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THE HISTORY DETECTIVES
FRI 21 SEP, BBC TWO, 7.30pm (Not Scotland)  (6x30’)
Meet The History Detectives – three intrepid fact-finders on a mission to investigate the fascinating stories brought to them by the general public. They examine treasures found in the attic, objects passed down through the generations and reveal the stories behind the history hidden in our own homes.

This is history rediscovered in a new series made by Lion Television Scotland for The Open University which will be transmitted on BBC TWO from Friday September 21.
The History Detectives are archaeologist Neil Oliver, presenter of The Open University’s BAFTA award-winning series Coast; engineering heritage expert Claire Barratt, formerly of Channel 4’s Salvage Squad; and Dr Jeevan Deol, international historian. Each week they will use the full range of historical research techniques, from genealogy to archaeology, to explore both the immediate story of the items presented to them and the broader historical context within which they were once placed. 
As they consider treasured heirlooms and documents, photographs and folklore, our expert detectives will scrape away the dirt and pull back the cobwebs to unlock extraordinary stories – like the bottle found behind a Suffolk fireplace that leads to a witch-torturing past; the old toolbox which reveals the extraordinary story of Britain’s motoring heritage; and the letter that sparks a hunt for Bonnie Prince Charlie’s missing gold.  

The History Detectives. You provide the questions. They provide the answers.
John Kirkaldy from The Open University, who advised on the programme, said: “The History Detectives is an exciting programme to work on. Researching history involves real detective work, and while searching for the truth behind stories you encounter many thrills and disappointments. We hope the series conveys these feelings to the viewers.
"The Open University has many courses covering many different areas so viewers can take their learning further if their curiosity and interest is awakened by The History Detectives.” 

Free History Detectives Guide from The Open University

The Open University has also produced a free guide for viewers who are keen to conduct their own local history investigations or learn more about local or family history. It can be ordered by calling 08700 100878 or by visiting open2.net/historydetectives

Website: Open2.net/historydetectives

Find out more about the series or visit the exciting new interactive feature called “High Street History”.   Local history is a huge area of interest within the UK and wherever you live there is likely to be a wealth of history on the doorstep to be told through many of the buildings and features within local communities. Viewers can follow the history trail along a virtual high street.  Visit High Street History at open2.net/historydetectives
EPISODE SYNOPSES 
Friday September 21
THE RADIOACTIVE CATFOOD TIN / THE MINISTER’S PHOTOGRAPH
In a North Wales kitchen Ray Adcock has a lead-lined cat food tin containing a piece of metal he believes to be uranium. Using advanced scientific methods Claire Barratt tests the sample and reveals the hidden story of Britain’s attempts to build a nuclear weapon during the Second World War.
While clearing out her attic, Cath Hewson from Scarborough came across a biscuit tin belonging to her grandfather.  It contained documents and old photographs.  One photo was of a minister bearing her family name.  She knew nothing of him, so Cath asked Neil Oliver to track down his story.  He uncovers the fascinating life of her great-uncle who rose from being a scavenger in a cotton mill to advising Winston Churchill on government policy.

Friday September 28
Charlie's Gold / The BONFIRE Prayerbook
The West Highland Museum in Fort William has a letter written in 1745 which appears to describe the hiding place of secret gold stolen from Bonnie Prince Charlie.  Could the letter be real?  Neil Oliver follows the tangled trail of hints and misdirections, has the paper and ink scientifically tested, and takes a metal detector to the beach where it’s said to be hidden.  Did the chaos surrounding the flight of the defeated Prince really mean there is gold buried in the Highlands?

Simon Carter in Preston has a small, slightly tattered book which he saved from a garden bonfire.  It’s missing a cover, and perhaps some pages.  Inside there is a date: 1624.  Jeevan Deol investigates the origins of the book, and enters the terrifying world of Catholic persecution in the 17th century.  Not only was it a book for which people may well have been killed - it turns out to be one of only ten known copies in existence.
Friday October 5
THE Walnutshell Gloves / THE MAJOR’S Chest 

Stuart Bond from Scunthorpe has two walnut shells, inside each of which is packed a fine leather glove.  But what are they for?  And where did they come from?  Claire Barratt analyses the unsettling source of the leather, traces their history and uncovers the truth behind their very fashionable purpose.
In Rhona Ferguson’s hallway in Edinburgh sits a large travelling chest.  It has been in the family for over 100 years.  They call it ‘The Major’, but haven’t a clue where it came from.  Neil Oliver leads the search for the original owner, which takes us into the violent world of frontier soldiering in imperial India, and reveals the surprising monument that stands in his memory in a Scottish glen.

Friday October 12
Napoleon's Coffin / The eBay Uniform
Neil Oliver is asked to investigate a letter attached to which is a piece of cloth and a piece of lead.  The letter states “This lead and silk is part of Bonaparte’s coffin, which died at St Helena in 1821.  It was presented to me by the Colour Sergeant of the 66th Regiment which did duty over his corpse.”  The letter is signed William Trousdale and dated October 4th 1821.  In a journey that ranges from St Helena to Scarborough, Neil reveals the truth behind this letter.

