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Friday, May 23, 2003
OUBS REWARDS EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS, GRADUATES AND TUTORS
Top achieving students and graduates have scooped awards presented by the Open University Business School (OUBS) at its inaugural awards ceremony in London last night (Thursday May 22).

The award winners, selected from the School’s 30,000 students, included Jacqueline Greenlees and Angela Schultz-Zehden who have both combined senior management careers, motherhood and studying for an MBA (Master of Business Administration). Both also achieved the highest marks among MBA students during 2002 in their respective categories.

Jacqueline, from London, a performance services manager for UK Sport, was presented with the MBA Student of the Year Award and Angela, a director of operations for Berlin-Consult, won the award for the Continental Western Europe (CWE) MBA Student of the Year. Angela, from Berlin, achieved the highest marks among students studying for the MBA in English across Europe, where English is their second language.

The OUBS Student of the Year is Phil Parvin, a Lieutenant Commander in the Royal Navy, who was presented with his award to mark outstanding achievement. Phil, 37, sat an exam while on patrol as a nuclear engineer in HMS Triumph, with the submarine’s education officer acting as invigilator. 

The full list of prize-winners is as follows:

· OUBS Student of the Year – Lieutenant Commander Phil Parvin, Poole, Dorset
· MBA Student of the Year – Jacqueline Greenlees, London
· CWE (Continental Western Europe) MBA Student of the Year, Angela Schultz-Zehden, Berlin, Germany
· The Ray Nelson Award for the Best Management Project – David Van Bruggen, London
· Professional Diploma in Management Student of the Year:

Winner: Barry Verdin, Milton Keynes 

Runner-up: John Farrell, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
· Derek Pugh Professional Certificate in Management Student of the Year 
Winner: Emma Garnett, Bicester, Oxfordshire

Runner-up: Steve Lake, Aldershot, Hampshire
· Tutor of the Year – Richard Mischak, Vienna, Austria
· Alumnus of the Year – Bridget Grenville-Cleave, Cirencester, Gloucestershire
· Certificate in Accounting Student of the Year
Winner: Margarita Gough, Nottingham

Runner-up: Holly Kreider, London
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· BA in Business Studies Student of the Year 
Winner: Diane Brown, Ballasalla, Isle of Man

      Runner-up: Eileen Kavanagh, Gateacre, Liverpool.

The awards celebrated the success and achievement of students and graduates who have all demonstrated their determination to succeed by studying for a qualification by one of the toughest study methods around – supported distance learning.  They have studied in their own time, juggling academic studies with work and home life, to widen their knowledge and further their careers.

OUBS Dean Professor Roland Kaye said:
“All our students are exceptional and we are delighted to present these awards to recognise their efforts and achievements. Our tutors and alumni are also very special people who invest a huge amount of time and effort in the school and it gives us great pleasure to recognise their dedication too.”

The award sponsors included The Chartered Management Institute and EQL International Ltd. The Guardian was the media partner for the awards. 
Editor’s Notes

The awards evening was held on Thursday May 22 at the New Connaught Rooms in London. 

Full information about each award winner, contact details, and photographs are available by contacting Neil Coaten (see below).

The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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