TIMETABLE FOR OXDOX:MK

10 to 25 MARCH 2007

THE SCREENINGS AT THE OPEN UNIVERISITY IN THE BERRILL LECTURE THEATRE

Monday 12 March   12.00 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.

Behind Walls: Turkey

Producer: Ayse Bohurler

Co-Producer: Aslihan Eker

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 90 minutes (45 minutes each part)

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers
Behind Walls is the premiere of a new series on Women in Islamic Countries.

It is an’ insider’s observation’ made by Turkish female producers over a period of three years in 14 countries.

The first of the series is on Turkey.

Turkey’s population is 99% Islamic, and it was one of the first countries to embark on the process of modernization, and is seen as a bridge between East and West in cultural terms.  It is a country which, with the founding of the Republic, has opened its doors to women in politics and has instituted many progressive policies.

However, despite this positive side, Turkey has many issues to address. The numbers of women holding high positions in academic and business areas is considerable, but this is not reflected in the political arena. The film charts the progress Turkey is making towards gender equality and life in general for Turkish women.  An exclusive interview with the Prime Minister of the Turkish Republic where he shares his views on women’s issues in Turkey today.

Monday 12 March  5.30p.m. to 6.30 p.m. Reception with the Russian Ambassador in a separate room.

Monday 12 March  6.30 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.
The Space Odyssey

Director: Ivana Galin

Running Time: 104 minutes : 52 minutes each part

Russia 2006

Why do people want to fly in space? What is the fascination? The two-part film looks at the influences, motivations and attractions of venturing into space. It interviews cosmonauts and space scientists about their life, work and enthusiasm for their vocation. It is a candid insight into the cosmos and some of the secrets it holds for the space pioneer.
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Tuesday 13 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.

Behind Walls: Egypt

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening with the Producers

For Europeans, Egypt is the home of the oriental, for the Islamic world it is the centre of religion.  The Al-Azhar University, which has been standing for 1100 years, has educated some of the most acclaimed scholars in the world.  Egypt also has the most celebrated Koran readers.  It is the cultural centre of the Arab world, this is where the Arab world goes for cinema, art and music – many Arabs travel to Eguypt to experience things that are prohibited in their own countries. Egypt has introduced the modern Arab Muslim women’s identity to the world and is where the first Muslim women’s movement took root.

Behind Walls: Syria

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening with the Producers
An interesting discussion between the nuns of Malula village, the Muslim women of the capital Damascus, the Durze, and Muslim and Chritsian girls on their identity, and hopes for peace and safety in their country.

Tuesday 13 March 7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.

Pilots of the Cosmos

Director: A.  Malechkin, S. Linnilov

Running Time: 52 minutes

Russia 2006

This film is dedicated to the people who underwent the gruelling, lengthy and often uncomfortable training involved in becoming a cosmonaut but were never chosen to make the final leap from Earth. These are the candidate crews who never had the opportunity to fly in space. It charts the physical, psychological and medical tests they went though and follows them on their technical training courses as space-flight crew members – pilots, engineers and mission specialists.
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Tuesday 13 March continued

Hydrospace

Director: D. Svergun

Running Time: 15 minutes

Russia 2007

A fascinating look at the preparation of cosmonauts in the hydro-environment, training for subsequent work in open space.

Cosmos 

Director: Y Mikhaylichenko

Running Time: 52 minutes

Russia 2006

Gennady Strekalov is a respected space-flight veteran and one of the world’s most experienced cosmonauts. He first flew on Soyuz Missions in the 1970s and was later assigned to the long-endurance operations aboard the Salyut and Mir Space Stations. In 1994 he joined NASA Space Shuttle Mission STS-71. As a flight engineer and research specialist he contributed significantly to the development of space science and technology. His achievements as a space pioneer are legendary and this film provides an engaging insight into his life and work.

Friday 16 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.

Behind Walls: Palestine

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Hakan Tokyay

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers

Palestine is a place where freedom and peace are talked about the most but they are surrounded by concrete walls, exile, migration and war. Palestine is seen through refugee camps, the house of a mother whose daughter was a suicide bomber, a music school, and the ever present check points.

Iran: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers
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In Iran women are the key to the transformation of the country.  Women played an influential role in the downfall of the Shah  in 1979 and the rise to power of Muhammad Hatemi.  After Hatemi became president, discussions in the media started an ongoing debate on dress code, the chador, punishments for criminals such as diyet and rajm, polygamy, the muta (short-term) marriage, women’s abilities to become judges, women’s right to divorce, their visability in the cinema, television and the media.  




