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New Year, new creative beginning at the Open University
After the tinsel loses its sparkle and the toy batteries run down, thoughts turn to making a new start in the New Year. For everyone who’s ever said they are going to start that novel they know lurks within them, or write poetry, or even a play, The Open University has some answers.

Three new courses, Start Writing Fiction, Start Writing Poetry and Start Writing Plays, will be opening up new creative outlets for people in the New Year, especially for beginners. 
Lecturer in Creative Writing,  Dr Derek Neale, says: “The courses are designed to stir talent into action, hone writing skills and push ideas beyond the thinking stage.”

The 12 week courses are delivered entirely online. Students will learn the secrets of writing backed with practical examples from such top writers as Alan Ayckbourn, Michèle Roberts, Louis de Bernières.
In Start Writing Fiction, students will learn about plot and story structure, creating characters, place and voice, then write two assessed pieces of work, one on a given theme, the other an entire short story or beginning of a longer narrative.

In Start Writing Poetry, students will be introduced to the tools of the trade, practising poetic devices and methods, such as the building blocks of poetry including line, rhyme, stanza metre and free verse. Then they will write in a variety of forms from the haiku to the sonnet with online discussions with tutors about work.
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All courses come with the Open University’s expertise in supported distance learning, and with the quality reputation of its teaching materials which assures students will get the most out of this creative experience.

Later in the year, Start Writing Plays will help students develop the skills to enable them to tell a story on stage. They will work on dramatic terms and script layout, then on exercises designed to spark imagination and generate ideas to enabling them to begin work on their own play.

In all courses, online discussions with tutors and groups will help develop and revise student work.

Dr Neale says, “What better way to start the New Year - reviving and nurturing all those creative impulses. Plus, students can earn 10 CAT points towards a degree.”
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