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News
For the attention of: news/education editors


Tuesday 1 March 2005 [PR4972]

Finding new ways to encourage the learning of languages
With reports of a serious national decline in the number of undergraduate students learning languages, The Open University is finding new and innovative ways to encourage the study of languages. 
The OU experienced a 35 percent growth from 2002/03 to 2003/04 in the number of enrolments in its language courses, which range from beginner programmes to degree level studies.

The Dean of the Faculty of Education and Language Studies, Alan Tait, said the OU has more than 7,000 students studying languages - the largest number of part-time students in language courses in the UK – with students studying Spanish, French and German. “The beginners language courses in particular are extremely popular.”
“The OU employs a range of technologies to enhance student learning including teleconferencing, language CD-ROMs, as well as online tuition and support. Students can choose to learn in small ‘virtual’ connected groups from their preferred location – home or office – making geographical distances irrelevant, or a mix of face to face and telephone support.”

Mr Tait said the OU’s innovative approach to teaching using technology to enhance the learning experience in an interesting and challenging way has attracted growing numbers to language courses. “As well as individual students, corporate and government clients sponsor their staff on OU language courses largely because of the flexibility of staff being able to participate from work, home or even while travelling for business or leisure.”
Enrolments in Spanish courses at the OU has seen the most rapid growth with numbers nearly trebling over the last six years from just over 1,000 enrolments in 1998/99 to more than 3,000 in 2003/04. 

“OU language courses attract students of all ages and from all walks of life. For example in our German beginners course we have teenagers in schools as well as people in their 80s and 90s. The motivation for studying languages varies from student to student with growing numbers pursuing language study for not only professional purposes but also for the personal intellectual challenge and for travel purposes,” said Mr Tait.
Editor’s Notes

The Faculty of Education and Language Studies was created through an amalgamation of the School of Education and Centre for Modern Languages in September 2000. The OU offers programmes in French, German and Spanish from beginners courses to degree level studies. See http://www.open.ac.uk/education-and-languages/index.cfm.
The Open University is ranked fifth of all UK universities for teaching quality in the Sunday Times University Guide 2004 – a ranking higher than those for Oxford and University College London. More than 1,000 academics are involved in writing materials and in research that ranges from e-learning to space sciences. Another 8,000 associate lecturers provide personal tuition to more than 200,000 students.
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