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CORPORATE UNIVERSITIES – PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

Research into the phenomenon of corporate universities has been carried out by the Open University Business School (OUBS). It investigates their history, the current state of the market, and possible future developments.

The research, by Professor Rob Paton and Dr Scott Taylor, has been published by the Observatory on Borderless Higher Education.

The report reviews how corporate universities have evolved to their current position where they account for millions of pounds in training costs each year. Professor Paton and Dr Taylor examine how corporate universities might develop and how they could affect, or interact, with established traditional universities in the future. They suggest three possible scenarios for corporate universities:

· as competitors to existing vocationally-oriented educational programmes

· as co-existing institutions providing training that cannot be replicated by other providers

· or as collaborators working with existing educational institutions 

The research also concludes that the growth in corporate universities since the 1980s has been stimulated by two main drivers – the need for large companies to achieve and maintain competitive advantage by becoming ‘learning organisations’ and the need to manage knowledge.
Editor’s notes

The report, Corporate Universities historical development, conceptual analysis and relations with public-sector higher education, is available by e-mailing Fiona Leslie at F.M.Leslie@open.ac.uk.
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