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Morgan
WAREHOUSE SURPLUS OUTLET
www.morgancomputers.co.uk

MAIL ORDER SALES LINE
0870 126 4832

ALL STOCK BRAND NEW UNLESS STATED

MasterCard

BARCLAYCARD

��

CENTRAL LONDON
64-72 New Oxford Street
London WC1A 1AX
Tel 020 7255 2115
Fax 020 7436 6285

BIRMINGHAM
34 Edgbaston Centre, Hagley
Road, Birmingham B16 8SH
Tel 0121 452 1141
Fax 0121 455 6855

WEST LONDON
Unit 25 Derby Road
Metropolitan Ctr UB6 8UJ
Tel 020 8575 0055
Fax 020 8575 7985

MANCHESTER
Unit 11-12 Station Approach
Manchester M1 2GH
Tel 0161 237 1111
Fax 0161 237 3146

BUSINESS HOURS
Monday-Friday 9.00am-5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm
Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm

Stock and prices subject to change, E&OE.

COMPAQ SR1119

TOSHIBA A60-692

DON’T MISS OUT!
THE MORGAN FLYER
FREE EVERY MONTH
Giant monthly price list packed full with
all the latest surplus, end of line and
closeout computer hardware.

CALL 0870 126 4832
FAX 0121 456 5564

FACTORY RE-WORK
AMD 64 3000+ chip
DVD-RW/CD-RW
80GB hard disk
128MB graphics
AMD Athlon 64 3000+ (2.0GHz) chip,
DVD-RW/CD-RW combo, 512MB
RAM, nVidia FX5200 graphics, 56K/
LAN ports, USB 2/Firewire interface,
Windows XP Home. 1 year HP wty.

£39999 EX £46999 Inc VAT

WITH DVD-R/-RW DRIVE
Intel P4 2.8GHz chip
256MB DDR RAM
40GB hard drive
15” TFT screen
With Intel Pentium 4 518 HT chip,  
DVD re-writer drive, 15” TFT colour
screen, 56K/LAN/USB 2 ports, 64MB
ATi graphics (shared), Win XP Home.
Toshiba Class 1 stock - 1 year wty.

£49999 EX £58749 Inc VAT

12” x 9” WORKING AREA
3 button mouse
Wireless pen
PC or Mac
USB interface
Trust large USB graphics tablet, ideal
for drawing/sketching/image editing,
comfortable wireless pen & mouse,
transparent overlay for tracing. Brand
new stock - inc batteries and software.

£4999 EX £5874 Inc VAT

GRAPHICS TABLET

ADVENT 3.6GHz PC
FACTORY RE-WORK STOCK
Intel P4 HT chip
DVD & DVD-RW
256MB graphics
2 x 250GB drives
T9401 with Intel P4 HT 3.6GHz chip,
1GB DDR RAM, 2 x 250GB SATA hdd,
ATi X600 XT 256MB graphics, 7-in-1
card reader, 56K/LAN/WiFi/USB2 &
Firewire, Win XP Home. 1 year wty.

£59999 EX £70499 Inc VAT

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

FROM
10AM - 4PM
OUR GREENFORD

BRANCH IS CLOSED
AT WEEKENDS
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TOSHIBA A60-157
WITH DVD±R/±RW DRIVE

Intel P4 3.2GHz chip
512MB DDR RAM
60GB hard drive
15” TFT screen
With Intel Pentium 4 538 HT chip, 
multi-format DVD re-writer, 15” TFT
screen, 56K/LAN/USB 2 ports, 64MB
ATi graphics (shared), Win XP Home.
Toshiba Class 1 stock - 1 year wty.

£62999 EX £74024 Inc VAT

PALM M130 PDA
COLOUR SCREEN PALMTOP
Slim/stylish design
Pen stylus input
Grafitti writing area
8MB RAM installed
PDA with superb colour screen, SD/
MMC expansion slot, “Grafitti” text
input, calender, organiser, to-do list
& more, uses Palm OS 4.1. Factory
re-work, plain boxed, 1 year warranty.

£4999 EX £5874 Inc VAT

SAMSUNG ML-2250
22 PAGES/MIN LASER
Small footprint
1200 x 1200 dpi
16MB memory
Parallel & USB
Samsung mono laser printer, max 
22 pages/min, 1200 x 1200 dpi res,
hi-speed USB 2 & parallel interface,
toner save mode (up to 40%). Brand 
new stock with 1 year Samsung wty.

£7999 EX £9399 Inc VAT

14 PAGES/MIN PRINTER
500 sheet tray
600 x 600 dpi
4MB memory
Parallel & USB
Tally mono laser printer, 14 pages/min
output, 600 x 600 print res, 500 sheet
paper tray, 4MB RAM installed (max
68MB), HP PCL 6 emulation. Brand 
new stock with 1 year hot-swap wty.

£5999 EX £7049 Inc VAT

TALLY T9114 LASER

FACTORY RE-WORK
Celeron D 325 chip
CD-RW/DVD drive
40GB hard disk
Modem and LAN
With Intel Celeron 2.53GHz processor,
CD-RW/DVD ROM combo, 256MB
RAM, integrated Intel graphics, 56K/,
LAN ports, USB 2/Firewire interface,
Windows XP Home. 1 year HP wty.

£26999 EX £31724 Inc VAT

HP PAVILION A608.UK

COMPACT DESIGN
2 colour screen
USB drive facility
Voice rec mode
Mega 515: 256MB, Built-in FM radio,
Li-Ion battery & charger, Brand new.

Mega 521: 512MB, FM radio, Li-Ion
battery, pedometer mode, Brand new.

£8499 EX £9986 Inc VAT

£6499 EX £7636 Inc VAT

MSI MP3 PLAYERS

KINGSTON USB DRIVES
FLASH STORAGE
No drivers req for XP
Hi-speed USB 2.0
128MB USB flash storage, ideal for
quickly transferring files between PCs.
Brand new stock with 5 year warranty

£999 EX £1174 Inc VAT

256MB capacity drive, ideal for larger
file sizes ....... £16.99 (£19.96 inc VAT)
512MB high capacity USB drive, great
for backups £24.99 (£29.36 inc VAT)

EXTERNAL DVD±RW
DUAL LAYER TECHNOLOGY
Multi-format drive
Up to 8x burning
Ideal for backups
USB 2.0 interface
Freecom external 8x drive, dual format
compatible (±R/RW), store up to 8.5GB
on a dual layer DVD, hi-speed USB 2.0
interface, inc DVD burning software,
CD-RW compatible. Brand new stock.

£6499 EX £7636 Inc VAT

CANON SCANNERS
GRADE A CANON REFURBS
USB 2 interface
Film scanning
1 year warranty
CanoScan 3200f: 1200 x 2400 dpi,
35mm film/slide adaptor, z-lid design.

CanoScan 5000f: 2400 x 4800 dpi,
35mm film/slide adaptor, z-lid design.

£3499 EX £4111 Inc VAT

£6999 EX £8224 Inc VAT

PHOTO QUALITY INKJET
4800 x 1200 dpi res 
Up to 18 pages/min
Single ink system 
Parallel and USB
Canon high res colour printer - ideal for
photos, borderless prints up to A4.
Grade A refurb stock - 1 year warranty.
i560: spec as above but 22ppm (max)
& direct print port. £49.99 (£58.74 Inc) 

CANON i550 PRINTER 

£3999 EX £4699 Inc VAT

THE BUG - DAB
STYLISH DIGITAL RADIO
Pause, rewind &
rec digital radio
SD card slot
Alarm function 
More stations and interference free
sound, optical-out for recording to
mini disc etc, large backlit LCD display.
Grade A stock - 1 year PURE warranty.
Available in white and graphite finish.

£8499 EX £9986 Inc VAT

KONICA KD-420z
COMPACT DIGITAL CAMERA
4 megapixel
5cm macro
Metal casing
3x optical zoom
2408 x 1758 dpi images, 3x optical 
zoom lens, built-in flash, 1.5” TFT,
movie clip capture with sound, lithium
Ion battery, sliding lens cover. Brand
new stock with full 1 year warranty

£9999 EX £11749 Inc VAT

i865 PHOTO PRINTER
WITH CD PRINT FACILITY
4800 x 1200 dpi res 
Up to 23 pages/min
Direct-print option
Borderless printing
High resolution colour inkjet printer,
borderless prints up to A4, direct print
option for compatible Canon digital
cameras, prints on printable CD-Rs.
Grade A refurb stock - 1 year warranty.

£7999 EX £9399 Inc VAT

KONICA KD-30M

MORGAN GIANT ILLUSTRATED PRICELIST
POCKET SIZED CAMERA
Just 14mm thin!
TFT colour screen
Built-in auto flash
Sliding lens cover
Konica C2 - 1.2 megapixel digital 
camera, bright 1.6” viewing screen,
optical viewfinder, movie clips and
macro mode, 14MB memory, USB
interface. Brand new, 1 year warranty.

£3999 EX £4699 Inc VAT

KONICA DIGITAL

VALUE DIGITAL CAMERA
3 megapixel
TFT screen
Built-in flash
Movie clip rec
Ideal for ‘fun snaps’, 4x digital zoom,
built-in flash, 1.6” colour TFT, movie
clip capture, 16MB integrated memory,
uses SD cards, inc batteries & pouch.
Brand new stock with full 1 year wty.

£4999 EX £5874 Inc VAT

ADVENT MEDIA CENTRE

OLYMPUS DIGITAL
C-350 COMPACT CAMERA
3 megapixel
3x zoom lens
Built-in flash
Movie clip rec
Easy to use digital camera, 2048 x 
1536 dpi images, 3x optical zoom,
macro mode, auto flash, colour TFT,
movie clip capture, includes xD card.
Grade A Olympus refurb - 1 year wty.

£6999 EX £8224 Inc VAT

COMPAQ NC4000
IDEAL FOR BUSINESS USE
Pentium M chip
256MB RAM
30GB hard drive
Windows XP Pro
Intel Pentium M 1.5GHz processor, 
256MB DDR RAM, 12.1” TFT colour
screen, 56K/LAN/USB ports, SD card
slot, MS Win XP Pro, weighs just
1.59kg. Brand new with 3 yr warranty.

£54999 EX £64624 Inc VAT

FACTORY RE-WORK STOCK
AMD XP 3000+
DVD re-writer
128MB graphics
XP Media Centre
MC3020, AMD Athlon 2.167GHz chip,
512MB DDR RAM, 160GB hard drive,
nVidia 128MB graphics, 7-in-1 card
reader, 56K/LAN/USB2 & Firewire,
Win XP Media Centre Ed. 1 year wty.

£39999 EX £46999 Inc VAT
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Published by: The Open University. 

The editorial content of this magazine was 
correct at the time of going to press. No part
of this publication may be reproduced in any
form without the prior permission of the 
publishers. 

Views expressed in articles are those of 
the contributors and not necessarily of
sesame or The Open University. 
Publication of an advertisment or loose 
insert in sesame does not imply Open
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COMMENT CONTENTS

CHANGING a tried and trusted format is always a bit of a gamble and we must admit to a
few nerves as we waited for your reaction to the first new-look sesame. In fact the
response has been overwhelmingly positive. 

Top of the list of your comments was that the new format is more durable and easier to 
handle; particularly handy for one correspondent who likes to read it in the bath. You found the
new design attractive and felt that the layout makes it easier to find your way around.

But nothing’s perfect. We’ve already addressed some of your comments in this issue by 
moving the Letters page up nearer the front and making sure we include some science 
questions in the crossword, which we’re making a regular feature. And for those readers who
were unhappy about the ‘political’ content in the Interview, we should say that sesame will
remain a platform for the views of all Open University students; but as a publication we are
politically neutral, except where we see politics has a direct bearing on the welfare of 
students, as in the issue of student funding (see News page 5).

Please keep your comments coming. Let us know what you think about what we print, and let
us know if there’s something you'd like to see included which isn’t. 

In the next, Summer, issue we'll be carrying out a survey of your views on sesame magazine
and the website. Oh no, not another questionnaire, we hear you cry, but we hope as many 
readers as possible will take the time to respond because this is the most representative way
for us to canvass your opinions.

Finally: in the Summer sesame we are looking to feature a Debate on summer schools – what
use are they, and is the move away from compulsory summer schools a loss or gain? So if you
have strong views on the subject, and think you might like to expand on them in print, please
get in touch.

Yvonne Cook, Editor
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NEWS More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

OPEN University space scientists celebrated their greatest 
ever success by landing a probe on Saturn’s largest 
moon, Titan. 

Huygens’ successful completion of its seven-year, two billion-mile
journey ended in January with it landing further away from Earth than
any previous probe or craft in the history of space exploration – and
the fact we can see and hear information from Titan is down to 
equipment designed by scientists from The Open University.

The OU’s Planetary and Space Sciences Research Institute (PSSRI)

played a vital role in the building of the Huygen’s Surface Science
Package, which records properties of the landing site and the 
atmosphere. The PSSRI team has also contributed to a Cosmic Dust
Analyser and the probe’s “accelerometry subsystem”, which 
determined the density of the moon's upper atmosphere.

“I feel like an explorer discovering a new world – in fact I think I can
claim to be one!” said OU professor John Zarnecki, who is the lead 
scientist gathering surface data. Photographs taken during Huygens’
descent show valleys and possible seas or lakes, and other data 
suggests the temperature on Titan is about -180ºC.

The probe landed among grapefruit-sized rocks that are probably
frozen balls of ice. “The rocks are resting on beds that have the 
consistency of wet clay or sand, or crème brûlée,” added Professor
Zarnecki. “This 
suggests the soil
might consist of
crushed water ice
mixed with liquid methane and an oily, tarry substance made of more 
complex hydrocarbon molecules. I am desperate to get back to the 
science data which I hope will reveal more of what the enigmatic Titan
consists of.”

Huygens was carried to Titan by European Space Agency ESA/NASA
craft Cassini, which was launched from Cape Canaveral in 1997, and
had investigated Venus and Jupiter before unloading its probe at the
edge of Saturn's orbit.

Professor Zarnecki said: “It is a tremendous privilege to be part of
an international team which has sent a spacecraft to another body in
the solar system and for our instrument, designed and built in the UK,
to be the first point of contact with Titan’s surface.”

The success is a huge boost for the OU’s space scientists a year
after Professor Colin Pillinger’s Beagle 2 craft failed to make 
contact from Mars. To find out the latest from the Huygens project
visit http://cepsar.open.ac.uk To hear sounds and see images from
Titan go to http://saturn.esa.int

Titanic success for OU

“I feel like an explorer 
discovering a new world”

THE quality of Open University teaching
received a glowing endorsement when the OU
topped the table of universities which will
host the government’s new excellence in
teaching centres.

The OU is one of only two universities in
England (the other is Plymouth) to be 
awarded funding to establish four Centres for
Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETLs).

The two main aims of CETLs are to ‘reward
excellent teaching practice’, and to further
invest in that practice to benefit students,
teachers and institutions, according to the
funding body, the Higher Education Funding
Council for England. Those to be established
at the OU are in: 

� Work-based Learning for Professional
Development, which will look at professional
learning and student employability, building
on the work that has been going on in the 
university’s health, education and business
programmes.
� Open Learning of Mathematics, Science,
Computing and Technology, which will 
develop improved student support methods
for the 90,000-plus OU students who are 
currently studying maths, science or 
technology courses.
� Personalised, Integrated Learning Support
which will build on the university’s expertise
in supporting a diverse student population.

� Innovative Physics Teaching, which is a 
collaboration with the Universities of
Leicester and Reading, and will devise new
ideas for the teaching of physics and 
astronomy.

The OU is also a partner in a fifth CETL, 
led by Newcastle University, focusing on
Inclusion in Contemporary Music Culture.

“This success is a reflection of the high
regard in which the quality of The Open
University’s teaching is held both nationally
and internationally,” said the OU’s 
Vice-Chancellor Brenda Gourley. 

The OU CETLs are expected to start work
this spring.

OU is top of the (teaching) class

Artist’s impression of the Huygens probe’s descent Picture: ESA-D. DUCROS
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Open Day is 18 June

OU Open Day is at the Walton Hall
campus, Milton Keynes on Saturday
18 June this year. From 11am to 5pm
academic units will be hosting displays
and activities to showcase their 
teaching and research. There will be
food on sale, activities to interest all
ages and a chance to unwind with
entertainment on campus from 8pm 
to midnight. Visitors can camp on 
campus from Friday 17 June from 6pm
until 12 noon on Sunday 19 June, for 
a one-off charge of £5 per tent or 
caravan. For further details  see
www.open.ac.uk/ and updates will also
be available on the sesame website
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

Anyone for golf?

STUDENTS and alumni are invited to
join staff for a day of golf in the fifth
Annual Open University Staff and
Student Golf Challenge. It takes place
at the OU’s home course, The
Millbrook, Bedfordshire, on Thursday
19 May. A fun nine-hole scramble 
will be followed by the main event –
individual, full handicap Stableford
over 18 holes. The day’s golf plus lunch
costs only £20. Students and alumni
with current handicaps can enter by
contacting Andy Harding, Faculty of
Technology, OU, Walton Hall MK7 6AA,
email a.v.harding@open.ac.uk or
phone +44 (0)1908 653328. Places
will be allocated strictly on a first
come, first served basis. 

New government systems course

A NEW OU course is helping to shape
policies in Whitehall. T188 Making
policies work: systems thinking in 
government and management is a
result of OU systems expert
Professor Jake Chapman’s work
reviewing government working 
methods. The 10-point course, 
which starts in May and again in
October offers a brief tour of the 
OU’s whole systems curriculum.

TV lecture on Hitler

HOW did Adolf Hitler rise to power?
This is one of the questions explored
in the Open University Annual Lecture,
to be broadcast on BBC4 in April 30.
Professor Sir Ian Kershaw, one of 
the world's leading authorities on the
life of the Nazi leader, will give the 
60-minute address. 
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More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

PEOPLE who study 
part-time are to get
more government help

to pay their fees.
The Department for

Education and Skills has
pledged to raise the maximum
amount students can claim in
financial assistance from
£575 to £885 per year, along
with an annual course grant 
of £250.

It’s welcome news for OU
students as their university
still waits to hear how 
government and the Higher
Education Funding Council for
England (HEFCE) will respond
to its case for additional 
support when top-up fees are
introduced across the sector.

The financial assistance 
initiative, announced recently
by Higher Education Minister
Dr Kim Howells, will for the
first time link the amount of
cash given to the “intensity” of
study – meaning that, for

example, those who study 75
per cent of the time can claim
more money than those 
studying 50 per cent.

The increase comes in from
September, with single 
students qualifying for full
support if they earn less than
£14,970 a year. Students with
partners can earn up to
£16,970 and still claim, and
the threshold is higher still for
those with dependent 
children. Those who earn more
than these sums may still
qualify for partial support.

Commitment?
Dr Howells announced the
changes by saying: “This 
government was the first 
to provide financial support
for part-time students 
and we are honouring our 
commitment to do even more
to support them. The needs of
part-time students are very
different from their full-time 

counterparts and… our 
policy of having separate
arrangements for part-time
students is the right one.”

But the OU is still waiting 
to hear just how much 
of a “commitment” the 
government will show 
part-time students over the
thorny issue of top-up fees.
HEFCE was due to announce
towards the end of February –
after sesame went to press –
whether it would compensate
the OU for the substantial
financial disadvantage it will
face when the fees are 
introduced at conventional
universities.

