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News
For the attention of: News Editors


Tuesday December 11 2007 [PR5429]

Modern-day Vikings and the medieval David Beckham – Timewatch returns to BBC TWO
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‘Timewatch: Viking Voyage’
TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 5 January 2008
Timewatch, the longest running television history programme in the world, and co-produced by The Open University, returns to BBC TWO in January with six new films.

The series features a modern-day Viking Longship voyage from Denmark to Ireland, the harrowing true story of the Omaha Beach landings on D-Day and a profile of tournament Knight Sir William Marshal – the medieval David Beckham! 
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‘The Greatest Knight’ 
TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm Saturday 19 January 2008
Other films in the series feature the lost Egyptian city of Amarna and the story of ‘The Wreckers’ - land-based pirates who would allegedly await ships in difficulty before beginning their violent rampages. 

The Open University’s Stuart Mitchell, academic consultant for the series, said: “Timewatch effectively manages to combine sound scholarship with innovative presentation and mass appeal. It’s unusual to get a television series on history that is of such consistent quality. The series is also vital in fostering debate about different historical subjects and history in general.  
“Timewatch provides some engrossing television, but also serves an important social function that goes beyond its content. Widespread knowledge of historical events and processes is crucial for a well-functioning civil society, since without it, the development of society is not contextualised and our tolerance of diversity and variance is diminished. 
 “The new series is no different to its predecessors - interweaving broad exciting narratives with often very personal stories. 
“My personal highlights are the programmes on coastal wreckers of early 19th century popular myth and the biographical journey through the life of William Marshal - tournament champion and the greatest knight of the thirteenth century. He can accurately be referred to as the medieval David Beckham, not only because of his fame and stature but also because he was the subject of a big-money transfer deal!”
The Open University website Open2.net has a huge range of supporting material for Timewatch including blogs, podcasts, extended video interviews, images and programme summaries. 
Editor’s Notes

‘Timewatch’ is an Open University/BBC Co-Production for BBC TWO.
It will be broadcast on Saturday 5 January 2008 and every Saturday until Saturday 9 February. Check press for times. The sixth film in the series ‘Ten Pound Poms’ is solely a BBC production.
Executive Editor for the BBC is John Farren. Executive Producer for The Open University is Catherine McCarthy. The Open University Academic Adviser is Stuart Mitchell. 
 The Open University and BBC have been in partnership for more than 30 years, providing educational programming to a mass audience. In recent times this partnership has evolved from late night programming for delivering courses to peak time programmes with a broad appeal to encourage wider participation in learning.  All broadcast information is correct at time of issue. 

For preview DVDs, images and interview requests please contact Guy Bailey
Resources

Related Courses and programmes from the Open University:-
· Y160 Making Sense of the Arts
· A103 Introduction to the Humanities

· A173 Start writing family history

· A180 Heritage, Whose Heritage?

· A251 World Archaeology

· A219 Exploring the Classical World

· AA309 Culture, Identity and Power in the Roman Empire

· AT308 Cities and technology: from Babylon to Singapore

· A200 Exploring history: medieval to modern

· A218 Medicine and Society in Europe 1500 – 1930

· AT272 Ancient and Medieval Cities: A technological history

· AS208 The Rise of Scientific Europe 1500 – 1800

· A207 From Enlightenment to Romanticism c.1780 – 1830

· AA310 Film and Television history

· AA312 Total War and Social Change, Europe 1914 to 1955

· AXR312 Total War and Social Change, Europe 1914 to 1955 (Residential School)
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Series Synopsis

Programme One: ‘Viking Voyage’ 

TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 5 January 2008
On July 1st 2007, 61 men and women set off on an extraordinary voyage. Their goal - to sail the world's largest reconstructed Viking ship from Denmark to Ireland. Their ship, the Sea Stallion from Glendalough, is a meticulous reconstruction of a 30m longship discovered under the sea. It’s taken more than 40 years of preservation, research and painstaking construction work by archaeologists, historians and boat builders. The aim of the voyage is to discover whether they’ve got it right.

On the way, the crew face rough seas and arduous physical challenges. On board ship, they have less than a square metre each in which to work, live, eat and sleep. The ship is completely open, so the crew have to brave the elements and the open sea with no shelter. The Sea Stallion and its crew are pushed to the limit when they encounter larger waves and stronger winds than they’ve ever faced before.

