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News
For the attention of: news and business editors

Tuesday, November 8 2005  [PR5085]
Showcase event will highlight OU Business School’s research calibre
Managers and businesspeople across Milton Keynes can discover how cutting-edge university research can better inform business strategy when some keynote projects at the Open University Business School are highlighted at an event this month.
The Research Showcase event will be held at The Open University’s main campus in Milton Keynes on Wednesday, November 23 (6.45pm buffet and networking for a 7.30pm start). Speaking at the event will be:
 Professor Elizabeth Daniel, Chair of Information Management, who will report on a study recently undertaken with the Intranet Benchmarking Forum to explore the future of intranets and enterprise portals, and how these systems are likely to have significant impacts on the future of organisations;

 Dr Kirstie Ball, senior lecturer in organisational studies, who will consider the globalisation of personal data and staff performance information, particularly in outsourced call centres – and the implications of this trend on wider management;

 Professor Rob Paton, Professor of Social Enterprise, who will report on his and his colleagues’ continuing research on the uses and abuses of performance measurement, as it continues its spread into hard-to-measure areas such as service quality and social outcomes;
 Professor Mark Fenton-O’Creevy, Professor of Organisational Behaviour and the School’s Director of Programmes and Curriculum, who will draw on recent research, including his own, to discuss the transfer of management ideas and practices across national boundaries. He will go beyond simple ideas of culture to consider the ways in which national economic and social institutions affect the practice of management.

The event, hosted by the School’s Director of Research, Professor Paul Quintas, will close with a question and answer session.

Professor Quintas said the event was a first-rate opportunity for managers to learn more about the School’s research and the practical impact it could have on their organisations and the wider business sector. He added: “The School’s staff are involved in a wide range of research activities in collaboration with partner organisations in the business, public and not-for-profit sectors. Research outputs feed into the development of new management courses in our teaching programmes, which are studied by thousands of managers in the UK, across Europe and beyond. Our research also serves to better inform business strategy in meeting the needs and challenges of management practice.
“Building on our success in management education, the OU Business School continues to develop a significant research capability that ensures its place in the major league of triple-accredited business schools.”
The event is organised by the OU Business School MBA Alumni Association. Admission will cost £10. To make a booking, click on the Events section at www.open.ac.uk/oubs-alumni or call 01908 652097. 
Editor’s Notes
The Research Showcase event will be held in the Berrill Lecture Theatre at The Open University’s Walton Hall campus in Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA.

The Open University Business School is one of Europe’s leading business schools and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported open learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold the prestigious triple of:
 accreditation from the US-based AACSB International; 
 the EQUIS quality kitemark from the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd); 
 and accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) for its MBA.
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