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News
For the attention of: News Editors


Wednesday November 28 [PR5429]

A plot to kill a former Prime Minister and a lost South American colony that almost bankrupted Scotland –  The Things We Forgot to Remember returns to Radio 4
TX: BBC Radio 4, 8pm, Monday 24 December
Presenter Michael Portillo returns with a new series of The Things We Forgot to Remember. In this four-part, Open University series, Michael will remind listeners of a Suffragette plot to assassinate Herbert Asquith, the Prime Minister of the day in 1909; how the 1707 Act of Union was the only viable option for Scotland following its disastrous attempt at overseas colonisation; how the largest single allied loss of life in World War Two was in India; and a look at the real losers in the Battle of Trafalgar – the Spanish.
Michael says: “Being half Spanish, and having made a television documentary about Nelson, I am intrigued now to be leading an investigation into who really lost the Battle of Trafalgar.  Whilst you are figuring that one out, you might also ask yourself why, while I probed whether we accurately remember the struggle of the Suffragettes, the clues led me to a firing range, and caused me to fire a hand gun for the first time in my life!”     
Dr Chris Williams, the academic advisor for the series and history lecturer with The Open University said: “It's obvious that the past we remember can only ever be a heavily-edited version of the past that actually happened. There's so much to fit in. 
“But the things that we do remember are often not the most significant ones. Some events are so obscure that they slip under the radar. What we are trying to do with The Things We Forgot to Remember is compare the history that most of us know, to some key events that we don't, and make the case for shifting our view.
“For instance, the tale of the Scottish attempt to set up an empire in 1700 does not reflect particularly well on many Scots or English, and after the Act of Union that its failure helped bring about, it was in both sides' interests to forget about it.
“So when the victors of the battle for women's suffrage sat down to write the first histories of the movement, they made sure that it reflected their own preoccupations, in the process writing out many aspects of the Suffragette movement, and leaving us with plenty of passive martyrdom, but less of the violence that the movement was driven to – including the plot on Asquith’s life”. 
This is the third series of The Things We Forgot to Remember and for the first time, the programmes will be available to Listen Again on the open2.net website. 

There will also be a new series of four exclusive podcasts featuring Dr Chris Williams. Chris and his guests will discuss the factors and issues behind history and received wisdom gained from events. 

They will all be available to download on open2.net from Monday 24 December. 

Editor’s Notes

‘The Things We Forgot to Remember’ is a fully-funded Open University production for BBC Radio 4. 
It will be broadcast at 8pm on Monday 24 December on BBC Radio 4 and every Monday until Monday 14 January.
Series Producer for the BBC is Philip Sellars and Executive Producer for The Open University is Catherine McCarthy. The Open University Academic Adviser is Dr Chris Williams.  
 The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for more than 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.

 All broadcast information is correct at time of issue. 

For preview CDs, images and interview requests please contact Guy Bailey
Resources

Related Courses and programmes from the Open University:-
· A180 Heritage, Whose Heritage?

· Y160 Making sense of the arts

· AA100 The Arts past and present

· A200 Exploring History: medieval to modern 1400-1900

· A173 Start writing family history

· DD100 An introduction to the social sciences: understanding social change

· DA204 Understanding media

· A103 An introduction to the humanities

Websites: 

Courses:

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses 


Programmes:

http://www.open2.net

Media Contacts 
Guy Bailey


g.r.bailey@open.ac.uk
+(44) 1908 653248

Series Synopsis

All programmes will be available on www.open2.net to listen again indefinately.


Suffragettes – Programme One



8pm, Monday December 24, BBC Radio 4
We’ve got an image of the Suffragette – a feisty well-dressed woman wearing a sash, perhaps having just chained herself to some railings.  Suffragettes are the acceptable face of direct action, chained to railings and breaking windows.  From Margaret Thatcher to Tony Benn, everyone cites them as a thoroughly good thing.  This might explain why we don’t know about the Suffragette who was suspected of hatching a plot in 1909 to shoot the Prime Minster, Asquith, in the name of women’s suffrage. Nor do we know about the women who carried out widespread arson attacks when it seemed that the less menacing tactics would never work. In the 1920s, some Suffragettes began to write the movement’s history, and they failed to acknowledge the bits that didn’t fit their view of what the movement should have been like. Out went alliances with the working class, and opposition to war. Out went violence.  For forty years this simplified image ruled unchallenged: only in the last few years have historians begun to uncover and expose the true complexity of the Suffragettes.

Dr Chris Williams: “So when the victors of the battle for women's suffrage sat down to write the first histories of the movement, they made sure that it reflected their own preoccupations, in the process writing out many aspects of the Suffragette movement, and leaving us with plenty of passive martyrdom, but less of the violence that the movement was driven to.”

