU students in critical need
teaching areas of Science, Maths, Geography, Design and Technology.

Former Staff Sergeant Adrian
Davison spent 22 years in the
Army as a vehicle mechanic, but
now he has just been hired as a
science teacher in a secondary
school in Dagenham. Adrian said: “The Student Associate Scheme certainly opened
my eyes to classroom life. It was a good introduction to teaching”

“The Student Associate
Scheme is a way to get a taste of
teaching and be paid for it”

Two levels available

Tracy Reeves, a full-time mother of three in Lancashire who recently completed her
BSc (Hons), saw the scheme as “a make it or break it time” for whether she would
actually enjoy teaching.

The Student Associate Scheme is divided into two parts: the first level is
for students who have little or no experience of working in classrooms and includes
a supervised placement in a classroom for 10 days.

The second level allows students who have an aptitude for, and commitment to,
working in classrooms to come in straight to this level, along with those who have
completed level one. Level two is based around a 20-day school placement.

The OU Careers Advisory Service

WE provide:
a comprehensive Careers Advisory Service website www.open.ac.uk/careers
careers publications such as: OU Study and Your Career and the Career
Planning & Job Seeking Resource Pack
individual careers consultations by telephone, email or face-to-face
computer-aided guidance
drop in advice at some regional events - check availability at
http://www3.open.ac.uk/contact/events.aspx

Current students and students who completed their last course within the past
two years are eligible for all these services. Please contact your OU regional centre
for more information.

FirstClass conferences

The OU Careers Advisory Service will be running two FirstClass conferences in
June. The conferences will be moderated by a professional careers adviser who will
be able to answer questions related to the topic areas of Using Your Molecular
Science Degree and Using Your Psychology Degree. Both conferences will run from
1 to 30 June. For further details visit the main Career Advisory conference located
on the FirstClass homepage. During the time that the conferences are open, there
will also be some information and a link from the Careers Advisory Service website
www.open.ac.uk/careers
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Owen on Ben Lawers, Perthshire’s highest mountain

‘Driving HGVs 1s terminally boring’

Name: Owen Merrick.
Birthplace: Braunstone, Leicester.

Where do you live? A village called Alva in
Clackmannanshire about five miles from
Stirling. | have the Ochil hills behind the
house and the Firth of Forth in front.

How do you make your living? | have driven
HGVs for the last 15 years but it's a very
hire-and-fire industry with lots of
short-term contracts; it’s also terminally
boring. I've been looking for something more
relevant to my studies. I've applied for
dozens of jobs with organisations such as
the geological survey, various environmental
agencies, national parks and the like; so far
I've only had one interview which | didn't get.
At the moment I'm getting by with some
temping (driving) work.

What are you studying at the moment?

I'm studying for a BSc in Geosciences, this
year I'm doing S330 Oceanography, and this
will leave only the geological project course
to do.

Tell us about your previous OU study:
Maths or geological-based courses.

What newspapers/magazines do you read?
The Independent and two American
magazines, Sea Kayaker and Backcountry, a
skiing magazine .

Hobbies: Mountaineering, skiing, sea
kayaking, wilderness travel, photography and
occasionally sketching.

Favourite film: Nick Roeg's Walkabout,
Deliverance and The Odd Angry Shot. The
last one is the only war film I've seen that
comes close to capturing what it feels like to
be in combat.

Favourite book: Any of HW.H Tillman’s
travel books, or Visions of the Wild by Maria
Coffey.

How would you spend your ideal evening?
Female company, log fire, good food, red
wine.

What do you miss most from your
childhood? I'm one of seven so | never got
lonely.

What did you do last weekend? | went out in
my kayak on Loch Long. There were seals,
porpoises, herons, buzzards, oystercatchers
and Eider duck - and it wasn't that cold.

How do you picture retirement? Travelling.

Name one way you've changed in the last 10
years: I'm a lot more cynical.

How would you treat yourself with £100?
A budget air ticket to Bilbao.

How would you spend £1million? I'd like to

think I'd use some of it to help the street kids
of Peru and Bolivia.

What's your greatest achievement?
Surviving for so long! I've pulled off some
pretty stupid adventures over the years and
I'm still here to tell the tale.

What has been the best day of your life? I'm
hoping that will be tomorrow.

What would be your first act as President of
Earth? I'd banish all religions.

Describe yourself in three words: Manic,
introverted, dreamer.

What made you study with the OU? Being
taunted, by my now ex-girlfriend, about my
lack of qualifications.

What's the best thing about OU study? You
study on your own.

And the worst? You study on your own.

Complete the following sentence: The OU
would be better if... it were free.

If you would like to be featured in
the interview please email your contact

details and a brief description of the
courses you are studying with the OU
to sesame(@open.ac.uk
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esame and Travelsmith are delighted
to offer two brand-new holidays plus
some old favourites. For further

details contact Travelsmith on +44 (0) 1621
784666 quoting the holiday offer number.

Three nights from £393pp + special offers
MAGICAL islands - an unspoilt sub-tropical
paradise waiting to be discovered.
Travelsmith has teamed up with Villa De
Ferarri, arecently refurbished elegant hotel
just a few minutes from the heart of Hugh
Town on St Mary’s. All sesame readers who
book a three-night stay which includes a
Sunday night will receive a complimentary
boat trip to Tresco with admission to Abbey
Gardens. All readers who book for seven
nights will get the boat trip and only pay for
six nights. Holiday offer C160/0U

Two-day taster breaks by sea taking your
car from just £89pp

ENJOY two days away on either island
travelling from Weymouth on Condor’s

morning crossing and take your car with you.

Your one-night B&B accommodation will be
in a three-sun hotel in Jersey or a two-star
hotel in Guernsey. There will be time to
explore the fabulous beaches and castles
and sample the superb cuisine. Minimum two
adults per booking. Holiday offer C182/0U

Seven nights in 2005 from just £299

YOU will be staying in the delightful village
of Arillas on the north-west coast in
privately-owned apartments. Arillas is
reached through peaceful hillside villages
and olive groves. A gentle curve of sand
offers a safe bathing beach and the
surrounding area some of the most beautiful
scenery in Corfu - a walkers’ paradise. Price
includes a half-day escorted walk and a
full-day boat excursion to one of the
offshore islands. Holiday offer C155/0U

Three-, four- and seven-night breaks in
quality four-staff coastal apartments from
£129 per unit + fourth night free offer
BEACHCOMBERS is open all year round and
is situated only 200 yards from the mile-long

Jersey beaches

sandy beach of Watergate Bay. This quiet
hamlet is four miles from Newquay and ten
miles from Padstow. There are one- and
two-bedroom apartments sleeping up to six
people and most have sea views. Holiday
offer C180/0U

Scan Save Time
Text &
Pictures.
Anywhere!