The OU argues that allowing
other universities to charge
top-up fees for the full-time
courses – to be introduced 
in 2006 – will give those 
institutions significantly better
resources to invest in 
teaching and learning. 

Part-timers’ cash boost

TONY Blair dubbed the OU’s space science 
programme “fantastic” on a recent visit to 
the university’s Walton Hall campus in Milton
Keynes in February.

He told Professor John Zarnecki of the 
OU’s Planetary and Space Sciences Research
Institute (PSSRI) that the university’s 
involvement in the successful Cassini-Huygens
mission to Saturn’s moon Titan was “a great
piece of work”.

Mr Blair said he was fascinated to learn 
that Titan could teach scientists about the 
formation of the Earth. “I’ve learned so much
here today,” he said. “I missed out on science at
school.”

The Prime Minister’s visit, during which he
met the OU’s Vice-Chancellor Brenda Gourley,
was part of a countrywide tour in the run-up to
a general election. He took part in a live 
television discussion on campus for Five News.

The PM learns about science from 
Professor Zarnecki (right)

PM gets science lesson
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NEWS More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

Culture club
Library even more open

THE Open University Library and
Learning Resources Centre at Milton
Keynes has extended its opening
hours. Access to the Library’s 
extensive reference and lending 
collections and study facilities is 
available until 9pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and all day on Saturdays.
More details and access to online
resources is available 24 hours a day
at www.open.ac.uk/library (click on
‘Walton Hall’ for full details of 
extended opening).

Sponsor a robot

OU tutor Nicky Hughes is inspiring a
generation of girls to turn to technology.
The East of England region tutor
coaches teams to take part in 
international robotics competitions as
part of her job as an ICT teacher at
Amberfield School near Ipswich. Her
two RoboDance teams made it to the
UK Finals of the RoboCupJunior in
2004; the girls are hoping to repeat
their success by qualifying to 
represent the UK at RoboCup 2005 to
be held in Osaka, Japan in July. If 
you can offer help or advice on 
sponsorship, please contact Nicky at
nah42@tutor.open.ac.uk

Fiona’s cycling for Mencap

SHEFFIELD Psychology student Fiona
Mitchell is training to take part in a
250-mile cycle ride through China to
raise money for the charity Mencap.
Fiona, who is studying with the OU to
enable a career change from engineer
to educational psychologist, has been
a volunteer worker for Mencap since
she was a teenager. For more about
her ride, or to sponsor her, visit
www.smurftastic.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk

Open Eye in The Independent

THE OU Alumni office extends a warm
welcome to all new students and best
wishes for your studies. Passing your
course will mean you are eligible to
become a member of the OU Alumni
Association, a community of more than
two million former students of the OU.
The Alumni Association bulletin Open
Eye is printed in The Independent
newspaper on the first Tuesday of
every month, with stories and news
about the OU of interest to alumni and
students. Why not get yourself a copy?
Next issue on the newsstands 5 April. 

THE Open University will be supporting a
number of cultural leaders this year to
bring thought-provoking events to a

wider audience. 
Brighton Festival 7 - 29 May brings the best

in world dance, theatre, classical and 
contemporary music as well as books and
debates and street arts. On Saturday 14 May,
The Open University will be supporting one 
of the highlights of the Festival, a screening 
of the powerful film Battleship Potemkin at
The British Engineerium, Hove. The film will 
be accompanied by a world premiere 
performance of a newly commissioned score
composed by Ed Hughes and performed by the
New Music Players. For further information
call the Box Office on +44 (0)1273 709709 or
visit www.brighton-festival.org.uk

Hay Festival 27 May – 5 June attracts
85,000 people from all over the world to join a
carnival celebration of ideas and stories. This
year’s programme of more than 300 hundred
events features Buzz Aldrin, Jung Chang,
Goldie Hawn, Spike Lee, Monty Roberts,
Joseph Rotblat, Simon Singh, Alexander
McCall Smith and Jon Snow. The OU will be

supporting a number of Festival events 
including a series of Breakfast Talks. For 
further details please call the box office on
0870 990 1299 or visit www.hayfestival.com

Cheltenham Science Festival 8 - 12 June is
on the theme of Other Worlds, and high 
profile names attending including guest 
director David Puttnam, best-selling author
Philip Pullman, journalist John Humphrys and
cosmologist Lisa Randall. The Open University
is working in partnership to present two
thought-provoking events: 

Climate Change, on Thursday 9 June, will be
one of the key events of the Festival and will
feature the Chief Scientific Advisor to the
Government, Sir David King. The Science
Curriculum, on Saturday 11 June, presented 
in association with The Institute of Ideas, 
will debate the focus of the new science 
curriculum.

OU students can benefit from priority 
booking and discounts on a selection of
Cheltenham Science Festival events. For 
further information please contact the Box
Office on +44 (0)1242 227979 or visit 
www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk

But institutions such as the
OU that teach only part-time 
students will not have 
access to this money. The
Government has suggested
the university should bridge
the gap by raising its fees, but
the OU claims that if fees
were to rise to keep pace with
the full-time sector, it would
lose a great number of 
students – many of whom are
from the very group that the
Government most wants to
encourage into education.

Government has asked the
Funding Council to review
how teaching and learning is
funded across the sector as a
whole, but as this does not
solve the immediate problem
for the university, the OU has
asked the Council for a ‘first

aid’ solution to meet the
shortfall, to give it the 
same financial stability as 
traditional universities until
the outcome of the review of
funding is in place.

The request amounts to
some £48million over 
the first two years when 
the new top-up fees regime 
is introduced, and the 
OU’s Vice-Chancellor Brenda
Gourley and her team 
presented the case to a 
special subgroup of the
Funding Council at the end of
January. 

Meanwhile the university
has gained the support of
many Members of Parliament
and Members of the House 
of Lords, who are lobbying
Ministers on the university’s

behalf. The Vice-Chancellor
has also asked for a meeting
with Education Secretary
Ruth Kelly .

“If no further funding is
made available to the 
university, we shall certainly
be asking students to 
raise the matter with their
MPs as we approach 
the election,” said Joan 
Jones, President of the 
Open University Students
Association.

The decision of the 
HEFCE board will be posted
on the sesame website as
soon as it is available.
Visit www.open.ac.uk/sesame

The Open University’s
Financial Assistance Advice
Line number is +44 (0)1908
653411.

Part-timers’ cash boost
from page 5
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Wanted: stagestruck students
A NEW partnership between The Open University and the 

internationally renowned theatre company dreamthinkspeak 
is offering OU students the opportunity to be part of three

exciting theatre projects in Brighton, Edinburgh and London this year
Volunteers are wanted for all levels of the productions, from 

performance to technical theatre design and filming. All that is
required is an interest in live theatre and willingness to attend a small
number of rehearsals and live performances.

“Enthusiasm is more important than experience with these projects,”
said the OU’s Jakki Hall. “dreamthinkspeak are skilled at working with
volunteers and tailor the level of involvement to the individual. 

“This is a great opportunity for OU students to work closely with a
professional theatre company.” 

dreamthinkspeak’s 2005 UK tour will include Underground, based
on Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment at the Theatre Royal as part
of the Brighton Festival from 24 - 28 May, (for tickets call +44
(0)1273 709 709); and at Clerkenwell Vaults London, 10 - 29 October
(for tickets call 0845 120 7511); and Don’t Look Back (based on the
myth of Orpheus and Eurydice) at Register House as part of the
Edinburgh Festival from 22 - 27 August (for tickets call +44 (0)131
226 0000).

To find out more about volunteering contact Ros Hall on +44
(0)1273 680 159 or email ros@dreamthinkspeak.com For more 
information on the company visit www.dreamthinkspeak.com

More news online at
www.open.ac.uk/sesame

Eurydice slips into the underworld in Don’t Look Back
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RESEARCHPVC’S VIEW

Worldwide
community of
OU students
DO you know about the hidden, but
growing community of OU students?
While you are probably aware that
students in Western Europe take OU
courses you may not know that there
are students studying OU materials in
Russia, Singapore, South Africa and
Greece – to name but a few. 

The recently established Arab Open
University (AOU), aims to reach out 
to all Arab states and extend 
opportunities for higher education to
thousands of people – both men and
women. The OU played a key role in
helping to set it up, and in adapting
OU courses. Through our Open
University Validation Services we
guided it towards becoming an
“accredited institution”.

Two-way learning
In mid-January I led a delegation of
senior OU staff to the first OU-Arab
partnership conference in Kuwait. We
discussed quality assurance, 
assessment, infrastructure and 
systems support, curriculum 
innovation and how students were
responding to this new way of studying.
It was a chance for us to learn from
their experience. It was also an 
exciting encounter with Arab academics
driven by a desire to create a high
quality distance learning institution. 

All this reinforces the point that
studying the OU way can help to
widen opportunities for people all
over the world. It reminds us that
learning from our partners can enrich
OU study for all students. In the UK
we are also reaching out to diverse
cultural and social groups. 

It highlights how the “extended
family” of the OU continues to grow –
and not only through distance 
learning. In addition to institutions
like AOU which use OU courses 
there are thousands of students 
taking OU validated courses 
through face-to-face-teaching in 
OU-accredited institutions.

So as you travel in the UK or abroad
you are even more likely to bump into
a fellow enthusiast for the OU!

Linda Jones, Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Curriculum and Awards)

Ghosts in the
machine
Beneath the modern, workaday façade presented by our cities, lurks
something very strange. OU urban and cultural geographer Dr Steve
Pile has been investigating urban ghosts. By Yvonne Cook

PEOPLE in cities are meant to be 
objective, rational, above superstition.
Modernity was meant to have 

eliminated things like belief in ghosts. But it
simply isn’t so,” Steve Pile asserts.

His research in three cities – London,
Singapore and New Orleans – has shown they
are simply teeming with haunted sites. A 
catalogue of spooky experiences is recorded
in his new book, Real Cities, which has raised
eyebrows among some colleagues who doubt
that the supernatural can be the subject of
serious academic
research. 

Dr Pile disagrees.
“Geographers for some
time have been 
interested in how people
respond to places. I am particularly interested
in the role of fantasy and imagination in the
production of places.”

Ghosts are almost always associated with a
particular place – and with some kind of 
traumatic past event. “In Singapore, quite a
lot are associated with the Japanese 
occupation of 1942 - 1945,” Dr Pile said.

“In the Raffles Hotel, where some of the
rooms were used by the Japanese security
police, people hear screams. There are regular
sightings of ghosts at Alexandra Hospital,
where the Japanese killed doctors, nurses and
patients.”

Ghosts don’t just haunt places which are old
or spooky, he said. “There are a lot of 
apparitions in Singapore reported in new
tower blocks. It usually turns out that the
block was built on the site of an old cemetery.”

In London, ghosts often inhabit buildings
built on the site of ‘plague pits’, where 
the bodies of victims of the dreadful 
seventeenth-century epidemic were buried en
masse. “People have seen ghost rats, and
ghost flies emerging from the ground and
swarming round,” said Dr Pile. Titled ghosts
are quite common ‘aristocrats who have
jumped off tall buildings or died in various

other horrible ways’, and ghosts connected
with the wartime Blitz.

In New Orleans, on the other hand, 
hauntings tend reflect the influence of the
city’s French past and its association with
slavery. “Julie, a ghost who was the 
slave-mistress of a French-Creole gentleman
appears on the top floor balcony of 732 Royal
Street,” said Dr Pile. 

“One day the gentleman’s family called
unexpectedly and he asked Julie to go out
onto the balcony and wait while he told his

family about their love.
She was almost naked –
in some stories 
completely naked – and it
was a winter’s night. She
waited and waited but he

never came, and eventually she died of cold.”
Ghosts are associated with the feeling that

‘something bad has not gone away’, Dr Pile 
suggests. “On the one hand ghosts are quite 
reassuring, because they suggest there is an
afterlife. On the other hand they are recalling
something about the past which is still 
troubling.” In the case of Julie ‘the traumas
associated with slavery are being replayed’.
And while the great fires that swept New
Orleans and gave rise to many ghost stories
are history, New Orleans residents still live
with the knowledge that their city is very 
vulnerable to fire.

“I cannot prove it, but I would guess every
city in the world has ghost stories,” Dr Pile
said. And not just ghosts – New Orleans and
London are both riddled with vampires.
Budapest, on the other hand, is packed with
angels. But do sophisticated city-dwellers
really believe the stories they tell?

In one well-known experiment conducted by
psychologist Professor Richard Wiseman, a
group of students were taken down to the
Edinburgh catacombs and dotted about in 
different locations. About one-third reported
feeling some kind of unusual sensation; and,
spookily, they were most likely to be in the

“

“New Orleans and London 
are both riddled with vampires.

Budapest on the other hand 
is packed with angels”
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Is Your Memory
Like a Sieve?

A FAMOUS international publisher reports
that there is a simple technique for acquir-
ing a powerful memory which could pay you
real dividends in both business and social
advancement. It could work like magic to
give you added poise, self-confidence and
greater popularity.

According to this publisher, many people
do not realise how much they could influ-
ence others simply by remembering accu-
rately everything they see, hear or read.
Whether in business, at social functions, or
even in casual conversation with new
acquaintances, there are ways in which you
could dominate each situation simply by
your ability to remember.

For example, you need never forget
another appointment — ever! You could
learn names, faces, facts, figures and for-
eign languages faster than you ever thought
possible. Whole books and plays may be
indelibly imprinted on your memory after a
single reading. You could be more successful
in your studies and examinations. At par-
ties and dinners you may never again be at
a loss for appropriate words or entertaining
stories. In fact, you could be more poised
and self-confident in everything you say and
do. These are only a few of the ways in
which you could benefit by possessing a
trained memory.

To acquaint all readers of Sesame with the
easy-to-follow rules for developing skill in
remembering, we, the publishers, have
printed full details of this interesting home-
study method in a fascinating booklet,
“Adventures in Memory”, sent free on
request. Either phone 0800 298 7070 (free in
the U.K.) or send an e-mail to
‘SSM55E@bowdenhall.com’. Or simply post
the Free Memory Booklet coupon on the
right (no stamp is needed if posted in the
U.K.).

WHAT THIS FREE BOOKLET
COULD SHOW YOU

How to remember names, faces, facts,
and figures!

How to earn more — get a better job!
How to learn faster!
How to concentrate and overcome

absent-mindedness!
How to increase your personal efficiency!
How to speak fluently without notes!
How to succeed in examinations!

To: Memory and Concentration Studies,
(Dept. SSM55T), FREEPOST, Marple,
Stockport, SK6 6YA.

NAME.............................................................................

ADDRESS......................................................................

.......................................................................................

..........................................Postcode.............................

(Mr./Mrs./Miss)

No stamp needed in U.K.

POST TODAY OR CALL 0800 298 7070 FREE
OR E-mail: SSM55E@bowdenhall.com

with your name and postal address

Free Memory Booklet

Please send me your free “Adventures in Memory”
booklet.

Advertisement

Forget names, faces?

locations where ghostly happenings had been reported in the past.
“Even where people don’t want to believe it, some part of them 

cannot dismiss the possibility,” Dr Pile said. “This may be because we
do not really know the truth – to prove that ghosts do not exist is
very difficult.”

Deal with the past
He believes those involved in shaping our cities should take people’s
leanings towards the supernatural on board. 

“Firstly, we do not pay enough attention to the irrational. There
may be lots of ways in which we can create slightly magical places.

“Secondly, very often ghosts are associated with the sense that
something bad happened in the past which we have not dealt with.
Maybe we need to think about memorialising events, or apologising.

“In New Orleans there is this huge legacy of slavery which is not
really talked about. Maybe they need to deal with it in a better way.
Otherwise the ghosts will just keep coming back.”

Dr Steve Pile is on the course team for DD205 Living in a 
globalised world, which launches in 2006.

Real Cities: Modernity, Space and Phantasmagorias of City Life is
published by Sage Publications. £21.99.

The spread of modernity has not dented belief in ghosts and spirits                          Picture: Yvonne Cook

Can ghosts be the subject of serious academic study?
Write or email your views to sesame.
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LETTERS

Never too old
IN October 2000 a small
insignificant advertisement
came through my letter box.
Four years later I have a BA
degree from The Open
University. I will continue taking
the OU courses as long as I am
able to; I love every bit of them.

Electra Gray (aged 83)
Bedfordshire

Hype not Hawking
IT is always good to see OU 

students using their initiative,
but your profile of Ron Larter
(sesame 224, p.15) goes well
beyond the acceptable 
boundaries of media hype. Ron
has not “astonished the science
world”, to do that he would have
had to publish a scientific paper,
which would need to contain 
reasoned argument based on
established scientific facts, it
would also need to have been
peer-reviewed by fellow 
scientists.

Ron Larter has merely posted
some rather unconventional
ideas onto a website, and the

fact that this has attracted the
attention of a few like-minded
people hardly places him on a
par with Stephen Hawking.

If we are to publicly challenge
the status quo it must be from
the standpoint of a thorough
knowlege of our chosen field.
Happily the OU can give us a
start in the process of acquiring
that knowledge, and Ron has now
embarked on that path. I wish
him every success. 

Jim Grozier
Secretary, Fusion (The Open

University Physics Society)

English PGCE wanted
I AM an OU student aiming at a
BA (Hons) in English Literature
and Language. My aim is to
become a secondary teacher of
English. Despite English being
identified by the Government as
a shortage subject the OU does
not offer an English PGCE. If I
continue to follow the OU route,
I will not receive my final degree
result until December 2006, and
will then face nine months wait
to study PGCE at a ‘traditional’
university – needing the result
before I can start the course. I
now face the prospect of having
to give up on OU study and 
follow the ‘traditional’ university
route. 

Can anyone tell me whether
the English PGCE will be offered
in order that I (and I’m sure other
students) can make an informed
choice as to future study plans?

Jackie Vallerius
Northampton

Too much art
I ENJOYED doing the crossword
in the new-look sesame. But as a
recent science graduate from
our OU, I thought it pretty poor
that every single clue involved an
arts reference and not a science
one. It’s this sad assumption of
arts people (which I once shared)
that they can get away with 
scientific illiteracy.

Phillip Clark
Builth Wells

Family friendly OU
I AM writing euphorically after
completion of my AA309 exam. I
took the exam in my own lounge
at home with my own personal
invigilator, having just fed my
eight-week-old baby. I want to
encourage other working mums.
It is possible to do a degree. The
OU’s attitude was very helpful
and sensitive.

Esther Edain
Sheffield

Feeling lost
I HAVE been an OU student since
1999. So far I finished six 
courses for the PGDip CCI and
last October handed in my MSc 
thesis. For every course I
received not only a letter from
the chair of the course but also a
page with the names and photos
of the people at the office, 
stating their responsibilities,
email and telephone number.
When there was a problem I
knew exactly whom and how to
contact. 

I continued with DD121 which
is a starter course. Here things
are totally different. The only
way to get problems addressed,
where a tutor cannot help, is via
the “contact us” website. At the
beginning of the course a major
issue arose and the only way 
to get attention was by 
“mail-bombing” somebody at the
completely wrong end.

