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CPA APPROVES NEW ROUTE INTO ACCOUNTING 

The Institute of Certified Public Accountants in Ireland (CPA) has approved the Open University Business School’s Certificate in Accounting.

The new fast-track route into the accounting profession was offered for the first time in September last year, attracting 580 students.

It covers three main themes: financial accounting, management accounting and managing organisations.

The CPA has now approved the programme and students completing the Certificate in Accounting will be exempt from the Formation 1 examination. Aspiring accountants must then complete Formation 2 and Professional levels 1 and 2 with the CPA to qualify.

The OUBS, already the largest business school in Europe, is now the largest single provider of an accounting course that has been approved by two of the world’s largest professional accounting bodies. The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) and the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA) have given the course their approval, as has the public sector accounting body, the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA). 
The certificate, which is studied over 12 months, is the first such course to be offered on a part-time, distance learning basis. Prospective students looking to start a career in finance can receive a series of six free online course samplers from the Certificate in Accounting by logging on to the school’s website at www.oubs.open.ac.uk.

OUBS Professor of Accounting Alan Sangster says the certificate is an exciting development:
 “The course was developed to fill a perceived gap in the market and we feel it has huge appeal to a range of people, from those with no first degree who are looking for a route into the accounting profession, to people working in other fields whose role requires a fundamental level of accounting skills.         
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 “The fact that the certificate has been accredited by so many accounting organisations also offers students great flexibility and endorses the quality of OUBS materials and courses,” he said. 

As with all OUBS courses, students do not require prior qualifications, and study at home or work using high quality OUBS materials including books and CD-Roms.  Every student is supported by a local tutor who offers help and advice by phone, email, post and regular tutorials. 

Students completing the Certificate in Accounting can proceed to the second of the three stages of study with CIPFA, ACCA, CIMA or the CPA. They can also proceed to the Diploma in Management stage of the OUBS MBA.

EDITOR’S NOTES

For more information, start dates and deadlines for registration, contact the OUBS Information Line on 08700 100311 or visit the website at http://oubs.open.ac.uk
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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