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News
For the attention of: news editors

Date 12th September 2005 [PR5061]
“Sex Tour” signals first Radio 1 and Open University Collaboration
The Open University and Radio 1 will be joining forces for the first time to bring a four part ‘Sex Tour’ to the UK through Radio 1’s award winning Sunday Surgery programme.  
A live studio audience of 14-24 year olds will discuss their attitudes to sex, sexually transmitted diseases (STI’s) and relationships as the shows question why the UK leads the European league tables in rates of STI infection, teen pregnancy, underage sex and abortion.
The Sunday Surgery “Sex Tour” will be live from four locations around the UK on four consecutive Sundays, beginning on 25th September at 9pm on Radio 1.
The locations are: 
25th September 05

Yale College, Wrexham, Wales


2nd October 05


Saint Jude’s, Glasgow

9th October 05


Bar Pure, Sunderland

16th October 05

The Nerve Centre, Derry, Northern Ireland,


Sunday Surgery presenters Letitia and Dr Mark Hamilton will host each of the shows which will feature frank discussions on a range of relationship and sex related topics. The aim of the programmes is to understand young people’s attitudes to sex and relationships in modern Britain.  Input will come not only from the live studio audience but also from listeners at home through e-mails, texts, live chat room debate and phone calls generated during the two hour broadcasts.
Radio 1 presenter Letitia said: “I’m looking forward to going out on the road for the first time and meeting and talking to young people about subjects that concern them.  This is a great opportunity for them to voice their opinions and to feel that they are being listened to.” 

This co-production demonstrates the Open University’s decisive move into primetime broadcasting and its commitment to engage with younger audiences on subjects that are relevant to them. As well as specially invited guests, an Open University academic will also be on hand at every show offering advice and information on the educational and social aspects of sexual responsibility, healthy personal relationships and wellbeing.   
Dr Heather McLannahan, senior lecturer in the Open University’s Department of Biological Sciences said: “We are keen to use this ‘tour’ as fact finding mission to establish young people’s perceptions on sexual health.  I don’t believe that young people are ignorant of the risks but believe they are still too embarrassed to discuss sexual health, even with potential partners.  Although sex is all around us in the media and within society as a whole, perhaps, in reality, we haven’t actually progressed that much at all and are still quite repressed when dealing with sex on a personal level.”
Also under discussion will be the sexual health information and education available to young people; Is it working, and if not, why not?
"The first time I learnt about STIs was when I actually had one. I had gonorrhoea when I was about 16. I had to go to the clinic. I didn't even know where a clinic was, my school hadn't told me anything about them.  Why isn't this being tackled? It is a big deal if a woman gets pregnant at a young age, it is a big deal if you contract an STD at 15. It is a big deal…." said 22 year old Kris to Radio 1 researchers.
"You use your periods as like your pregnancy test. When your period comes, yeah, it's like "phew! I'm not pregnant". But then it's sort've like a game you play, you know it's dangerous but you still put yourself at that risk. It's kind've fun to not follow the rules…" commented an anonymous 16 year old girl.
To try to understand this alarming trend the programme will discuss potential contributing factors to this continued climate of ‘risk taking’ through unprotected sex.   
The Sunday Surgery is Radio 1’s cutting-edge phone in show broadcast every Sunday night between 9-11pm attracting an audience of around half a million listeners.
Editor’s Notes
Any media wishing to attend any of the “Sex Tour” live debates is requested to contact Anne-Marie Hamill at The Open University on 01908 655 026, e-mail: a.m.hamill@open.ac.uk;  or Maxine Martin at Radio 1 on 0207 765 3330, e-mail: maxine.martin@bbc.co.uk. 
For more information on the shows and how to be in the audience log on to: bbc.co.uk/radio1/onelife.
Quotes from Kris and the anonymous girl, are based on research conducted by Radio 1’s Sunday Surgery.
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