Slide DocuPen down the
page. It scans diagrams,
pictures & stores 100 A4
pages of text. Anywhere!

Run C-Pen or
Quicklink-Pen line
by line over text in a
book. Transfer the text
directly to a document
for immediate editing.
Or store up to 1500 A4
pages in C-Pen then
later transfer the text to
a PC for editing.

DataMind, Ringwood, Hants BH241EL
Prices incl. VAT. E
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Helen (centre) and Shani (second from left) wearing traditional Mongolian dress, with their hosts from the Mongolian Women Lawyers Association

In Genghis Khan's footsteps

HEN civil servant Helen Jones embarked on her first OU
W course in the early '90s, she could never have imagined in
her wildest dreams where her studies would take her.

Her ambition was simply to gain the degree she’d missed — now she
has a new career as an academic which has recently taken her on a
research trip to Mongolia.

Dr Helen Jones, as she now is, developed
an interest in criminology thanks to her OU
course in that subject, and has gone on to
become principal lecturer in Criminology at
Manchester Metropolitan University.

Now an expert in domestic violence, she was approached by the
Mongolian Women Lawyers Association last year and invited, with
colleague Dr Shani D'Cruze, to visit Mongolia to assess the
implementation of new legislation against domestic violence.

Rapid and stressful social and economic change since the breakup
of the Soviet Union in 1992 has been linked to a rise in domestic
violence in the former Soviet country of Mongolia, she said. “With the
collapse of the USSR their economy went into freefall, there was
massive unemployment and a move by this traditionally nomadic
population, away from the countryside into the capital Ulaanbaataar.

“In situations of economic strife, the brunt tends to be borne by
the women who are trying to keep the family together”

During their visit in February this year Helen and her colleague
forged contacts with key agencies including the Ministry of Justice

“The brunt of economic
strife tends to be borne
by the women”

and visited the country’s only women's refuge. “There were three
main bedrooms with 15 beds crammed into them, and 18 women and
their children sharing their mums’beds. There was no carpet, no
curtains, one toilet and one black-and-white TV, said Helen.

But the future looks brighter in the wake of the new legislation,
says Helen, with plans for more refuges and
anew programme to deal with the
perpetrators of domestic violence.

Helen hopes to return later this year to
work alongside the Ministry of Justice in
developing a programme to train trainers who will work to raise
awareness of domestic violence among professionals such as judges
and the police.

Despite the serious nature of their work ‘we had a most wonderful
time; said Helen. They particularly enjoyed a visit to a traditional
Mongolian ‘ger’ (tent), a type of accommodation which is still much in
use in this vast, sparsely-populated country.

One challenge Helen's studies hadn't prepared her for were
coping with wintertime temperatures averaging minus 259C, she
said. “Even the inside of your nose freezes up. You step off the
plane and into the fresh air, and you can feel the ice forming in
your nostrils”

You can see a weblog of the Mongolian trip, which was funded by
the Committee for Central and Inner Asia Faculty of Oriental
Studies, Cambridge, at www.mongoliandiary.blogspot.com
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sesame crossword competition

Win cash plus a copy of the

HY not wile away a summer solutions drawn out of the haton 17 July  sesame. Winners will be notified by
W evening filling in sesame will receive a copy of the Chambers telephone or email.
summer crossword? Dictionary. In addition, the first one Details of Chambers Dictionaries can
Senders of the first three correct drawn will receive £75 cash courtesy of ~ be found at www.chambers.co.uk

1. When did Greeks celebrate a subject of the Elgin
Marbles? (11)

9. Flag, perhaps, carried by traditional Morris-dancers (5)

. Lead off, hugging former sweetheart in dance (9)

11. A cordial and endearing disposition (9)

12. Holidaymaker, not very quiet, in German city (5)

. Ex-boxer catches Zeus's lover dressing (5)

15. Diamond, for example, to assign to European centre (9)

17. Pricerevised, and revised price still not right - it's really
steep (9)

18. Crook, about fifty, forming combine (5)

19. Discharge a man in weird clothing (5)

. Alternative colour of flower that's normally blue or

white (4-5)

24. Athome, kid composed operetta (3,6)

25. Mites just about visible in air turbulence (5)

26. After a medal, pounds track (11)

—
o

—
w

N
=

Bad smell round River Tyne, say? (5)

Beak holding Remove's first language class (5)
Conductor in comeback repeated after opera (9)

Cut up motorway to country house for this moment of
truth? (11,4)

5. He will free everyone first, causing pandemonium

HWwnN =

(3,4,3,5)
6. Ajolly alien piece of headgear (5)
Send your entry with the completed coupon to: 7. BBC by radio destroyed - a tragedy! (8)
Cullen Crosswords, 19 Cyncoed Place, Cardiff, CF23 65G 8. Help to put out fire, in turn (8)
Closing date 17 July 2005. Only one entry per person. 13. Hook is remembered thus, with one at the start (8)
Name: 14. Having receptive pupils, all agog and alert (4-4)
Address: 16. Supported by runners, they turn up at the front (9)
20. Is mad about girls (5)
Postcode: TelNumber: 22. The inspiration for “Royalty at a Ball"? (5)
Email: 23. Lacking insight, returned to French spa (5)

Spring crossword winner

The first entry out of the hat was Marion Axbridge in Somerset. 26. Tutorial

Palles-Clark from Welwyn Garden City who wins Answers - Across: Answers - Down:

£75 plus a copy of the Chambers Dictionary. 1. Einstein 6. Abseil 9. Wallop 10.Diameter 2.Imaret 3.Salmo 4. Euphorbia 5. Nodular
Two runners-up who also received a copy of the 11. Aerofoil 12.Idolum 13.Robert Graves 6. Acari 7. Stegosaur 8. Ice cubes
Chambers Dictionary were: lan Whittaker from 16. Kilowatt-hour 19. Tarsus 21.Isotonic 13.Rooks pawn 14. Geologist 15. Rigatoni

Weymouth in Dorset and Larraine Willmott from 23. Cocaigne 24.lambus 25. Pinnae 17.Trident 18.Fibula 20.Segue 22.Ormer
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CHESS

Do you play chess? Would you like to,
but don't have the time? Then the OU
Postal Chess Club is for you. Play chess
by post, or by email. We have players
from complete beginners up to very
experienced masters, with competitions
to cater for all grades.

