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ENTREPRENEURSHIP SPECIALIST IS APPOINTED TO OUBS CHAIR

Dr Colin Gray, a leading figure in research into small businesses and their effectiveness, has been appointed professor of enterprise development at the Open University Business School.

The director of pioneering research in the fields of entrepreneurial behaviour and performance, he moves from his post as senior lecturer at the School. His research interests currently focus on the use of new technologies and innovation in small and medium enterprises (SMEs). Entrepreneurship, growth and self-employment are among his other research themes and he has built a unique database of small enterprises, on which he draws during his research.

He has produced course materials at all levels in the School and created the Certificate in Small Business Management, the first formal qualification for small and medium enterprises in Britain. This led to the establishment of the first distance-taught course for new business start-ups in Russia. The course continues today with the School’s Russian partner, with hundreds of students starting new businesses or moving on to study the OUBS MBA and other programmes. He has also worked extensively on courses that focus on resource management, accounting and the foundations of senior management.

His publications include Enterprise and Culture (1998) and – as part of an OUBS team – Changing Patterns of Management Development (2001).
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He has edited six further books and is currently the editor of the NatWest Quarterly Survey of Small Business in Britain and of Small Business Issues (for the Institute for Small Business Affairs).







After working for many years as a current affairs researcher and director in the media, Prof Gray joined the Open University in 1987 as a senior lecturer in small business management. He went on to head the School’s Small Medium Enterprise Research Unit, was Director of External Affairs for the School from 1997 to 2000, and was head of the Innovation, Knowledge and Enterprise centre.

Prof Gray said of his appointment: “I am very excited by the appointment and heartened by the support I received from colleagues in the OU and elsewhere. With the enormous changes taking place in higher education in relation to enterprise, and the recent surge in interest in enterprise education, I hope that the solid work we have done in the School, plus the OU’s pioneering work in online teaching, will provide a platform for the OU to take a lead in developing really innovative approaches to enterprise development in Britain, Europe and in local communities.”

EDITOR’S NOTES

The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003).

Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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