There is a lot of debate about
reasons for attrition on courses.
Impersonal appearance of the
OU and feeling lost is definitely
one of them. One simple page is
all it needs to make the 
difference. If DD121 had been
my first course with the OU, it
would have probably been my
last as well.

Olaf Lipinski
Germany

Support essential
I SUFFER with panic attacks and
depression so exam time was
hell for me. Student Support put
me in touch with the most 
amazing lady by the name of

Why not be a writer?
First-class home-study course gets you a flying start. Earn while you learn.
Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell your writing and much more! It’s
ideal for beginners. Details free. No cost. No obligation. Send the coupon.

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The Writers Bureau
Freepost BLT1,  Manchester M1 9HZ   

Freephone 0800 856 2008    Please Quote Ref. BLT1
Accredited by The Open & Distance Learning Quality Council

How to become a
freelance writer
Freelance writing can be
creative, fulfilling and a lot of
fun, with excellent money to
be made as well. What’s more,
anyone can become a writer.
No special qualifications or
experience are required.

The market for writers is huge.
In Britain alone there are
around 1,000 daily, Sunday and
weekly papers, and more than
8,000 magazines. Many of the
stories and articles that they
publish are supplied by
freelances. Then there are
books, theatre, films, TV,
radio…

With such demand, there’s
always room for new writers.
But, as Mr. E. H. Metcalfe,
principal of Britain’s leading
writing school The Writers
Bureau, explains, ‘If you want
to enjoy the rewards of seeing
your work in print, one thing
you must have is proper
training.’

The Writers Bureau runs a
comprehensive correspon-

dence course covering every
aspect of fiction and non-
fiction writing. The 140,000
word course is written by
professional writers and has
been acclaimed by experts.

Students receive one-to-one
guidance from tutors, all
working writers themselves.
From the start they are shown
how to produce saleable work.
‘At the Bureau our philosophy
is quite simple’ says Mr.
Metcalfe. ‘We will do every-
thing in our power to help
students become published
writers.’

The course comes on fifteen
days’free trial. In addition, the
Bureau offers a remarkable
money-back guarantee – if you
haven’t earned your tuition fees
from published writing within
one month of completing the
course, your money will be
refunded in full.

So, would you like to be a
writer? Why not start now by
returning the coupon below!

by NICK DAWS

e-mail: W1BLT1@writersbureau.com
Please include your name and address

www.writersbureau.com Advertisement reference: BLT1
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Tracey Edwards who deals with
exam stress management.
Tracey gave me some amazing
tips on revision and keeping
calm and focused.

Due to cuts, wonderful people
like Tracey may no longer be
available to students who need
this invaluable help. 

If other students have
received this type of support
can they please let the OU know.

Deborah Bierton
Luton

Weekday no good
I HAVE read quite a lot recently
about changing the academic
year to encompass autumn
starts to courses and also a
greater emphasis on weekday
tutorials and more work to be
internet-based.

I live in York (and work in
Manchester) and last year my
tutorials were held on Saturday
mornings in Leeds. If the 
tutorials were to be moved to a
weekday evening then I could not
attend as I do not drive. I have 
a slight disability and I would 
not want to cross Leeds to
either the station or the bus 
interchange, by myself at 10 
in the evening.

I do not have access to 
broadband internet at home so
accessing online tutorials would
be a nightmare. Similarly I do not
welcome the idea of submission
of course work over the internet.
I work with computers and I
wanted my OU studies to be a
distraction from them.

Besides, my face-to-face 
tutorials were a great source of
support and fun throughout the
course. I think that the OU
should try to remember the aims
that it was created to address – 
education for life for adult 
learners. Please don’t let the OU
become ‘just another university’.

Dr Richard Greaves
York

Euro barrier
I STRONGLY disagree with the
content of the ‘Hot Seat’ in
sesame issue 224, especially
with such optimistic views as
‘OU students are double
Europeans’ or ‘the reform
embodies an ambition to 
promote mobility across Europe’.

My personal experience, as an
Italian national and OU graduate,
is rather different.

I got my BA(Hons) in
Humanities in 1998 and I am still
struggling to have my degree
recognised by the Italian
Ministry of Education. Local 
universities do not even grant
me any exemption from their
syllabus, taking very little notice
of the Bologna declaration.

Marco Lorenzelli
Italy

Archaeology please
A COUPLE of months ago a new
OUSA conference sprang up on
FirstClass – OUSA Archaeology.
One big gripe is the lack of Open
University courses in this area.

It has been suggested that the
lack of access to practical
archaeology would prevent the
OU running courses yet both
Exeter and Leicester University
offer distance study that does
not require you to get your
hands dirty. Anyone out there
who has a common interest in
archaeology join us on FirstClass
and pester the OU about the lack
of courses in this area.

Katherine Bell
Yorkshire

Thai’d up by ICT
RE your centrefold (issue 224)
“Your university online”.
Everyone’s going crazy about
how brilliant and exciting this
new ICT is. But here in rural
Thailand, downloading a page on
the web can take half an hour
depending on the weather and
time of day. Give me face-to-
face human contact anytime.

Mike Ridler
Klaeng Rayong, Thailand

Deadline shock
I RECEIVED a letter in 2003
informing me that the 
requirement for an ordinary
degree would be changed at the
end of 2004. Thinking that I had
one more year to get my degree
before the rule change, I applied
for my final level 2 course, which
I have since passed.

I became concerned towards
the end of November that I had
heard nothing from the OU, so I
called the awards line and was
told that I had not achieved the
required points for a BSc due to
the fact that I had no level 3
points. I was not very impressed
by this news and was advised to
write in and appeal.

Surely there must be more
than just myself who have been
tripped up by this change?

David Game
Leicestershire

TMAs on flexi-time?
I’M a full-time worker and find it
really hard to put in enough
study hours in a week to meet
the OU’s schedule of TMAs.
Consequently for my A103
Foundation year I gave up 
socialising altogether, and 
studied all through the 
weekends between February and
October. Could the OU give 
consideration to offering 
flexible schedules, so that 
students could take as much
time as they needed to complete
a TMA? Other centres of 
learning offer correspondence
courses to suit students’ 
timetables.

Deborah Moore
Cornwall

WILL SWANN, DIRECTOR,
STUDENTS, REPLIES

RESEARCH has shown that if the
University is too flexible about the
dates for submission of TMAs, fewer
students get to the end of the
course. Regular and planned points
for submission of TMAs help keep
students on track. We want students
to complete the course, not just for
their personal satisfaction, but also
because the OU does not receive any
Government funding for those who
do not finish.

The other alternative is that 
the whole course is extended in a 
flexible way. This would increase our
costs considerably, and complicate
matters for the tutors if they did
not know when to expect TMAs.
However, we have not ruled out all
options for increased flexibility, and
pilot schemes will be tested over
the coming months. 

STAR LETTER  

High street? No
IN the last sesame the OU’s
Head of Marketing and Sales
says that the OU ‘must continue
to deliver the standards 
(students) have come to
expect on the high street and
through the internet’. 

It is my experience of the
high street that often we are
being pressured to buy 
shoddy and usually 
unnecessary goods. 

As for the internet, this 
is surely a triumph of 
information over knowledge. 

As both a student of the OU
and a lecturer in another fairly
prestigious university, I find it
sad that what is, by any 
measure, one of the best 
universities in the UK thinks
that the standards of the high
street and the internet are
worth aspiring to.

Peter Dewar
Bromley
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MY life has been transformed since I
started the course. During the last 30
years I have been like a fish 

struggling downstream in a trickle of water,
and at last I have reached the sea.”

These are the words of Sharon Dee, a
woman on a mission to reclaim the right to an
education denied her as a child.  

Sharon, 44, is from a
travelling family. Her
grandparents’ home was
a stopping-off point for
what Sharon describes as
“a motley collection of visitors” which included
“people from [caravan] sites and from the 
circus and fair families”. She was schooled in
the oral traditions and customs of her Romany
culture. Her grandmother also taught her to
read, write and count.

At primary school, she found herself well
ahead of her peers.  

“I stayed near or at the top of the class
throughout my time there, in spite of much
time off for fruit- and vegetable-picking and
other tribal activities with the family. When I
was 11 I went to grammar school.

“From my first day in grammar school, they
tried to get rid of me.” Her work was of a very

high standard, especially in the sciences.
However, her shabby uniform led her to be 
singled out. Although popular with pupils, she
experienced constant humiliation and 
prejudice from school staff. At 14, Sharon 
and school parted company. The travelling
lifestyle took over her life completely, and
family commitments of her own soon 

followed.
What motivated her 

to continue with her 
education? “Anger”, she
said, “that I was robbed 

of my life chances: robbed by the school, by
my travelling background and by the system. I
was denied the chance of finding out what I
am capable of.”

And the future? Sharon is already partway
through the Y153 Openings course, and will
have embarked on MU120 Open mathematics
by the time sesame goes to press. Then it’s full
steam ahead to a degree.

“There is no stopping me now,” she says. “I
mean to make the next 20 years really count.”

As Sharon’s tutor on the 20-week Openings
course Y155 I have found her work 
remarkable. This is why I have nominated her
for an Adult Learners’ Week Award.

Traveller comes home
South East region staff tutor Anne Roberts tells sesame about one of
her most remarkable students, nominated for an award for learning
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PEOPLEFIFTH COLUMN

Why change
exam venues?

EXAM venues –
why do they
change every
year? Is this just
true for language
exams, or is it a
general policy? 

I have just
taken my Level 2 French in
Nottingham, having taken German
exams there in the previous two
years. Each time, the venue has been
different. First time was average, the
time after was good (so why change
it?) and last year was absolutely
awful. There was no parking, which
meant using a multi-storey car park
costing £10, and worse, there were no
catering facilities, not even a coffee
machine. In addition, the building was
small and totally inadequate for 
separate groups performing both
written and oral exams – the noise
from waiting candidates could be
heard in the exam rooms.

Personally, I feel that exams are
fraught enough without the added
problems caused by poor venues. As I
live 70 miles away from my allocated
centre, I chose to stay in Nottingham
the night before the exam, rather than
run the risk of being delayed in the
morning rush-hour traffic. Therefore I
couldn't prepare sandwiches or even a
much-needed flask of coffee to 
sustain me during what is usually a
very long day. I accept that I could go
to an alternative centre, but my 
nearest would still be 50 miles away,
and I would be deprived of the 
support provided by familiar faces
from my own tutor group.

It must be possible to find one good
venue and stick with it. Language
exams last all day, so adequate 
facilities really are a priority.

Jan Sutton is a languages student
who lives in Northampton.

Do you have a gripe or would like to share
an interesting fact with other OU students?
If so send us an article of no more than
300 words to The Editor, sesame, The
Open University, Walton Hall, Milton
Keynes, MK7 6AA or email your 
contribution to sesame@open.ac.uk
Please include contact details and a 
daytime telephone number. We pay £50
for each contribution used.

“Sharon was schooled in the
oral traditions and customs of

her Romany culture”

“ 

Sharon: ‘There’s no stopping me now’
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Carried away by study

BARRY Harper was so enthused by
studying biology and ecology with
the OU, that he’s planned a trek to

the North Pole. 
The 45-year-old police inspector 

completed his BSc Hons last October; his
ambition is to become a biology teacher
when he retires from Nottinghamshire
police force in two years’ time. 

“I started my OU degree in 1997 because
I was interested in biology but the more I
learned, the more I wanted to learn,” said
Barry, a police dog-handler and horse-rider.
“It whetted my appetite for travel and to
see animals.”

Barry and a friend, mountaineer and Polar
explorer Mike Thornewill, are co-leaders of
a team of six explorers on the expedition
which begins in early April. 

Walking from Russia’s ice station 
Borneo the explorers will take about two

weeks to reach the Pole.
As a member of the Rotary Club, which 

celebrates its centenary this year, Barry is
seeking sponsorship to raise money for the
club’s Africa Hope Rwanda Appeal. 

“The pictures of our team will be sent to
Rotary Clubs all over the world, so we’re 
asking companies to give us sponsorship to
wear their logos on our ski suits. I 
guarantee they’ll get worldwide coverage.
All Rotarians are being asked to give £1,
which we hope will raise tens of thousands
of pounds for the appeal, but of course we
would welcome any donations from 
non-Rotary members.”

To sponsor Barry or to find out more 
about his adventure email him at 
barry.harper40@ntlworld.com To find out
more about the Rotary Club's Africa Hope
Rwanda Appeal, visit www.rotary-ribi.org
and key “Rwanda” in the search engine. 

Affordable rates

Fixed monthly repayments

Spread your repayments over 1 to 7 years

Just one phone call - an answer in minutes

Loans for any purpose

No penalty for lump sum repayments

Optional Payment Protection Insurance 

Loans for business and timeshare purposes excluded. No penalty for lump sum repayments if made throughout your loan term. As a responsible lender we recommend the maximum
amount you apply for is half your annual salary, before tax. All loans and interest rates are subject to status and conditions. The quoted rate is a typical APR. You must be 18 years or over
and in receipt of a regular income of at least £7,500 (gross) per annum. All your credit commitments must be up to date. For your security and to help improve our service to you, we may
record or monitor telephone calls.This offer is available only to UK residents (excluding residents of  the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands). Rates are correct at time of going to print.
Hamilton Direct Bank, a division of HFC Bank Limited, is a trading name of HFC Bank Limited. HFC Bank Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Registered
Office: North Street, Winkfield, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4TD. Registered in England No:1117305.
The Open University introduces members to HFC Bank Limited, which arranges and administers general  insurance products for members of The Open University and takes responsibility
for the sale of these products. For the purpose of general insurance sales, The Open University, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA is an introducer appointed representative of HFC Bank
Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. The Open University is not a member of the same group of companies as HFC Bank Limited.
©HFC Bank Limited January 2005. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this publication may be produced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of HFC Bank Limited. 

Another great benefit of your
Open University membership
Attractive loan rates
As a member of the Open University, it’s only sensible
to be fully aware of all the benefits of membership.
One of which is The Open University Personal Loan
Scheme, which has been especially arranged with you
in mind, in association with Hamilton Direct Bank. 

Hamilton Direct Bank has been providing loans for
Open University members for over two years and over
300 of your fellow members have already benefited
from our expertise.

7.8%APR
(typical)

Call Hamilton Direct Bank

0800 30 3000
quoting reference 97454/advert

For more information on the rates and repayment options
Hamilton Direct Bank can offer you, just visit www.hdb.co.uk/openuni

Barry (foreground) pictured on a 2003 expedition to cross the frozen
Great Slave Lake in Canada
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Specialists in
Refurbished and
New Laptops, PC’s
Computer Peripherals,
Parts, Upgrades
& Repairs

Refurbished Laptops from £250 inc. VAT
New Laptops from £500 inc. VAT

Servicing, Repairs, Batteries, Ink Cartridges, Bags,
Insurances, Warranties and lots more.

Everything you need for mobile computing!

Tel: 01233 64 64 46
www.thelaptopman.co.uk       sales@thelaptopman.co.uk

312 Hythe Road   Willesborough  Ashford  Kent  TN24 0QH

Italian Residential
School 

Would you like to attend an
Italian Residential school for 10
days in the countryside near to
Rome to learn or improve your

Italian?
Courses (for small groups) are
very carefully tailored to meet
students’ requirements. The
courses will include airport

transfers, accommodation, three
meals a day, 4 to 6 hours tuition
per day, Italian cooking lessons
and guided excursions to Rome

and surrounding areas.
If you are interested please

contact the teacher Francesca
Valentini on tel/fax: 00 39 069

625752 for more information or
send an email to:

francesca.valentini@btinternet.com

Founded in 1823 and based 
in Bloomsbury, Birkbeck 
has an excellent reputation 
for providing high quality 
part-time courses.

MA Garden History
Birkbeck, University of London offers a two-year, part-time 
MA in Garden History. The programme covers research
methods and courses from the Italian Renaissance garden to
the 21st-century garden. Visits to gardens in Europe and in
the UK are included.

Students have the opportunity to choose a dissertation topic
and the course is available to those with a related first
degree or equivalent professional qualifications.

For further information, call: 020 7679 1037,
email: j.gough@bbk.ac.uk or c.sherman@bbk.ac.uk 
or visit: www.bbk.ac.uk/ce/gardenhistory

MA in the HISTORY OF THE BOOK (Ref: HOBSES0305)
For those of you who enjoyed ‘Books and their Readers’ in AA316, and for anyone else fascinated by
books, this is an unparalleled interdisciplinary opportunity to study the book’s influence on cultural and
intellectual change, emphasising creation, publication, manufacture, distribution, reception, and survival.
Teachers are recognised experts from the University, the Centre for Manuscript and Print Studies (at the
IES), the British Library, V&A, and Lambeth Palace, where much of the teaching takes place.

MA in NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LITERATURES IN ENGLISH (NILE)
(Ref: NILESES0305)

This MA applies an historical, interdisciplinary and cross-cultural methodology while engaging fully with
on-going debates about post-colonial and theoretical issues. Options draw upon and benefit from the
individual specialisms of teachers across the university. Unrivalled library provision includes the British
Library, the University of London Library, and other London research collections.

MPhil/PhD Study (Ref: MPLRB0305)

Contact: IES, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU;
fax: 020 7862 8720; email: ies@sas.ac.uk; web: www.sas.ac.uk/ies

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SCHOOL OF ADVANCED STUDY

INSTITUTE OF ENGLISH STUDIES

‘Terra, Legno e Fuoco’ International 
Ceramic School near Rome.

A cultural exchange in a homely atmosphere in
the countryside, where you can practise your
Italian with local students while potting by the
side of a stream.Weekly or fortnightly courses
throughout the summer.

For details call: Giulia Tasso
Tel: 0039-0774-448827 

e-mail: tassoclay@virgilio.it
www.clayschool.it

Exam Solution Booklets containing
fully worked solutions to past real
and/or mock examination papers:
Each course booklet £10.00 plus
£2.00 p&p (plus £2.00 overseas

postage).

Please send cheque, payable to
BLACK BADGE PRESS to:

Black Badge Press, PO Box 204,
Hatfield, Herts AL10 8ZX  

Tel: 020 8457 2605

MS221, M203,
MST209, MT262

Trade Enquiries Welcome

Tel: 01722 322 123

email: sales@thelaptopcentre.co.uk

www.thelaptopcentre.co.uk

FOR BARGAIN

REFURBISHED

AND 

NEW LAPTOPS
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‘Positive is the only way to be’

IWAS housebound, on oxygen and getting sicker and sicker while I
waited for a lung transplant,” said Samantha Sparke (pictured
below). “It was really difficult – but it would have been even harder

without my Open University work to distract me.”
Perhaps it was being given just weeks to live that focused Sammi’s

mind. But it worked – for after having successfully undergone an
operation to replace both her lungs, she’s now just a year away from
completing her OU humanities degree.

“The Open University helped me in lots of ways,” said the 
26-year-old, who has cystic fibrosis. “I started my degree in 1997 at
Sheffield Hallam University but became ill during the second year so
it became impossible for me to continue.

“The doctors told me I needed a double lung
transplant and I would be stuck at home, with
an oxygen cylinder, until they found a donor. I
knew I would need something to pass the time, and so I signed up
with the OU.” Sammi was able to transfer all the credits from her year
at Sheffield to her new course.