Make that first move NOW, contact
the secretary Tony Hignett, 3, Oakleigh
Drive, Sedgley, DY3 3LH
Email Anthony@Chessb.freeserve.co.uk

Take a
Quantum Leap!

Join Fusion — The OU
Physics Society
Keep in touch via our regular
newsletter and attend events
across the UK. Open to all.
Annual membership just
£6 (or £16 including
Institute of Physics).
01273 505550
membership@oufusion.org.uk
www.oufusion.org.uk

Development &
Environment
Society

Revision Weekend for
U213, U216 and DU310

9th-11th September 2005
Loughborough University

Enquiries to:
Keith Shackleton
40 Oak Road
Brackley
Northants. NN13 6ER
Tel: 01280 703474
Email: keith.shackleton@kingerlee.co.uk

OPEN UNIVERSITY
MOUNTAINEERING
SOCIETY

For all of you that are interested in

FELL WALKING
MOUNTAIN WALKING
CLIMBING etc

It doesn’t matter whether you are
experienced or just a beginner. All
are welcome. For details and
membership form, send sae or
email to:

Mike Player
136 Inchbonnie Road,
South Woodham Ferrers,
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 5ZW
mike.player@btinternet.com

London Region Arts Club

Serving Students of the Open University

REVISION DAY SCHOOL, 2005

Saturday 17th September, 10am to 4pm at Waterloo Centre
Kings College Annex, 150 Stamford Street, SE1

Seminars led by OU tutors for the following courses:

A207 A209 A210 A211 A213 A214 A216 A218 A220 A221 A296
A297 A354 AA302 AA303 AA305 AA306 AA307 AA309 AA310
AA312 AA314 AA316 AA318 AS208
COST: LRAC Members £20, Non-Members £25
(After 1st August: Members £25, Non-Members £30)

Apply to Bob Manser (LRAC-S): 18 Wendover Road,
BROMLEY, BR2 9JX Tel: 020 8464 7854

Please indicate course number, cheque payable to ‘LRAC’ and SAE.
Pre booking is ESSENTIAL

STUDY WEEKENDS 2005
At St Mary's University College, Twickenham

12th August — 14th August: A209 A216 A220 A300 AA309
19th August — 21st August: A210 A216 A221 A354 AA303 AA310 AA316
26th August — 28th August: A207 A211 A218 A297 A300 AA302 AA305 AA314

COST: Standard Accommodation £145, En Suite £175
(+£10 temporary membership for non-members of LRAC)
For: tuition, full board and accommodation from 5pm Friday to 4pm Sunday
Booking closes 30th June. Possibility of some late vacancies — see website

|| We reserve the right to cancel courses if we have insufficient bookings ||

Open University
Shakespeare
Society
For everyone interested in the
works of Shakespeare. Quarterly
journal contains articles, A grade

essays, reviews, interviews and a
countrywide theatre diary.

For details send a SAE to

Brian Foster, 3 Sedgley Close,
Middleton, Manchester M24 2SP
Check our website at
www.hometown.aol.com/groatsworth

>

OU Christian Fellowship

For encouragement and support to
confess and practise the Christian
faith in this “remote” University
or, if you are searching to find God

and Spiritual answers to life, see
what we can offer.

More information from
Joan Waterhouse
5 Westminster Crescent, Clayton
Bradford, W Yorks BD1 6SH

Visit us on our First Class Conference

To advertise in this
section please call
John Eaton on +44
(0) 207878 2317

Visit lrac.co.uk for details and application forms
and details of new courses

Earth Sciences

Self Help Group
The
OU Geological
Society
Provides Field Trips, Lectures,
Tutorials, Newsletters and a
Journal. Holds an annual
Symposium in summer.
Local Branches provide contact
and support across the whole of
the British Isles & Europe.
Annual Subscription £18:00
Details from:Penny Widdison,
OUGS Membership Secretary,
31, Telford Close,High Shincliffe,
Durham, DH1 2YJ.

Tel: 01913 865973
www.OUGS.org

fi‘ OU Travel and
¥ Study Society
1 Alix Mackay, 64 Buckingham Rd,

Brighton BN1 3RQ
Eve Tel: 01273 775077

SEPTEMBER REVISION DATES
02/04 and 16-18 Sept.
and 30 Sept - 02 Oct.
ANY course can be catered for:
and include A207-A216-A209-A297-AA316-
AA318-T305-AT308-AS208-A210-A218-etc-etc-
SUMMER TOURS
AA305 ITALY: 09/16 JULY
AA309 PROVENCE: 24-31 JULY
CRM GLASGOW: 26/29 AUGUST
VENICE: 29 SEPT/03 OCT
BARCELONA: 22/29 OCT
UMBRIAN TOUR: 27 SEPT/05 OCT
ALL OU TUTOR-ACCOMPANIED
Send SAE for full details

ASSOCIATION OF OPEN
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES
Run by Graduates of the
OU for Graduates

We have STUDIED with the OU.
We have GRADUATED with the OU.
Now let us WORK TOGETHER to
ensure the OU MAINTAINS its
highest standards.

Join us to make a real difference.
Contact the AOUG office for a welcome
pack, or visit our website.

RAF Hut, Walton Hall, ]
Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA )
Telephone (01908) 653316 / 655997
Email: AOUG@open.ac.uk
http://www.ougrads.org.uk/
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Could you be one of our
Group Travel Organisers?

