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News
For the attention of: news editors

Thursday, April 28 2005  [PR5001]
The Open University welcomes Order of Merit honour for its Chancellor
The Open University is today welcoming the news that The Queen has appointed its Chancellor ​– Baroness Boothroyd – to be a member of the Order of Merit.

The Order of Merit is invested in those who have given “exceptionally meritorious service” in one or several of a number of fields, including services to the Crown, the arts, learning, literature and science.
Lady Boothroyd said of the announcement: “I am greatly honoured that the Queen has decided to appoint me as a member of the Order of Merit. I like to think that it is not only a recognition of services to Parliament over many years – and in particular as Speaker of the House of Commons – but also a reflection of my period as Chancellor of The Open University, an organisation and role of which I am immensely proud.”

Her comments were echoed by Vice-Chancellor Professor Brenda Gourley, who said: “The Open University takes particular pleasure and pride in this honour bestowed on our Chancellor. She brings to the role of Chancellor the inspiration of someone who has succeeded against great odds to achieve distinction, and those qualities mark the very essence of The Open University.”
The Order of Merit is restricted to 24 members. The Order, which was founded by Edward VII in 1902, is in the sole gift of the Sovereign. 
Past British holders of the Order have included Florence Nightingale, Lord Lister, Sir Winston Churchill, Earl Attlee, General Baden-Powell and Field Marshals Haig and Kitchener. International recipients have included General Eisenhower, Mother Teresa and Nelson Mandela.
Editor’s Notes
The Rt Hon Baroness Boothroyd has been Chancellor of The Open University since October 1994. As the ceremonial and ambassadorial head of the University, the Chancellor publicly represents the institution. Her most public role is in presiding at many of the University’s degree ceremonies, but her work also includes representing the University in the higher education sector and providing counsel and guidance to senior staff.
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