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March 24, 2003
OUBS RANKED IN TOP FIVE OF GLOBAL MBA PROVIDERS
The Open University Business School (OUBS) MBA programme has been ranked fourth in the world in a new survey out today (March 24).

The Financial Times newspaper has examined distance learning MBA programmes and ranked them on the basis of the number of students, completion rates, level of support offered to students, and accreditation.

The OUBS currently has more than 5,500 students enrolled on its MBA programme with the majority completing their studies in three years. It prides itself on offering face-to-face support to students through a personal tutor at regular tutorials and residential schools, as well as online support. This was noted by the Financial Times as a hallmark of the programme. 
OUBS Dean Professor Roland Kaye said:
”We are often excluded from league tables and rankings because we do not offer a full-time MBA programme so we are delighted that the FT has looked exclusively at distance-learning MBA providers. Our students combine working full-time with studying, home life and other commitments and deserve to be recognised in this way. Our programme is one of the best in the world with accreditation by AMBA and Equis so students know we provide quality and flexibility and our position in the league table simply confirms this for them.” 
Editor’s Notes
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. 
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It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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