If you belong to a club, association or
special interest group and are a pro-
active member of the group with an
interest in travel, why not consider
taking on the role of Group Travel
Organiser? We arrange quality group
travel for groups of 40 or more offering
a range of short break itineraries to
Europe. What'’s in it for you? With a
group of 42 both the Organiser and
their guest travel free and with book-
ings of 80 or more we offer an excel-
lent reward scheme. Contact us for
your Group Organiser Starter Pack.

0871 222 5747 sales@ecttravel.com
www.ecttravel.com

OU Law Society

For all students with an interest
in law. Annual membership
includes quarterly magazine
with academic articles, legal
news, course & career info &
info on OULS events including
court visits & mooting.

To join send CHQ/PO for £8 (UK)
£10 (O'seas) payable to OULS,
c/o K Dunlop, 42C Clouden
Road, Cumbermauld, G67 2EW.

For more information visit
http://oulawsoc.spymac.net
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To advertise in this
section please call
John Eaton on +44
(0) 20 7878 2317

ou
HISTORY SOCIETY
Welcomes membership
from devotees of all history
disciplines:
Free quarterly magazine

Subscription £10 p.a.

For details contact:
Kimberley Morgan
54 Orthwaite
Huntingdon
PE29 6XB
Phone 07880 774762

kimberley.morgan@virgin.net

Stop Animal
Suffering
at the OU

thousands of ==

animals every year for
teaching and research.

Students for Ethical
Science
challenges this practice.

For more details contact V. Pomfrey,
6 Monks Park, Launceston, PL15 9QW.
Tel. 0845 345 3722

Natural Friends

The best nationwide introduction
agency for environmentally-
friendly, socially-conscious,

single non-smokers.

* FREE BROCHURE *
0800 281 933

Or try our on-line service at
www.natural-friends.com

Founded 1985 100% non-smokers

The OU kills £ 2

OuUPS

24th-26th June 2005

running in parallel:

Invited speakers include:

9-11th Sept 2005
*%* Revision Weekend

The Open University

Psychological Society

Psychology of Sexuality Conference

Nottingham University
A full weekend programme offered - three summer schools and a conference

+* Conference on the Psychology of Sexuality
Can anything explain the diverse complexities of human sexual behaviour?

Dr. Erick Janssen (Kinsey Institute)

Glenn Wilson (Institute of Psychiatry)

Dr Bo Mills (The Priory Ticehurst House Hospital)

Dr Richard De Visser (University of Sussex)

Leora Lightwoman (Diamond Light Tantra)
PLUS

<+ D317, SD226 and ED209 Mini-Summer Schools

Don’t miss out on the Summer School experience this year.
Experienced tutors will help to bring the course together for you in these
extremely popular summer school weekends.
Nottingham University
ED209, DSE212, D317, DD303
An invaluable weekend'’s revision programme. Excellent opportunity to
increase chances of improving your final grade!
Cost: £190 members & £205 non-members.
For more details/to book contact
Irene Baumgartl, PO Box 404, Bromley, BR1 2WW;
email - Irene@baumgartl.fslife.co.uk ; tel: 0208 315 0049
or see www.oups.org.uk
Charity Registration 282744

nomorefrogs.co.uk

FREE registration for all ages.
Safe, fun — a genuine crowd.
Internet dating — with integrity

3
£3)

-

Meet REAL people

nomorefrogs!

The Best Singles Magazine
for New Friends, Loving
Partners or Pen Pals.

UK or Overseas
10 Years Success

SEND FOR FREE DETAILS
+ BARGAIN OFFER TO:-

PERSON TO PERSON
(Dept.OS), PO Box 40

Computer Software

Students and others to whom the
University distributes computer
software as part of their course
materials are reminded that the
University only confers upon the original
recipient of the computer software a
NON-TRANSFERABLE licence to use it in
conjunction with the University's
materials. The licence specifically states
that the original recipient of the
computer software MUST NOT in any
way transfer the computer software
package(s) or the use thereof to any
other person or body by means of sale,
loan, sub-licence, lease or any other
method. Any unauthorised use, copying,
distribution or adaptation of computer
software package(s) issued by the
University is an infringement of
intellectual property rights and is illegal.

Care should be taken when
replying to small ads. Readers
should be aware that no vetting
or screening is carried out on the
persons who place these ads.

Personal

EXAMS seldom improve your
grades so avoid courses with

exams! M J Ridler.

FREE UK DATING SITE.COM |
studied an OU database
course, as a result of a course
project, decided to go on line
feedbacks:
BillKut@fsMail.net

free for

www.freeUKdatingSite.com

For full details of display
advertising please call
David Lancaster on +44

(0) 20 7878 2316

Minehead, TA24 5YS

\_ 01643709509  /
Holidays

Furope

AARMADA YACHT CHARTERS,
suitable for beginners and
experienced, Mediterranean
and Scotland, all OU students
and staff welcome. Special
offers  available.  www.
charters.org.uk Tel: 01397 700
008. Email: jsrose(@uku.co.uk
ALGARVE, near Tavira and
Spain. New 2-bed apartment 2
minutes from sea. From £120
per week. Fly Faro, Seville or
Lisbon. Tel: 020 8572 6790.
Email: cabanas@hisnet.
u-net.com or www.hisnet.
u-net.com/cabanas
ANDALUCIA: COSTA de la LUZ:
Our flat in traditional dwelling
in white hill-top town is near
beaches and Sierra de
Grazalema. Sleeps up to 6;

£150 to £200 per week. Tel:

01988 403266. Email:
ae62(@tutor.open.ac.uk
ANDALUCIA, rural Vvillage

house for rent. Sleeps 4-6,
panoramic views, secluded
garden, plunge pool, 15
minutes to coast / golf, 35
minutes Malaga airport. From
£350 per week. Tel: 01993 880
636.

ANDALUCIA. Unusual cave-
house sleeps 4-9, comfortable
and well equipped. Beautiful
village. Tel: 01359 252 084.
www.cuevamelissa.co.uk

ARE: Sweden’s  premier
mountain resort. Lake,
stunning scenery. Luxury

apartment from £300 per
week. Call owner any time on
01536 416448.