Friday 16 March continued

Iran: Behind Walls continued

Women claimed that the culture of patriarchy rather than religion kept women under pressure.

Where do Iranian women stand vis a vis religious authorities and pro-freedom intellectuals?

Friday  16 March  7.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.

Dancing In The City

Director: Fan Jian

Running Time: 118 minutes

China 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Director

Like any other vast metropolis, Beijing is a city of big promises.  Dancing in the City tells the story of four Chinese people, each exchanging their village for the big city in the hopes of finding a new identity.  The city, however, sees these rural imigrants as foreigners and unable to master the big city mentality.

Monday 19 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.

Algeria: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Hakan Tokyay

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers

Secular and Western, Islamist and traditional – the Muslim-Arab culture is supported officially, yet school books are still in French.  Although Algerian laws are based on Islam, Islam is still a very sensitive issue. Algerian women who live with this issue of identity, explore solutions to their problems in this engaging film.
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Monday 19 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.  Continued
Oman: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening with the Producers

With its population of 2.5 million, Oman is a quiet country at the edge of the Arabian Gulf, the gateway to the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean.  It is a country where both the Arab-Islamic tradition and the trappings of  modern life can be seen side by side.  The women living in the desert keep their traditions going back thousands of years, including the face masks, while driving their jeeps, while the modern looking city women in the capital Muscat, are very keen on hanging onto their traditions.

Monday 19 March 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.

798

Director: Xiaomin Shen

Running Time: 88 minutes

China 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Director

Factory 798 was an aid project financed by the Soviet Union during the period of the international communist movement in the 1950’s.  It was formerly a top secret military factory for the newly born People’s Republic of China.  It was in this factory that many key components of the first Chinese domestic-made atomic bombs and the first Chinese man-made satellite were made.  During the 1990’s, several factory buildings were abandoned because of their low productivity.  However, the German Bauhaus architectural style of the factory attracted artists who needed big studio spaces.  Sui Jiango, a Professor from the China Central Academy of Fine Arts, was the first one who moved into 798. The film traces the history of the building and it’s artists both local and foreign, to the present day, when we see Sui Jianguo,  the first occupant moving out.
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Tuesday 20 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.20 p.m.

Yemen: Behind Walls                                                                  

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers

In a country once ruled by queens, Yemen is the country where women face the greatest problems. We enter the world of women hidden and oppressed by tradition in a country symbolised by the qat, and the veil. It is impossible to see women without a chador or veil on the streets.

Sudan: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers

Sudan has more than 550 ethnic groups, with a 70% Musim, 25% animist and 5% Christian population. More than 100 languages are spoken in the country, although Arabic is the official language, only half of the population claim it as their first language. Plagued by civil conflicts and poverty, women also face a battle against female circumcision. Women fare better here than in other Islamic countries, when it comes to participation in politics, education and social life.

Tuesday 20 March 7.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 

Though I Am Gone

Director: Jie Hu, Xiaoming Al

Running Time: 66 minutes

China 2006

Post Screening with the Director

Forty years have passed since the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in 1966. What memories of Beijing remain about this time? Mr. Wong, who lost his wife during the revolution,  takes us through this period of great change as he experienced it.
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Tuesday 20 March 7.00 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Continued
The Blood of Yingzhou District    Shortlisted for Oscar Nomination

Director Ruby Yang

Running Time: 39 minutes

USA, China 2006

Gao Jun, the child featureed in this film, does not speak a word until the closing minutes of the film.  Little is known about him, not even his age. Yet this young AIDS orphan reveals his ferocious resolve to live while his extended family weights up whether or not to keep him.  This compelling film, directed by noted Hong Kong born filmmaker Ruby Yang and produced by Academy Award nominated filmmaker Thomas Lennonm, tells the story of traditional Chinese obligations of family and village colliding with terror of infection, and how these forces play out in the lives of children in the remote villages of Anhui,  Framing the film is Gao Jun’s serach for a family to call his own.

Wednesday 21 March 2007 12p.m. to 2.00 p.m.

Malaysia: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening with the Producers

Malaysia is one of the most modern countries in the Islamic world.  In the ultra moderin city of Kuala Lumpar, Islam and modernism have been harmoniously brought together. Women and men occupy the same positions equally in all walks of life.  In fact, in the Kuala Lumpar rush hour there appear to be more women than men going to work.  Despite the semblance of modernity, polygamy is one of the biggest problems. The film reveals the stark contrasts between Western lifestyles and Islamic values.
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Wednesday 21 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.20 p.m. Continued

Indonesia: Behind Walls

Producer: Ayse Bohurler 

Co-Producer:Aslihan Eker 

Director: Adem Ozkul

Running Time: 45 minutes

Turkey 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Producers

Made up of islands too numerous to count and each with its own culture, Indonesia’s population of 250 million makes it the biggest Muslim country in the world.