This film follows the entire seven-week journey. The international crew has members from 18 countries including Britain, New Zealand, Canada, Germany, Holland and Ireland. The youngest is 18, the oldest in his 60s. For the crew it’s an emotional journey as well as a physical one. Through the journey, we gain a new insight into how the Vikings achieved mastery of the sea.

John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “You may never see a better historical adventure film than this. Timewatch director Nathan Williams and researcher James Gray spent the wettest summer on record tracking the reconstructed Viking Longship Sea Stallion from Denmark to Dublin. They faced biting cold, exhaustion, cramped conditions, huge waves…and a series of design problems that left the ship at the mercy of the open seas. Watch the intrepid ship's crew sail like the Vikings of old.”

Programme Two: ‘Bloody Omaha’ 
TX: BBC TWO, 9pm Sunday 6 January 2008
 More than 60 years ago, the fate of World War Two turned on five beaches in Normandy, France. ‘D-Day’ was the greatest amphibious invasion ever attempted. History remembers it as a great victory. But new research reveals that on Omaha Beach, it was very nearly a disaster.  German defences there were far more ferocious than expected. A massive air strike intended to take them out…a total failure. For the troops charged with this mission, it would become a killing zone.

Because it was the toughest and the bloodiest, Omaha Beach has become a symbol to represent all of the Normandy Invasion. History records that within hours 2,000 men were cut down. But now new research has found that in reality, the casualty figures were more than double that.

The story of D-Day has been re-told in dramas such as Saving Private Ryan. But what really happened on Omaha Beach in June 1944? What was it like for the men who had to fight their way ashore here - and how did they manage to win when so much seemed to go so wrong? 

‘Bloody Omaha’ uses strong, emotional personal testimony; expert interviews with historians and military experts from both of the Atlantic; ambitious drama reconstruction and state of the art CGI to shed new light on one of the iconic stories of WWII.

The discovery of a captured German map and the re-emergence of an entire German battery, hidden under the Normandy soil for more than 60 years, bring a new insight into how the strength of the German defences had increased significantly between the planning for D-day and the invasion itself. 

And the latest historical research reveals a startling turning point to a battle we thought we knew… a small group of men, ending up in the wrong place at the right time, helping turn disaster into victory. This is the true story of ‘Bloody Omaha’.
John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “More than 60 years on, teams of researchers are still arguing the toss about exactly why Omaha Beach was so much harder to take than the other four D-Day beaches. Presenter Richard Hammond and Dr Simon Trew of Royal Military Academy Sandhurst set out to look through the latest findings, and make sense of the newest theories on the bloodiest beach of the longest day. Stuart Mitchell from The Open University, said: “Timewatch can be very proud of a programme that manages to combine often deeply affecting personal and family stories of those brutal events with a military history that's both accessible and meticulous in its scholarship."
Programme Three: ‘In Search of the Wreckers’ 
TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 12 January 2008
Historian Bella Bathurst has been enthralled by the mythology and history of wrecking ever since she came across a passage, penned by Robert Louis Stevenson in the nineteenth century describing “wreckers callously awaiting the harvest of the sea”. Bella had come across pirates, privateers and pressmen, but she hadn’t heard of wreckers – men, women and children who stood with their arms folded waiting for ships to die. Who were these malevolent spectators standing so silent on the beach?  

And so begins Bella’s journey, in search of The Wreckers. It is a quest which will take her on an epic journey around the British coast, to some of its remotest communities, south to the ‘ships graveyard’ beyond the Isles of Scilly; north to the Pentland Firth and the Orkneys; and east to the notorious Goodwin Sands.  And along the way she sheds light on the dark history of the coast’s notorious, ingenious, and sometimes murderous wreckers.

Daphne Du Maurier’s Jamaica Inn demonised the wreckers of Cornwall as drunken savages and mob-handed murderers who lured their prey onto the rocks with false lights. Bella confronts this mythology, uncovering a complex social history involving tin miners and aristocrats. But she finds that it is the wreckers of Cheshire and Liverpool who have earned the reputation as the most brutal of plunderers – not averse to biting the ears off shipwrecked corpses to purloin their precious earrings. Travelling north to the Orkneys, she comes across the bravery and skill of the infamous Stroma Pirates, and their legendary leader ‘Crooked Jack’.  Finally in Kent and Norfolk, Bella finds that far from a dirty secret, wrecking became a full-blown industry, and paved the way for the lifeboat movement. 