BARCELONA CULTURE plus
beach holiday. Three-bed flat
near beach with easy access to
city centre. See
HTTP://barcelonabeach.mysit
e.wanadoo-members.co.uk or
tel: Kath 01803 868219.
BURGUNDY: luxurious five-
bedroom farmhouse, open fire,
four-poster bed, £500 week.
Pretty two bedroom cottage
£300 week. Water sports,
French lessons available. Tel:
0033 386 516 887. Email:
jacquie3000@hotmail.com
CHARMING HOUSE,
PYRENEES, £100 a week.
Located in the charming village
of Salies de Bearn, Pau /
Biarritz only 40 minutes’ away.
Contact: Christine Marshall.
Tel: 01865 553 138.
frenchayl 06(@btinternet.com
CYPRUS, LIMASSOL, private
bungalow. Larnaca, new flat.
Both 2 bed, fully equipped.
Near beach / town. From £200
per week. Tel: 020 8505 6855.

Email: dmc28peel@tiscali.
co.uk

DORDOGNE - Idyllic views,
pool, sympathetically

renovated farmhouse and barn
sleeping 6/6. Dishwasher,
washing machines. Log stove.
Easter till October. Tel:

01474 704334. www.bev
frenchfarmhouse.co.uk
FRANCE. HOUSE RENTALS -
painting holidays B&B. 15th
Century house in beautiful
medieval village. South Loire.
Heated pool. Four double
bedrooms all en-suite. Sleeps
8/10. RENTALS: July
availability. PAINTING
HOLIDAYS: May June and
September. B&B all year. Tel:
00 335 49 48 86 80. Email:
jnlanders@hotmail.com
Website: www.saintecroix.com
ITALY: Two self-catering flats




for 2+ amid woods, vineyards
and orchards close to nature
reserves in Apennine foothills,
near historic Bologna and
Modena. One wheelchair-
accessible and one on organic
farm. From £225 per week. Tel:
01434 381563.

MONT BLANC, FRANCE. Small
apartment in Alpine village.
Sleeps two. £150-£200 per
week. Tel: 0033 450 589726.
Email: S.Thorburn@
wanadoo.fr

PROVENCE: Historic artistic
Cotignac, fully furnished
traditional house, sleeps 4, en-
suite. Five minutes from
village square, 75 minutes
Nice, Marseilles and Aix. From
£175 per week. Tel: 01788
569626.

SHORT BREAKS to Europe for
groups — Could you be a Group
Travel Organiser? Look under
Societies & Clubs for more
information. www.ecttravel
.com

SOUTH WEST FRANCE. House
to rent in medieval village,
sleeps 5, situated between
Carcassone and Toulouse.
Ideally situated for walking,
biking and painting. Tel: 0033
468 695 020.

SPAIN: South of Granada. Near
Alpujarras. Flat in village
house or bed and breakfast.
Tel: 020 8801 4689. Email:
vjj2@tutor.open.ac.uk

THE REAL SPAIN: Beautiful
Andalucian mountain cottage
in mountain village, 10km from
coast, £130 per week or £200
for two couples. Details from:
kate.danziger@care4free.net
Telephone: 020 7733 5006.
TURKEY-DALAMAN/DALYAN:
luxurious  house, private
gardens and pool, beautiful
views. Sleeps 6, from £300 per
week. Tel: 01480 869021.

Website: www.holidayvilla

turkey.co.uk
TURKEY - KUSADASI. New 3-

bed villa for rent. Stunning sea
views with shared pool. Ideal
location, peaceful and relaxing
but within walking distance of
local beach, shops and
restaurants. Prices from £200
per week. E-mail:
Joanne.bottl(@tesco.net
TUTOR’S VILLAGE HOUSE
near Aubigny-sur-Nére, centre
of France, £180 per week;
chateau, wineregion. Two and a
half hours from Paris. Sleeps
4-6. Telephone: +33 248 588
260. E-mail:  wnwindy@
aol.com or write: Windy, 16
Grande Rue, 18380 Ivoy-le-
Pré, France.

UNSPOILT LA GOMERA, one-

bed seaside apartment. pool,
private terraces, near beach.
Tel: 020 8677 6212. Email:
valleyl@onetel.com

VENICE. Central  luxury
apartments, air-conditioned,
terrace / garden available,
reasonably priced. Call owner
any time on 01536 416448.

UK & Ireland

LOCH TAY - Scottish
Highlands: Located on the
shores of Loch Tay with
spectacular views; Ardeonaig
Lodge sleeps 8 people from
£500 per week rent. 10%
discount to OU visitors.
http://www.ardeonaiglodge.co
.uk www.ardeonaiglodge.co.uk
or tel: 07977 485 866.

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS:
Luxuriously converted railway
station, 4-poster bed, Jacuzzi,
electric and heating included,
sleeps 2/4 self catering, pets
welcome. Abundant wildlife
and spectacular scenery. From
£240 per week.Tel: 01808 511
287. www.coolrunning.f9.co.uk
WEST WALES: Two excellently
equipped 4-star cottages
sleeping 2 (plus 1) and 6 (plus
1) with own gardens in
Cwmhiraeth  (‘Valley  of
Longing) in beautiful relaxing,
kite country. Twenty minutes
from Cardigan Bay and
Pembrokeshire coast. Open all
year. Woodturning tuition
available on site. Tel: 01559

371 997. www.clynglas
cottages.co.uk

Americas

ORLANDO: 3-bed, 2-bath villa,
private heated pool, double
Jacuzzi bath. Close to Disney
and all major attractions. From
£375 per week. Tel: 01245
225638 or mdmarval@
aol.com

For Sale

AA306 FILMS of Shakespeare
plays and some course
materials. For details contact
birch@mail.telepac.pt

AA312 TOTAL WAR complete
course books videos and
tapes. Excellent condition. Set
book not included. £50+p&p.
Tel: 01474 361676.

A LARGE SELECTION of OU
second-hand course material /
set books are available at:
www.universitybooksearch.co.
uk

DD100, SK220, SD226 and
U205. Course material, CD-
Roms, videos and tapes. All in
excellent condition, £150
each. Mobile: 07764 744381.
Email: jsw200@hotmail.com
DD100, U206: Complete
course  books, excellent
condition. £55 each including
p&p. D214; Complete set of
books and tapes, excellent
condition, £65 including p&p.
Tel: 07765 414304.