“The OU and my tutors were all great – they knew I couldn’t come
to them so I had a lot of telephone tutorials, which really helped me.
And the OU way of learning is so flexible – I was able to study only
when I felt well enough. And of course it proved a great distraction.”

It needed to. The longer Sammi waited for a transplant, the more
her condition deteriorated, until she was warned in 2002 she may
have only weeks to live. But then, after a two-and-a-half year wait,
doctors told her they’d found a donor. Sammi had the operation and is
now making the most of her health by travelling the world – and

preparing for her final year’s study, which she hopes will secure her a
career in the media.

Her ordeal landed her an invitation to Downing Street. “Last 
summer was the 10th anniversary of the NHS Organ Donor Register,
so Tony Blair held a reception to celebrate it. I was invited and had a
chat with him. He spoke to everyone and was genuinely interested in
everyone’s stories.”

Sammi, from St Neots, Cambridgeshire, continues to suffer 
setbacks – the drugs she had to take after her operation have at the
time of writing resulted in kidney failure – but she is looking forward
to the future.

“Positive is the only way to be,” she said. “I’m
looking forward to finishing my degree and
then finding full-time work. I already work
part-time for a media company, as a studio

hand and runner, and my degree will give me a real chance of building
a career.

“I hope my story will inspire people to join the organ donor 
register,” she added. “Lots of people carry cards but people must do
more than that, because relatives have the power to stop transfers
going ahead. If you want someone to live after your death, talk about
it to your family so they know what your wishes are, and get your
name on the register so there’s no confusion. Without that register, I
wouldn’t be here.”

For more information about organ donation and to put your 
name on the register, call 0845 60 60 400 or visit 
www.uktransplant.org.uk

She was told she may only have weeks to live. But Samantha’s studies helped her to get through

PEOPLE

S p r i n g 2 0 0 5    S E SA M E  2 2 5    1 5

“

“Without the organ donor
register, I wouldn’t be here”
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Life on the
streets
A psychology student gained new insights into
human behaviour – including her own – working
with street children in Brazil
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Melissa (left) with Marluce Monteiro, her host in Brazil

Iwanted to learn about myself, learn what I was capable of,”
says OU student Melissa England. She’s not talking about 
tackling coursework – but the challenge of teaching street

children in one of the poorest areas of Brazil.
Mel, 20, recently spent three months volunteering at a 

community centre in Recife, in the northeast of the country – and
was shocked by what she saw.

“Thirty-five per cent of children in that region don’t reach 
the age of 18, because of disease, abuse, violence, drugs and 
hired killers,” she said. “Fifteen per cent of children die before
they’re five.”

Mel had already done youth work in some of the poorest areas
of London, including Newham and Tower Hamlets, where she had
encountered lots of “anti-social behaviour”, but said what she saw
among the street children of Brazil (locally known as the meninos
da rua) was on a completely different scale.

“The Brazilian kids are very affectionate and kiss and hug you,
but even as they do so they are patting you down to see if you’ve
got any money,” she said.

“About 300 children attended the centre I worked at, and not
one of them had shoes.
Most had rotting teeth
and the only reason
they were there at all
was because they were
paid to be. Before they
came there, most of
them tried to make a living scouring rubbish dumps for things they
could sell.”

In a country with little structured help for abused, neglected or
abandoned children, thousands end up on the streets and
instances of crime, including rapes and muggings, are high.
“Statistics show that muggings in Brazil are almost always by 
children,” said Mel.

“Fights would break out among some of the children, as they 
do anywhere, but whereas in this country an adult would step 
in to break it up, on the streets of Brazil – and in this centre –
nobody does.

“I had my hair pulled and I was slapped by a couple of the girls –
that was something that didn’t happen in Tower Hamlets! There is
no discipline or respect. When I put my arm up to stop myself 
getting slapped again, the girl attacking me looked absolutely
shocked, as if I’d slapped her. They’re not used to someone 
questioning or challenging what they do.”

But Mel said she would have no hesitation in doing similar work
again. “I was there because they teach the children English, but

“ 

“The kids kiss and hug you, 
but even as they do they are 

patting you down to see if 
you’ve got any money”
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Here’s a credit card that works as hard as you do
● Excellent balance transfer rate of 0% per annum fixed for 5 months from the date you open your account.

● Offers a great rate for purchases – typical 14.9%APR variable.

● Credit limit of up to £20,000 and 56 days interest-free credit on retail purchases.

● No annual fee.

● £10 raised for the OU for every account opened.

● You can also service your account online at www.beneficialcard.co.uk

Call FREE now quoting reference AOUV

0800 015 2204
Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-6pm

Subject to status and only available to UK residents aged 18 years and over with a permanent UK address. Your credit limit must be sufficient to accommodate the amount(s) you wish to purchase
or transfer.  Payments will be applied first to the repayment of any introductory or promotional rate balances. No interest on purchases if the balance is paid in full by the due date, otherwise
interest payable from the date of purchase. For Cash Advances and, once the promotional period is at an end, Balance Transfers, interest is payable from the date of the transaction. Beneficial
is a trading name of HFC Bank Ltd. HFC Bank Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Registered Office: North Street, Winkfield, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4TD.
Registered in England number 1117305.  

14.9%APR
per annum on Balance
Transfers fixed for the
first 5 months  0%

Typical

Variable

there is no co-ordination between the 
centre and schools or employers so 
there’s no future for the kids after they
leave, except to go back to the rubbish
dumps. Learning English might not have
been as useful to them as, say, learning
cookery. 

Back home
“But at least it gives them a childhood they
would otherwise not have. And I did make a
lot of friends among the children.”

Now Mel’s back home in Walthamstow,
East London, to concentrate on the second
year of work towards her psychology
degree. “When I left school I went to Sussex
University but I only lasted four months
because I hated it,” she said. “It was so
impersonal and I felt like a number. Then
someone suggested I try the OU. Like a lot
of people I’d thought it was for mature 
students, but I’m enjoying every minute of
it. It’s so flexible and I feel really supported
by my tutors and the university."

Mel England spoke to Peter Taylor-
Whiffen Frevo Dancers in the street market at Olinda, eastern Brazil
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Doom watch

THE Boxing Day earthquake and tsunami will go down in history as
one of the greatest natural disasters, in terms of loss of human
life, since records began. Yet many lives could have been saved if

coastal communities had had just one hour’s warning. 
That’s the view of OU volcanologist Professor Stephen Self, one of

the authors of the University’s Geohazards project course SXG390,
which allows students to carry out their own research into natural 
disasters like earthquakes and tsunamis.

“The farthest inland the tsunami came was five or six kilometres. If
you give people an hour or two’s warning they can walk far enough
inland, or go to a high point,” said Professor Self, who supports the
creation of a global warning system for all types of natural disaster.

The risk from natural forces is something most of us never give
much thought to. But as a member of the OU’s Volcano Dynamics
Group and head of the international Volcano and Magmatic Studies
Group, it’s Professor Self’s bread-and-butter. Volcanic eruptions can
trigger tsunamis too. 

We in Britain can’t assume ‘it could never happen here’, he says.
Tectonic plates capable of giving rise to earthquakes meet beneath
the Atlantic and around the Azores is a particularly vulnerable ‘triple
fault junction’. An 
earthquake here could
send waves speeding at
500 mph towards the
coasts of Spain,
Portugal, France and Britain putting low-lying areas such as river
mouths and the Dorset coast at risk. 

OU Geosciences students benefit from the OU’s flourishing Earth
Sciences research department, which is 5-star rated and feeds into
OU courses. SXG390 Geohazards is a 30-point project course which
allows students to conduct an in-depth study of a natural hazard and
how it could it be mitigated. They can choose from earthquakes, 
landslides, meteorite impacts, volcanoes, tsunamis, floods and 
weather hazards, and can take the course as part of a Geosciences
degree or as a freestanding one if they have an Earth Sciences 
background.

The research is ‘literature-based’, so students do not have to put
their lives in jeopardy by scaling volcanoes or chasing tornados,
although some bring in their own data from work or other experience.
“It is a good learning exercise for the student in how to search for
information and how to conceive of, carry out and write up a project,”
said Professor Self. Geohazards is the most popular of a suite of
Science project courses, the others being SXN390 Science in society,
SXM 390 Frontiers in chemistry, SXP390 Radiation and matter and
SXN3900 Science and society.

Professor Stephen Self and fellow OU volcanologist Dr 
Hazel Rymer are also members of the Geological Society 
Working Group which has just produced a report on the hazards 
posed by volcanic super-eruptions. For details see
www.geolsoc.org.uk/template.cfm?name=Super1

Most people are taken by surprise when natural 
disasters strike. But students and researchers in
Geosciences are working to prepare us better 

“Choose from earthquakes,
landslides, meteorites, volcanoes,

tsunami, floods and weather”
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Learn how to learn
The Good Study Guide is one of the best sellers of its kind. Author Andy Northedge tells sesame why

S p r i n g 2 0 0 5    S E SA M E  2 2 5    1 9

YOU’VE been poring over the course
book for an hour and can’t get beyond
page two... you’re staring at the essay

title and you haven’t a clue how to begin to
write it... you’re taking notes but agonising
over what to put in and what to leave out...
it’s time to panic or despair. Or reach for The
Good Study Guide.

You can deal with all these situations, says
author Andy Northedge, and the Guide
demonstrates how. Its great strength is a
wealth of practical advice and exercises to
help improve your performance whether you
are reading, taking notes, writing essays or
sitting exams. Which could explain why a
book that was originally written just for OU
social science students has become popular
with students and tutors across the higher
education scene. 

What makes it so successful? Andy 
certainly has the ideal qualifications to write
it – a highly successful OU tutor for 17
years, he was also a spectacularly 
unsuccessful student at a conventional 
university.

“I switched from maths to psychology with
no idea what the demands of psychology
were in terms of reading books, writing
essays, managing time and so on,” he told
sesame.

After his first essay was returned with the
comment ‘Read more, if only novels, your
style is atrocious’ his confidence plummeted
– and so did his essay output. “As I already
read a lot of novels, I didn’t know what to do.
I resorted to avoidance – I didn’t hand in any
essays for three terms. I came to the 
conclusion I wasn’t any good.” 

It was only when he finally plucked up
courage to ask an A-student if he could read
one of his essays that Andy realised what
was expected of him – and that he could do it. 

Essay writing, he says, is the biggest 
hurdle for most students, yet tackled 
properly it is their greatest learning tool.
“When you’re reading you’re immersed in 
academic discourse and then you switch to a
producing role, and that’s when you really
learn it, when it becomes part of your
thought processes.”

Another common stumbling block 
the Study Guide can help you get over is 

‘self-management’ which is important to
maintain your motivation. It involves 
prioritising life and study demands, 
establishing a routine but allowing space for
the creative thinking essential to study. 

Enlarged edition
But how can students make time to read
about ‘study skills’ when they’re so busy
studying? Don’t sit down and read the book
from cover to cover, says Andy, dip into it 
as you need to. Some of the advice, such 
as that on writing essays, will make 
more sense after you’ve tackled your 
first essay. 

The new edition is substantially revised
and enlarged. A major change is that 
computers and ICT have become central to
study, and so there are new chapters 
devoted to making notes on computer, 
electronic filing, online research and so on.
Examples which had been based on an 

academic article written in the late 1980s
have been brought up to date, with new 
student contributions and sample essays.
But the fundamental principles, says Andy,
have not changed. 

One thing he can't be accused of is cashing
in on the learning boom. “I haven't made a
penny from sales of the book,” says Andy,
who occasionally amuses himself by trying to 
calculate how rich he might be if the profits
on each of the 400,000 plus copies sold
went to him instead of The Open University,
which publishes it. 

If there’s one piece of study advice every
student should take on board, it’s this: read
The Good Study Guide. Even if you think you
can’t spare the time. In fact, especially if you
think you can’t spare the time.

The Good Study Guide is available at all
good bookshops. To see sample pages visit
the Good Study Guide website 
www.goodstudyguide.co.uk

support
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You’ve got mail
The OU mailbox provides a handy clearing house for all your
OU correspondence, whether it’s contacting a tutor, exam
queries or getting computing help and study support
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INCREASINGLY as a student of the OU 
you will find yourself saying “I’ve got 
mail” as use of the OU Mailbox grows.

OU Mailbox is your own free personal
email account, which is still available for a
whole year after you finish your course. With
your account you will be able to keep in touch
with students you’ve met at tutorials or 
residential schools, or fellow students you
may have only met online. 

One-stop shop
You can set up forwarding so your OU mail is
sent on to any personal email you may have,
at work, at home or on your mobile device
which goes wherever you do.

It’s also an easy way to contact your tutor,
particularly through StudentHome where the

tutor’s mailbox address is provided on your
course page. And they will be contacting you,
because tutors are provided with the OU
Mailbox address for all students they are
tutoring.

You can use your mailbox to contact the
OU on any matter, whether study support,
course choice, qualification links, exam
queries or computing help. And the 
university will be emailing you to keep you up
to date with news and information 
throughout the year. 

The easiest way to use OU Mailbox is by
visiting StudentHome. On the homepage 
as well as links to your current courses you
will find a link to ‘Your OU mailbox’. This will
tell you how many unread emails you have
and provides a click link to your mailbox. 

Automatic copy
You will also find that if you use the ‘contact
us’ form within StudentHome this will 
default to your OU Mailbox address, and 
will even send you a copy of the email so 
you can keep track of all emails you send to
the OU.

To find out more about OU Mailbox visit
the FAQ section of StudentHome at
www.open.ac.uk/students or email 
studenthome@open.ac.uk

“Set up forwarding so your OU
mail is sent on to any personal
email you may have at work, at
home or on your mobile device”

SUPPORT
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A formula for success?
What makes the difference between a successful and an unsuccessful student? It's quite simple, says
Ormond Simpson, read on...

Ioriginally graduated as a theoretical physicist. It wasn’t that I was
particularly bright – it was just that after the third time I’d melted
the Geiger counter and nearly electrocuted myself my supervisor

decided it would be safer all round if I was trusted with nothing more
dangerous than a pencil and a piece of paper (it’s surprising how 
dangerous the pencil turned out to be but that's another story).

That experience left me with a taste for formulae and it was with
some interest that I recently came across a formula for student 
success promulgated by Dr Alan Seidman, editor of the US Journal of
Student Retention. I’ve adapted it freely (partly in the hope that the
Simpson-Seidman equation will one day become as famous as
Einstein’s E = mc2) and here it is:

S = Acc + (E + I + C)CoT + ExS

where S = Success, Acc = Accurate course choice, E = Early, 
I = Intensive, C = Continuous, CoT = Contact with your Tutor, and 
ExS = External Support.

Let me explain the terms:
� Acc = Accurate course choice. The best thing you can do to ensure
success is to make sure you’re on the right course for you in terms of
level, length and content. Use the OU’s resources to make sure of
that – check the course description on www3.open.ac.uk/courses/
bin/p12.dll?A01; look at what previous students and tutors have said
about it on the same site; ask your region for a Taster Pack if there is
one, do the diagnostic quiz if there is one. Change to another course
if the one you first thought of is unsuitable.

� (E + I + C)CoT = Early, Intensive and Continuous Contact with your
Tutor. In theory your tutor should be contacting you regularly but in
practice he or she may not want to bother you if everything’s going
well but has no way of telling when things aren’t so good. So take the
initiative and contact them. They’ll be glad to hear from you and if
there’s something holding you up, no matter how seemingly trivial,
they’ll want to help.  

� ExS = External support. When we researched student dropout
recently we concluded that students whose studies survived the life
events that happen to happen (birth, death and everything in
between) were those who’d got good support networks. These could
be from families and friends – see the OU’s families and friends 
website www.open.ac.uk/family/ designed for them – or from other
students – use FirstClass to find a conference for your course in the
OUSA Study Rooms, use Peer Support in the same place or go to the
Find a Friend site in the Info Centre to locate another student 
looking for a friend. Many students even find their employer a good
source of support (we’re working on a website for them).

So there you go – the Simpson-Seidman formula for success – look
out Einstein!

Jet Tec Cartridges and Consumables Jet Tec Ink Refill Kits

Also Lexmark, Xerox, Compaq, Apple etc. cartridges available from
£3.49. Please see website for full range of ink cartridges. All
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Remans. Trade orders welcome. Terms & Conditions apply. E&OE. 
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S020093 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.50
S020108 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.50
S020110 . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
S020138 . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
S020187 . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.50
S020191 . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
S020193 . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
T003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.50
T005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
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T008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
T009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
T013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
T014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6.50
T017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.50
T018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
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T032 CLR . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.99
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T036 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.50
T037 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
T038 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.99
T039 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.99

T040 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.50
T041 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
T042 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.99
T043 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.99
T044 BK . . . . . . . . . . . . £10.99
T044 C/M/Y . . . . . . . . . . £7.99
T048 B/C/M/Y/LC/LM . . . £7.99
T054 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9.99
T055 B/C/M/Y  . . . . . . . . .£5.49
For Canon
BCI-3e B/C/M/Y/PC/PM . . £5.49
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BCI-21 K . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3.99
BCI-21 C . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.99
BCI-24 K . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3.99
BCI-24 C . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.49
For HP
51625 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £18.99
51626 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16.99
51629 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16.99
51645 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £15.99
51649 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £20.99
C1823 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £20.99
C6578 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £20.99
C6615 . . . . . . . . . . . . . £15.99
C6656  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£12.99
C6657  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£15.99
C6658  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.99
C8727  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£13.99
C8728  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14.99

For Lexmark - blk  . . . . . .£9.99 
For Lexmark - 3 col . . . £15.99 
For Canon - blk. . . . . . . . £9.99 
For Canon - 3 col . . . . . £15.99 
For Canon - 5 col . . . . . £18.99 
For Epson - blk. . . . . . . . £9.99 
For Epson - 3 col . . . . . £15.99 
For Epson - 5 col . . . . . £18.99 
Chip Resetter 
for Epson . . . . . . . . . . . £12.99 
HP refill solutions also available.

Ormond Simpson is Senior Lecturer in Institutional Research in
the OU's Institute of Educational Technology, and the author of
Student Retention in Online Open and Distance Learning.
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Do you think 
figures matter?

There are 12 million obese people in the

UK. Each has their own reason for being

overweight. Could you help them 

understand why?

Become a LighterLife Counsellor

LighterLife operates a weight loss 

programme specifically aimed at people

with 3 stone or more to lose. We are

expanding our network of Counsellors

throughout the UK and seeking to recruit

motivated self starters to run their own

businesses under the security of our

national brand.

This business opportunity offers 

comprehensive and accredited training

(with an 80% DfES loan available),

business support and personal 

development whilst providing a medically

approved weight loss programme that

offers an income of £40k +.

If you have a real desire to help people

change their lives then contact us:

Call Helen or Lucy for an information

pack:

08700 664749 extn 3000

or email: new@lighterlife.com

www.lighterlife.com

Business opportunity
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competition

sesame crossword competition

AS the sesame Christmas 
crossword has proved so 
popular over the years we have

now introduced a crossword in every
issue, giving you all more chance of 

being a winner.
Senders of the first three correct

solutions drawn out of the hat on 3 May
will receive a copy of the Chambers
Dictionary. In addition, the first one

drawn will receive £75 cash courtesy of
sesame. Winners will be notified by 
telephone or email.

