[image: image1.png]AJ1SI9AIUN Uad( 9y



[image: image2.png]



News
For the attention of: news editors

Tuesday 11 October 2005  [PR5068]
Open University success in including everyone in education

An Open University three-year pilot programme to bring higher education to all, has seen more than two-thirds of the people across the UK who took courses succeed and go on to more study. 

Now the OU is telling the world the recipe of its success for widening participation in higher education.

In its recipe, the OU found some essential ingredients for success include: 

· making sure education is taken to where the students are, 

· finding community partners to help reach and support students

· seeing that students get face to face support in their own environment

OU partners included health providers and a range of voluntary and community organisations, social care providers and schools, which helped guide students in choosing a course, studying, childcare and help with the cost. The Open University’s Widening Participation Programme 2002-2005 operated in Belfast, Blackburn, Stockton on Tees, Nottingham and Halifax.

Among the success stories are:

Belfast – single mother Frances was part of a group that took an Openings course then moved on to a first level social science course. She had been a call centre worker before OU study.

“I just don’t ever want to have to do that again. I know I had the potential to do much more,“ is the way Frances puts it. She is now working toward a degree in social science with a goal of teaching adults.

Grandmother Ruth is a classmate of Frances: “I thought I was too old, but it’s my time and I’m going to make the most of it.”

The Belfast project started working through primary schools in the Belfast area with the aim of enhancing the economic and social well being of families through offering educational opportunities to parents. All of the students completed the first course offered. Many of the women who embarked on OU study did so in order to increase both their employment opportunities and their ability to meet the educational needs of their children. 

Stockton on Tees – “I thought it was for boffins, for people who were really educated. I didn’t realise it was more for everybody,” says OU student Denise. Denise was encouraged to become a student with The Open University through a Carers’ Centre in Stockton on Tees.  

 Bridges to Learning (B2L) is a partnership initiative in the north-east of England. Through a learning centre in Newcastle upon Tyne and an associated outreach service it offers supported learning opportunities to staff, patients, service users and carers in health and social care workplaces and community settings across the north-east.

Blackburn – Shenaz was a member of a group studying with The Open University through a cross-cultural community learning project in Blackburn.  Having completed an Openings course, she is now working towards a Foundation Degree in Early Years. “I think you shouldn’t let anything stop you from studying whether you’re a Muslim or a Western person. You can study from any culture,” says Shenaz.

The Blackburn project was a partnership between the OU and a Connecting Communities Project managed through St Martin’s College in Lancaster. The key link in this partnership was a local community development worker who had herself been an OU student.  She identified the potential benefits of OU study to Asian women who were unable to access traditional higher education institutions for cultural and domestic reasons. All of the 13 students completed their Openings course and many are now taking longer level one courses.

Halifax – Rashda and Noshila, young parents living in Halifax, were introduced to The Open University through a partnership with Sure Start. In addition to the usual flexibility and support provided through the OU’s part-time supported open learning model, regular face-to-face study support sessions with the OU project worker were provided in the Sure Start centre, supported by on-site crèche facilities. Sure Start provided assistance with course fees. 

Noshila says: “I think our parents are getting influenced from the Pakistani people around that have already got daughters who’ve become lawyers or teachers and doctors. It’s really influenced them. It’s made them think: ‘Oh we should have let our daughters go on and study.’ “

After completing an Openings course, both students are studying level one courses and both have been appointed as community ambassadors to advocate the benefits of OU study within their community.
Nottingham – Anton studied an OU short course, Studying mammals, through a partnership with his school and the OU’s Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (YASS), which has been running since 1996. Through this scheme, students in Year 12 are offered the opportunity to study a wide range of Level 1 courses in Arts, Languages, Social Sciences, Maths and Computing, Science and Technology alongside their AS levels.

“I can show people I learned independently, a skill you need in life,” says Anton. “They know you can do it.”

The pass rate for Anton’s class was 79%, 27 passes out of 34 students.

A major expansion of the Young Applicants in Schools Scheme is planned in line with the Government’s commitment to making higher education modules available to able sixth-form students as set out in the February 2005 White Paper (14 – 19 Education and Skills).  Learning and Skills Council funding is expected to become available to support this.
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