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News
For the attention of: news, education and healthcare editors
4 July 2005 [PR5034]
APPOINTMENTS ADD TO THE OPEN UNIVERSITY’S EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH

The Open University’s Faculty of Health and Social Care has announced two senior appointments as part of the University’s major investment in research activity.

Professor Shirley Reveley joins the OU as Director of Nursing and Professor Monica Dowling joins the OU as Professor of Social Work. 
Dean Faculty of Health and Social Care, Lesley-Anne Cull, says: “These appointments will ensure the curriculum is underpinned by research and practice and enable students to stay at the forefront of their field.”
Professor Shirley Reveley, who was previously Head of Nursing in the Faculty of Health and Social Care at St Martin’s College, will take the lead on the OU’s innovative, work-based Pre-Registration Nursing Programme and also develop the supporting research strategy.  
The programme is delivered in partnership with health care employers. The OU’s approach offers healthcare workers an opportunity to continue in employment while working towards their Diploma and registration as a nurse. 
Professor Monica Dowling, previously Senior Lecturer in Social Work in the Department of Health and Social Care at Royal Holloway College, University of London, and a previous Deputy Dean of the Faculty of History and Social Sciences, will be directing the Social Work Programmes at the Open University.  She will also lead a research strategy which promotes the diverse and interesting social work related research and publications in the Faculty.  Professor Dowling will, by working with OU social work staff, social services agencies and users and carers, ensure the continuing high quality of the Diploma in Social Work programme which continues until 2008 and the new Social Work Degree in England, Scotland and Wales. The post-qualifying and post-graduate courses in Social Work are exciting new developments which Professor Dowling will progress in the future. 
Editor’s Notes

· Prof Reveley’s first degree was with the OU and both her Masters and PhD were completed at Lancaster University – in Educational Research and Developing the Nurse Practitioner Role in Primary Care, respectively.   Prof Reveley is Chair of the Nurse practitioner sub-group of the European Network and has been Associate Professor at the University of Skovde, Sweden. She is also qualified as a Justice of the Peace and has sat as a magistrate on the bench of Carlisle and District.

· Prof Dowling graduated with a BA in Applied Social Studies and Certificate of Qualification in Social Work (CQSW) from University of Hertfordshire. She worked as a community and youth worker and a social worker before completing her Certificates in Education and Educational Administration at Middlesex University and a Diploma in British Social Policy (1988) and a PhD on Poverty and Social Work (1994), both at the University of Sheffield.
· The Faculty of Health & Social Care has four main teaching programmes: Health and Social Care; Social Work (where the OU is the UK’s largest part-time provider); Pre-Registration Nursing and Foundation Degrees.  The entire Faculty’s programmes and courses offer flexible and accessible routes to education, training and development and, in the case of Social Work and Nursing, offer a route to a professional qualification for students who are sponsored and supported by their employer.  Employers of students on OU healthcare courses are recognising the benefits of OU study the recruitment and retention of staff.
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