Details of Chambers Dictionaries can
be found at www.chambers.co.uk

Win £75 cash plus a copy of the Chambers Dictionary

Clues - Across
1. Genius taken for a mug in his native land? (8)
6. Fall ill, catching a form of encephalopathy, and go down 

fast (6)
9. Alcoholic drink provided in buffet? (6)
10. A straight line, so I am kept in check (8)
11. A warning about fuel coming from a wing, perhaps (8)
12. It is a fallacy, showing hesitation in support of favourite (6)
13. What resurrectionists do about Queen Consort’s last 

poet? (6,6)
16. Amount of energy extracted from buckwheat (8-4)
19. Bone – it was left by St. Paul (6)
21. One thus shot in the arm is equally tense (8)
23. Drug reported in the land of luxury (8)
24. Foot transport, that’s me (6)
25. Leaflets not applicable, probing origin of deal? (6)
26. Out clumsily in Test – intensive coaching required (8)

Clues - Down
2. Eastern inn – millions are accommodated in it (6)
3. Fish which gives you food poisoning? Not half! (5)
4. Elation finding first bud in flower (9)
5. Around around around a pound? Get knotted (7)
6. Tiny creatures one found under a heap, possibly (5)
7. US star mad about self-image probably went out with a 

bang (9)
8. Dies of cold (3,5)
13. Bird eggs amassed by one on board (5,4)
14. He’s probably not charged the earth for his endeavours (9)
15. Pasta and port? One’s consuming a large amount (8)
17. ‘He would not flatter Neptune for his *******’ (Shakespeare –

Coriolanus) (7)
18. Brooch made of bone (6)
20. What a carry on, say, when girl’s around (5)
22. Mollusc from the Channel Islands, alternatively French 

waters (5)

SESAME CROSSWORD ENTRY FORM
Send your entry with the completed coupon to:
Cullen Crosswords, 19 Cyncoed Place, Cardiff, CF23 6SG
Closing date 3 May 2005. Only one entry per person.

Name:
Address:

Postcode: Tel Number:
Email:

The first correct entry out of the hat in sesame’s
Christmas quiz was from Brian Kane who lives in
Canterbury. Brian won £100.

Answers (1) S180 The Blue Planet. (2) 25 years. 
(3) 15,000. (4). One mile. (5) Creative Robotics
research network. (6) Will Swann. (7) Colorado. (8)
They all have OU Honorary degrees. (9) Beethoven.
(10) Barbara Fitzgerald.

Lucky winner of the Christmas crossword was Mrs

E. Allison, Northfield, Birmingham who won £150
plus a copy of the Chambers Crossword
Dictionary. The four runners-up who also received
a copy of the Chambers Crossword Dictionary
were: Peter Horlock from Bristol; Mrs B Ward from
Doncaster; Terry Cox from Cornwall; and J. Miller
from Northumberland.

Answers - Across:
1. Ashmolean  6. Ichor  9. A Farewell to Arms  

10. Hath  11. State  12. Swan  15. Verbena 
16. Cameron  17. Niagara  19. Colette  20. Oche 
21. Heine  22. Seth  26. Vaughan Williams 
27. Reeve  28. Steinbeck
Answers - Down:
1. Asaph  2. Heartbreak House  3. Obed  4. Electra
5. Nilotic  6. Igor  7. Hereward the Wake 
8. Resonance  13. Behan  14. Emile  15. Vancouver
18. Avernus  19. Candide  23. Hasek  24. Ghee,
25 Elan

Competition winners
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FOCUS FOCUS

WAVE 

OF SYMPATHY

GIVE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MORE SAY

MOST developing countries have little control over their
own policies. Major donors, like the World Bank are
heavily involved in policy-making in developing 
countries. One way they do this is through Poverty
Reduction Strategies; in practice, these policies tend 
to make developing country governments more 
accountable to the donors than to their own citizens. As
a major contributor, Britain has a big say in how these
donor organisations are run. Lobby your MP to make
sure the government honours its aid obligations, but
does so in a way that doesn't make developing countries
less accountable to their citizens.

Giles Mohan, lecturer in 

Development Policy and Practice

SUPPORT AN NGO

OF crucial importance are issues of trade, debt and aid.
There is huge scope for change so that trade policy does
not discriminate against poorer countries, the burden of
debt does not strangle economic growth and aid 
is used not just to meet emergencies but for 
long-term development. It is vitally important that 
countries like the UK have strong, voluntary NGOs 
(Non-Governmental Organisations), such as Oxfam and
Concern, able to work effectively with organisations in
developing countries to campaign for change and 
implement aid and development policies. 

Chris Cornforth, head of the Public Interest and 

Non-Profit Management Research Unit in the 

OU Business School

TEACH PEOPLE TO CHALLENGE INEQUALITY

WE should demand that global commitments to 
achieving ‘Education For All’ are met. All necessary
resources to ensure free, good quality schooling must
be made available, including through debt relief. But
learners need to be given the knowledge and confidence
to challenge the ideas and practices that reinforce 
inequalities.  

Martha Caddell, lecturer in Development 

Policy and Practice

DON’T JUST SIT THERE, JOIN A PRESSURE GROUP

IF many concerned individuals get together, they are a

formidable force. One example is the debt cancellation

campaigners in Birmingham in 1997. More than 70,000

campaigners formed a human chain around the G7 

meeting of world leaders, asking for debt 

cancellation for overburdened developing countries.

World leaders took notice and debt cancellation has

been taken seriously since this event. The key is taking

action – apathy allows injustice to continue.  

Helen Yanacopulos, lecturer in Development Studies 

GIVE THE POOR CASH

THE best way to end poverty is to give money to the

poor. Studies show most poor people use their money

wisely. Abolish the aid industry and just give everyone in

Africa a simple cash payment, like child benefit in

Britain. This was the basis of the successful social 

democratic transformation of Europe of the past 60

years. This would stimulate growth in Africa, but it would

also benefit us, because Africa would import our goods. 

Joe Hanlon, research fellow in 

Development Policy and Practice 

USE CONSUMER POWER

FAIRTRADE campaigners want us to buy goods for

which producers receive a fair, sustainable livelihood.

The impact of fairtrade is only a pinprick on the pattern

of world trade. But organisations as diverse as

Traidcraft, the Fairtrade Foundation, Oxfam, Christian

Aid and the Co-Op are trying to exert influence over 

governments and corporations, and need to be able to

show that they have broad-based popular support.

Buying fair trade products is a way of being counted as

part of this broader movement. 

Dr Clive Barnett, lecturer in Human Geography 

TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE

THE already precarious livelihoods of the South are 

likely to suffer increased water and food shortages,

more disease, and loss of land, forests, wildlife and

tourism, owing to climate change. We can help by 
conserving energy in our homes and offices, using
renewable sources of energy, reducing our demand for
car and air travel, and avoiding over-consumption.

Robin Roy, Professor of Design and Environment

LINK THE WORLD IN CYBERSPACE

THE powerful images brought to the rest of the world by
digital video cameras and cell phones created a new
sense of connection. The same technologies allowed
effective warning to reach some communities.
Collective logging of events and monitoring of relief and
recovery efforts continues. The new sense of 
connection allows the development of mutual support
and understanding across the “digital divide”. With only
basic skills, on-line activism can be just a click away.

Dr Steve Little, senior lecturer in Knowledge 

Management in the OU Business School

CHANGE THE USA

THE best thing to happen for the reduction of global
poverty in the long-run (and it will take a long time to rid
the world of poverty) would be for the US political 
system to change. Without curbing the overriding 
influence of the corporate world on US political life, 

little will be achieved in my view. 
Grahame Thompson, Professor of Political Economy  

FIND NEW WAYS TO WAYS TO TEACH

IN Sub-Saharan Africa 44 million children of primary
school age have no chance of going to school. UNICEF
estimates that nearly a million children a year lose their
teacher through Aids. The Open University has been
working in partnerships to develop innovative methods
for training teachers. Its Digital Education Enhancement
Project (www.open.ac.uk/deep/) is showing how new
technologies can help teachers in Africa. The Teacher
Education in Sub-Saharan Africa (TESSA) Programme is
a major international collaboration to rapidly improve
the working conditions of African primary teachers. If
you could help in any way email: r.e.moon@open.ac.uk.

Bob Moon, Professor in Education Teaching Studies 

SHARE KNOWLEDGE

THE tsunami showed starkly how much knowledge there
is in the world and how badly it is shared. 
Well-meaning support for poor countries is not much
use if it is not shared with those countries. That is why a
recent meeting of researchers focused on partnerships
for science and technology in Africa. Not a very trendy

topic but one where our university (one of the world’s
largest universities) can join in. Join us in the OU’s
International Development Centre and let’s see what we
can do together with those wanting to think themselves
out of crisis.

Professor David Wield, co-ordinator, 

International Development Centre

SWITCH TO A GREEN ELECTRICITY SUPPLIER

THERE is no easier, single step you can take 
to reduce global environmental inequality. See
http://eeru.open.ac.uk/natta/scttshpwrad.html

Dr Stephen Peake, lecturer in Environment

With the spotlight on the world’s poor after the tsunami disaster,
sesame asks Open University academics how they would tackle
global poverty – and how individuals can help

More than 250,000 people died when the tsunami struck the coastline of ten countries in south east Asia and Africa on 26 December 2004

IF you want to explore issues of international 
development more deeply, the OU offers a variety
of courses. At undergraduate level you can choose
from U213 International development: challenges 

for a world in transition, DD205 Living in a 

globalised world, or DU301 A world of whose 

making? The OU also has a well-established Masters-
level programme in Development Management. 

FIND OUT MORE
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HOW plants adapt to their environment is the focus of a
brand new 15-point residential course available for the
first time this summer.

SXR375 Plants, pigments and light introduces the study of
plant pigments and the response of photosynthesis to 
environmental stress. In one of the laboratory investigations 
students extract, identify and characterise pigments from 
various plants and algae. In another, oxygen electrodes are used
to investigate the effect of factors such as light stress on 
photosynthesis in micro-algae.

The biological sciences department is also planning another
new 15-point course to start in 2006. Provisionally entitled The
molecular basis of disease, it will use up-to-date molecular 
biology techniques to explore how variation or mutation at the
gene level relates to
protein function and
can account for 
susceptibility to 
disease or infection. 

Another new 
biological sciences residential course available this summer 
is SXR374 Fat – the physiology of adipose tissue, which 
investigates the physiology of an adaptive response to cold 
mediated by brown adipose tissue (BAT). This is a 15-point 
version of the previous course SXR370. 

These courses, which build on skills taught in the first and 
second level residential school courses SXR103 Practising 
science and SXR270 Investigative biology, are worth 15 credit
points – five more than previous such residential courses –
because of the level of study and preparation students must
undertake before attending

For more information visit www.open.ac.uk/courses or email 
Christine Gardener, c.gardener@open.ac.uk

Shedding
light on plant 
pigments

COURSES More courses online at
www.open.ac.uk/courses

Revise in May or August 
with specialist OU tutors

Write or email for information

Oxford Study 
Weekends

‘Lorien’, Winter Lane, 
West Hanney, Wantage 
Oxfordshire, OX12 0LF.
rcp6@tutor.open.ac.uk

A
103

“These courses are 
worth 15 credit points – five 

more than previous such 
residential courses”
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New care degree
STAFF in the health care profession can gain an invaluable 

qualification with the launch of the OU’s latest foundation
degree, in health and social care, in May.

The degree combines theory with work-placed practical experience
to develop skills in the context of students' own jobs.

Employers will sponsor students to study the 240-point Foundation
degree, which was developed with health union UNISON, University
College Northampton and York St John College with advice from the
Chartered Society of Physiotherapists. It fits into Government and
NHS frameworks for staff development. 

Recognised qualification
Students are likely to be support workers or assistants to 
professionals such as physiotherapists, dieticians, speech therapists
and so on, who are seeking a recognised qualification. After 
completing the level one courses K100 Understanding health and
social care, and K114 Introducing professional practice, students will
have a huge choice of second and third level courses covering such
diverse health-related topics as children, mental health, death and
dying and human biology. As the 240 points means the qualification
does not have full degree status, students can study a further two 
60-point courses to achieve a full BA or BSc.

Many will see the qualification as a logical progression from the OU’s
current Diploma in Social Welfare. The new qualification is the fourth
Foundation degree offered by the OU since foundation degrees were
launched in 2001 to link academic study with work-based learning. 

OU Pro-Vice Chancellor (Curriculum and Awards) Linda Jones said:
“How skills relate to jobs is very important for students and employers.

“It could be said that because so many of our students study and

hold down jobs, the OU has been leading the way in this type of 
learning for a long time.”

When the foundation degrees were launched in 2001, one in six 
students in the first intake were learning with the OU. 

For more information about the new degree visit
www.open.ac.uk/shsw and for details about foundation degrees in
general, visit www.foundationdegree.org.uk

COURSESMore courses online at
www.open.ac.uk/courses

GOT some old course material you want to
offload? Or are you looking  to buy some OU
set books? New technology has made it 
easier than ever to buy and sell, says Sheila
Forman.

Students often ask sesame what is the
quickest, most efficient way of buying and
selling second-hand OU course material and
set books. In the past the only way of doing
this was through the pages of sesame’s ‘Small
Ads’ and although this is still possible, new
technology has opened up new options. 

If you want to buy and sell course material
through sesame, you now need to contact our
advertising agency McMillan-Scott. You will
have to wait for the next issue carrying your
advertisement to come out. 

Another option is to use University Book
Search. This company was set up by OU 
students to offer a quick and efficient 
service which helps other students buy or sell

their OU course material or set books. They
say they have a register of hundreds of 
different courses for sale, including some
discontinued course material. The website is
clear and the instructions are very easy to
follow. They also accept telephone and email
enquiries.

On completion of her degree, Mandy
Harrison from Hereford sold six years’ worth
of OU study material on an Ebay auction.
Although her main aim was to find a good
home for her beloved books, she was amazed
how much interest was shown. “The last few
hours of auction time saw the bidding prices
increase considerably,” said Mandy. 

If you are just trying to dispose of your
books you might want to take a look at the
Bookaid International website. This site gives
lots of options for certain types of books to
be used by charitable organisations, one of
which is helping victims of the recent tsunami

restock schools and colleges with suitable
books. Please check out the website 
carefully first because they can only use
books of a certain type.

If all else fails you could offer your books to
your local charity shop, or as a last resort 
contact your local recycling centre. 

So – if you are looking to buy or sell any OU
course material, please don’t call the sesame
or the OUSA office. Try one of these instead:

� McMillan Scott, 10 Savoy Street, 
London, WC2E 7HR Tel: 020 7878 2317 
fax: 020 7379 7155/7118 email: 
John@mcmslondon.co.uk
� University Booksearch: www.university
booksearch.co.uk Email: jo@university
booksearch.co.uk Tel/fax: 01395 442174.
� Ebay: www.ebay.co.uk
� Bookaid International: www.bookaid.org
Email: info@bookaid.org tel: 0207 733 3577.
� Recycling: www.wasteconnect.co.uk/

Trading OU material is easier than ever

The new foundation degree will suit NHS support workers
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interview

Comic
with a
serious
side

You’re currently studying English 
literature with The Open University? Why
English literature? And why The Open
University?
All of the people I admire in showbiz are
very, very smart. Quite a lot of them have
been to university and benefited from it.
Doing my BA is really helping me structure
my thoughts. It's helped me to understand
that good work is not an accident. You know
the best writers like Flaubert and George
Eliot and people like that took a long time to
plan their work and The Open University has
shown me that if you take the time to plan
your work and structure it properly, you can
do well. It’s just helped me to organise my
thoughts a bit better and I think the 
challenge of producing an essay every month
or so is good, it keeps me on my toes. I
like all the reading even the 19th century
novels which sort of drove me mad in the
beginning.

Why do you think comedy is such a powerful
fundraising tool?
I think it's powerful because if I’m going to
communicate with an audience they remember
something I said with a bit of a twinkle in the
eye better than boring old facts. There is a
lot of really heartbreaking and moving 
documentary stuff on the [Comic Relief]
night and if we can make people laugh in
between it softens the blow and cushions the

effect of some of the harder stuff we show. 

This year is Red Nose Day’s 10th 
anniversary, but there’s still a lot of poverty
out there. Do you think it has made a real
difference?
I think Comic Relief and Red Nose Day have
made an immense difference. They’ve
empowered the public, given them the ideas
and tools to raise money off their own back
without anybody telling them what to do. I
think it’s fantastic when I come to Africa and
I see the grain banks, the new wells that have
been built, the children being inoculated and
terraced mountains that have been funded
by Comic Relief. There are huge problems in
Africa like HIV and Aids but a drip of water
can erode a rock and I think that Comic
Relief is becoming a very strong and mighty
drip. We’ve got to keep going until the rock
dissolves and it will dissolve but it's going to
take a long time, so people have to stay 
committed. What's great about Comic Relief
is that because it’s fun I think people will
stay committed.

Work for Comic Relief has taken you to
some pretty depressing places. How does
seeing people coping with terrible poverty
affect you personally?
I’ve been in Addis Ababa this time round I
went to a place called Debre Zeit where I
watched this wonderful care worker called

Fanti visiting various people who were 
suffering from HIV. Even though these 
people were in immense pain, there was a lot
of dignity involved. And what’s wonderful is
Comic Relief, by funding people like Fanti,
are doing something to help. 

You’ve received numerous accolades during
your career – the Golden Rose of Montreux,
a British Comedy Awards Lifetime
Achievement award, BBC British Personality
of the Year, the Edric Connor Inspiration to
Black People award are some of them –
you’re a husband and father and a mammoth
fundraiser. Do you have any ambitions left
for the future?
I’d like to write something on my own that I
could feel was a good piece of work, and the
only way that I’m going to do that is if I have
confidence and faith in my own ability. I’ve
always worked with other writers. I’ve got
some friends who are writers like Victoria
Wood and Richard Curtis, who are pretty
much the top of their game because they can
work in a solitary way and produce immense
pieces of work. There’s nothing wrong with
collaborating but I’d love to write something
on my own and know it was good before I
gave it to someone else to read. I think The
Open University is helping me to judge my
work in a way that writing something and 
giving it to someone to read for me simply
doesn’t.

Picture: Trevor Leighton
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Not many people know 
it, but comedian Lenny Henry 
has been an OU student since 
2001. He also co-presented 
It's your Comic Relief, an
OU/BBC1 programme 
broadcast in March
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Try teaching

WOULD-BE teachers are trying out the profession thanks to a
new OU initiative – and are already making a difference to
the way children are taught.

Four OU students are combining their learning with working as
teaching assistants to 11-18 year-olds at King’s School in
Peterborough, under the Student Associates Scheme which gives
those interested in teaching a taste of the profession through a
classroom placement.

Gemma Pitt, Jayne Turner, Niki Mailer and David Woodford are
working in the school’s science, geography and design and technology
departments. And, says the deputy head Sue Hartropp, they are
already making a difference to the way children are taught. 

But although the quartet have only completed the first phase – a
ten-day stint for which they each receive a £40-a-day bursary – 
they have all signed up for the 20-day second phase and, adds the
deputy head, the scheme is clearly benefiting both students and the
school itself. “The study element is making a difference to the 
students’ subject knowledge and ways they approach pupils’ needs
here,” she said. “We’ve been noticing the process changes in people’s
responses and the individual development that goes with it.”

