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For more information on this 2+2 scheme contact your
chosen partner university using the contact information
inside or visit our website www.open.ac.uk/2plus2

Take 2 Steps
towards your

“This is an exciting new way to get a physics
or chemistry degree. The flexibility of study,
together with the excellent courses offered
by the OU and its partner universities
represents an excellent opportunity to offer
the considerable benefits of an education 
in the physical sciences to a broader range 
of students.”

Professor Peter Main CPhys FInstP
Director, Education and Science, The Institute of Physics

“The OU, working in partnership with full-time
residential universities has developed a new
way to study chemistry and physics. This new
route is ideal for people without the usual
entry qualifications and it will equip students
to meet the opportunities and challenges of 
a career in these exciting sciences.”  

Dr Tony Ashmore, Registrar, 
Royal Society of Chemistry

Science Degree

A new flexible route
into Higher Education

Your future in chemistry
A qualification in the chemical sciences can open the
door to a wide range of rewarding career opportunities.
Chemical scientists find employment in a variety of
exciting jobs both inside and outside the laboratory and
can use their scientific knowledge and skills in many
different areas.

Your future in physics
A degree in physics means you will have a solid
foundation in a broad and technical subject, allowing you
to specialise in many different areas from space science
to computer science and from electronics to climate
modelling. 



BSc (Hons) Chemistry
Loughborough University
Nottingham Trent University
University of Reading
University of Sheffield 

BSc (Hons) Physics
Lancaster University
Loughborough University
Nottingham Trent University
University of Salford
University of Sheffield 

Why would this be of 
interest to me?
If you have an active interest in chemistry or physics
and would like to take a flexible route into higher
education then this new scheme could be just what
you are looking for!

Maybe your grades don't match your potential or you
are concerned about student debt. If so, this scheme
offers you the opportunity to get a highly regarded
degree in a much more flexible, cost-effective way.

There are no formal entry requirements. If you want
to follow the 2+2 route, you will need to contact in
the first instance your chosen final destination
university who will advise you on how to proceed
with your studies. 

So what is Open University 
study like?
As an OU student, you study at home with lots of
support from your tutor and other university staff.
Your materials are delivered to your door or
electronically, and you study in your own time
which means you can study when and where it
suits you. You can continue to work part-time or
full-time when you study with the OU.

What can I expect from my 
first two years?
In your first 2 years, you’ll study part-time and get
a thorough grounding in physics or chemistry.
You’ll also be required to attend a one-week
residential school. On successful completion you’ll
be well equipped to transfer to your final
destination university to complete your degree. 

How do I progress to my 
full-time university?
You will join full-time physics or chemistry
students on campus for the final 2 years of
your study. On successful completion of these
studies you will earn a BSc (Hons) Physics or
BSc (Hons) Chemistry degree from your final
destination university.

How do I take my first step?
If you think this is the route for you then use the
contact details listed below to get in touch with your
chosen final destination university to find out more.
They will also provide you with details of how to
register with the OU for the 2+2 scheme.

Contact list:
Lancaster University
Physics Admissions Tutor
Dr Iain Bertram
T: 01524 593639
E: physics-admissions
@lancaster.ac.uk

Loughborough
University
Chemistry Admissions Tutor
Prof. Roger Mortimer
T: 01509 222583
E: R.J.Mortimer@lboro.ac.uk

Physics Programme Tutor
Dr John Samson
T: 01509 223304
E: J.H.Samson@lboro.ac.uk

Nottingham Trent
University
Chemistry Admissions Tutor
Dr Joan Halfpenny
T: 0115 848 3312
E: joan.halfpenny@ntu.ac.uk

So what is this new scheme all about?
A new partnership between universities around the United Kingdom, is providing opportunities for
you to study Chemistry or Physics in a new way ‘2+2’.  Two years part-time through supported open
learning with The Open University (OU) then two years full-time face to face study at one of the
following institutions:

Physics Admissions Tutor
Dr Carl Brown
T: 0115 848 3184
E: carl.brown@ntu.ac.uk

University of Reading
Chemistry Admissions Tutor
Dr Joanne Elliott
T: 0118 378 6342/8449
E: j.m.elliott@reading.ac.uk 

University of Salford
Physics Admissions Officer
Dr Neil Boag
T: 0161 295 5239
E: n.m.boag@salford.ac.uk

The University 
of Sheffield
Chemistry Admissions Tutor
Dr Simon Jones 
T: 0114 222 9483 
E: chemistry-admissions
@sheffield.ac.uk

Physics Admissions Tutor
Dr Lee Thompson 
T: 0114 222 4577 
E: l.thompson@sheffield.ac.uk


