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Notes to Editors

The four artworks commissioned are:

England: Caroline Devine has been selected to produce 'On Air', a powerful immersive sound installation of up to 25 connected pieces along the open walk-way through the OU’s campus in Milton Keynes.   Over three days the work celebrates the OU’s research in design and technology using sound, from the spoken word to electromagnetic signals. 

Design research at the OU was ranked third in the UK in the last national ranking exercise, the Research Assessment Exercise 2008. Key highlights of OU research in this field are sustainable designs for cities, the UK’s first biodegradable plastics test facility, and new educational technologies and learning designs.

Scotland:   Wiretrace have been appointed to create 'The Brain Trilogy: An artwork of the air'.  Through three-dimensional visual projecting, Wiretrace will produce a series of performances within a blacked out space that will engage audiences through pop-ups and 3D images and objects.  The art will be interactive,  live and rendered in real time. Wiretrace are Deborah Norton and Moyra Campbell and their work is in three parts:

• Act 1 is 'Learning', which will communicate neurone growth in the brain.

• Act 2 is 'Forgetting', reflecting research on dementia. 

• Act 3 is 'Remembering', which will be about 50 years of the OU from a concept born in Scotland to the global reality of today. 

Artists in Scotland were given the theme of the OU’s science research for their commission.  OU science is both applied and ‘blue sky’. Key highlights are tissue-engineered implantable devices for the surgical repair of the peripheral nervous system, measuring space dust to help understand the origins of solar systems, and studying the progress of ecosystems and their relationship to climate change.

Northern Ireland: Belfast based curator Carrie Neely will oversee a large scale projection installation at the City Hall entitled ‘LUMINOUS’, designed by Conan McIvor, a  digital artist and film maker.  The projection screens are uniquely designed and almost see-through, so once projected on, it will look like the images are ‘floating in the air’. The moving content of the projections will include poem extracts by Sinead Morrissey, Belfast’s first Poet Laureate, and a poem by an Open University lecturer Maureen Boyle. Carrie Neely will then curate three smaller installations by Conan McIvor in the windows of the OU building to compliment the large scale installation with using the same style and technique entitled ‘CURIOUS’, again using light projection and digital imagery and the same projection surface, creating a strong link between the works. The research theme for these works is Digital Humanities.   Carrie will also be commissioning original artworks from Northern Irish artists in various mediums on the ground level of the OU building entitled ‘JOURNEY’ incorporating arts research themes, poems and prose by celebrated Northern Irish writers and also OU students and lecturers. 

Wales: Steve Geliot, Tanja Raman and Jo Fong  have been commissioned on the theme of social sciences to produce ‘Trajectory’ an innovative combined arts presentation using large scale back projection, recorded soundtrack, animation and filmed content blended with choreographed live and filmed dance at the historic ‘Tramshed’ in Cardiff. Trajectory will explore the research theme of social sciences, particularly through the visual narrative. The show will present a narrative arc which tells the story of the University of the Air by using a small central cast of characters, with the research themes woven throughout the performance. 

OU research in the social sciences has shaped academic agendas and informed public debate about the key issues facing societies around the world. Our social scientists also work with activists across Europe to create a greater sense of inclusion in society for marginalised groups.

For more information http://www.open.ac.uk/research/main/research-impact/university-air 
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