The capital, Jakarta, is a gigantic densely populated  city with its skyscrapers, traffic jams and pollution.  The chasm between rich and poor is as vast as the city itself.  There is no sense of a patriarchal culture here, it is common for women to occupy all kinds of positions.

However, the island of West Sumatra, where the Indonesians first encountered Islam, is very different from Jakarta.  The people here practice the Minankabau culture.  According to this ancient culture, women reign supreme.  Name and heredity follow the female line, they inherit everything, propose marriage, pay alimony, and the groom goes to the house of the bride. Despite all this power, the women do not oppose polygamy on the part of the Island’s men.

Wednesday 21 March 8.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. Round The World Screening

The Planet     

Directors: Michael Stenberg, Linus Torell, Johan Soderberg 

Running Time: 84 minutes

Sweden, Norway, Denmark 2006

Co-Production with SVT Sweden, NRK Norway, YLE Finland, DR TV Denmark

Twenty nine experts from around the world give their opinion about the state of Planet Earth in visually stunning images and commentary.  Their views on the consequences of the climatic, geographical and anthropological changes emerging now, demonstrate that a unique scenario is beginning to unfold, and witnessed globally. The film explores the latest facts and examples and leads us to the ultimate issue of how we will cope with the future.  The film is a wake up call to the world whilst we still have time to act.
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Wednesday 21 March 8.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. Continued

Chiru

Director: Xiaoyen Men

Running Time: 10 minutes

Tibet 2007
The accompanying short film (12 minutes) is a premiere about the Antelope (Chiru) on the Tibetan Plateau.  Shot 16,000 feet up, including the first film of the highest railway in the world, it explores the dangers that face the antelope from human predators. The antelope is the symbol of the forthcoming Chinese Chinese Olympics.

Live IPTV Broadcast of the Question and Answers with participating cinemas.

Thursday 22 March 12.00 p.m. to 2.00 p.m.

My Dear

Director: Gu Yaping

Running Time: 82 minutes

China 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Director

The film follows the lives and interactions of a group of young women working in the arts and living in the city.  An observational film on friendship and life.

Thursday 22 March 7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.

OurSpace

Forum Speakers: Xiao Lianwang – Haihe Economic Development Office, Tianjin; Will Cousins - David Lock Associates; 

Peter Head – Ove Arup.

Who decides, and how, on the development of our cities – ‘our space’ – three speakers with a major influence in this area talk about this timely subject. Tianjin,a city of 10.4 million (2004) North of Beiijing, is a new town that has been built around an old existing one. Ove Arup are responsible for planning the new ‘Eco-City’ Dongtan in China, - a new paradigm in urban development. David Lock Associates are very much involved in the past and present development of Milton Keynes.
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Friday 23 March 12.00 p.m. –2.00 p.m.

For Every Minute That I Live, I’ll Enjoy the 60 Seconds

Director: Zhangqing Zhan

Running Time: 85 minutes

China 2006

Post Screening Discussion with the Director

Every year there are millions of Chinese people losing their jobs. Unemployment is a worrying trend in China, and is seen as more serious than inflation. In this context, we meet Dagang, a forty year old man who has just been sacked and facing an uncertain future.

Friday 23 March 7.00 p.m. –9.00 p.m.
Accident By Design

Director: Daniel Conrad

Running Time: 50 minutes

USA 1998

One of the deepest, most universal of all human responses is the experience of beauty. What is it? Beauty is found in painting, music, literature and dance; but also in natural wilderness, mathematical equations, the structure of biological organisms, physics, and the cosmos. Accident by Design looks for common principles. The film intercuts painting, sculpture, and dance with images from science and nature, and provocative interview clips. When forms of beauty from very diverse sources are brought together by montage, the shared principles become visible. 

Seducing The Guard

Seducing The Guard
Director: Daniel Conrad
Running Time: 55 minutes
USA 1999


Every human culture makes art. Something so universal must have a purpose - what biologists call survival value. Yet our culture has marginalized art as a luxury and commercialized it as entertainment. Are we losing something vital for our survival? Using interviews with some of the leading thinkers of our time, and artwork filmed on location in the world's great museums, Seducing the Guard asks about the purpose of art and finds deep connections between art and science. The film incorporates different forms of art from diverse cultures and periods, ravishing and pan-disciplinary, it is both subtle and illuminating.
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