DD303, D309, £100 EACH:
ED209 £55 excluding p&p. All
still boxed, unmarked. Email:
eureka@tinyonline.co.uk

DSE 212: Complete course
materials including videos,
tapes, CDs and books in very
good  condition.  Please
telephone: 01206 826313.
FULL COURSE MATERIALS:
K100, D311, £100 each.
DD121, £50. Books and tapes:
SK220, K263, K204, K301,
£40 each plus p&p. Tel: 01202
483104.

K100: Full course material
including tapes. Very good
condition, £175 + p&p. Tel:
Wendy Rea, 0049 251 628
5275. Email: wendyrea3@
yahoo.com Mobile: 0049 174
132 9644.

K100, K203 complete course
material books, tapes and
videos in good condition, £300
+ p&p, will split. Tel: 01438
223849.

K100, K202, K237, K260. All
course books videos and tapes
leading to diploma in social
care. Sold complete or
individually. £500 complete,
from £150 individually +
postage. Tel: 01688 500224.
K257 2004. Complete course
material in mint condition. £95
+p&p. Tel: 07958 030778.
L120 FRENCH COURSE, £50.
Tel: 07765 776041.

To advertise in this
section please call
John Eaton on
+44 (0) 20 7878 2317
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L194; Portales Beginners
French. Course materials,
books and CDs. Pristine
condition; L310  French
Advanced Course. Course
books, CDs and videos. Tel:
01242 678536.

M833 BOOK USED, M835
book hardback 2nd edition
unused. Course material. Will
split. Offers. Tel: 01633
766928. Email: zetagamma@
hotmail.com

ST240 AND S268, complete
course material, £45 + p&p
each. Telephone: 01955
631446 or email: mona.
larsen@thurso.uhi.ac.uk
TOWNHOUSE, ORGIVA, SPAIN.
Spacious, open-plan, 3 bed,
plus separate apartment.
Renovated sympathetically to
high standard using natural
materials. Fabulous views
from roof terraces. All modern
conveniences. 30 minutes
away from Costa beaches; ski
slopes of SierraNevada 1.5 hrs
away. Contact: 0034 958 785
619 or email: mollymerll@
hotmail.com

W201, W301: All relevant
materials, £55 each + p&p. Tel:
01527 526274.

Goods & Services

FREELANCE PROOF READER.
Will proof-read any item.
Reasonable  rates. Ring
Chrissy, tel: 07932 807 250.

DSE212 / ED209

Success in the exam!
Revision packs prepared by
experienced OU tutors (themes,
essay titles & plans, etc).
For details / samples email:
erika191@yahoo.com

DSE212 pack (incl. summary
cards): £10 ED209 Books 1, 2,
3: £5 each Book 4: £3/strand
All prices include p&p

Erika Cox, Queensforth, Whissonsett,
Dereham, Norfolk NR20 5ST

wordsmiths.org.uk

The Online Academic

Proofreading Service
Written assignments checked by English
language experts for syntax, grammar,
vocabulary, punctuation and spelling.
Check out our website

Enquiries email:
Support@wordsmiths.org.uk
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DON'T LIKE TYPING? Let me

CSTIUDhr :[UdDI:: I:"" OXfOI'd University do it for you from written copy
ool white Student Reading- :
wtand for OU course-books. COHtlDUlIlg Educatlon or transcribed from standard

cassette tape. Telephone

£14.70 including p&p, slope Claire on 01303 266557,

adjusters and page-clips.

Strong, lightweight, twin- Advanced Diploma in DYSLEXIA! If you have
sided, foldaway, recyclable - - dyslexia and are based in
polypropylene. Local HIStOI'y via the London or an area within two
Please send cheque to Internet starts Sept 2005 hours of travel from London

Study Buddy, PO Box 255,
Farnborough, GU14 8XZ.

and study law, social sciences,
business, management, social

Information/other models: C = = .

N omputing Diploma care related courses and if you

www.wordpower.u-net.com ' P g P have not yet arranged for this

studied on the Internet free  service one-to-one

. Starts January 2006 support to overcome

Business detail . b difficulties in your

oy For details see the websites: examinations and study then

Opportunltles www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ad/pp12 call dyslexia supporter on
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ad/pp13 07931 663568.

Tel: 01865 280973 LEARN SPANISH in Spain by

Own a PC?

Why not put it to work?

living  with  your tutor.
www.learnspanishinspain.co.u
k Tel: 01403 230087.

Up to £1,000 - £2,500 pm
around existing schedule

ITALY REVISITED

www.fabcash.co.uk T e
Looking for something exclusive?
Earn while you study with Usborne Books at Home 1
Start your own business for only £38, selling our fantasric Edd] ngton HOOk
children’s books. We organise theme tours and run a variety of residential schools
Totally flexible and very rewarding. 0115 844 7039 for info pack. Supplying Open University students for over 30 years
in the Veneto region of Italy.
Our experienced English and Italian team, based near Venice,
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE with includes OU tutors and students.
electrical skills to develop idea
for improv[ng car—dr[ving www.italy-revisited.com - info@italy-revisited.com

tel. +39 049-933.62.75

safety. If interested email
jackmleach@aol.com

i - _MA in ) Prepare for your exams
Wa nted |E-1HE- | Cornish Studies SUMMER

e Distance learning REVISION COURSES
FOR QUICK RESULTS and an ¢ Part-time, flexible AA305 & AA207
efficient service advertise e Internet and telephone
your OU course material at: tutorials/suppor‘tp AA3.05: 15-19 Aug 2005
www.universitybooksearch.co. L A207: 29 Aug - 2 Sep 2005
uk Tel: 01395 442174 * Inter-disciplinary Tutor: Dr Leslie Hoose
WHOLE VERSION lab manual (history, social sciences, Ring: 01380 840495
or anything pertaining to this cultural studies) Email
ccoounrjseWE?;ll:er?]l;iitlriz;@?)ﬁl;gz Details (quoting ref: ICSOU17) urchfontmanor@uwiltshire.gov.uk
Crovi from: m.c.baker@exeter.ac.uk Urchfont Manor, Near Devizes,
provide telephane number so Tel: 01326 371801 Wiltshire, SN10 4RG
that | can contact you direct.