Darien – Programme Two

8pm, Monday December 31, BBC Radio 4
“There’s the end of an auld sang” said the Earl of Seafield, as he signed the Act of Union in 1707. Since then, the story of the Act has been seen in terms of a deal between Commissioners, lubricated by bribes to the Scottish side. But the fate of Scotland as an independent state was settled not in smoke-filled rooms, in Edinburgh and London, but thousands of miles away in the jungles of Panama, in a deserted settlement on the Spanish Main. For it was there that Scotland’s last bid to thrive alone came to grief. Before England’s South Sea bubble, there was Scotland’s Darien Company – the brainchild of the Scot who had already founded the Bank of England, It was an attempt to emulate London’s commercial success by mobilising Scotland’s meagre reserves of capital to found a world-wide trading empire. The capital was mobilised alright, but the trading empire was mismanaged. The Scots had hoped for support from their monarchs, but William and then Anne were more concerned with their English subjects: the English saw no reason to antagonise the Spanish merely to help interlopers. The Company crashed, and a bankrupt Scotland was forced to look to the only other game in town: union.
Dr Chris Williams: “The sordid tale of the Scottish attempt around 1700 to set up an empire does not reflect particularly well on many Scots or English, and after the Act of Union that its failure helped bring about, it was in both sides' interests to forget about it.” 
The Bengal Famine – Programme Three

8pm, Monday January 7, BBC Radio 4
The Partition of India was the last act of the British Raj. It led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands: but it was not the worst disaster to hit India in the 1940s. That was the Bengal Famine of 1942-4, which left around a million dead: it was a famine that happened on Britain’s watch, and gave the lie to the claim by the British that their rule had eliminated famine from India.  In 1942, a war boom in Calcutta had driven up the price of food, pricing the poor out of the market. When the harvest failed for two years running, the British rulers on the spot called for aid from London. In response to the desperate pleas from the Viceroy and the Army, some was given, but more was withheld: Churchill’s War Cabinet did not want to slow down the prosecution of the war. When Indians asked for help, guns came before butter. Yet in 1940/41, at a crisis in the Battle of the Atlantic, the UK had faced the same choice. Then, Churchill had ruled that feeding the people of Britain took priority. Indians, noting the failure of the Raj to respond to their crisis, were reinforced in their desire to be rid of it as soon as possible. The Famine, the largest single loss of life in the British Empire in WW2, was forgotten. 
Dr Chris Williams: “The case of the Bengal famine, which killed over a million people during the Second World War, is overshadowed in Britain, if not in south Asia, by the horrors of Partition. If it were not, it would serve as a very uncomfortable reminder that the British Empire's proud boast to have eliminated famine in India was hollow, and that in wartime, Indians did not get the same access to food as Britons.” 

Who lost at Trafalgar? – Programme Four

8pm, Monday January 14, BBC Radio 4 
We all know that Nelson won at Trafalgar in 1805. But who lost? The battle didn’t keep the French from invading: Napoleon had already given up waiting at Boulogne and gone off to beat the Austrians. Nor did it end French world power: France bounced back after 1815, carving out a new empire in Africa and the Far East, and the French navy was enough to give the Admiralty some sleepless nights for the rest of the century. The real loser was Spain, the other bit of the Combined Fleet. The Spanish Empire still dominated the Caribbean in the C18th, and ruled all of South and Central America. Trafalgar was a crushing blow for Spanish naval power, and the subsequent unchallenged British sea power negated that of Spain utterly. Not only that, but when Spain’s American possessions erupted into revolt, many key roles were played by British mercenaries – veterans of the Napoleonic wars. Spain, with no navy worth speaking of, could not intervene effectively. The Spanish asked for support at the international Congress of Verona in 1822, only to be snubbed by the British, the naval superpower. Canning could ‘call the new world in’ only because of what Nelson had done 17 years before at Trafalgar.
Dr Chris Williams: ““We're also interested in how the wrong thing gets remembered and passed down. Sometimes it's obvious - it makes a better story. So beating the French at Trafalgar fits in well with other things that we know about the Napoleonic wars. Beating the Spanish had a far greater long-term impact, but it doesn't fit, so we forgot it”
Podcasts

The four podcasts are :-
1
History and Nationalism

Dr Chris Williams, Dr Paul Lawrence from The Open University and Profesor Stefan Berger from Manchester University debate how history is reflected through the prism of Nationalism and national interest. 

2
The Battle for World War One

Dr Chris Williams, Dr Annika Mombauer from The Open University and Profesor Stefan Berger from Manchester University debate the historic legacy of the Great War.
3
Elephants in the room 
Dr Chris Williams, Dr Annika Mombauer from The Open University and Profesor David Edgerton from Imperial Collage, London debate the factors that influence the setting of the historical agenda using the British Welfare State as an example.  

4 Memory and History

Dr Chris Williams, Dr Paul Lawrence and Dr Donna Loftus, all from The Open University debate the similarities and differences between Memory and History.
All podcasts will be available to download from www.open2.net from Wednesday 24 December.
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