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News
For the attention of:

Wednesday, November 28 [PR5436]
Classics brought to life: new series of The Essay launches
Tx: BBC Radio 3; Monday – Thursday 11pm, starting on Monday, 10 December
Distinguished actor Tim Piggott-Smith will be bringing the poet Homer to life in an ambitious new series of BBC Radio 3’s The Essay, co-produced by The Open University and the BBC.  The Essay: Greek and Latin Voices explores classical works outlining the significance of the works in their own times, providing personal anecdotes from leading contemporary poets, authors and philosophers and showing their connections to modern writing.  The series broadcasts at 11pm for 15 minutes on Mondays to Thursdays, beginning on Monday, 10 December. 
The series will feature a range of contributors - including poets, scholars, writers and broadcasters - giving their own personal perspectives on Greek and Latin texts and making them relevant to today by exploring enduring themes such as war, love, death and heroism.  Each week, in four lively and accessible programmes, a different writer will be explored through comparisons to contemporary life, examinations of core themes and colourful personal anecdotes.  Readings in translation will be given as well as tasters of original Greek and Latin.

Homer is the focus for the first week and ahead of the first programme, a special edition of The Verb (TX BBC Radio 3, Friday 7 December, 9.45pm) will see crime writer Colin Dexter, the creator of Inspector Morse, talk about his lifelong love of Homer and recount a personal tale about a passage from The Iliad, which he read at a funeral.

The Essay: Greek and Latin Voices then follows with Professor Chris Pelling (Oxford University) discussing why the heroes in Homer’s world are both human and superhuman.  The real Homer, his status and the rich language used in his works are then explored on Tuesday and Wednesday with readings from Tim Piggott-Smith.  The last programme of the first week, on Thursday 13 December, features Irish poet Michael Longley, who provides a personal account of how Homer has inspired him.

Dr James Robson, The Open University’s academic advisor to the programme, said: “What is so exciting for me is the way that the personal perspectives of the contributors bring new meaning and new life to the ancient authors under discussion.  Voices from the worlds of contemporary politics, poetry and broadcasting remind us how authors as diverse as Homer and Horace continue to shape the world we live in – often in unexpected ways.  Voices from the world of academia, on the other hand, remind us how scholars and their students – from the OU to Oxford –continue to engage with the ancient world in vibrant and innovative ways.”
The second week of the series turns to Latin material, with Professor Maria Wyke (University College London) introducing a week of Horace.  This poet’s influence on Western culture has been major and on Wednesday 19 December’s programme broadcaster Martha Kearney (BBC Radio 4, The World at One) recounts her school and university encounters with Horace.  

The series continues through to July 2008 with programmes broadcast in two week blocks.
Notes to Editors

Greek and Latin Voices is a co-production by The Open University and the BBC. It will be broadcast as part of The Essay on Radio 3 at 11pm from Monday to Thursday, starting on Monday 10 December.
The Open University and the BBC have been in partnership for over 30 years providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.

The producer for the BBC on the Greek programmes is Beaty Rubens and for the BBC on the Latin programmes is Tim Dee.  The Executive Producer for The Open University is Catherine McCarthy.
For Images and Preview CDs contact Kath Hardwick.
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Related Open University Courses:-
Access Course



 3Making Sense of the Arts   (Y160)
This course introduces some of the key ideas and ways of thinking involved in studying the arts and humanities.

Level 1 Courses

An Introduction to the Humanities   8
 (A103)
You will get from this course a lively and varied grounding in the eight disciplines in the Arts Faculty: art history, literature, music, philosophy, classical studies, history, religious studies, and history of science.

Level 2 Courses
Exploring the Classical World (A219)
This course will offers a broad introduction to the study of classical Greece and Rome. Topics covered include: the world of Homer; the political uses of theatre; art and rhetoric in Athens; the origins of Rome and the history of the Republican period; Latin poetry; and Roman social history.  Whether you have had a long-standing interest in the classical world or are new to it, this course will give you both a fresh perspective and a firm foundation for further exploration.
Reading Classical Greek (A296)

This course teaches the basic vocabulary and grammar that will enable you to begin to read Greek authors of the fifth and fourth centuries BCE (such as the philosopher Plato, Thucydides, Sophocles and Euripides).  The main emphasis is on translation of passages from Greek into English, based, as far as possible, on stories by Greek authors: no previous knowledge of Greek is required.
Reading Classical Latin (A297)

This course offers an introduction to the grammar and vocabulary of Latin, providing a basis from which you can start reading texts on your own.  The emphasis is the translation of passages into English via a series of lively texts adapted from Roman comedy and oratory.  No previous knowledge of Latin is required.

Level 3 Courses
Culture, Identity and Power in the Roman Empire (AA309)
What did it mean to be ‘Roman’ in the Roman Empire? Is it possible to speak of a single ‘Roman’ culture imposed or maintained through imperial power? In this course you study a wide range of sources and consider how culture, identity and power were shaped in particular contexts by social factors such as religion, gender, the economy and status across the Roman Empire.

The OU also offers post-beginner’s courses in classical languages: Continuing Classical Greek (A396) and Continuing Classical Latin (A397)
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