Prompted by historical sources, archaic legal texts and literary clues, and guided by leading academics in maritime history, Bella’s journey brings her face to face with the descendants of Britain’s wreckers, to uncover the extraordinary social history of a much misunderstood profession.
John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “From Jamaica Inn to Whisky Galore, from the Pentland Firth to Deal Harbour, author Bella Bathurst goes on an epic journey through our coastal communities. But what is the reality behind the myth? Did false lights really lure unwary sailors on to rocks, where smugglers drowned them in the surf? Through legal documents, candid diaries and family memories, Bella's quest ends with an amazing revelation about the wreckers' lasting legacy. 
Programme Four: ‘The Greatest Knight’ 
TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 19 January 2008
In this week’s Timewatch military historian Dr Saul David, delves deep into the violent world of the medieval melee tournament. 

Forget the images of chivalric knights, well-dressed damsels and dropped handkerchiefs associated with the joust. The melee tournament was a brutal free-for-all with sharpened weapons, few rules, and one undisputed champion – Sir William Marshal.

His story reveals a very different kind of tournament. One in which brute force ruled, handkerchiefs stayed in pockets, and money was more important than manners.

The intrepid presenter takes a journey into the knightly world of William Marshal, training as he did, trying out his weapons and charting his epic rise from a money-grabbing tournament champion to the Regent of England who saves a kingdom on the battlefield. On the way armour is tested, heraldry explored and we discover how William Marshal received a transfer fee that would have shocked even David Beckham.
John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “Medieval history is fantastic - and yet it's hard to find the right topics to work for a modern TV audience. I hope you enjoy this film as much as we enjoyed making it. We sent Dr Saul David in search of Sir William the Marshall, the man known to 12th Century chroniclers as the greatest knight. It's an epic tale of the melee tournament, when hundreds of knights would stage mock battles, when fortunes could be won in ransom, and when one man ruled the roost - the Marshall.

Stuart Mitchell, from The Open University said: “I was particularly pleased to see some well constructed medieval history in this TW run: not only because the OU has just added this fascinating period to its curriculum, but also because that era is often surprisingly relevant to contemporary events."   
Programme Five: ‘The Pharaoh's Lost City’
TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 26 January 2008
It’s 1350BC and Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten - ruler of the biggest empire in the ancient world - commands his people to move 400 km and build a huge city from scratch to house his new religion. 

The city of Amarna was the place of the most dramatic upheaval in the 3,000 year religious history of Ancient Egypt and the vision of just one man. Here Akhenaten would shrink the old world of 2000 gods to just one. He would give his queen - the beautiful Nefertiti - equal status and he would radically change art and society.  He set out to create the greatest city the world had ever seen and it appeared he had succeeded.  But the pharaoh’s great city would last just 20 years.

For over a century archaeologists have been excavating the ruins at Amarna. But recently a team under the directorship of Prof. Barry Kemp (University of Cambridge) has made a remarkable discovery. For the first time they have unearthed, in a desert cemetery, the skeletons of Amarna’s workers;  the people who built and lived in the city. 

What these 3500-year-old human remains are revealing is a city very different to what was previously thought. Far from being a place of plenty, biological anthropologist Prof. Jerry Rose (University of Arkansas) has discovered trauma on the vertebrae of youths who built Akhenaten’s city, the evidence of backbreaking work. A high rate of anaemia –particularly in the bones of children - is evidence of a chronic diet.

With unique access to a 30-year long project, using dramatic reconstruction and CGI, Timewatch reveals the hidden truths of life in Amarna, during one of the most turbulent periods of Egyptian history - the time of the rebel pharaoh.
John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “The treasures of Tutenkhamen are back in London, reminding us of the timeless fascination of the Pharoahs. But the boy king's story can't match that of his father, Akhenaten - who singlehandedly staged a revolution in Ancient Egyptian belief. This film maps 25 years of research by Cambridge University Professor Barry Kemp, his fascination with the rebel Pharoah, and the amazing revelations from a newly discovered mass graveyard. Not to be missed.
Programme Six: ‘Ten Pound Poms’ 

TX: BBC TWO, 8.10pm, Saturday 2 February 2008
Australia is still the number one destination for British migrants. But the dream of a new life down under is limited to around 30,000 a year. There was a time when Australia paid Britons to come. It was one of the biggest planned migrations of the 20th century. In the '50s and '60s, One million people were sold the dream of a modern British way of life in the sun.
John Farren, Executive Editor of Timewatch, said: “This film charts the lives of nine of the £10 Poms, torn between two homelands. Which would they choose?
“This film particularly resonates with me as my 19-year-old daughter has just flown to Sydney on a working visa. As did my brother ten years ago, and he never came back!”
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