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News
For the attention of: news editors

Wednesday, 28 September 2005  [PR5065]
Initiative to solve shortage of crucial higher education subjects underway

Representatives from a dozen universities have decided an Open University initiative to help find a solution to a national problem facing strategic and vulnerable courses is worth pursuing. 

After a two-day meeting in Milton Keynes, the group plans now to maintain the momentum and collaborate on a bid to the Higher Education Funding Council for England by Christmas this year. There was talk among the academic, funding and planning officers of a “National Consortium” and “New Route BSc” degrees, involving the use of OU resources in partnership to help solve the problem of shortage subjects.
Representatives of HEFCE who were also at the meeting, told the group they saw a drive to make things work.

Professor David Vincent, OU Pro-Vice Chancellor (Strategy, Planning and External Affairs) was smiling as the group went off to tell their individual universities the details of how such a plan could work. “We are pleased at the reception of an idea that we feel offers a workable solution to the problem of shortage subjects in science and modern languages. Now we’re all working toward putting a solid bid before HEFCE as soon as possible.”
The Open University operates nationwide. “We have a concept of the OU at the heart of a kind of national grid for education, able to offer national resources, and now we can help be part of a solution to a national problem,” Professor Vincent said.

Chemistry and physics departments have closed in big name universities over the past couple of years for economic reasons causing worries from the government and scientific bodies that the country risks losing a new generation of scientists. Language departments are endeavouring to maintain choice for students across their curriculum despite a fall in numbers of A level candidates in some languages and pressures to run fewer programmes.

Editor’s Notes

The Open University is ranked at the top for student satisfaction

Students at The Open University are more impressed with the quality of their courses than those at any other university, based on the findings of the first National Student Survey.

The survey results, which were published September 22, also show that the university achieved the highest overall score for assessment and feedback, and shared the highest overall score for organisation and management.
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