By the end of their placement, the four students will be able to
plan, teach and evaluate a single lesson in their specialist subject
area. The OU will be offering 600 such places by September in an 
initiative funded by the Teacher Training Agency, which aims to
recruit teachers in subjects where they are most needed – science,
geography, maths, design and technology, modern foreign languages
and music.

Interested students must be studying at undergraduate or 

postgraduate level now; be within travelling distance of a secondary
school in England and not already have qualified teacher status (QTS)
or be on a course leading to QTS. To find out more visit 
http://sa-scheme.open.ac.uk, call +44 (0)1908 858685 or email 
FELS-student-associates-scheme@open.ac.uk

The Open University Student Associates Scheme allows students in
higher education the opportunity to experience secondary school
teaching in England, whilst getting paid for it.

Are you:
• A full or part-time student in higher education?

• Interested in teaching maths, science, music, geography, modern
foreign languages or design and technology in secondary schools?

• Not sure what to do with your degree when you graduate?

You could benefit from a 10 or 20 day work experience in a secondary
school in England whilst getting £40 a day, tax-free.

For more information and to download an application form go to our
website at http://sa-scheme.open.ac.uk or call 01908 858685

If you’ve already decided a teaching career is for you, we offer a
Secondary PGCE in shortage subjects.

Call 0870 9009 582 or visit
www.openuniversity.co.uk/flexiblepgce

Students: want
£400 to try out 
a new career?

Committed to Committed to 

providing activities providing activities 

that support your that support your 

studiesstudies  
  

Siragusa Ltd  

41 Anerley Road  

Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex   

SS0 7HJ, UK       

Tel: 01604 859491     
Fax: 01604 858511 

 
ahst@siragusa.co.uk 

www.siragusa.co.uk 

April – November 2005 
 
Padua, Florence and Siena  
(A354/General Interest)  

07 – 13 April 2005  
Mantua and Ferrara 
(AA305/General Interest) 

13 – 17 April 2005  
 

Sicily: Heritage, History & Art 
(General Interest/A209) 
05 – 11 May 2005  
Religious Painting in Italy  
1300 – 1500  (A424/354/General Interest) 

11 – 17 May 2005  
Renaissance Florence and Siena 
(General Interest/A354/A424) 

31 May – 06 June 2005   
Rome and Ostia: the Romans 
(AA309/A428/297/103/General Interest) 

04 – 08 June 2005  
Mosaic Tour of Ravenna, Venice & 
Aquileia (General Interest) 
11 – 18 November 2005 

Please visit our website for further details and 
Gallery and Museum Visits 

AHST
Art history Study Tours 

Teaching placement attracts a £40-a-day bursary

SES 225 - pages 28 and 29.QXD  3/1/05  5:02 PM  Page 2



3 0 S E SA M E  2 2 5    S p r i n g 2 0 0 5

THE social work profession in the UK is going through a period of
change, which includes the introduction of a register of social 
workers and a new degree to replace the old Diploma in Social Work.  

Work experience in roles supporting social workers is valuable for
all applicants for social work training; in Ireland it is one of the entry
criteria. Ways to gain experience include: working with asylum seekers;
residential social work within care homes; making respite care
arrangements for families; or working in disability learning teams. 

Job titles will vary so it is important that you think about the role
you are aiming for rather than simply a title. Use the vacancy pages of
your local press or contact your local social services or social work
department or health board. 

Studying for a Social Work Qualification with the OU
All the places on the OU social work qualification are for students

working in social care and supported by their employers. More than
300 students have now registered on the new OU Social Work degree
in England and Wales. The degree is expected to be available in
Scotland during 2006. The OU may offer it in Northern Ireland in the
future. Students already studying for the discontinued Diploma in
Social Work (DipSW) will be able to continue, and the DipSW will 
continue to be recognised as a valid qualification. Entry requirements
and conditions for qualification differ between England, Wales,
Ireland, and Scotland; contact your regional centre for details.

Broader Social Care Qualifications in the OU
You may find other OU courses useful to increase your background
knowledge on the social care sector: K100 Understanding health and
social care or DD100 An introduction to the social sciences: 
understanding social change. K100 can also be used as evidence to

Social work degree opens 
the door to a varied career

CAREERS

Some jobs are perennially popular with OU students. In the next few issues sesame will be focusing on
those which generate most enquiries to the OU Careers Advisory Service. This issue: social work

Working with young people is among the new foundation degrees the OU is developing

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers
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CAREERS

CASE STUDY
John Pierre-Madigan, Probation Worker
Why did you choose probation work?
My background is from a family of six children from a council
estate where I saw friends drift in and out of crime. I had a desire
to help people see that there are choices in life. I was interested
in probation work but having left school with four CSEs at 16, I
never thought I could do it. It was only after taking a MENSA test
that I realised if my IQ was anything to go by, I might have a
chance.

What has been your career path before probation work?
After leaving school I went onto a Youth Training Scheme, 
followed by the Army. After this I moved from one job to 
another: labouring, warehouse work, factory work. While I was
working, I studied for a Health and Social Care degree with the
OU. At the same time I was a volunteer for the St John’s
Ambulance, the Probation Service and then a residential 
children’s school. I was offered a full-time post in the residential
care school and made my change in direction.

I applied to be a trainee Probation Officer, which requires you
to study for a degree, work towards an NVQ and go on placement.
One of the reasons the recruiters were interested in me was that
I had studied with the OU while working.  

Skills you use the most?
Time management especially the need to prioritise deadlines,
read and digest information, then prepare succinct and precisely
written reports for the courts. Being able to interact with people
is vital as is concentrating on the salient issues. There is a lot of
one-to-one work with offenders and this requires you to work
through both your own and their emotional barriers.

Working environment?
Every day is different. Of a working week, about three days are
spent in the office with the remainder split between prison and
being in court.

Best parts and worst parts of the job?
Best – you get to work with a huge spectrum of people from the
homeless to professionals who have made mistakes. 
Worst – the job is generally very pressured and there are times
when you have to engage with people such as sex offenders or
rapists where it is difficult to isolate your professional 
behaviour from your emotions

Where do you see yourself going?
My role is currently that of Case Manager where I manage up to
35 offenders at one time. I liaise with the courts which is 
basically providing guidance on how best to sentence that 
particular individual. I also visit prisons where I am involved in the
release process.

As a next step I would see myself as a Personal Development
Adviser or Practice Manager, monitoring quality assurance 
within a team. In five to ten years time I would like to be a Senior
Probation Officer in charge of 15 - 20 staff. 

At the moment I’m studying the second year of my Masters 
in Social Policy and Criminology with the OU, which is certainly 
an academic challenge. I’m currently looking at what study to 
do next.

meet the requirement for GCSE English for acceptance on the 
OU Social work degree. If you are already working in the care 
sector, the OU is developing a range of 240-point Foundation
Degrees in such areas as Health and Social Care (see Courses 
page 27), Working with Young People and Early Years. It may be 
possible at a later date to link these qualifications with professional
training routes but seek advice on your circumstances.

Other degree options which may interest those working in or 
wanting to access the broader area of social care include: BA
Childhood and Youth Studies, BA/BSc Health Studies or BA/BSc
Health and Social Care. These may help develop relevant skills and
background knowledge of the social care area but you may need 
further training.

Areas Related to Social Work
Assistant social workers are not required to take statutory 
responsibility or study further than S/NVQ level 3. Roles are 
available working with all groups of people and across a variety of
organisations. Other careers with close links to social work which
require professional training up to and beyond degree level include:
probation worker, youth worker, advice worker, mental health nurse,
housing officer, psychologist, community worker, counsellor and
occupational therapist.

Useful Links
� Career Links is a scheme for OU students which matches you up
with staff, associate lecturers or students working in the career you
have an interest in. Go to www.open.ac.uk/careers
� AGCAS Sector Briefing – Social Care www.prospects.ac.uk/
links/socialSB
� Social work careers information www.socialworkcareers.co.uk
(UK only)
� General Social Care Council www.gscc.org.uk (covers England only)
� Scottish Social Services Council www.sssc.uk.com
� Scottish Executive – Careers in Care www.careinscotland.co.uk
� Care Council for Wales www.ccwales.org.uk
� Irish National Social Work Qualifications Board www.nswqb.ie
� Irish Association for Social Workers www.iasw.eire.org
� Northern Ireland Social Care Council Information Service
www.niscc.info
� British Association of Social Workers www.basw.co.uk
� Someone to watch over me: www.open2.net/someonetowatch
� Recognition Leaflet 1.3 Social Work www3.open.ac.uk/courses/
recognition/1_03.pdf provides details of relevant OU courses
� National Graduate Development Programme www.ngdp.co.uk/
covers local government opportunities in the UK
� Database of volunteering opportunities www.do-it.org
� Public sector careers www.getalife.org.uk

Recruitment Fairs in 2005
� Compass Jobs Fairs are for people at all stages of their social care
career. Their next event is in Leeds on 19 April. Call +44 (0)1892
785300 or go to www.compassjobsfair.com
� Forum 3 – Voluntary and charity opportunities – the UK’s biggest
recruitment and volunteering event for the non-profit sector is in
London, 14 - 15 October.

In the next issue Careers looks at teaching.

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers
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Mohammed Sayeed, Social Worker
Why did you choose social work?
I had been in a variety of jobs including work in the family shop and in
a sandwich bar when I decided to apply for the police force. I 
wasn’t successful but I decided to do some voluntary work in a 
residential care home. The more I saw of the difficulties young people
were in, the more I wanted to get involved in supporting them. 

What experience did you gain in order to get into social work and
what has been your career path so far?
Having done some volunteering, I got a job as a Temporary Residential
Child-Care Worker in a mainstream residential home and was made
permanent shortly afterwards. Fourteen months later I became a
Team Leader in a residential care home for children with disabilities,
then moved to another children’s home as an Assistant Manager.
During this time I applied for the Diploma in Social Work (now a degree
course). I was unsuccessful at the interview stage because I had a
local understanding of social work and social care, but not enough of a
national perspective. I then took an OU course D103 and succeeded in
gaining a place on a part-time course for the Diploma. 

After qualifying I spent time both as an Assistant and as an Acting
Manager in a remand home for young people and during this time I
achieved my Practice Teachers Award and D32-33 Assessors Award

which meant I was able to supervise those who were training for social
care qualifications. After a stint as manager of a five bedroom 
residential unit, I was given the job of setting up another new home.

I decided for a variety of reasons, including the desire for a better
work/family balance, to move back into field social work and now work
for a Children’s Health and Disability Team in Social Services. I am
responsible for about 20 cases and deal with interviewing families,
making assessments of their needs and liaising with other agencies
and services to ensure that they are provided with the support that
they qualify for.

Skills you use the most?
Empathy, the ability to engage and communicate with people and to
see past their disability or other circumstances, humility, advocacy,
time-management, flexibility and efficient administrative skills.  

Working environment?
Within residential care homes you spend your time in and around the
care home and are required to work any shifts including nights and
weekends. By contrast life as a field social worker is spent 
visiting families in their homes, catching up with admin in the office
and all within much more sociable hours which mean a better work/life
balance. 

Best parts and worst parts of the job? 
The best part is knowing that when you finish your working day you
have made changes to make people’s lives better. Having to 
constantly fight for resources is the worst part of the job.
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CORPORATE BRANDING AVAILABLE ON USB MEMORY PENS

mymemory.co.uk
30% OFF HALF PRICE! 30% OFF! 30% OFF

Lexar 256MB
Secure Digital Card

ONLY £17.99

MyMemory Universal
Bluetooth Headset

NOW £17.99

Lexar 256MB 12X
CompactFlash Card

NOW £17.99

Integral Courier 256MB
USB2.0 Memory Pen

NOW £17.99

CompactFlash Price £
64MB 8X £7.99
128MB 8X £12.99
256MB 8X £16.99
256MB 12X £17.99
512MB 12X £38.39
512MB 80X £47.82
1.0GB 80X £82.09
2.0GB 80X £154.80
JumpDrive USB2.0 Sport/Elite
128MB £13.99
256MB £23.77
512MB £37.46
JumpDrive USB2.0 Traveller
128MB £14.99
256MB £26.49
512MB £40.10

SmartMedia Price £
64MB £11.99
128MB £16.99
Memory Stick
64MB £12.99
128MB £17.99
256MB £35.51
Memory Stick Pro
256MB £45.41
512MB £85.67
1.0GB £165.96
Memory Stick Duo
64MB £22.99
128MB £30.45
MultiMedia
64MB £5.99
128MB £13.99

Secure Digital Price £
64MB £10.99
128MB £13.99
256MB £17.99
512MB £37.32
256MB HS 32X £28.27
512MB HS 32X £45.34
Card Readers
8in1 USB2.0 Reader £14.99
CompactFlash Reader £10.99

xD Cards Price £
64MB £12.99
128MB £17.99
256MB £40.56
512MB £58.91

CompactFlash Price £
64MB 8X £11.99
128MB 8X £14.99
256MB 8X £24.94
512MB 8X £40.38
1.0GB 8X £69.31
CompactFlash Ultra II
256MB 66X £31.16
512MB 66X £50.49
1GB 66X £86.64
Secure Digital Ultra II
256MB £31.79
512MB £51.50
Memory Stick Pro
256MB £41.88
512MB £73.80
1.0GB £147.60

xD Cards Price £
64MB £12.99
128MB £26.72
256MB £55.57
512MB £110.60

Memory Stick Price £
64MB £24.99
128MB £32.99
256MB £57.99
Memory Stick Duo
128MB £34.99
256MB (Pro Duo) £47.99
Memory Stick Pro
256MB £44.99
512MB £99.99

Secure Digital Price £
128MB £8.99
256MB £17.99
USB Memory Pens
128MB £13.99
256MB £23.99
512MB £39.99

DVD Media Price £
DVD+R 8X (25 Pack) £8.99
DVD-R 8X (25 Pack) £8.99
DVD-R 4X (50 Pack) £13.99
DVD-RW (10 Pack) £13.99
DVD+RW (10 Pack) £13.99
CD Media
CDR 80m 48X (100 Pack) £16.99

Prices shown are inclusive of VAT & duties where applicable and are accurate at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change prices, please check the website for up-to-the-minute pricing. All trademarks used
within this advertisement are fully recognised and are for illustrative purposes only.
Delivery & Insurance £2.95. Many more products are available online: www.mymemory.co.uk or call 01534 789922

WE ALSO STOCK LOW PRICED UNBRANDED MEMORY CARDS & RECORDABLE MEDIA INCLUDING DVD & CD (please see our website for full details)

CASE STUDY

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers
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Career Queries

Think what a difference Authentik’s language learning magazines,
cassettes and CDs can make to your language level!

Advanced Level subscription consists of THREE ISSUES: Jan 05, Mar 05, and May 05
Intermediate level subscription consists of THREE ISSUES: Jan 05, March 05 and Sept 05

Name: __________________________ Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________ Fax: ________________ Email: __________________________ Subscription total:______________

Credit Card Payment (Please tick) Visa ❐ Mastercard ❐ Switch ❐ Card No:

How to order: Simply return this order form to: Authentik, 27 Westland Square, Dublin 2, Ireland 
email sales@authentik.ie FREEPHONE 0800 387 027 UK ONLY)   Tel +353 1 6771512 Fax +353 1 6771196  OR online from www.authentik.com

About Authentik ...
For over 25 years Authentik has published language learning resources of the highest quality in
French, German and Spanish. Authentik magazines, cassettes and CDs will get you reading, writing,
listening and speaking about the issues of the day in a foreign language. Articles include current 
affairs, culture, sport, human interest and much more!

Using Authentik resources to develop your language skills is the 
next best thing to visiting the country in question!

If you subscribe to Authentik, you are guaranteed language learning 
resources of the highest quality.

FRENCH GERMAN SPANISH

French

INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED LEVEL

A Campus Company of Trinity College Dublin

Int CD £42 ❐ (Qty:   ) Int Cass £37 ❐ (Qty:   ) 
Adv CD £45 ❐ (Qty:  ) Adv Cass £42 ❐ (Qty:   )Please tick

German Int CD £42 ❐ (Qty:   ) Int Cass £37 ❐ (Qty:  ) 
Adv CD £45 ❐ (Qty: )Adv Cass £42 ❐ (Qty: )Please tick

Spanish Int CD £42 ❐ (Qty:   ) Int Cass £37 ❐ (Qty:   ) 
Adv CD £45 ❐ (Qty:  ) Adv Cass £42 ❐ (Qty:   )Please tick

Issue no: (switch only) ❐❐
Expiry Date _______________

Authentik resources are highly regarded internationally. Our association with Trinity College,
one of Europe’s oldest and most prestigious universities, ensures that you are using language learning 

resources of the highest pedagogical standard.

/ /

I WANT to work with children but apart from
teacher or children’s nurse I’m not really sure
what I could do. Am I too old?

There is a wide range of careers that involve
work with children. These include play worker,
helping children to learn through play; art
therapist, supporting children through illness
or disabilities through the use of art; social
worker specialising in children and families
(see Case Study, page 32); outdoor pursuits
instructor, taking groups on outward bound
activities; counsellor, listening and talking to
children and helping them to work through
difficult times in their lives; and 
careers adviser. For more information see
www.prospects.ac.uk/links/occupations or
contact the Careers Advisory Service at your
regional centre.

Maturity does count. If you can demonstrate
what you have learned from life experiences
this will go in your favour. You will need to
research individual careers for specific
restrictions. It will depend on you, the career,
the training provider or the employer you
apply to. 

Think about whether you want to work in
the same setting every day, can you travel,
how much paperwork are you prepared to
deal with, how much emotional stress are you
prepared to bear? Also how much contact do
you want with children? Jobs like teacher will
require you to be in contact with children all
day while others will involve less contact,
although the time spent together may be
more intense, as in counselling. The age group
of the children is also a consideration.  

You will need to be able to sell yourself to

an employer or a course tutor by providing
evidence from your previous experiences. 

The secret to securing the right job is to
plan carefully. You might like to generate
some career ideas for yourself using a tool
called Prospects Planner.  This is available on
the national HE careers site called Graduate
Prospects at www.prospects.ac.uk/pplanner

And please contact the Careers Advisory
Service at your Regional Centre who will be
able to offer advice or make you an individual
appointment with one of our careers advisers
to talk through your situation.

OU careers advisor Ellen Cocking answers your questions

Ellen will be answering more careers
questions in future issues of sesame.
Please write or email your question to
sesame, ref: Careers Q and A. 

OU Careers Advisory Service at
www.open.ac.uk/careers
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Canker at the heart of an empire
A period of British history we often prefer to forget is brought to life
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TV

Master and slaves: the descendants of both have attained equal eminence in the 21st century

IN early 19th century Britain, few families could match the success
of the Beckfords. They turned the Jamaican sugar trade into the
world’s first truly global industry. So influential was the family

that its head, Alderman, became Lord Mayor of London, persuaded
Prime Minister William Pitt to be godfather to his son, and even had
Mozart give the boy violin lessons. 

But within two decades the family’s empire came crashing down,
due to the abolition of a practice upon which the entire Beckford 
fortune was built – slavery.