Scott Allsop teaches history at King's College in Guildford.  He uses historical artefacts to help his pupils think about history.  One of his favourite pieces is a uniform he bought on eBay for £15.  But he doesn’t know who it came from or what its impressive array of medals represents.  So he called in Jeevan Deol who, through careful examination of the uniform and the stories it tells, reveals the life of a man who devoted himself to the service of his country, saw service in both world wars, and was honoured by King George VI.

Friday October 26
THE AMETHYST HEAD / The RACING DRIVER
Carol Poole found a beautiful artefact while out metal detecting in a Lancashire field.  It’s an exquisitely detailed fob and chain.  On its front is the profile of a man’s head carved in amethyst.  She wants to know if the experts can find out who it is.  Using a mix of documentary detective work and forensic facial reconstruction, Jeevan Deol reveals the name behind the face and uncovers how his story fits into the rapidly-evolving land-ownership of England.

Judith Smythe from Stafford found some faded photographs in an old, but much cared-for presentation box in her grandfather’s workshop.  They were taken at the start of the 20th century, and one shows him hurtling round a racetrack in a racing car, seated next to the driver.   Judith asked Claire Barratt if she could shed light on what he was doing.  Her investigations reveal a wonderful story of social mobility, at the moment that defined our future love affair with the motor car.

Friday November 2
THE LANCASTER Bomber / THE Witch bottle 

In 1944 16-year old Angus McFadyen watched in horror as a Lancaster bomber ploughed into a hillside by Loch Lomond.  Today he recalls how all seven crewmen died, but he still doesn’t know the reason why.  Local aviation enthusiasts have managed to recover a lot of the wreckage including the engines, but even they haven’t been able to determine the cause of the crash. Sixty-three years after it happened, and using the expertise of one of the UK’s leading air accident investigators, Claire Barratt pieces together the story of what took place that fateful night, and the staggering loss of life to overstretched and under trained aircrew as the Second World War drew to its close.

While renovating his house in Suffolk a man has found a sealed bottle buried under his fireplace.  He thinks it is a witch bottle and is so afraid of its contents he won’t have it opened.  So it’s up to Jeevan Deol to take on the forces of darkness alone.  What is a witch bottle?  And is this one?  Using X-rays, forensic analysis and good old-fashioned research, Jeevan reveals the terrible tale of the Witch-finder General and the vast legacy of witchcraft and superstition he left behind.
Presenter Biographies
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NEIL OLIVER

Neil Oliver, 34, is a writer, historian and television presenter. A leading archaeologist, he has worked on many sites, including the battlefields of Zululand, and is co-author of Two men in a Trench based on his BBC Two series. He is also the presenter of The Open University’s BAFTA award-winning series Coast: Coast for BBC Two. His latest book Not Forgotten, to tie-in with a forthcoming Channel 4 series of the same name, is published by Hodder & Stoughton. He lives in Glasgow with his wife and daughter. 
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CLAIRE BARRATT

Claire Barratt, 28, is an industrial archaeologist and steam engineer. She trained as a civil engineer but always wanted to work in museums. Claire is passionate about steam and is never happier than when she is stoking or stripping boilers. And her spare time activities are a variation on a theme: 'I have lots of cars, a 1968 camper van, a Triumph Herald, and Land Rovers’. She says.  Claire’s previous TV work includes a role as a presenter on Channel 4’s Salvage Squad. 

JEEVAN DEOL
  Jeevan Deol, 35, is an international historian and heritage consultant who    studied for his PhD in Indian history at Cambridge University where he specialised on 18th century cultural and political formations. He is currently a lecturer in the South Asia Department of the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London and is a member of the Lord Chancellor's Advisory Council on National Archives and Records. His previous television work includes Sikhs in the city for BBC One and has contributed to BBC Radio 4’s Thought for the day and also presented Something Understood for the network. He has also commented on Jihadi terrorism for BBC News and BBC News 24. 
Editor’s Notes

The History Detectives is a 30-minute, six-part series fully funded by The Open University for the BBC. It is made by Lion Television Scotland. 
The series will be broadcast from 21 Sept 2007 on BBC Two. Check press for details. 
The series producer is Brendan Hughes;  The Executive Producers are Colin Cameron for Lion Television and Mark Jacobs for The Open University; and the academic consultant for The Open University is John Kirkaldy.
The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for over 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak-time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.
All broadcast information is correct at time of issue.
For more information, interview requests, images and preview DVDs please contact Guy Bailey – contact details below
For Biographies contact Greg Day – contact details below
Resources

Related courses:
-
A103
Introduction to Humanities

-
A173
Start Writing Family History

-
Y160
Making Sense of the Arts (Openings Course)

-
A200
Exploring History: Medieval to Modern 1400 – 1900
-   A218
Medicine and Society in Europe 1500-1930
-  AT272
Ancient and Medieval Cities – A Technological History
-  A433
The Professions in Early Modern England C1450-1800
- AA312
Total War and Social Change: Europe 1914-1955
- SXR260
The Geological History of the British Isles
- AA310
Film and Television History
- AA820
Introduction to the MA History Course

Websites: 
Course Information: 
www.open.ac.uk/courses 





OU/BBC Series Information:
www.open2.net
            Media Contacts

Guy Bailey 
g.r.bailey@open.ac.uk 
+44 (0)1908 653248
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