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News
For the attention of: news editors

10 November 2008 [PR10/11/08]
Open University and College of Law extend their partnership 
The Open University, the UK’s leading provider of distance education, and the College of Law, the country’s leading professional law college, have sealed their successful ten-year partnership for another decade.  
Since it was initiated in 1997, the partnership has had a major impact on legal education by greatly widening access to, and participation in, this field.  The collaboration has become the largest provider of taught law degree education in the United Kingdom.

There are over 5,000 students currently studying on the degree programme run by the OU/College of Law partnership. This supported open access programme has enabled almost 2,000 students to graduate with an LL.B. Others have chosen to combine law modules with other disciplines.
An array of successful solicitors, barristers, legal academics and researchers and other professionals are using their OU/College of Law LL.B degrees in advisory roles. 
Professor Gary Slapper, Director of the OU’s Centre for Law, said:  “Our partnership began in a different era, in 1997 there was no Human Rights Act and only one in ten adults had access to the internet.  Since then we have had 10,000 students join our law courses, and now have over 200 tutorial groups across the country.  We are set to help shape legal education over the next ten years with new technologies and a new global online degree.   
“Law Schools in 2018 will be as different from today’s as today’s are from those of 1998.  Our partnership is excited about having secured the opportunity to continue to lead in the design of distinguished and path-cutting legal education’”.

Jane Chapman, Director of Academic Programmes and Board Member at The College of Law, said:
“The College of Law is committed to opening access to the profession and this is what our partnership with the OU is all about.  Our aim is to make it possible for anyone who wants to study law to have a chance of doing so.  Over the past ten years this partnership has challenged the traditional beliefs and practices of legal education.  We will continue to be the most innovative and challenging provider of legal education and over the next ten years we will develop a world class jointly awarded global online undergraduate law degree.”
Editor’s Notes
The Open University (OU) is the United Kingdom's only university dedicated to distance learning with around 150,000 undergraduate and more than 30,000 postgraduate students. Nearly all students study part-time, and about 70 per cent of undergraduate students are in full-time employment. 

The Centre for Law is highly regarded and has been ranked joint sixth for student satisfaction of all law schools participating in the National Student Survey. The study experience is underpinned by innovative, engaging teaching methods and top quality learning materials for which The Open University is world renowned. 

The College of Law is the leading provider of vocational legal education and training in Europe. With strong academic credentials – in 2006 it was the first independent institution to be granted degree awarding powers – and endorsements from law firms throughout England and Wales, The College of Law is a widely recognised expert in its field and a respected authority on all aspects of legal training.

As an educational charity, the College is proud of its record of empowering students from all backgrounds to achieve their legal career goals.  As well being the leading provider of the Legal Practice Course (LPC), the College supports qualified lawyers throughout the profession with a comprehensive programme of professional development courses.  It also provides the Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) to give non-law graduates an entry route into the profession and the Bar Vocational Course (BVC) for prospective barristers.
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