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NEW MSc in MANAGEMENT AND BUSINESS RESEARCH METHODS ALLOWS STUDENTS TO EARN AND LEARN
Business researchers and students planning their doctorate studies could benefit from a new MSc in Management and Business Research Methods to be offered by the Open University Business School.
The masters programme – one of a number to be launched by the School in a significant expansion of its masters suite – will provide advanced-level training in research methods. For those planning to work, or already working in a professional environment where business research forms a significant part of the work, the new programme is especially pertinent.
The programme is particularly relevant to students who intend to go on to study for a PhD and has been designed to meet the Economic and Social Research Council’s (ESRC) recognition requirements for postgraduate research training. Combining a range of courses from the School and the Open University’s Faculty of Social Sciences, the programme provides a good grounding in both quantitative and qualitative research methods. 
It is also designed to develop widely applicable skills in evaluating arguments and evidence; handling concepts and debates; analysing data; communicating effectively; and exercising independent judgement and initiative. Students are also required to design, conduct and write up their own research in a short dissertation.
Programme chair Chris Cornforth said: “The programme provides the vital combination of comprehensive grounding in research methods and the specific skills and knowledge to be an effective management researcher.”
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Students will be able to take the MSc in Management and Business Research Methods either through the distance learning route or by studying full-time. 
The three-year part-time programme will use the methods enjoyed by more than 30,000 students each year who are taking MBAs and other management qualifications with the Open University Business School.
The School offers a combination of distance learning resources that includes study materials, tutor contact and support, computer conferencing facilities and course websites. Like all OUBS courses, the unparalleled flexibility of the courses allows students to continue to work and allows them to transfer immediately the skills and knowledge they develop during their studies to their work.

Would-be students who are looking for more information are asked to call the university on 01908 653231 or visit the university’s courses website at www3.open.ac.uk/courses/ to click on the Business and Management section.
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003).

Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest alumni associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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