To advertise in

this section please Study by
call John Eaton on Distance Learning
+44(0) 20

Our Department of Lifelong Learning is a leader in

7878 23 1 7 part-time, open enrolment, distance learning courses.

Courses are available in the following subjects:

spuapn;s Ayisianiun uadg Jog paubisap a3Isqgam e

}N*02"§00Y-Uo}buIpPI' MMM

* Archaeology * Environmental Studies
M a r ket P la C e * Computing * Humanities
¢ Egyptology * Theology

532140 Jealb Je $Y00q JaY30 pue 335 JOJ 3}iS SIY} YJewy00g

— - - Undergraduate Certificate, Diploma and Degree awards are available.
Hllilivinglanguagesinternational

Combine a holiday with the pleasure of
living and learning a language and making
new friends in great places abroad.

Study material provided via the Internet or by Post.

UNIVERSITY OF

We offer language courses in exciting cities all Department of Lifelong Learning
over the world. Gap year programmes, language E E I ER Tel: 01392 262828
and work experience in France also available. Email: dli@exeter.ac.uk EddlngtonHo 0 k
Tel: 01803 299 691 "ww, al/
email:info@livinglanguages.com KRR E L Freephone 0800 0182 799

www.livinglanguages.com
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A207 A210 AA305 AA316

WANT TO GROW YOUR HAIR?

Wild Growth hair oil, excellent Considering a

results. Goods via post. Tel: . .
020 8958 3709. Mobile: larger advert for Culford Revision Weekends
07886807343 ik a future issue? near Bury St Edmunds
. .CO. . 19-21 A t 2005
Software at academic For full details of Experl‘em;[gb(l)sU Tutors
discounts. Entef code: dlsplay Established since 1991
SESAME for 5% discount at . . Engquiries to: Ross Winston, 61 Mount Pleasant
checkout. advertlsmg Norwich NR2 2DQ
please call David Tel: 01603 458326
600 Quiz Cards for £20 rew8@tutor.open.ac.uk
DSE212, ED209, Lancaster on +44
or D317 (0) 20 7878 2316

2 nights in Oxford en-suite, meals included £195

A1 03 revise in August with OU tutors

For further information:

Oxford Study Weekends
‘Lorien’, Winter Lane,

West Hanney, Wantage
Oxfordshire, OX12 OLF.
rcp6@tutor.open.ac.uk

Designed to help you rehearse the names,
theories and jargon of your course, each of
the 600 Quiz Cards is 2” x 3'.” and contains

both question and answer. (Send SAE for
samples if you would like to see them first).

Ideal for study groups or individual revision

£20 per set or £21.50 for EU orders (incl P& P)
MasterCard/Visa/Switch/Amex
HELEN WEST QUIZ CARDS
Dillions, Portland Road, Burgess Hill,
RH15 8EG — Tel: 01444 233539
visit www.helenwestquizcards.co.uk

STUDY PHILOSOPHY IN FRANCE!
A one-week intensive course in the
philosophy of the human condition - of
special interest to A211 students. Our third
year. Exam revision included.

Dr John Gingell (philosophy)
and Dr Bob Priest (art), plus
literature and music
specialists, guest art and
and guided art and
architectire visits to the City

of Oxford
Tel: 07778 253757
‘Terra, Legno e Fuoco’ International
Ceramic School near Rome. e
A cultural exchange in a homely atmosphere in Where? A tranquil village on the banks
the countryside, where you can practise your of the River Loire.
Italian with local students while potting by the g:en'-:gs?/‘{da)’ 13‘21:)(‘;;
side of a stream.Weekly or fortnightly courses Tiday 19th August, H H H
throughout the summei oy For further information, write to: Dr Nick Ital 1an ReSIdentlal H H‘ F MS221 ’ M2035
For details call: Giulia Tasso McAdoo, 30, Copley Park, London SW16 3DD. School - MST209, MT262
Tel: 020 8764 8356

Tel: 0039-0774-448827
e-mail: tassoclay@virgilio.it
www.clayschool.it

Would you like to attend an Italian
Residential school for 10 days in the
countryside near to Rome to learn or

improve your ltalian?

Email: imm.fr@btinternet.com

! ! Exam Solution Booklets containing
‘Web: www.immersionfrance.co.uk

fully worked solutions to past real
and/or mock examination papers:
carefully tailored to meet students’ Each course booklet £10.00 plus

requirements. The courses will include £2.00 p&p (plus £2.00 overseas
airport transfers, accommodation, three
meals a day, 4 to 6 hours tuition per day, pOStage)'
Italian cooking lessons and guided
excursions to Rome and surrounding areas.

Courses (for small groups) are very

SpaNish TNYeNSILIES

Please send cheque, payable to
BLACK BADGE PRESS to:

If you are interested please contact the
teacher Francesca Valentini on tel/fax: 00

Spanish Summer Courses for

39 069 625752 for more information or
send an email to:
francesca.valentini@btinternet.com

Black Badge Press, PO Box 204,
Hatfield, Herts AL10 82X
Tel: 020 8457 2605

L(ZX)194, L(ZX)140, L314

1 One-week inbensive residontial
courses in Alicante, Spain. Practise
and revise in small Qrodu ps 1]
friendly anvirenment. Exclusively
available to OU students.

Price includes accommedation in
single rooms in modern universioy
hal, meals, excursions, 27 hours’
tuition, optional sessions, course
materials, access bo swimming pool.

For further infarmation visit:

wiww.spanishintensives.com

__,____qﬁﬂt.a [culators-Online

Iui % B B

h- LR 1T Rl LY.

ARG T Sl

SROETEITENR T W | Prease visit our website for details |

www.calculators-online.co.uk
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Intensive study weekends led by

% current and former Open University tutors, S
at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford

APPROACHING LITERATURE - A210
Autumn Revision weekend 17-18 September 2005

FROM ENLIGHTENMENT TO ROMANTICISM - A207
Autumn Revision weekend 3-4 September 2005

Details, including enrolment form, from: Anita Newton
Pilgrim Cottage, Jordons, Nr. Beaconsfield, Bucks. HP9 2SW

HARRIS MANCHESTER COLLEGE
University of Oxford

Harris Manchester College is dedicated to offering Oxford degrees to mature
students. If you are aged 21 or over and are considering returning to full-time
education, why not see what we have to offer?

