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For the attention of: Education/Feature writers
Monday April 2 2007 [PR5293]

Term begins for Indian School – an Open University and BBC co-production
[image: image1.jpg]



BBC Four, May 2007
Indian School – a new, peak-time, ten-part Open University and BBC Four series – will offer a fresh perspective in one of the world’s powerhouse economies of the 21st century, through a focus on everyday school life. 

The series is filmed by Lion Television Scotland, the makers of the award-winning African School, also an Open University/BBC co-production. 

The series will also form a prelude to the BBC’s forthcoming season to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the independence of the Indian subcontinent. 
Indian School aims to give a fresh perspective on life in India while highlighting some of the challenges faced by children, teachers and their families. The series is narrated by Nikki Bedi, presenter of Desi DNA on BBC Two and host of the drive-time show on the BBC Asian Network.
The programmes will question what it is like to grow up in a country with the largest child labour force in the world, an ancient caste system and a bigger film industry than Hollywood. A place where the population grows by the size of London every year, new technologies emerge alongside the traditional industries and way of life.

Dr Giles Mohan, senior lecturer in Development Studies with The Open University, who advised on the series, said: “The series, based in two schools in the rapidly growing city of Pune, near Bombay (Mumbai), shows us modern India through the eyes of its teachers and students.  We get behind the stereotypes of colourful spectacles and grinding poverty to see a fast-changing and contradictory society.  One head-teacher talks about a 'bubble society' where the growing wealth of people in the information technology industry sits side by side with mass migration of poor workers to this burgeoning but polluted city. 
“The students are aware of the opportunities that await them, but know this can only come through unbelievably hard work, which places huge pressures on their young shoulders.  So, we see modern India in a new way.  It's a picture of massive transformation, but one that builds on older traditions and one that looks set to change the world we all live in.”
Taking a whole year to film, Indian School captures the events of daily life for students and teachers at two ordinary Indian schools across the school year. The highs and lows, dreams and disappointments of the characters will resonate - making the First XI at cricket, auditioning for the school play, coping with the uncertain excitement of first romance or the huge pressure of critical exams. The similarities with the British education system only serve to accentuate the huge differences that also exist. 

Dr Mohan continues: “The Open University is committed to delivering high quality and informative programmes as part of its remit.  In a globalising world, it is vital to build shared understandings of distant and different places and people.  From the perspective of development studies, it is important to open up understandings of economic, political and social processes occurring in other parts of the world, but which are affected by us and which also affect us. An example is the growing economic power of India, whose call centres we use.  We interact daily with people we never meet and both our and their well-being depends upon these interactions.  

 “This is why we felt Indian School was worth making. Most people in the UK have a partial sense of what India is about.  They may know it's changing, but changing from what to what?  
Editor’s Notes

Indian School is a series of ten 30-minute programmes co-produced by The Open University and the BBC. It is made by Lion Television Scotland.

The series will be broadcast in May 2007 on BBC Four.
The programmes form a prelude to the BBC’s special summer season of programming to mark the 60th anniversary of the independence of the Indian subcontinent which created independent  India and Pakistan.
The Executive producer is Colin Cameron; the Executive Producer for The Open University is Emma De’Ath and the academic consultants for The Open University are Dr Giles Mohan and Dr Helen Yanacopulos of The Open University . 

 The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for over 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak-time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.

 All broadcast information is correct at time of issue.

For more information, interview requests, images and preview DVDs please contact Guy Bailey
For more information on the Indian 60th Anniversary season please contact Tim English of BBC Publicity. 
Resources

Related Open University courses and awards:-
-
ED840
Child Development in Families, Schools and Society

-
U212
Childhood

-
U213
International Development

-
DU301
A World of Whose Making?

-
F11
MSc in Development Management

Websites: 
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Series Synopsis
Indian School focuses on the lives of pupils and teachers in two very different private schools. Kalmadi Shamrao High School concentrates on academic results and core moral values. The Rewchand Bhojwani Academy is a liberal institution, with an unorthodox curriculum and a place for meditation.  
Programme One
The New Boy

It’s June and the start of a new school year at Kalmadi High School.  For 14-year-old Ashutosh this is the eighth new school he has attended in almost as many years – following his father’s engineering job as it has taken him around India and the world.  We experience the familiar agonies of trying to fit in, make new friends and pick up the power politics of the playground.  In contrast, some very self assured 16-year-olds are running for election as prefects.

Programme Two
Transcendental Education
Bavajee, the IT teacher at Bhojwani has a unique teaching style.  He is the school guru, apparently able to calm even the most aggressive pupil with the use of meditation.  But this week he has a tough challenge in Rahul. Rahul is a disruptive pupil who is stirring things up in the classroom and at home.  Will he respond to Bavajee’s reflective methods or continue to wind up everyone around him?

