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Thursday, June 5 2003
OUBS CELEBRATES MBA STUDENTS’ SUCCESS

The Open University Business School (OUBS) will celebrate the graduation of more than 1,500 MBA (Master of Business Administration) students in 2003.

The students will graduate at ceremonies across the UK and Europe and swell membership of the OUBS MBA Alumni Association to more than 13,000 – one of the largest in the world, outside the United States.

Among this year’s graduates are four MBA students who all work for the Merseyside Passenger Transport Executive. They have all been sponsored by their employer and given time off for revision and exams. Another two colleagues will graduate next year.

The company’s Chief Executive Neil Scales was one of the first students to graduate with an OUBS MBA in 1991. He has gone on to tutor on various MBA courses and actively encourages all staff to take professional and management development courses.

One of the graduates, Linda Walsh, wasn’t expected or encouraged to pursue her education as a child – her brothers’ education was given priority and she left school at 16.  But Linda has progressed from being a swimming pool attendant to a principal infrastructure manager with Mersey Travel - something she once thought impossible.  

Neil Scales said: “The OUBS MBA was the obvious choice because I was well aware of the quality of the materials as an associate lecturer.

“Having members of the senior management team on the MBA programme has allowed us to build capacity in the organisation and helped with succession planning. The MBA gives staff the skills to cope in a turbulent business world.”                                m/f
-2-

Open University Business School Dean Professor Roland Kaye said all OUBS students deserve tremendous praise:
“Our students do not have the luxury of studying full-time but combine their studies with working full-time, family life and other social and business commitments. That in itself is an incredible skill and shows great determination and dedication. By studying for the MBA they have expanded their knowledge and skills and enhanced their career progression potential. Receiving their MBA is the reward for years of hard work and we applaud them all.” 
Of this year’s graduates around 250 have studied outside the UK, many in Continental Western Europe, in English, their second language.
EDITOR’S NOTES
Case studies about many of the latest OUBS MBA graduates are available. Please contact Neil Coaten, of the Open University media relations team, on 01908 652580 for more information.

The Open University Business School (OUBS) is Europe’s leading business school and the major provider of management development programmes delivered by supported distance learning. It is one of an elite group of UK and European business schools to hold both the prestigious EQUIS quality kitemark, awarded by the European Foundation for Management Development (efmd), and AMBA (the Association of MBAs) accreditation for its MBA. The School is ranked fourth in the world for distance learning MBA programmes, according to rankings published by the Financial Times (March 2003).
Currently the OUBS has 30,000 students based in the UK and more than 40 countries. Since its inception in 1983, more than 150,000 managers have studied an OUBS course at Certificate, Diploma or MBA level. The OUBS has also developed a significant research capability based in eight research units, and boasts one of the three largest Alumni Associations for MBA graduates outside the United States.The School is based at the Open University’s Milton Keynes headquarters in Buckinghamshire. Its website can be found at: oubs.open.ac.uk 
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