The College accepts students for a wide range of arts subjects and some science

subjects.

For a copy of the prospectus write to Harris Manchester College, Mansfield
Road, Oxford OX1 3TD, or e-mail college.office@hmc.ox.ac.uk, telephone 01865
271006 or see our web site at www.hme.ox.ac.uk

Telephone: 01494 873114 (Please enclose SAE) /

\_

:i §| UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SCHOOL OF ADVANCED STUDY

I'\l\.‘\___.-" INSTITUTE OF ENGLISH STUDIES

MA in the HISTORY OF THE BOOK (Ref: HOBSES0305)
For those of you who enjoyed ‘Books and their Readers’ in AA316, and for anyone else fascinated by
books, this is an unparalleled interdisciplinary opportunity to study the book’s influence on cultural and
intellectual change, emphasising creation, publication, manufacture, distribution, reception, and survival.
Teachers are recognised experts from the University, the Centre for Manuscript and Print Studies (at the
IES), the British Library, V&A, and Lambeth Palace, where much of the teaching takes place.

MA in NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LITERATURES IN ENGLISH (NILE)
(Ref: NILESES0305)

This MA applies an historical, interdisciplinary and cross-cultural methodology while engaging fully with

on-going debates about post-colonial and theoretical issues. Options draw upon and benefit from the

individual specialisms of teachers across the university. Unrivalled library provision includes the British

Library, the University of London Library, and other London research collections.

MPhil/PhD Study (Ref: MPLRB0305)

Contact: IES, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU;
fax: 020 7862 8720; email: ies@sas.ac.uk; web: www.sas.ac.uk/ies

Specialists in
Refurbished and

New Laptops, PC’s
Computer Peripherals,
Parts, Upgrades

& Repairs

plup an

Refurbished Laptops from £250 inc. VAT
New Laptops from £500 inc. VAT
Servicing, Repairs, Batteries, Ink Cartridges, Bags,
Insurances, Warranties and lots more.

ty

~~
o

tverst

The Open Un

Students: want
£400 to try out
a new career?

The Open University Student Associates Scheme allows students in
higher education the opportunity to experience secondary school
teaching in England, whilst getting paid for it.

Are you:
» Afull or part-time student in higher education?

 Interested in teaching maths, science, music, geography, modern
foreign languages or design and technology in secondary schools?

* Not sure what to do with your degree when you graduate?

You could benefit from a 10 or 20 day work experience in a secondary
school in England whilst getting £40 a day, tax-free.

For more information and to download an application form go to our
website at http://sa-scheme.open.ac.uk or call 01908 858685

If you've already decided a teaching career is for you, we offer a
Secondary PGCE in shortage subjects.

Call 08709009 582 or visit
www.openuniversity.co.uk/flexiblepgce

Everything you need for mobile computing!
Tel: 01233 64 64 46

www.thelaptopman.co.uk
312 Hythe Road Willesborough Ashford Kent TN24 0QH

sales@thelaptopman.co.uk
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH - A NEW APPROACH

- CLARITY, NOT OBFUSCATION
- CONCISENESS, NOT VERBOSITY
- LOGIC AND EVIDENCE, NOT PRE-SET CONCLUSIONS

Published June 2004

THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST GENETICALLY-MODIFIED CROPS
Apart from nuclear energy, the main area in which pressure
groups do harm is their opposition to GM crops

Published April 2005

CHARITIES: ANALYSIS AND REFORM
Much more fundamental questions need to be asked about charities and
NGOs than are dealt with in the Charities Bill now before Parliament

For publication July 2005

AID CHARITIES AND THE THIRD WORLD
Aid charities do valuable work on the ground, but most of their

political campaigns are misguided - “fair trade”, “sweated labour” debt
relief, Third World import policies and land reform

For publication September 2005
THE POVERTY LOBBY

“Relative” and “absolute” poverty, and other confusions

For publication December 2005

SAVING THE SOUTH-EAST
Top domestic priority for environmentalists in Britain should be to
prevent further building encroachment in Kent, Sussex, Surrey and
Hampshire.
All reports are about 60 pages and cost £25 (£15 to libraries and
O.U. students). Payment with order please.

FARSIGHT PRESS

5 LYNETTE AVENUE, LONDON SW4 9HE
020 8675 1693

SPECIAL INTEREST BREAKS FOR
L120, 192, 1211, L310 FRENCH LANGUAGE STUDENTS

Practise and improve your spoken and written French in a totally French
environment! This is our tenth year and many students return.

6-Day Intensive
French Courses in a
picturesque Loire
village

** Special Exam
Revision Weeks **

Small group

lessons with
experienced University
Lecturers in French

INDIVIDUAL ACCOMMODATION WITH FRENCH FAMILIES
IMMERSION FRANCE
Send for our brochure: 30, Copley Park, London SW16 3DD
Tel: 020 8764 8356 email: imm.fr@btinternet.com
website: www.immersionfrance.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENTS

Publication of any advertisement or loose insert in
Sesame should not be taken to imply University approval
or recognition of the goods or services offered. In partic-

ular courses advertised by other institutions relating to
Open University courses are not in any sense part of
those courses: nor, in the University’s opinion, is atten-
dance at any privately arranged course necessary for the
successful completion of Open University studies.

www.open.ac.uk/oulifescreensaver

OU Life

Stay In
touch




@ New Internationalist Magazine www.newint.org

What would happen if Britain
closed its door on migrant workers?

FACT: 43% of nurses and 31% of doctors entering
the NHS were trained outside the UK — Department
of Health. Hospitals would close without them.

FACT: The British Hospitality Association has warned
that it will have SERIOUS PROBLEMS IF IT’S
UNABLE TO EMPLOY WORKERS FROM
ABROAD.

FACT: Migrants CONTRIBUTE £2.5 BILLION
more in taxes and National Insurance than they
consume in benefits and public services — Home Office.

FACT: The construction industry has warned of a

350,000 shortfall in workers. Migrant
F RE E workers are needed to keep pace
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