[image: image1.wmf]AFRU


Accounting and Finance Research Unit Conference

Wednesday 11th September 2002

10.00 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.
Understanding the Impact of Information Systems on Decision Making by Professional Accountants
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Sponsored by:

The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 

and

The Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies Section

 of the American Accounting Association
Speakers

Professor Stewart A. Leech, Professor of Accounting and Business Information Systems, University of Melbourne – “Understanding the Impact of Information Systems on Decision Making by Professional Accountants”
Professor Miklos Vasarhelyi, KPMG Professor of AIS, Rutgers University; Director, Rutgers Accounting Research Center; Technology Consultant, E-Commerce Solutions  Group AT&T Laboratories – “Continuous Assurance”
Robert Onions, The Ross Partnership Limited, Management and Business Consultants
 – “Systems Auditing in SMEs”
Dr Jason Xiao and Professor Mike Jones, Cardiff Business School – “Online Reporting by 2010” 

Professor Enrique Bonson, University of Huelva, Spain – “XBRL, a Spanish Perspective”
Ezendu I. Ariwa, London Metropolitan University and Mohamed M. Medhat, Sadat Academy for Management Sciences, Egypt – “Information Systems and Application of Distributed Data Mining to Facilities Management”
Arrangements

The conference will be held at the Open University Business School, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes. Thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants, there is no charge for attendance. Lunch and other refreshments will also be provided free of charge.

Please contact Ros Shirley if you are planning to attend. 

Email: r.shirley@open.ac.uk, Telephone +44 (0)1908 655879

About the speakers

Professor Stewart Leech was Chair of the Information Systems Section of the American Accounting Association (AAA) in 1998-99 and is Chair of the Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies Section of the AAA and a member of the AAA Council for 2001-2002. He was appointed to the 2000-2001 Information Technology Interaction Committee of the American Accounting Association. He is a charter member of the Association for Information Systems and was Co-Chair Placements for ICIS2000 and was Program Chair for the International Research Symposium on Accounting Information Systems (2000).

Robert Onions is Director of the Ross Partnership Limited, Management and Business Consultants, Cornwall. He is a specialist in  continuous auditing solutions as a preventer of fraud in SMEs.

Professor Miklos Vasarhelyi is a past chair of the Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies Section of the American Accounting Association, Technical Consultant to AT&T Laboratories, and a leading author in the fields of e-commerce, artificial intelligence in accounting and finance, online reporting, and continuous auditing. Professor Vasarhelyi has developed the field of continuous auditing and is very involved with standard setting and evolutionary issues of the financial world. He consulted for the FASB (projects 33, 87), is a member of the SYSTRUST committee and is involved with the development of the XBRL standard. Under his leadership the AAA, FEI, IAFEI, FASB, GASB, IMA, AGA, IIA and others set up their Web presence and strategies.

Dr Jason Xiao and Professor Mike Jones have spent the last two years working on an ICAEW sponsored Delphi study looking ahead to on-line corporate reporting in 2010. Their report is due to be published later this year.

Professor Enrique Bonson is Professor of economics, finance and accounting at the University of Huelva in Spain. He is Director of the Accounting and Business Management Artificial Intelligence Group at the University of Huelva, Founding editor of the International Journal of Digital Accounting Research, and is responsible for initiating and organising the biennial International Conference on Artificial Intelligence And Emerging Technologies In Accounting, Finance and Tax since 1996. He is currently playing a leading role in the development of XBRL in Spain.

Ezendu I. Ariwa is responsible for curriculum development in Business Information Technology Management and Strategic Information Systems and a specialist in Information Systems, Systems Modelling and Information Management at London Metropolitan University.