At the height of their power the Beckfords worked tens of 
thousands of slaves on their 22 enormous Jamaican sugar 
plantations. No matter that in 1807 Britain’s
MPs voted to end the trade that had existed for
nearly 300 years, the Beckfords carried on
expoiting the Caribbean locals for another
quarter of a century until the slaves finally, and
successfully, revolted.

The rise and fall of the Beckfords mirrors the journey of the British
slave trade itself, and promises a fascinating story in the OU’s latest
television series. The Slavery Business, co-produced with the BBC,
combines dramatic reconstruction and recollections of the slaves’
and traders’ descendants with readings from diaries and other 
documents written by the Beckfords as their business boomed and
declined.

It will also revive some remarkable true stories that, perhaps owing
to a 21st century reluctance to explore such a morally repugnant 

history, are in danger of being forgotten. How the Royal Navy posted
a third of its entire fleet off the west coast of Africa for 90 years –
the longest campaign in its history – to end the transportation of
slaves; how British abolitionists invented the world’s first logo to
boost their cause; and how Creole Samuel Sharpe, one of few slaves
able to read, learned from newspapers left in Montego Bay by the
sugar ships that the abolitionist movement was sweeping through
Britain – a discovery that prompted the sugar slaves’ revolt.

The series uses computer graphics to re-create a 19th-century
sugar plantation and the grand houses in which lived and worked 
the Beckfords and the other leading British slave trading family, 

the Lascelles. It will include contemporary
texts on the trade by Benjamin Disraeli and
Lord Nelson, as well as William Beckford’s 
own 1788 treatise which was about how slaves
should be treated.

Most pertinently, viewers will hear the views of modern-day
Beckfords, whose ancestors were slaves or traders, including
renowned black British theologian Robert Beckford, white business
lecturer David Beckford, and Tyson Beckford, the world’s most 
successful black male model and latterly star of the US version of 
I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out Of Here.

The Slavery Business is due to air on BBC2 from Tuesday, 5 April.
Check listings for details.

For more information about OU/BBC TV programmes, including
links to relevant OU courses, visit www.open2.net

“At the height of their power 
the Beckford family worked 
tens of thousands of slaves”
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Childbirth in 
the 21st century

GIVING birth is the focus of a new BBC/OU series, Midwives,
which follows the progress of mothers and their nurses 
in ten half-hour programmes shot in and around Derby City

Hospital.
“It’s a broad look at the different types of births women can have,

and the roles of the midwives within that,” said series producer
Charlotte Reid.

“We chose Derby because it has a large department of 100 
midwives in the hospital and a further 100 out in the community, and
because it had one of the highest instances of home birth (about four
per cent) in the country.”

Mother v. baby?
The series will, she added, make viewers appreciate the nurses who
bring babies into the world. “They want to do right by the mums, but
often have to make decisions that are in the baby’s best interest but
aren’t what the mother wants. And we also see some of the 
frustrations of the job, such as when decisions are taken out of their
hands by the doctors.

“We’ll see mums who want a Caesarian section but the midwives
want them to have a natural birth, or planned epidurals not being
available because the anaesthetist has been called to theatre. But
this programme isn't about NHS politics or funding or shortages, but
about the actual job that our midwives do.”

“We portray the reality of the work these people do,” she 
added. “That means it’s not always for the squeamish.” The series 
is expected to run on BBC 3 in early May. Check listings for 
details.

The OU runs a series of health care courses, from the level one
studies Y158 Understanding health and K100 Understanding health
and social care right through to the third-level course for 
professionals, K350 Assessing practice in nursing and midwifery. 
For details visit www.open.ac.uk/courses

ARCHAEOLOGICAL & CULTURAL TRIPS
Small Groups led by Experts

Prehistoric Rock Art in Libyan Sahara
Pre-Inca Peru �  Maya in the Belize Rainforest 

Palaeolithic Cave Paintings 
And many, many more ....

� Academic holidays with a light touch. Unusual,
often unique, itineraries; the best lecturers;
hand-picked hotels, good local food and a
relaxed atmosphere

� The groups are small (average 18) so we can
discover the authentic cultures past and present
of the countries we visit

� Some ‘Bare Bones’ semi-independent tours

� Holidays from £395 to £3700 - archaeology
courses with experts in Wessex or the ultimate
introduction to Pompeii and Campania

Why not see what we can offer?
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE:

01722 713800       tours@andantetravels.co.uk
www.andantetravels.co.uk

ATOL 3552                                                        AITO

The programme focuses, not on NHS politics, but on the reality of what midwives do

SUMMER COURSES 
IN EDINBURGH

Why not combine a visit to Edinburgh and its festivals with learning
something new?  We offer over 400 short courses each year – day-
time, evening and intensives. Our summer programme of short
intensive courses runs throughout August. Other courses start in
April, September and January each year. Fee concessions available.

The University of Edinburgh – Office of Lifelong Learning.  
Please quote Ref: 3 when enrolling.

Contact: 0131 650 4400 (24 hours 0131 662 0783), e-mail:
OLL@ed.ac.uk or

www.lifelong.ed.ac.uk
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Sesame has got together once again with Travelsmith to offer
readers a selection of holidays to suit all tastes and pockets.
For further details contact Travelsmith on +44 (0) 1621

784666 quoting the holiday offer number.

DISCOVER CORFU
Seven nights in 2005 from just £299 
YOU will be staying in the delightful village of Arillas on the 
north-west coast in privately-owned apartments. Arillas is reached
through peaceful hillside villages and olive groves. A gentle curve of
sand offers a safe bathing beach and the surrounding area some of
the most beautiful scenery in Corfu – a walkers’ paradise. Price
includes a half-day escorted walk and a full-day boat excursion to
one of the offshore islands. Holiday offer C155/OU

LUXURY BREAK IN CORNWALL
Three-, four- and seven-night breaks in quality four-star coastal 
apartments from £89 per unit. 
BEACHCOMBERS is open all year round and is situated only 200

yards from the mile-long sandy beach of Watergate Bay. This quiet
hamlet is four miles from Newquay and ten miles from Padstow.
There are one- and two-bedroom apartments sleeping up to six 
people and most have sea views. Holiday offer C180/OU

CORNISH GARDEN BREAKS
Stay four nights bed and breakfast for the price of three from £79
with admissions to the famous Eden Project and Lost Gardens of
Heligan included in the price.
YOU’LL stay at the friendly and informal Tregurrian Hotel at

Watergate Bay, about 35 minutes drive from Eden and not much 
further to Heligan. Holiday offer C151/OU

GUERNSEY WITH CAR HIRE
Two-, three- and four-night breaks from Gatwick and other airports.
Stay fourth night FREE! 
PEACEFUL Guernsey is a million miles from the hectic pace of 
the 21st century. Your accommodation will be at the two-star Abbey
Court Hotel on the outskirts of St Peter Port. Prices per person for
two nights B&B from £149, three and four nights from £179.  
Holiday offer C181/OU
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SESAME READERS’ HOLIDAY OFFER

St George's Beach near Arillas, Corfu

Stay in 
touch

OU Life Screensaver

www.open.ac.uk/oulifescreensaver
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Earth Sciences
Self Help Group

The
OU Geological

Society
Provides Field Trips, Lectures,
Tutorials, Newsletters and a 

Journal. Holds an annual
Symposium in summer.

Local Branches provide contact
and support across the whole of

the British Isles & Europe.

Annual Subscription £15.00
Details from: Chris Arkwright,
OUGS Membership Secretary,

28, Highgale Gardens, Lostock Hall,
Preston, Lancashire, PR5 5YT.

Tel: 01772 335316
www.OUGS.org

Open University 
Shakespeare

Society
For everyone interested in the

works of Shakespeare. Quarterly
journal contains articles, A grade
essays, reviews, interviews and a

countrywide theatre diary.

For details send a SAE to

Brian Foster, 3 Sedgley Close,
Middleton, Manchester M24 2SP

Check our website at
www.hometown.aol.com/groatsworth

OU
HISTORY SOCIETY

Welcomes membership
from devotees of all history

disciplines:
Free quarterly magazine

Subscription £10 p.a.

For details contact:
Don Vincent

2 Middleton Mews
REDDITCH

Worcs, B98 0SY
‘phone 01527 529958

donald@winyates13.freeserve.co.uk

OU Law Society
For all students with an interest in
law. Annual membership includes
free quarterly magazine, packed
with relevant articles, plus all the
latest legal news, course & career
info. Also visits to courts,
Parliament & other events.

Send CHQ/PO for £8 (UK) £10
(O’seas) Payable to OULS c/o K
Dunlop, 42C Clouden Road,
Cumbernauld, Glasgow, G67 2EW
or e-mail 
KarenJGDunlop@hotmail.com. 

Take a 
Quantum Leap!

Join Fusion – The OU
Physics Society

Keep in touch via our regular
newsletter and attend events
across the UK. Open to all.
Annual membership just 

£6 (or £16 including 
Institute of Physics).

01273 505550
membership@oufusion.org.uk

www.oufusion.org.uk

OU Mooting &
Debating Society

For all students of the OU.
Membership includes
workshops, quarterly

newsletter, & exposure to
internal/national competitions.

Annual subscription £6.00
(UK/O’seas). For membership

form, send A4 sae to OUMD c/o
L. Knight, 119 St Albans Rd,
Dartford, Kent, DA1 1TZ or

email to 
SUBSCRIBE_OUMD_SOCIETY

@HOTMAIL.COM

ASSOCIATION OF OPEN
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES

Run by Graduates of the 
OU for Graduates

We have STUDIED with the OU.
We have GRADUATED with the OU.

Now let us WORK TOGETHER to
ensure the OU MAINTAINS its 

highest standards.

Join us to make a real difference.
Contact the AOUG office for a welcome

pack, or visit our website.

RAF Hut, Walton Hall,
Milton Keynes, MK7 6AA

Telephone (01908) 653316 / 655997
Email: AOUG@open.ac.uk

http://www.ougrads.org.uk/

OPEN UNIVERSITY
MOUNTAINEERING

SOCIETY
For all of you that are interested in

FELL WALKING
MOUNTAIN WALKING

CLIMBING etc

It doesn’t matter whether you are
experienced or just a beginner. All

are welcome. For details and 
membership form, send sae or

email to:
Mike Player

136 Inchbonnie Road,
South Woodham Ferrers,

Chelmsford, Essex CM3 5ZW
mike.player@btinternet.com

Do you write Poetry?
Then join

OU Poets
Your poems will be sent to all other
members, for comment and helpful
advice.

For just £17 a year, you receive five
magazines, each with over 70 pages 
of poetry and comments, plus an
annual anthology of members’ work.

Further details from:
Steve Horsfall
45 Masons Road
Hemel Hempstead
Herts HP2 4QS
01442 232563

SOCIETIES
& CLUBS

CHESS
Do you play chess? Would you like to,
but don’t have the time? Then the OU
Postal Chess Club is for you. Play chess
by post, or by email. We have players
from complete beginners up to very

experienced masters, with competitions
to cater for all grades.

Make that first move NOW, contact
the secretary Tony Hignett, 3, Oakleigh

Drive, Sedgley, DY3 3LH
Email Anthony@Chess6.freeserve.co.uk

O U Christian Fellowship

For encouragement and support to
confess and practise the Christian
faith in this “remote” University

or, if you are searching to find God
and Spiritual answers to life, see

what we can offer.

More information from
Joan Waterhouse

5 Westminster Crescent, Clayton
Bradford, W Yorks BD1 6SH

Visit us on our First Class Conference

London Region Arts
Club goes on-line at:

Irac.co.uk

Development &
Environment

Society
Revision Weekend for

U213, U216 and DU310
9th-11th September 2005
Loughborough University

Enquiries to:
Keith Shackleton

40 Oak Road
Brackley 

Northants. NN13 6ER
Tel: 01280 703474 

Email: keith.shackleton@kingerlee.co.uk

Visit our website: lrac.co.uk for further details

London Region Arts Club
Serving Students of the Open University

MID YEAR DAY SCHOOL, 2005
Saturday 14th February, 10am – 4pm at the Waterloo Centre

Kings College Annex, 150 Stamford Street, London, SE1

Seminars led by OU tutors for the following courses:
A103 A207 A209 A210 A211 A213 A216 A220 A221 A296 A297 A300 
A354 A424 AA300 AA302 AA303 AA305 AA306 AA307 AA309 AA310 

AA312 AA314 AA316 AA318 AS208

COST: LRAC Members £20, Non-Members £25 
(After 23 April: Members £25, Non-Members £35)

Apply to Bob Manser (LRAC-S): 18 Wendover Road,
BROMLEY, BR2 9JX Tel: 020 8464 7854

Please indicate course number, cheque payable to ‘LRAC’ and SAE.
Pre booking is ESSENTIAL

We reserve the right to cancel courses if we have insufficient bookings

12th August – 14th August: A209 A216 A300 AA309

Bookings to: Nita Walsh, 4, Broom Road, Teddington,
Middlesex, TW11 9NW Tel: 020 8614 8047

19th August – 21st August: A210 A216 A221 A354 AA303 AA310 AA316

Bookings to Stan Bond, 11 Lawman Court, 262 Kew Road,
Kew Gardens, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3EF Tel: 020 8948 5115

26th August – 28th August: A207 A211 A218 A297 AA302 AA305 AA314

Bookings to Coral Rayfield, 53 Cannon Road, Bromley, Kent, BR1 2SL Tel: 020 8290 1734

COST: Standard Accommodation £145, En Suite £175
(+£10 temporary membership for non-members of LRAC) 

For: tuition, full board and accommodation from 5pm Friday to 4pm Sunday

Send £25 deposit (£10 non-refundable) to addresses above.
Please make cheques payable to ‘LRAC’ and enclose SAE.

Specify course, dates and accommodation required.
Booking closes 30th June

STUDY WEEKENDS 2004
At St Mary’s University College, Twickenham
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SMALL ADS
Computer Software
Students and others to whom the
University distributes computer
software as part of their course
materials are reminded that the
University only confers upon the
original recipient of the computer
software a NON-TRANSFERABLE
licence to use it in conjunction with
the University’s materials. The
licence specifically states that the
original recipient of the computer
software MUST NOT in any way
transfer the computer software
package(s) or the use thereof to any
other person or body by means of
sale, loan, sub-licence, lease or any
other method. Any unauthorised
use, copying, distribution or
adaptation of computer software
package(s) issued by the University
is an infringement of intellectual
property rights and is illegal.

Care should be taken when replying 
to small ads. Readers should be
aware that no vetting or screening is
carried out on the persons who place
these ads. 

FEMALE, currently London,
(‘young’ 47) seeks, sporty
partner interested South
America! (sailing?!) Fun,
adventurous, very caring.
sportydisposition@yahoo.co.uk  
FREE UK DATING SITE.COM I
studied an OU database
course, as a result of a course
project, decided to go on line
free for feedbacks:
B i l l K u t @ f s M a i l . n e t
www.freeUKdatingSite.com

TWO-BEDROOMED FLAT to
rent in Luxor, Egypt for £150
per week. Near Nile and classic
tourist attractions, Luxor and
Karnak temples, Valley of
Kings. Contact: Penny Walters,
0117 935 9040, email:
pw59@tutor.open.ac.uk or
penny_walters@talk21.com. 
Optional tour guide available
for £40 per week.

ALGARVE, near Tavira and
Spain. New 2-bed apartment 2
minutes from sea. From £120
per week. Fly Faro, Seville or
Lisbon. Tel: 020 8572 6790.
Email: cabanas@hisnet.u-
net.com or www.hisnet.u-
net.com/cabanas
ANDALUSIAN HOLIDAYS near
Granada. Take your pick!
Beautiful villa with pool,
sleeps 6: Village house, sleeps
4; spacious top-floor flat with
mountain views, sleeps 4/5 or, 
simply B&B. Tel: 020 8801
4689.
ARE: Sweden’s premier
mountain resort. Lake and
stunning scenery – luxury
apartment from £300 per
week. Call owner any time on
01536 416448.
BARCELONA: Owner’s flat in
ideal location near Metro,
beach, shops and pool. See
h t t p : / / m y s i t e . w a n a d o o -
members.co.uk/barcelona_apa
rtment or tel Rob on 01803
868219.

BRITTANY, near Chateaulin,
detached 3-bedroom village
house, private garden,
approximately 20 minutes to
beaches. Ideal base to
discover the area. Tel: 01884
855377. Email: cmb737
@uku.co.uk
BURGUNDY, luxurious five-
bedroomed farmhouse, open
fire, four-poster bed, £500
week. Pretty two-bedroomed
cottage, £300 week. Water
sports, French lessons
available. Tel: 0033 386 516
887. Email: jacquie3000
@hotmail.com
CYPRUS, LIMASSOL, private
bungalow. Larnaca: new flat.
Both 2 beds and fully
equipped. Near to beach /
town. From £200 per week. Tel:
020 8505 6855. Email:
dmc28peel@tiscali.co.uk
DORDOGNE – idyllic views,
pool, sympathetically
renovated farmhouse and barn
sleeping 6/6. Dishwasher,
washing machines. Log stove.
Easter till October Tel: 01474
704334. www.bevfrenchfarm
house.co.uk
FRANCE. HOUSE RENTALS –
painting holidays – B&B. 15th
Century house in beautiful
medieval village. South Loire.
Heated pool. 4 double
bedrooms, all en-suite. Sleeps
8/10. RENTALS: July
availability. PAINTING
HOLIDAYS: May, June and
September. B&B all year. Tel:
00 335 49 48 86 80. Email:
j n l a n d e r s @ h o t m a i l . c o m
Website: www.saintecroix.com
GALICIA, GREEN SPAIN.
Farmhouse / organic
smallholding. Views, walks,
wildlife, river beach, rafting,
historic towns, vineyards.
Portugal 5 minutes, Santiago / 
Porto 1.5 hours. House sleeps
6, garden and pool. Farm
produce available. Tel: 01948
840632. www.casavella.co.uk
ITALY: Two self-catering flats
for 2+ amid woods, vineyards
and orchards close to nature
reserves in Apennine foothills,
near historic Bologna and
Modena. One wheelchair-
accessible, one on organic
farm. From £225 per week. Tel:
01434 381563.
ITALY, UMBRIA, close to Lake
Trasimeno. Well-equipped
country house, sleeps 4/5.
Ideal for touring Sienna,
Florence and Assisi. Tel: 01223
891919.
LOIRE VALLEY. Centre ‘Ville

The Best Singles Magazine
for New Friends, Loving
Partners or Pen Pals.

UK or Overseas 
10 Years Success

SEND FOR FREE DETAILS  
+ BARGAIN OFFER TO:-
PERSON TO PERSON

(Dept.OS), PO Box 40
Minehead, TA24 5YS

01643 709 509

nomorefrogs.co.uk
FREE registration for all ages.
Safe, fun – a genuine crowd.

Internet dating – with integrity

Meet REAL people
nomorefrogs!

The best nationwide 
introduction agency for 

environmentally-friendly,
socially-conscious,

single non-smokers.

★ FREE BROCHURE ★

0800 281 933
Or try our on-line service at

www.natural-friends.com
Founded 1985 100% non-smokers

Personal

Holidays
Africa

Europe

SOCIETIES
& CLUBS

To advertise in this
section please call
John Eaton on +44
(0) 20 7878 2317

ED209, DSE212, SD226, D317, DD303
What can OUPS offer you?