Programme Three
Cyber Genius 

Pune is one of the information technology centres of India and the world. It’s driving  the growth city which already has over four million residents. We follow Delap, the father of one of the pupils as he spends his nights working with the pseudonym ‘Derek’ in a call centre, helping Americans with their travel plans.  It brings in money but means he hardly sees his beloved son.  Meanwhile, Mrs Kappor, head teacher of Bhojwani, sees all this growth damaging her beloved city, clogging up the streets and creating a rift between the haves and have-nots of Pune.  And as she says, it’s all being achieved “on the backs of poorly paid teachers”.

Programme Four
Hinglish

It’s August and monsoon rains pour on Pune.  This is the time for the annual English debating competition.  In a world of IT booms and globalisation, English is increasingly becoming vital for success.  We follow two of Kalmadi’s brightest pupils, Prem and Sahil, as they battle it out to be the top English language debater in town.  The judges have set an appropriate topic to debate in upwardly mobile Pune: ‘Is India Losing its Identity in a Globalised World?’  On the one hand it’s a story of youthful ambition and rivalry, on the other it’s all about acquiring the skills needed to get on in this brave new world.

Programme Five
Girl Talk

Komal is one of the most popular students in Kalmadi senior college.  She doesn’t study particularly hard and loves to socialise – to the annoyance of her authoritarian older brother Nickil.  After a recent argument she’s been grounded, so she’s going to have to celebrate her seventeenth birthday at home with her family rather than out on the town with her friends.

Meanwhile, as the only unmarried staff member at Kalmadi High School, school counsellor Sonal is beginning to feel the pressure to opt for an arranged marriage.  She’s been trying to find a husband for what seems like ages – now she resorts to marriage websites in a bid to track down ‘a suitable boy’.  However, it’s less embarrassing perhaps than the new sex education classes she has to run at school.

Programme Six
A Spiritual Journey
This year, for the first time in years, the Hindu festival of Divali and Muslim festival of Eid fall in the same week in September.  This film follows children and teachers from the two communities as they prepare for one of the most joyous times of year.

For older children at Bhojwani Academy there is another journey to be made.  The school is determined that they should see the other side of life and send them to the countryside to stay in a poor village.  For 15 year old Diva it’s an awakening in many ways.  Made to give up her beloved mobile phone and live on a rural diet alongside country children, she starts to reassess her material life and comforts in Pune.

Programme Seven
Type Caste 

Caste is a tricky subject in Pune.   This year has seen caste riots sweeping Pune.  Mrs Kapoor doesn’t want her privileged pupils at Bhojwani Academy to live in a ‘caste bubble’ and decides to tackle the issues head on in the classroom.  As part of her policy, she’s waived the fees for Munda, the school cleaner’s children to be educated alongside the predominantly high caste Bhojwani students.

Munda’s life has been dominated by caste issues, ever since she married a lower caste man.  We follow her as she travels back to her home village for the first time in 15 years, to seek reconciliation with the family who rejected her when she chose love over caste. 

Programme Eight
East meets West

‘Everyone likes western dance because it’s just so easy” bemoans Jenny, an expert traditional Indian style dancer at Bhojwani Academy.  Jenny puts in hour after hour perfecting the complex gestures needed.  And she’s quite prepared to argue the merits of Eastern and Western styles with her classmates who seem more interested in westernised Bollywood moves than ancient techniques.  But Viraj, the school heart-throb, has his eyes set firmly on Bollywood fame – he’s practicising too, for a showcase that he hopes will get him a movie role in Mumbai.

Meanwhile, Kalmadi High school is hosting a traditional music and dance competition.  This year there’s a new category reflecting changing influences ‘fusion dance’ – combining western and Indian styles.  As ever, Kalmadi head Mrs Saxena hopes for nothing less than first prize for her school.

Programme Nine
Howzat

November and December are great months for cricket.  Clear blue skies and rock hard wickets make for some serious competition in all corners of Pune.  Poor children play ‘gulley cricket’ in the slums and hope that one day they might get a place at the Pune Club, one of the city’s top training grounds for young talent.

We follow Rohit, who has grown up in the shadow of the great Pune Club and always dreamed of captaining their team.  He’s the son of a groundsman, living in servants’ quarters, but once through the club’s gates he plays alongside the city’s elite and the sons of millionaires.  His cricketing dreams are all the more important as they represent his family’s best chance of escaping poverty.

Programme Ten 
Exam Fever
March, the end of the school year and, for some pupils the toughest time of all.  We follow some of the children we have seen earlier in the series as they take on some extremely high pressured exams.  Their parents haven’t been forking out school fees for them to fail now, so they’ve been having extra tuition and staying up late to get the best possible marks that could decide their futures.
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