Overview Days April/May(for selected courses)
London University, Birkbeck College/St. Mary’s College, Basingstoke. 
Further details see www.oups.org.uk

24th – 26th June 2005   Nottingham University 
Four full weekend programmes are offered - three summer schools and a
conference running in parallel:

❖ D317, SD226 and ED209 Mini-Summer Schools 
Don’t miss out on the Summer School experience this year. Top tutors will
help to bring the course together for you in these popular summer 
school weekends.

❖ Conference on the Psychology of Sexuality
Speakers of national/international standing will talk on a variety of key 
issues relating to the psychology of sexuality.

For more details/to book contact 
Irene Baumgartl, PO Box 404, Bromley, BR1 2WW; 

email – Irene@baumgartl.fslife.co.uk;   
tel: 020 8315 0049 or see www.oups.org.uk

Charity Registration 282744

The Open University
Psychological SocietyOU    PS

OU Travel and
Study Society

Alix Mackay, 64 Buckingham Rd,
Brighton BN1 3RQ

Eve Tel: 01273 775077

32nd year of STUDY 
SUPPORT EVENTS!

Tours abroad for AA309 A354 A424
A216 AA305 AA318 also UK events for

many other courses. Stamped SAE will
bring you programme. AA316 Study

W/end: 08-10 July also . . . for T305
A207 A218 AT308 AS208 B823 etc.

All events OU tutors. LAST YEAR for the
Homer Odyssey: 15-26 June. 

Unique Tour OPEN to everyone: 
staff and students – last chance!

A103 students go to Irac.co.uk
for a good foundation
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Fleurie’. Large house, walled
garden. Sleeps 9. £500/800
per week. Tel: 07812 746419.
www.eleanor-rose.com
LOIRE – Wine and Chateaux
country. Converted barn set in
large garden with orchard,
rural surroundings, only 15
minutes from Chenonceaux.
Sleeps 2-5, fully-equipped
kitchen. Tel: 0031 152 136
474. kg.parr@iee.org
MONT BLANC, FRANCE: Small
apartment in Alpine village.
Sleeps two. £150-£200 per
week. Tel: 0033 450 589726.
Email: S.Thorburn@wanadoo.fr
PERPIGNAN/CARCASSONNE
areas. Choice of 4 self-
catering holiday homes, one
with private pool. Sleeps 6, 7,
10, or 16. Easy access to
Mediterranean. Excellent
comfort, equipment. Tel/fax:
0141 423 5760. cdjay@
btinternet.com. www.southof
francegites.co.uk
PROVENCE: Historic artistic
Cotignac, fully furnished
traditional house, sleeps 4, en-
suite. Five minutes from
village square, 75 minutes
from Nice, Marseilles, Aix.
From £175 per week. Tel:
01788 569626.
SELF-CATERING apartments
in beautiful Alpine village:
From £300 per week. Lakes,
mountains, walking, ice-
skating, mountain-biking.
www.alpineholiday.co.uk
S T E P S T O U N W I N D . C O . U K
Luxury walking holidays in
Costa Del Azahar, Spain. Tel:
01942 274812 / 07789
255912 Email: markeddy01
@yahoo.co.uk
THE REAL SPAIN: Beautiful
Andalucian mountain cottage
in village near Granada, 10km
from coast, £130 per week.
Details: kate.danziger
@care4free.net Telephone:
020 7733 5006.
TURKEY-DALAMAN/DALYAN:
Luxurious house with private
gardens and pool, beautiful
views. Sleeps 6 from £300 per
week. Tel: 01480 869021.
Website: www.holidayvilla
turkey.co.uk
UNSPOILT LA GOMERA, one-
bed seaside apartment. Pool,
private terraces, near beach.
Tel: 020 8677 6212. email:
valley1@onetel.com
‘VARYKINO’ a beautiful four-
bedroomed (half-timbered)
detached house, located in a
very picturesque hamlet in the
heart of the Normandy
countryside, is available for
stress-free breaks. Sleeps up
to eight; from £150 per week

plus electricity. Weeks still
available this year Feb-July
and October onwards. Visit our
website on www.varykino.co.uk
or telephone 01422 835265. 
VENICE: Central luxury
apartments, air-conditioned,
terrace / garden available,
reasonably priced. Call owner
any time on 01536 416448.

LOCK TAY – Scottish
Highlands. Located on the
shores of Loch Tay with
spectacular views, Ardeonaig
Lodge, sleeps 8 people from
£500 per week rent. 10%
discount to OU visitors.
[http://www.ardeonaiglodge.
co.uk] www.ardeonaiglodge.
co.uk or telephone 07977 485
866.
NORTH NORFOLK coastal
cottage, cosy, quiet,
traditional, sleeps 5 + cot,
beach 50 yards, pubs and small 
shops in village. Good walking,
Broads nearby. Tel: 020 8257
5045. www.onethewarren.co.uk 
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS:
Luxuriously converted railway 
station, 4-poster bed, Jacuzzi,
electric and heating included,
sleeps 2/4 self-catering, pets
welcome. Abundant wildlife
and spectacular scenery: From
£240 per week. Tel: 01808 511
287. www.coolrunning.f9.co.uk
S T E P S T O U N W I N D . C O . U K
Bespoke trekking and camping
breaks to Scotland and
Snowdonia. Tel: 01942
274812 or 07789 255912.
Email: markeddy01@
yahoo.co.uk
TORQUAY. Attractive holiday
bungalow, fully equipped for
self-catering. Parking
adjacent. Sleeps up to 4. Near
to beaches and shops. Charge
for bungalow per week: £154
low season, £175 high season,
all inclusive. Tel: 01803
327429. Email: jew33@
tutor.open.ac.uk
WEST WALES: Two excellently
equipped 4-star cottages
sleeping 2 (plus 1) and 6 (plus
1) with own gardens in
Cwmhiraeth (‘Valley of
Longing’) in beautiful relaxing,
kite country. Twenty minutes
to Cardigan Bay and
Pembrokeshire coast. Open all
year. Woodturning tuition
available on site. Tel: 01559
371 997. www.clynglas
cottages.co.uk

A103, A220, A221, AA312.

Course materials including
videos and tapes available in
Dublin: 50 Euros per set, buyer
collects. Tel: (00353) 1 289
6544 Email: ljcap@eircom.net
A103: Complete set of books
and audios including novels
and plays. £350 including p&p
ono. Tel: 07968 099561.
A103: Complete set of books,
tapes and CDs. As new, £150 +
p&p. Tel: 01983 754855.
A221, full course materials
including videos and the
Anderson recommended text,
£30 + p&p. Tel: 01704 506747.
Email: martinlivesley@yahoo.co.uk 
A424 COURSE MATERIAL in
good condition £35. Tel: 01582
727790. Email: enquiries
@timothypsaxon.co.uk
AA303 AND AS208. Complete
course books, video tapes and
CDs plus two set books with
AS208. £60 each + p&p. Tel:
079 415 70085.
AA305 COURSE BOOKS.
Excellent condition £35 + p&p. 
Tel: 01273 277952.
AA305 TEXTS including Witch
of Edmonton, Renaissance
Verse, Reader (all brand new),
Burckhardt and Machiavelli
(unmarked, excellent condition),
£45 including postage.
Telephone: 02890 205826
AA313, A231: Complete
course books and cassettes,
£20 and £15. AD317: All
cassettes and some course
books £10 all + p&p. Tel:
01424 441 640.
DD100, D214, D215, DD302,
DD304. Course material, set
books, cassettes and detailed
notes. Telephone: 01943
601028.
D214, set of four course books
for sale. In very good condition,
some chapters annotated. £30
ono. JonHill100@aol.com Tel:
07834 956483.
DU301. Full course material,
two books, four CDs. Mint
condition. £40+p&p. Tel:
01704 506747. Email:
martinlivesley@yahoo.co.uk
FRENCH BOOKS from the
booklist for OU courses for
sale. They vary from simple
French to advanced, from
novels to dictionaries. Good
for consolidating knowledge of
grammar and culture. Prices
from £5 to £19. Excellent
condition. Email BALIC656
@aol.com
K100: Complete course
material, videos, tapes, books,
etcetera all in mint condition.
£200 ono + p&p. Tel: 01733
769057.
K100: Complete course
materials books, tapes, videos, 

vgc. £100+p&p. Tel: 020 8989
1644 (London) .
K100 COURSE MATERIALS.
Complete set of books, tapes
and videos, very good
condition, £250. Tel: 020 8667
0488.
K100: Full course material - all
books tapes and videos with
media notes. £200 ono + p&p.
Tel: 01309 692272.
K100 full course materials in
good condition: videos, CD
Rom included, £110. Tel:
07973 350376.
K100: Full course material
including tapes, very good
condition, £175 + p&p. Tel:
Wendy Rae, 0049 251 628
5275. Email: wendyrae3
@yahoo.com. Mobile: 0049
174 132 9644.
K350 COURSE MATERIALS
including video, totally unused.
£90 inc p&p. Tel: (Derby)
01332 341196.
L120 L’OUVERTURE course
material, £50. Tel: 01628
789708.
L314. Complete course
materials including books,
videos, CDs, plus additional
books: Very good condition.
Also, L140, L204 incomplete
course materials. Price by
negotiation. Tel: 01422
252358. Mobile: 07702
876911.
LOOKING FOR OU second-
hand course material or set
books? Why not try:
www.universitybooksearch.co.uk
M336 AND MA290: Complete
course materials including
tapes and cassettes in very
good condition; £75 each
including p&p. Tel: 07769
891087.
S216, S328, SK220, SD329,
U316 used course material,
some CDs and tapes, £49 each.
Email: janet.wady@btinternet.com
W200 COURSE MATERIAL:
Four text books, videos, CD
Rom, five (marked) chapter
books. Plus, additional
material, £70 including p&p.
Tel: Mobile, 07771 905 965.

STUDY BUDDY D/L. Cool,
white Student Reading-Stand 
for OU course books. £15.70
including p&p, slope adjusters
and page-clips. Strong,
lightweight, twin-sided,
foldaway, recyclable

For Sale

Goods & Services

UK & Ireland

Students of literature read
Irac.co.uk for a good plot

Art Historians look to
Irac.co.uk for a great picture
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Lucy Cavendish College Cambridge

See:  www.lucy-cav.cam.ac.uk  for details

Lucy Cavendish is the College in 
the University of Cambridge for 
women over 21.

To request a brochure 
or for advice about 
admissions, contact 
Gaby on 01223 330280.

Lucy Cavendish College
Lady Margaret Road
CAMBRIDGE
CB3 0BU
Tel: 01223 332190
Fax: 01223 332178

N

 For details see the websites:
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ad/pp12
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ad/pp13

Tel:  01865  280973

Oxford University
Continuing Education

Advanced Diploma in
Local History via the

Internet  Starts Sept 2005

Computing Diploma
via the Internet
Starts January 2006

MU120 students…

    
Love your TI-83/84
calculator and want to
learn more with it?

These three books are by
Barrie Galpin and Alan
Graham—authors of the
MU120 Calculator Book.

Calculator Calculus
Calculator Statistics
Calculator Graphing

Details and ordering,
contact A+B Books:

01780-444360 or

www.AplusB.co.uk

Harris Manchester College is dedicated to offering Oxford degrees to mature
students.  If you are aged 21 or over and are considering returning to full-time
education, why not see what we have to offer?

The College accepts students for a wide range of arts subjects and some science
subjects.

For a copy of the prospectus write to Harris Manchester College, Mansfield
Road, Oxford OX1 3TD, or e-mail college.office@hmc.ox.ac.uk, telephone 01865
271006 or see our web site at www.hmc.ox.ac.uk

HARRIS MANCHESTER COLLEGE

University of Oxford

600 Quiz Cards for £20 

DSE212, ED209, 
or D317

Designed to help you rehearse the names, 
theories and jargon of your course, each of 
the 600 Quiz Cards is 2” x 31/2” and contains 

both question and answer. (Send SAE for 
samples if you would like to see them first).

Ideal for study groups or individual revision

£20 per set or £21.50 for EU orders (incl P& P)
MasterCard/Visa/Switch/Amex

HELEN WEST QUIZ CARDS
Dillions, Portland Road, Burgess Hill,  

RH15 8EG – Tel: 01444 233539 
visit www.helenwestquizcards.co.uk

Prepare for your exams

SUMMER
REVISION COURSES
AA305 & AA207
AA305: 15-19 Aug 2005

A207: 29 Aug – 2 Sep 2005

Tutor: Dr Leslie Hoose

Ring: 01380 840495

Email:
urchfontmanor@wiltshire.gov.uk

Urchfont Manor, Near Devizes,
Wiltshire, SN10 4RG

www.eddington-hook.co.uk
a website designed for Open University students

Bookmark this site for set and other books at great prices

EddingtonHook
Freephone 0800 0182 799

Supplying Open University students for over 30 years

• Distance learning
• Part-time, flexible
• Internet and telephone 

tutorials/support
• Inter-disciplinary

(history, social sciences,
cultural studies)

Details (quoting ref: ICSOU17)
from: m.c.baker@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01326 371801

MA in
Cornish Studies

www.dundee.ac.uk/history/distance.htm

Discover the Secrets of
Modern Scottish History:

1707 to the present
You can study the history of Scotland in your own home with this 

tutor-supported distance learning course. Next session starts at the end of 
January 2006 and runs for 33 weeks. An honours level course suitable for 

anyone with a serious interest in Scottish history and culture. May be 
counted towards an OU degree (60 Level 3 points).

Johanne Phillips  Department of History
University of Dundee  Dundee DD1 4HN  Scotland

t 01382 345149  f 01382 345506  email scottish-history@dundee.ac.uk
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SPECIAL INTEREST BREAKS FOR
L120, L192, L211, L310 FRENCH LANGUAGE STUDENTS

Practise and improve your spoken and written French in a totally French
environment! This is our tenth year and many students return.

6-Day Intensive 
French Courses in a 
picturesque Loire
village

** Special Exam 
Revision Weeks **

Small  group 
lessons with 
experienced University
Lecturers in French

INDIVIDUAL ACCOMMODATION WITH FRENCH FAMILIES

IMMERSION FRANCE
Send for our brochure: 30, Copley Park, London SW16 3DD

Tel: 020 8764 8356 email: imm.fr@btinternet.com
website: www.immersionfrance.co.uk

more  than  cu l tu re  .  .  .

Look ing  fo r  someth ing  exc lus ive?

We organ i se  theme  tour s  and  run  a  va r i e t y  o f  re s ident ia l  s choo l s

in  the  Veneto  reg ion  o f  I t a l y.

Our  exper ienced  Eng l i sh  and  I ta l i an  team,  ba sed  near  Ven i ce ,

in c ludes  OU tu to r s  and  s tudent s .

www. i ta l y - rev i s i t ed . com –  in fo@i ta l y - rev i s i t ed . com
te l .  +39  049 -933 .62 .75

I TALY  REV IS I TED

 

             Spanish Intensives 
 

Si 

Spanish Summer Courses for 
L(ZX)194, L(ZX)140, L314  

 
One-week intensive residential 
courses in Alicante, Spain. Practise 
and revise in small groups in 
friendly environment. Exclusively 
available to OU students. 
 
Price includes accommodation in 
single rooms in modern university 
hall, meals, excursions, 27 hours’ 
tuition, optional sessions, course 
materials, access to swimming pool. 

 
For further information visit:  
 

www.spanishintensives.com 

polypropylene. Cheque to
Study Buddy, P.O. Box 255,
Farnborough, GU14 8XZ.
Information / models:
www.wordpower.u-net.com 

BOOST YOUR INCOME around
studies. Earn £50+ per week
part/full time. Telephone
Pauline or Richard on 0117
981 7292 (24 hours) for free
information pack or visit
www.thebusiness2go4.co.uk
NEED EXTRA INCOME? £50 -
£500 per week, p/t f/t. For
free info pack telephone
01189 289196 or visit
www.lifestylechange4u.co.uk
quoting reference ‘Sesame’.
WORK FROM HOME! Enjoy
books? Then earn excellent
commission selling Usborne’s
Children’s books. Ideal to fit
around OU / family or other
commitments. Tel: 01179
497864 or dccbusiness@
hotmail.com from any EU or
BFPO address.

COURSE MATERIAL for SD
208 MSc ‘Issues in Brain &
Behaviour’. Tel: 020 8306
7823.

HOPING TO SELL OU second-
hand course material or set
books? We can help at:
www.universitybooksearch.co.
uk

LEARN SPANISH IN SPAIN by
living with your tutor.
www.learnspanishinspain.co.uk
Tel: 01403 230087.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Rejected by friends, shunned
by the public, abandoned by
family, more than 3,500 men
and women are suffering the
mental (and sometimes
physical) torture of life on
America’s Death Rows. Human 
Writes is a humanitarian
organisation which offers
them non-judgmental
friendship by mail: please,
make someone’s life better
with your letters. For details,
please send an SAE to Human
Writes, 343A Carlton Hill,
Carlton, Nottingham NG4 1JE.
www.humanwrites.org
WANT THE MOST FROM YOUR
COMPUTER? Coaching using
straightforward language,
repairs, installations and
consultation on any computer-
related issues. PCs and MACs.
http://www.colincrone.com or
telephone Colin Crone on 020
8202 6768 or 07905 131 463. 
WWW.ICEHOUSEBOOKS.CO.UK
We sell, find, and buy your kind
of books. Used, antiquarian
and new. Tel: 0116 292 1964.
W W W.W E B N O M A D . C O . U K
Software at academic
discounts. Enter code:
SESAME for 5% discount at
checkout. 

M206

Smalltalk Bytes Book
A 160pp Smalltalk guide written by a

tutor as a course study and exam
revision aid for M206 students.

Special price £9.99 plus p&p
direct from the Publisher at

www.MixedReality.co.uk

Computing: An Object-Oriented Approach

DSE212 / ED209
Success in the exam!

Revision packs prepared by
experienced OU tutors (themes,

essay titles & plans, etc). 
For details / samples email:

erika191@yahoo.com

DSE212 pack (incl. summary
cards): £10 ED209 Books 1, 2,
3: £5 each Book 4: £3/strand

All prices include p&p

Erika Cox, Queensforth, Whissonsett,
Dereham, Norfolk NR20 5ST

Wanted

Market Place

Philosophers think with
Irac.co.uk

STUDY PHILOSOPHY IN FRANCE!
A one-week  intensive course in the 

philosophy  of the human condition - of
special interest to A211 students. Our third

year. Exam revision included.

Where? A tranquil village on the banks 
of the River Loire. 

When? Saturday 13th to 
Friday 19th August, 2005

For further information, write to: Dr Nick
McAdoo, 30, Copley Park, London SW16 3DD.

Tel: 020 8764 8356
Email: imm.fr@btinternet.com 

Web: www.immersionfrance.co.uk 

Business
Opportunities

Own a PC?
Why not put it to work?

Up to £1,000 – £2,500 pm
around existing schedule

www.fabcash.co.uk

Level 3 Summer
Course in German

Friedrich Schiller Universität Jena
13th to 19th August 2005

Excellent programme, first-class 
accommodation, fee £400

Further details on the internet: www.uni-
jena.de/Special_Course_Offer_in_2005.html

or from eddie@eddie-lawler.co.uk
werner.biechele@uni-jena.de
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